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The  Journals  of  the  Houfe  of  Burgeffes  of  Virginia, 
are  edited  and  pnblifhed  by  authority  of  the  Library  Board 
of  the  Virginia  State  Library. 


THE  original  Journals  of  the  Houfe  of  Burgeffes  of  Virginia,  from  March  4'*. 
1773,  to  May  6"'.  1776,  are  bound  in  one  volume,  which  bears  the  title 
"Journal  1773  to  1776." 

The  publication  of  the  Journal  for  the  Seffion  of  1773,  was  authorized  on 
the  n"1.  of  M arch  of  that  year,  when  four  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  was  appropriated 
for  general  printing.  Printed  copies  of  this  Journal  are  preferved  in  the  Library  of  the 
Maffachufetts  Hiftorical  Society,  and  in  the  Library  of  Congrefs. 

The  Journal  of  1774,  was  printed  under  the  refolution  of  1773,  which  fet  afide  an 
additional  four  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  to  be  expended  for  printing  during  the  following 
year.  In  the  Report  of  the  American  Hiftorical  Affociation  for  1897,  this  publication 
is  noted  as  containing  feventy-five  pages.  An  imperfect  copy  of  fixty  pages,  the  laft 
eight  being  mutilated,  is  in  the  Library  of  Congrefs. 

Hening,  in  his  Preface  to  the  Eighth  Volume  of  the  Statutes,  ftates  that  no  Seffion 
was  held  in  1774.  It  is  probable  that  he  intended  to  convey  the  fact  that  no  acts 
paffed  by  the  Houfe  of  Burgeffes  became  laws,  owing  to  the  fudden  prorogation  of  that 
body,  though  the  Seffion  was  of  unufual  length  and  prominence. 

The  Journal  of  1775  was  never  printed  in  full,  but  an  epitome  of  the  Seffion  was 
publifhed  under  the  following  title : 

"The  I  Proceedings  of  the  \  Houfe  of  Burgeffes  |  of  Virginia,  |  Convened  in  General 
Affembly,  on  Thurfday,  the  firft  day  of  June  1775,  |  will  fully  appear  in  their  Journals, 
printed  at  large;  but  as  it  was  judged  \  neceffary  that  the  moft  material  tranfadions  fhould 
be  feen  in  one  connecled  |  and  diftinct  point  of  view,  the  Houfe  ordered  that  thefe  fhould 
be  publifhed  |  in  a  pamphlet,  and  they  are  contained  in  the  following  fheets,  |  Williamfburg, 
I  Printed  by  Alexander  Purdie."  |  48  pp. 

Copies  of  this  pamphlet  are  to  be  found  in  the  Britifh  Mufeum  and  in  the  Library 
of  Congrefs: 

No  Seffion  of  the  Burgeffes  was  held  in  1776,  though  attempts  were  made  on 
Thurfday  March  7th.,  and  laftly  on  May  6"1.,  when  the  Journal  reads:  "Several  Mem- 
bers met,  but  did  neither  proceed  to  bufinefs,  nor  adjourn,  as  the  Houfe  of  Burgeffes :  FINIS." 

The  Minutes  and  Papers  of  the  Committee  of  Correfpondence,  from  its  formation 
to  the  birth  of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  when  its  labors  ceafed,  are  inferted  in  this 
volume  after  the  Journal  of  each  Seffion  of  the  Affembly.  The  original  Minutes  are 
bound  with  the  Journals  of  the  Burgeffes,  and  confift  of  eighteen  pages  of  clofely 
written  matter,  while  the  Papers,  which  confift  largely  of  letters  and  refolutions 
received  from  other  Colonies,  were  tranfcribed  in  a  volume  which  was  ufed  for  journal 
purpofes  in  1781,  by  the  Houfe  of  Delegates  of  Virginia.  This  volume  bears  two 
titles,  viz:  "Journal  1781"  and  "Letters  from  April  1773  to  May  1775." 

The  exiftence  of  many  rare  and  important  papers,  bearing  directly  upon  the  Jour- 
nals of  the  Houfe  of  Burgeffes  during  Dunmore's  Adminiftration,  add  greatly  to  the 
intereft  in  legiflation  of  that  period.  The  purpofe  therefore,  has  been  to  felect  thofe 
of  unufual  importance,  including  feveral  original  papers  bearing  on  the  Committee  of 
Correfpondence  and  contemporaneous  enactments  of  the  fifter  Colonies. 

Early 
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Early  in  1773  Robert  Carter  Nicholas,  Treafurer  of  the  Colony,  received  for  re- 
demption, feveral  notes  which  proved  to  be  deceptive  forgeries  of  various  iffues  of 
Virginia  currency.  This  difcovery  was  immediately  called  to  the  attention  of  the  public, 
ina  lengthy  notice  publifhed  in  the  Virginia  Gazette  of  February  4"',  1773 : 

Treafury  Office, '  January  29,  1773. 

"It  is  with  infinite  concern  that  I  find  there  is  immediate  Occafion  to  cau- 
tion the  Publick  againft  feveral  very  and  ingenious  and  therefore  the  more 
dangerous  Forgeries  of  many  of  the  Five  Pound  Bills  emitted  in  November 
1769  and  July  177 1. 

From  the  peculiar  Sort  of  Paper,  on  which  thefe  notes  were  impreffed, 
the  many  different  Devices  and  Checks  with  which  they  were  guarded,  it 
was  hoped  that  they  would  baffle  the  Attempts  of  the  moft  crafty  and  defign- 
ing  to  counterfeit  them.  Sufpicions  it  feems  have  been  for  fome  Time  enter- 
tained in  the  upper  Parts  of  the  country,  but  it  is  only  within  thefe  few  Days 
the  forgeries  of  the  Emiffion  of  1771,  and  not  till  this  Morning  thofe  of  1769, 
have  been  detected  and  fixed  upon  with  Certainty.  Let  it  be  remarked,  that, 
in  the  genuine  good  Bills  of  both  Emiffions,  the  Ornaments,  by  fome  called  the 
Entablatures,  by  others  the  Feathers,  which  are  raifed  and  partly  turned  over 
the  Mens  Heads  in  the  Coats  of  Arms,  are  different  as  the  original  Devices  are ; 
the  one  is  much  broader  than  the  other ;  the  Point  of  the  Halbert  or  Spear  held 
by  each  of  the  Men  in  his  left  Hand  runs  up  fo  high  as  to  touch  the  broad  En- 
tablature, but  in  the  Arms  with  the  narrow  Entablature  the  point  of  the  Hal- 
bert falls  confiderably  below  it,  fo  that  this  difference  alone  does  not  prove  any 
of  the  Bills  to  be  forged,  as  it  is  common  to  both  Sorts.  The  five  Pound  Bills 
of  both  Emiffions  hitherto  difcovered  to  have  been  counterfeited  have  all  the 
Coats  of  Arms  with  the  broad  Entablature  or  Feather,  which  with  all  the  other 
Devices  and  Types  very  nearly  refemble  thofe  of  the  genuine  Bills.  Some  of 
the  moft  apparent  ftriking  Differences  in  thofe  dated  1 7  7 1  are  thefe :  In  the 
good  Bills  the  T  W  in  the  white  Water  Letters  under  the  Signers  Names  appear 
plainly,  when  held  up  to  the  Light,  to  be  wrought  in  the  Texture  of  the  Paper 
itfelf ;  thefe  Letters  appear  to  fink  equally  both  on  the  Faces  and  Backs  of  the 
Bills,  and  are  equally  tranfparent,  whereas  in  the  forged  Bills  they  appear  to 
fink  into  the  Paper  only  on  the  Face  of  them,  as  if  done  with  a  ftamp,  after 
the  Paper  was  made,  and  appear  a  little  raifed  on  the  Backs  of  the  Bills.  In 
the  good  Bills  the  firft  double  Stroke  of  the  W  wrought  in  the  paper  to  the  left 
Hand  is  wider  where  it  joins  the  middle  Stroke  than  it  is  at  the  Top ;  but  in 
the  Counterfeits  thefe  double  Strokes  are  at  equal  Distances,  and  nearer  each 
other.  The  Tops  and  Bottoms  of  the  T  and  W  ftand  exadtly  fquare  and 
even  with  each  other  in  the  good  Bills,  but  in  the  forged  the  right  Hand  Corner 
of  the  Top  of  the  T  is  generally  raifed  above  the  Top  of  the  W  and  finks  a 
little  to  the  left  Hand.  The  Bars  or  white  Water  Strokes,  obfervable  in  all 
Writing  Paper,  which  runs  down  from  the  Tops  to  the  Bottoms  of  thefe  Bills, 
are  a  little  more  than  the  tenth  Part  of  an  inch  wider  from  each  other  in  the 
good  than  they  are  in  the  forged  Bills.  The  Counterfeits  of  1 7  69  appear  to  have 
been  made  on  a  different  Paper ;  they  all  have  the  broad  Entablature  of  Feather ; 
the  Bars  or  white  Water  Strokes  above  defcribed  in  thefe  are  near  a  quarter 
of  an  inch  wider  than  in  the  true  Bills.  Nearly  the  fame  Remarks  may  be 
made  of  thefe  in  Refpect  to  the  T  W  as  on  the  fame  Letters  in  the  other 
Emiffion,  both  as  to  the  double  Strokes  of  the  W  and  the  Situation  of  both 
Letters  in  Relation  to  each  other ;  but  it  is  very  obfervable  that  the  left  Corner 
of  the  W  comes  very  near  to  the  Bars  or  white  Strokes  running  down  the  Bill 
in  the  Counterfeits,  but  in  the  genuine  Bills  the  fame  Corner  is  at  a  greater 
Diftance  from  the  Bar  or  Water  Stroke." 

There 


'  Virginia  Gazette,  February  4,  1773 


[ix] 

There  are  feveral  other  remarkable  Differences  in  both  Emiffions,  which 
cannot  fo  well  be  defcribed  in  Writing,  but  which  many  Gentlemen  in  different 
Parts  of  the  Country  are  made  well  acquainted  with. 

I  cannot  too  earneftly  again  recommend  it  to  all  Holders  of  the  Paper 
Money  not  to  fuffer  any  Thing  to  be  pafted  on  the  Backs  of  the  Bills ;  fuch  as 
are  pafted  will  not  be  received  at  the  Treafury. 

RO.  C.  NICHOLAS,  Treasurer. 

One  week  later  the  Significant  mention  in  the  Virginia  Gazette  >  to  the  effect  that 
it  was  generally  believed  that  "expreffes  had  been  fent  to  the  feveral  members  of  His 
Majefty's  Council  requiring  their  attendance  the  following  Saturday,  in  the  Council 
Chamber,"  was  accepted  as  indicating  an  early  feffion  of  the  Affembly.  Dunmore's 
activity  in  apprehending  the  forgers  however,  produced  a  doubtful  aspect,  which  Camp- 
bell later  afcribed  as  more  energetic  than  legal. 

In  view  of  this  complex  fituation,  the  difcretion  exercifed  by  the  Burgeffes  was 
marked,  not  a  fingle  expreffion  urging  a  meeting  of  the  Affembly  was  made,  on  the 
contrary  it  was  urged  that  "civil  forces"  were  equal  to  the  maftery  of  the  problem : 

"The  Mercantile  Body,  we  are  well  affured,  have  it  much  at  Heart  to 
contribute  every  Thing  in  their  Power  for  the  publick  intereft,  and  will  ufe 
their  beft  Endeavors  in  dif covering  the  Circulation  of  this  baneful  Trafhck."1 

Oblivious  to  any  defign  that  may  have  exifted  to  effect  an  underftanding  between 
the  Colonies  at  the  firft  poffible  opportunity,  Dunmore  iffued  a  proclamation  on  the 
fixth  of  February,  convening  the  Affembly  of  1773  : 


A  PROCLAMATION. 

VIRGINIA,  to  wit 

Whereas,  the  General  Affembly  ftands  prorogued  to  the  firft  Thurfday  in 
May,  next  but  it  is  judged  expedient  that  the  fa  id  Affembly  fhould  meet  fooner, 
in  order  to  deliberate  on  a  matter  I  have  to  lay  before  them  of  great  moment 
to  the  welfare  of  this  Colony;  I  have  therefore  thought  fit,  by  and  with  the 
content  and  advice  of  his  Majefty's  Council,  by  this  proclamation  in  hisMajefty's 
name  to  appoint  Thurfday  the  fourth  day  of  March  next  for  that  purpofe ;  at 
which  time  the  attendance  of  the  General  Affembly  is  accordingly  requefted 
at  the  Capitol,  in  the  City  of  Williamfburg. 

Given  under  my  Hand  and  the  Seal  of  the  Colony  at  William  f bur g  aioreteid, 
this  fixth  day  of  February  1773,  and  in  the  thirteenth  Year  of  his  Majefty's 
reign. 

DUNMORE. 
GOD  SAVE  THE  KING. 

In  a  letter  to  Lord2  Dartmouth  on  this  fubject,  Dunmore  fets  forth  his  reafons  for 
calling  the  Affembly  in  a  clear  and  concife  manner: 

"Williamfburg,  31"  March,  1773. 
My  Lord, 

It  being  difcovered  that  the  different  emiffions  of  the  Paper  money  of  this 
Colony  were  forged,  and  that  in  fo  mafterly  a  manner,  that  it  was  extremely  difficult 
for  thofe  the  moft  knowing  in  thefe  matters  to  diftinguifh  the  good  from  the  bad,  by 
which  the  credit  of  this  paper  currency  was  entirely  loft;  I  did  therefore  with  the 
advice  of  the  Council,  fummon  the  Affembly  to  meet  on  the  4th  inftant,  that  they 
might  fall  upon  fuch  means  as  they  thought  beft  for  re-eftablifhing  its  credit,  and 
/ 
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I  herewith  tranfm.it  to  your  Lord*  my  fpeech  at  the  opening  of  the  Seffion,  and 
the  addreffes  of  the  Council  and  Houfe  of  Burgeffes,  alfo  the  Ads  and  refolves  paffed 
in  this  fhort  feffion,  together  with  the  minutes  of  Council  and  the  Journals  of  the 
Houfe  of  Burgeffes. 

All  the  Ads  paffed  this  feffion  are  of  a  private  nature,  except  the  one  Intituled: 
"An  Adl  for  the  better  fecuring  of  the  public  credit  of  this  Colony." 

My  Lord, 

Perhaps  by  taking  my  inftrudions  in  the  moft  liberal  fenfe,  I  may  not  have 
been  empowered  to  pafs  any  new  Ad  for  emitting  paper  money,  yet  as  that  In- 
ftrudion  empowers  the  Gov'  to  pafs  an  Ad  for  emitting  of  ten  thoufand  pounds, 
and  M'  President  Nelfon,  during  his  Adminiftration  paffed  an  Ad  for  emitting 
the  fum  of  Thirty  thoufand  pounds,  which  was  approved  by  His  Maj'y,  all  of 
which  by  Ad  of  Affembly,  are  redeemable  in  the  year  1775,  /  thought  it  not  ad- 
vifable  to  let  them  feel  the  weight  of  Govern'  too  feverely,  by  adhearing  rigidly  to 
the  exad  letter  of  the  Inftrudions,  at  a  time  when  I  faw,  that  it  muft  have  greatly 
diftreffed  their  Trade,  efpecially  when  I  confider  this  not  as  a  new  emiffion  of  Paper 
Money,  but  the  fubftituting  good  in  the  place  of  bad,  for  the  fame  number  of  years, 
and  the  fum  not  fo  large  by  fix-thousand  pounds,  under  the  fame  reftridions  as  the 
former,  I  mean  as  to  its  not  being  offered  as  a  legal  tender. 

Your  Lord''  will  obferve,  there  are  fome  refolves  wch  fhow  a  little  ill  humour 
in  the  houfe  of  Burgeffes,  but  I  thought  them  fo  infignificant  that  I  took  no  matter 
of  notice  of  them. 

The  Houfe  of  Burgeffes  in  an  Addrefs  to  me,  a  copy  of  which  I  enclofe  to 
your  Lordp,  feem  at  leaft  obliquely  in  fome  degree  to  cenfure  my  condud,  in  the 
mode  of  bringing  to  juftice  the  forgers  of  their  paper  Money. 

I  would  not,  My  Lord,  willingly  take  up  one  moment  of  your  time  unnecef- 
farily,  but  I  am  fure  your  Lordp  will  forgive  me,  when  you  confider  the  appre- 
henfion  (you  will  know)  any  one  muft  have,  who  has  the  honor  to  ferve  the  beft 
of  Sovereigns  of  appearing  in  any  degree  culpable  in  his  eyes,  I  muft  therefore 
entreat  your  Lordp's  patience  for  a  little,  that  I  may  lay  the  matter  as  briefly  as  I 
can  before  you,  which  I  woidd  offer  in  my  own  juftification. 

Your  Lordp  muft  then  know  that  I  am  here  fituated  in  a  large  Colony,  without 
one  fingle  member  of  the  Council  to  advife  with  on  any  emergency,  there  being 
only  one  within  twelve  miles,  and  the  reft  from  that  to  two  hundred  miles  diftant. 
The  Treafurer  of  this  Colony  having  dif covered,  that  a  large  quantity  of  counterfeit 
notes  was  in  circulation,  came  and  gave  me  regular  information  thereof,  which 
was  the  ground  I  had  for  calling  the  Affembly.  Sometime  afterwards  a  per f on  came 
down  from  one  of  the  moft  remote  counties  in  this  Colony,  who  informed  me  upon 
oath  of  the  Forgers  of  this  Paper  money,  the  perfon  who  made  the  paper  and  the 
Coiners  of  Piftoles,  half  Piftoles  and  Dollars,  of  which  there  are  many  bafe  ones 
now  in  circulation ;  There  were  fifteen  or  fixteen  perfons  concerned  in  this  bufinefs, 
fome  of  them  people  of  fortune  and  credit  in  the  Country,  and  the  Informer  affured 
me  if  fome  method  was  not  immediately  fallen  upon  to  bring  them  to  juftice,  they 
would  cither  form  fo  confiderable  a  Body  in  that  remote  part  of  the  Country,  that 
it  would  be  extremely  dangerous,  and  difficult  to  apprehend  them,  or  that  they 
would  make  their  efcape  into  fome  of  the  neighbouring  provinces,  fo  foon  as  they 
difcovered  he  had  left  them,  he  having  been  in  fome  degree  an  accomplice  with 
them,  as  he  fays,  that  he  might  be  the  better  able  to  get  into  all  their  plans,  that 
the  dif  cover  y  he  has  made  might  be  the  more  effedual.  This  being  a  crime  of  fo 
dangerous  a  nature  to  the  profperity  &  commerce  of  this  Country,  I  thought  no 
exertion  of  Government  fhould  be  wanting  to  bring  fuch  daring  offenders  to  punifh- 
ment,  and  having  no  Council,  as  I  before  obferved  to  your  Lord"  to  advife  with, 
and  the  leaft  delay  being  dangerous,  I  fent  for  the  three  following  gentlemen  who 
refide  here;  viz4  Mr  Peyton  Randolph,  his  Maj'y's  late  Attorney  General  for  this 
Colony,  and  now  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Burgeffes,  M'  John  Randolph,  His 

Maj'y" 
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Maj'y's  prefent  Attorney  General,  and  M'  Robert  Carter  Nicholas,  Treasurer 
of  the  Colony,  ivhofe  abilities  as  Lawyers  and  Men  of  integrity,  are  at  leaft  equal 
if  not  fuperior,  to  any  three  in  the  Colony.  I  laid  this  matter  fully  before  them 
and  beg'd  they  would  advife  me,  wliat  fteps  to  take.  They  accordingly  advifed  me 
to  iffue  my  warrant  as  Chief  Juftice  for  the  apprehending  them,  and  write  to 
the  Lieut'  of  the  County,  the  High  Sheriff  and  feveral  others  whom  they  named  to 
me,  to  ufe  their  beft  endeavours  to  have  it  executed,  they  likewife  advifed  me  to 
fend  one,  or  more  of  the  moft  trufty  and  refolute  Men  I  could  find,  to  affift  thofe 
Gentlemen,  and  dired  them  to  procure  ftrong  Guard  tp  be  aiding  in  taking  and 
bringing  thofe  offenders  down  immediately  to  be  examined  before  the  Court  of  this 
County,  knowing  how  ineffectual  it  would  have  been  to  examine  them  in  the  County 
where  they  were  taken,  which  is  the  ufual  mode;  in  fhort  I  followed  their  advice  in 
every  part  of  my  condud  relative  to  this  affair,  and  I  have  the  pleafure  to  inform  your 
Lordp,  that  I  have  been  fo  far  fucceffful,  that  with  the  affiftancc  of  the  Gentlemen 
I  wrote  to  in  the  County,  the  perfon  I  fent  up,  has  apprehended  and  brought  down 
the  Engraver,  Paper  Maker,  and  printer  of  the  paper  money,  alfo  the  coiner  of 
the  Piftoles  and  Dollars,  with  their  Plates,  Tools  &  implements  of  every  kind, 
and  a  great  quantity  of  the  paper  money  ready  for  circulation;  they  have  been 
examined  by  the  Court  of  this  County,  who  has  ordered  them  to  the  public  Gaol 
where  they  now  lay  for  further  trial  at  the  enfuing  General  Court,  and  I  can 
affure  your  Lordp  that  there  was  but  one  perfon  who  has  the  leaft  knowledge  of 
the  Laws  of  this  Colony,  and  hardly  a  Man  of  fence  in  the  Houfe  of  Burgeffes 
who  did  not  approve  of  this  mode  of  proceeding,  although  a  majority  were  for 
the  addrefs,  but  whether  I  have  done  right  in  this,  or  in  paffing  the  Bill  for  emitting 
paper  Money,  or  not  taking  any  notice  of  their  Refolves,  I  entirely  fubmit  to  your 
Lord1''*  better  judgment,  &  I  flatter  myfelf,  that  neither  His  Maj'y's  nor  your 
Lordp  will,  if  I  have  done  wrong  (which  I  fhall  be  entirely  forry  for)  impute  it 
to  any  but  the  real  caufe,  an  error  in  judgement. 
I  am,  My  Lord, 

your  Lord1"'3  moft  obedient  humble  fervant 

DUNMORE. 


Meeting  on  March  the  fourth,  and  rapidly  enacting  fuch  legiflation  as  was  deemed 
fufficient  to  meet  the  queftion  of  re-eftablifhing  the  public  credit,  the  Burgeffes 
proceeded  to  formulate  the  refolves  creating  a  Committee  of  Correfpondence  and 
Inquiry. 

Speaking  of  the  origination  and  maturing  of  thefe  refolves,  that  affected  the  Minif- 
try  more  than  any  ftep  taken  by  the  Colonies  fince  the  refolutions  againft  the  Stamp 
Act,  Mr  Jeff  erf  on  adds:1 

"Not  thinking  our  old  and  leading  members  up  to  the  point  of  forwardnefs 
and  zeal  which  the  times  required,  Mr  Henry,  Richard  Henry  Lee,  Francis  L.  Lee, 
Mr  Carr  and  myfelf  agreed  to  meet  in  the  evening  in  a  private  room  of  the 
Raleigh,  to  confult  on  the  ftate  of  things.  There  may  have  been  a  member  or 
two  more  whom  I  do  not  recollect.  We  were  all  fenfible  that  the  moft  urgent  of 
all  meafures  that  of  coming  to  an  underftanding  with  all  the  other  colonies,  to 
confider  the  Britifh  claims  as  a  common  caufe  to  all,  and  to  produce  a  unity  of 
action ;  and  for  this  purpofe  that  a  committee  of  correfpondence  in  each  colony 
would  be  the  beft  inftrument  for  intercommunication;  and  that  their  firft 
meafure  would  probably  be,  to  propofe  a  meeting  of  deputies  from  every 
colony,  at  fome  central  place,  who  fhould  be  charged  with  the  direction  of  the 
meafures  which  fhould  be  taken  by  all.     We  therefore  drew  up  the  refolutions. 

The 
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The  confulting  members  propofed  to  me  to  move  them,  but  I  urged  that  it 
fhould  be  done  by  Mr  Carr,  my  friend  and  brother  in  law,  then  a  member,  to 
whom  I  wifhed  an  opportunity  fhould  be  given  of  making  known  to  the  houf e 
his  great  worth  and  talents.  It  was  fo  agreed;  he  moved  them;  they  were 
agreed  to  nem.  con.,  and  a  committee  of  correfpondence  appointed,  of  whom 
Peyton  Randolph,  the  fpeaker,  was  chairman." 

Purfuant  to   caucus  agreement,    Mr  Carr   prefented  the   refolutions  as  adopted, 
to  the  Houf e  of  Burgeff es  on  March  12'*: 

RESOLVES. ' 

"Whereas,  The  minds  of  his  Majefty's  faithful  fubjects  in  this  colony 
have  been  much  difturbed,  by  various  rumors  and  reports  of  proceedings 
tending  to  deprive  them  of  their  ancient,  legal,  and  conftitutional  right, 

"And  whereas,  The  affairs  of  this  Colony  are  frequently  connected  with 
thofe  of  Great  Britain,  as  well  as  of  the  neighboring  colonies,  which  renders  a 
communication  of  fentiments  neceffary;  in  order,  therefore,  to  remove  the 
uneafinefs,  and  to  quiet  the  minds  of  the  people,  as  well  as  for  the  other  good 
purpofes  above  mentioned, 

"Be  it  refolved,  That  a  ftanding  Committee  of  Correfpondence  and  Inquiry 
be  appointed,  to  confift  of  eleven  perfons  to  wit:  The  Honorable  Peyton 
Randolph,  Efquire,  Robert  Carter  Nicholas,  Richard  Bland,  Richard  Henry 
Lee,  Benjamin  Harrifon,  Edmund  Pendleton,  Patrick  Henry,  Dudley  Digges, 
Dabney  Carr,  Archibald  Cary  and  Thomas  Jefferfon,  Efquires,  any  fix  of  whom 
to  be  a  committee,  whofe  bufiness  it  fhall  be  to  obtain  the  moft  early  and 
authentic  intelligence  of  all  fuch  acts  and  refolutions  of  the  Britifh  Parliament, 
or  proceedings  of  Adminiftration,  as  may  relate  to  or  effect  the  Britifh  colonies 
in  America,  and  to  keep  up  and  maintain  a  correfpondence  and  communica- 
tion with  our  lifter  colonies,  ref peeking  thefe  important  confiderations ;  and 
the  refult  of  fuch  their  proceedings,  from  time  to  time,  to  lay  before  this 
Houfe. 

"Refolved,  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  faid  committee,  that  they  do, 
without  delay,  inform  themfelves  particularly  of  the  principles  and  authority 
on  which  was  conftituted  a  court  of  inquiry,  faid  to  have  been  lately  held 
in  Rhode  Ifland,  with  powers  to  tranfmit  perfons  accufed  of  offences  committed 
in  America  to  places  beyond  the  feas  to  be  tried." 

"The  faid  refolutions  being  feverally  read  a  fecond  time,  were,  upon  the 
queftion  feverally  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  houfe,  nemine  contradicente. 

"Refolved,  That  the  fpeaker  of  this  houfe  do  tranfmit  to  the  fpeaker s  of 
the  different  Affemblies  of  the  Britifh  colonies  on  the  continent,  copies  of  the 
said  refolutions,  and  defire  that  they  will  lay  them  before  their  refpective 
Affemblies,  and  requeft  them  to  appoint  fome  perfon  or  perfons  of  their 
refpective  bodies,  to  communicate  from  time  to  time  with  the  faid  committee." 

Following  the  adoption  of  thefe  refolves  an  addrefs  to  the  Governor,  difapproving 

his  conduct  in  the  irregular  trial  of  the  Pittfylvania  prifoners,  was  read  and  adopted. 

On  March  15'*  this  proteft, 2  delivered  in  the  prefence  of  the  Affembly,  elicited  from 

the  Governor  a  rude  anfwer,  refulting  in  the  prorogation  of  that  body  after  a  fhort 

feffion  of  eleven  days.      The  following  day  the  Committee  of  Correfpondence  prepared 

a  circular  letter  to  the  Affemblies  of  other  Colonies,  directing  particular  attention  to 

an  enclofed  copy  of  the  Virginia  refolutions,  and  inviting  opinions  thereon  at  the 

earlieft  poffible  moment.     The  formation  of  fimilar  Committees  by  various  Colonies, 

followed  at  fhort  intervals,  each  meriting  the  diftinctive  prominence  accorded  it  in  the 

annals  of  political  events  that  have  affected  hiftory. 

From 

1   Adopted  March  12,  1773.  2  Addrefs,  p.  22. 
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From  the  clofe  of  the  Seffion  of  1773,  to  the  iffuance  of  the  proclamation  con- 
vening the  Affembly  of  the  following  year,  England  and  the  Colonies  witneffed  many 
important  events.  The  Eaft  India  Company,  with  its  vaft  accumulation  of  feventeen 
million  pounds  of  Tea,  being  unwilling  to  accept  Lord  North's  propofal  that  the  duties 
fhould  be  paid  in  Colonial  ports,  argued  that  fuch  a  propofition  would  not  refult  in  revenue 
to  the  Crown,  but  that  an  equivalent  duty  fhould  be  retained  in  England.  This  argu- 
ment, which  wasprefented  in  the  form  of  a  petition,  was  not  acceptable  to  the  Miniftry, 
who  believed  that  the  Colonies  would  buy  of  the  Company,  under  any  circumftances, 
and  that  a  repeal  of  duty  at  that  time,  would  fhow  a  reluctance  on  the  part  of  the 
Crown  to  exercife  the  right  of  taxation. 

Suf peeling,  after  lengthy  deliberation,  that  their  interefts  were  being  exploited 
to  eftablifh  an  American  duty,  the  Eaft  India  Company  determined  to  confign  cargoes 
of  Tea  to  Bofton,  New  York,  Philadelphia  and  Charleston.  This  decifion,  following 
legiflation  bearing  on  the  fame  fubject,  aroufed  great  excitement  throughout  the 
Colonies.  The  Americans  were  as  equally  determined  not  to  pay  the  tax,  as  was 
Great  Britain  to  colled  it,  the  various  Committees  of  Correfpondence  uniting  them 
in  their  meafures  of  refiftance. 

In  this  great  crifis  all  eyes  were  directed  to  the  ports  to  which  the  Tea  had  been 
configned.  Public  meetings  were  held  at  each  place,  and  refolutions,  either  demanding 
of  confignees  the  refignation  of  their  commiffions,  or  prohibiting  the  landing  of  Tea, 
were  paffed  and  carried  into  effect.  As  one  refult  of  this  action  on  the  part  of  the  Colonies 
the  Port  of  Bofton  was  ordered  to  be  clofed  on  June  iu.  1774,  and  not  to  be  again  opened 
until  the  acts  of  Parliament  were  obeyed. 

Virginia's  attitude,  like  that  of  her  fifter  Colonies,  was  a  tribute  to  their  firmnefs. 
Internal  affairs  abated  in  no  way  the  intereft  in  general  Colonial  welfare  aroufed  by 
the  various  Committees  of  Correfpondence,  as  is  attefted  by  an  affociation »  figned  by 
eighty  nine  members  of  the  Houfe  of  Burgeffes,  in  feffion  in  the  old  Raleigh  Tavern  in 
Williamfburg,  on  May  27"*,  1774: 

We  his  Majefty's  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fubjedts,  the  late  reprefentatives  of 
the  good  people  of  this  country,  having  been  deprived  by  the  fudden  interpofi- 
tion  of  the  executive  part  of  this  government,  from  giving  our  countrymen  the 
advice  we  wifhed  to  convey  to  them  in  a  legiflative  capacity,  find  ourfelves 
under  the  hard  neceffity  of  adopting  this,  the  only  method  we  have  left,  of 
pointing  out  to  our  countrymen  fuch  meafures  as  in  our  opinion  are  beft  fitted 
to  fecure  our  deareft  rights  and  liberty  from  deftrudtion,  by  the  heavy  hand 
of  power  now  lifted  againft  North  America:  With  much  grief  we  find  that  our 
dutiful  applications  to  Great  Britain  for  fecurity  of  our  ancient,  and  conftitu- 
tional  rights,  have  been  not  only  dif regarded,  but  that  a  determined  fyftem  is 
formed  and  preffed  for  reducing  the  inhabitants  of  Britifh  America  to  flavery 
by  fubjedting  them  to  the  payment  of  taxes,  impofed  without  the  confent  of 
the  people  or  their  reprefentatives ;  and  that  in  purfuit  of  this  fyftem,  we  find 
an  act  of  the  Britifh  parliament,  lately  paffed,  for  ftopping  the  harbour  and 
commerce  of  the  town  of  Bofton,  in  our  fifter  colony  of  Maffachufetts  Bay, 
until  the  people  there  fubmit  to  the  payment  of  fuch  unconftitutional  taxes,  and 
which  act  moft  violently  and  arbitrarily  deprives  them  of  their  property,  in 
wharfs  erected  by  private  perfons,  at  their  own  great  and  proper  expenfe, 
which  act  is,  in  our  opinion,  a  moft  dangerous  attempt  to  deftroy  the  con- 
ftitutional  liberty  and  rights  of  all  North  America.  It  is  further  our  opinion,  that 
as  Tea,  on  its  importation  into  America,  is  charged  with  a  duty  impofed  by 
parliament  for  the  purpofe  of  raifing  a  revenue,  without  the  confent  of  the  peo- 
ple, it  ought  not  to  be  ufed  by  any  perfon  who  wifhes  well  to  the  conftitutional 
rights  and  liberty  of  Britifh  America.  And  whereas  the  India  Company  have 
ungeneroufly  attempted  the  ruin  of  America,  by  fending  many  fhips  loaded 
with  tea  into  the  colonies,  thereby  intending  to  fix  a  precedent  in  favor  of  arbi- 
trary 

1    Broadfide,  in  Library  of  Congrefs. 
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trary  taxation,  we  deem  it  highly  proper,  and  do  accordingly  recommend  it 
ftrongly  to  our  countrymen,  not  to  purchafe  or  ufe  any  kind  of  Eaft  India  com- 
modity whatsoever,  except  faltpetre  and  fpices,  until  the  grievances  of  America 
are  redreffed.  We  are  further  clearly  of  opinion,  that  an  attack,  made  on 
one  of  our  fifter  colonies,  to  compel  fubmiffion  to  arbitrary  taxes,  is  an  attack 
made  on  all  Britifh  America,  and  threatens  ruin  to  the  rights  of  all,  unlefs  the 
united  wifdom  of  the  whole  be  applied.  And  for  this  purpofe  it  is  recom- 
mended to  the  Committee  of  Correfpondence,  that  they  communicate,  with 
their  feveral  correfponding  committees,  on  the  expediency  of  appointing  depu- 
ties from  the  feveral  colonies  of  Britifh  America,  to  meet  in  general  congrefs, 
at  fuch  place  annually  as  fhall  be  thought  moft  convenient ;  there  to  deliberate 
on  thofe  general  meafures  which  the  united  interefts  of  America  may  from 
time  to  time  require. 

A  tender  regard  for  the  intereftof  our  fellow  fubjects,  the  merchants,  and 
manufacturers  of  Great  Britain,  prevents  us  from  going  further  at  this  time; 
moft  earneftly  hoping,  that  the  unconstitutional  principle  of  taxing  the  Colonies 
without  their  content  will  not  be  perfifted  in,  thereby  to  compel  us  againft  our 
will,  to  avoid  all  commercial  intercourfe  with  Britain.  Wifhing  them  and 
our  people  free  and  happy,  we  are  their  affectionate  friends,  the  late  represen- 
tatives of  Virginia. 

The  27th.  of  May,    1774. 

Peyton  Randolph,  Ro.  C.  Nicholas,  Richard  Bland,  Edmund  Pendleton, 
Richard  Henry  Lee,  Archibald  Cary,  Benjamin  Harrifon,  George  Washington, 
William  Harwood,  Robert  Wormley  Carter,  Robert  Munford,  Thomas  Jefferfon, 
John  Weft,  Mann  Page,  junior,  John  Syme,  Peter  he  Grand,  Jofeph  Hutchings, 
Francis  Peyton,  Richard  Adams,  B.  Dandridge,  Henry  Pendleton,  Patrick  Henry, 
junior,  Richard  Mitchell,  James  Holt,  Charles  Carter,  James  Scott,  Burwell 
Baffett,  Henry  Lee,  John  Burton,  Thomas  Whiting,  Peter  Poythrefs,  John  Winn, 
James  Wood,  William  Cabell,  David  Mafon,  Jofeph  Cabell,  John  Bowyer, 
Charles  Linch,  William  Aylett,  Ifaac  Zane,  Francis  Slaughter,  William  Lang- 
home,  Henry  Taylor,  James  Montague,  William  Fleming,  Rodham  Kenner, 
William  Acrill,  Charles  Carter,  of  Stafford,  John  Woodfon,  Nathaniel  Terry, 
Richard  Lee,  Henry  Field,  Matthew  Marable,  Thomas  Pettus,  Robert  Rutherford, 
Samuel  M'Dowell,  John  Bowdoin,  James  Edmondfon,  Southey  Simpfon,  John 
Walker,  Hugh  Lines,  Henry  Bell,  Nicholas  Faulcon,  junior,  James  Taylor,  junior, 
Lewis  Burwell,  of  Gloucefter,  W.  Roane,  Jofeph  Nevil,  Richard  Hardy,  Edwin 
Gray,  H.  King,  Samuel  DuVal,  John  Hite,  junior,  John  Banifter,  Worlich 
Weftwood,  John  Donelfon,  Thomas  Newton,  junior,  P.  Carrington,  James  Speed, 
James  Henry,  Champion  Travis,  Isaac  Coles,  Edmund  Berkeley,  Charles  May, 
Thomas  Johnfon,  Benjamin  Watkins,  Francis  Lightfoot  Lee,  John  Talbot, 
Thomas  N  elf  on,  junior,  Lewis  Burwell. 

We  the  fubfcribers,  clergymen  and  other  inhabitants  of  the  colony  and 
dominion  of  Virginia,  having  maturely  confidered  the  contents  of  the  above 
affociation,  do  moft  cordially  approve  and  accede  thereto. 

William  Harrifon,  William  Hubard,  Benjamin  Blagrove,  William  Bland, 
H.  J.  Burges,  Samuel  Smith  M'Crofky,  Jofeph  Davenport,  Thomas  Price, 
David  Griffith,  William  Leigh,  Robert  Andrews,  Samuel  Klug,  Ichabod  Camp, 
William  Clayton,  Richard  Cary,  Thomas  Adams,  Hinde  Ruff  ell,  William  Holt, 
Arthur  Dickenfon,  Thomas  Stuart,  James  Innes. 
(Endorfed  by  Thomas  Jefferfon,  Thos  Mann  Randolph.) 

In  the  meanwhile,  after  feveral  prorogations,  Dunmore  iffued  on  October  19"'.  a 
proclamation  convening  the  Affembly  of  1774.  Some  doubt  as  to  his  fincerity,  how- 
ever, caused  John  Blair,  clerk  of  the  Council,  to  iffue  a  notice'  on  April  ai*',  in  which 
he  "affured  the  publick,"  that  the  day  appointed  for  that  purpofe  would  not  be  changed. 

"By 

1   Virginia  Gazette  April  28,  1774- 
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"By  his  EXCELLENCY,  the  right  honorable  JOHN  Earl  of  DUN  MORE, 
his  Majefty's  Lieutenant  and  Governour  General  of  the  Colony  and  Dominion  of 
VIRGINIA,  and  Vice  Admiral  of  the  same: 

A    PROCLAMATION. 
VIRGINIA,  sc. 

Whereas,  the  general  affembly  ftands  prorogued  to  the  fecond  Thnrfday 
in  the  next  month,  but  I  find  no  urgent  occafion  for  their  meeting  at  that 
time ;  I  have  therefore  thought  fit,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  his  Majefty's 
Council,  by  this  proclamation  in  his  Majefty's  name,  farther  to  prorogue  the 
faid  affembly  to  the  firft  Thnrfday  in  May  next,  at  which  time  I  require  their 
attendance  at  the  Capitol,  in  the  city  of  Williamfburg,  for  the  difpatch  of 
public  bufinefs. 
Given  under  my  hand,  and  the  feal  of  the  Colony,  at  Williamfburg  aforefaid, 

this  19th  day  of  October,  1773,  and  in  the  13th  year  of  his  Majefty's  reign. 

DUNMORE. 
GOD  SAVE  THE  KING." 

In  his  addrefs  to  the  Burgeffes,  on  the  morning  of  May  6'\  Dunmore  maintained 
that  he  had  "nothing  to  require  of  them,"  and  made  no  allufion  to  the  various  Indian 
troubles,  or  the  difpute  between  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia,  over  the  territory  near 
the  junction  of  the  Allegheny  and  Monongahela  rivers. 

Proceeding  with  ordinary  bufinefs,  and  hoping  to  referve  notice  of  the  "Tea  Act" 
until  a  diff olution  of  the  Affembly  was  a  matter  of  little  concern,  the  Burgeffes  haftened 
to  enact  fuch  meafures  as  demanded  immediate  attention.  Before  this  purpofe  had 
been  fully  accomplifhed  however,  news  of  the  ,lBofton  Port  Bill "  arrived,  and  it  was 
determined  to  take  formal  notice  of  it  at  once.  Speaking  of  this  action  Mr  Jeff  erf  on,  in 
his  memoir  fays : ' 

"The  lead  in  the  Houfe,  on  thefe  fubjects,  being  no  longer  left  to  the  old 
members,  Mr  Henry,  R.  H.  Lee,  Fr.  L.  Lee,  three  or  four  other  members,  whom 
I  do  not  recollect,  and  myfelf ,  agreeing  that  we  muft  boldly  take  an  unequivocal 
ftand  in  the  line  with  Maffachufetts,  determined  to  meet  and  confult  on  the 
proper  meafures,  in  the  Council  Chamber,  for  the  benefit  of  the  library  in  that 
room.  We  were  under  conviction  of  the  neceffity  of  aroufing  our  people  from 
the  lethargy  into  which  they  had  fallen,  as  to  paffing  events ;  and  thought  that 
the  appointment  of  a  day  of  general  fafting  and  prayer,  would  be  moft  likely 
to  call  up  and  alarm  their  attention.  No  example  of  fuch  a  folemnity  had 
exifted  fince  the  days  of  our  diftreffes  in  the  war  of  '55,  fince  which  a  new 
generation  had  grown  up.  With  the  help,  therefore,  of  Rufhworth, 2  whom  we 
rummaged  over  for  the  revolutionary  precedents  and  forms  of  the  Puritans 
of  that  day,  preferved  by  him,  we  cooked  up  a  refolution,3  fomewhat  modern- 
izing their  phrazes,  for  appointing  the  firft  day  of  June,  on  which  the  Port  Bill 
was  to  commence,  for  a  day  of  fafting,  humiliation  and  prayer,  to  implore 
Heaven  to  avert  from  us  the  evils  of  civil  war,  to  infpire  us  with  firmnefs  in 
fupport  of  our  rights,  and  to  turn  the  hearts  of  the  King  and  Parliament  to 
moderation  and  juftice.  To  give  greater  emphafis  to  our  propofition,  we 
agreed  to  wait  the  next  morning  on  Mr  Nicholas,  whofe  grave  and  religious 
character  was  more  in  unifon  with  the  tone  of  our  ref olution,  and  to  folicit  him 
to  move  it.  We  accordingly  went  to  him  in  the  morning.  He  moved  it  the 
fame  day;  the  firft  of  June  was  propofed,  and  it  paffed  without  oppofition." 

On  Tuefday  May  24'*,  R.  C.  Nicholas  prefented  the  refolve,  which  was  adopted, 

and  by  order  of  the  Affembly,  printed  in  the  Gazette  of  May  26th.     The  fame  day  the 

Governor,  upon  having  his  attention  directed  to  the  publication,  ordered  the  Burgeffes 

to  attend  him  in  the  Council  Chamber,  when  he  addref fed  them  as  follows : 

Mr 

1    Wafhington's  Jefferfon,  vol.  i,  pp.  6,  7.  '    Rufhworth's  Historical  Collections,  8  vols.,  1721. 

3    Ibid.,  iv,  494. 
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"Mr  Speaker  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Burgeffes: 

"I  have  in  my  hand  a  paper  published  by  order  of  your  Houfe,  conceived  in 
fuch  terms  as  reflects  highly  upon  his  Majefty,  and  the  Parliament  of  Great 
Britain,  which  makes  it  neceffary  for  me  to  diffolve  you;  and  you  are  diffolved 
accordingly." 

The  Excitement  Produced  by  the  "Bofton  Port  Bill,'  'intensified  by  penal  meafures 
adopted  by  Parliament,  was  very  great.  Such  acts  as  were  paffed  for  regulating  the 
Government  of  Maffachufetts  Bay;  quartering  troops  in  any  colony,  and  an  extenfion 
of  Canadian  authority  over  the  region  lying  between  the  Ohio  and  Miffxffippi  Rivers, 
in  which  the  inhabitants  of  that  fection  were  denied  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas 
corpus,  and  all  fhare  in  the  adminiftration  of  government,  were  conftrued  as  cruel 
meafures  of  intimidation.  This  purpofe  created  a  united  refiftance,  which  found  its 
ftrength  in  the  plan  adopted  by  the  colonies  in  general  for  a  Colonial  Congrefs. 
Freeholders  in  every  county  in  the  Colony  elected  delegates  to  the  Williamfburg  con- 
vention, which  in  turn  appointed  delegates  to  meet  thofe  of  the  Colonies  in  general 
feffion. 

In  the  mean  time,  Dunmore  having  iffued  writs  for  the  election  of  a  new  Affembly 
to  meet  on  Auguft  7"",  and  finding  the  old  members  returned,  he  had  prorogued  them  to 
the  firft  Thurfday  in  November,  repeating  the  prorogations  until  May  26"'.  1775, 
when  the  Affembly  of  June  ist.  of  that  year  was  proclaimed. 

During  the  fpring  preceding  this  feffion  of  the  Burgeffes,  Williamfburg  witneffed 
many  conditions,  incident  to  ftrife  and  dif affection.  With  a  population  eftimated  to 
be  two  thoufand » ,  many  being  uncertain  as  to  courfe  and  affiliations,  it  was  confidered 
effential  to  fuccefs  that  fecrecy  of  purpofe  be  maintained.  Secret  meetings  were  held 
in  the  Raleigh  Tavern  and  other  places,  and  fuch  matters  as  demanded  refolute  action 
were  entrufted  to  a  coterie  of  Burgeffes  known  to  be  in  fympathy  with  the  caufe  of 
liberty.  Fearing  the  refolution  paffed  to  raife  a  body  of  armed  men,  as  indicating  revolt, 
Dunmore  ordered  fifteen  barrels  of  gun  powder  then  in  the  Magazine,  to  be  removed 
to  H.  M.  S.  Fowey,  lying  off  York.  This  fecret  proceeding  called  forth  a  vigorous  ob- 
jection on  the  part  of  the  Burgeffes,  who  appointed  a  committee  to  prefent  an  addrefs 
to  the  Governor  and  afcertain  his  reafons  for  fuch  an  action. 

Attempting  to  allay  public  indignation,  then  very  high  throughout  the  Colony, 
the  Governor  maintained  that  the  Magazine  was  infecure,  promif ing  to  return  the  powder 
as  foon  as  the  building  was  placed  in  good  repair.  This,  with  other  reafons  he  embodied 
in  a  proclamation  to  Virginia,  on  the  yd.  of  May  following: 

A  PROCLAMATION  * 
VIRGINIA,  to  wit 

Whereas,  there  is  so  much  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  fome  perfons,in  the  different 
parts  of  this  colony,  are  difaffected  to  his  Majefty's  government,  and  by  their 
weight  and  credit  with  the  people  are  endeavoring  to  bring  the  country  into  fuch 
a  fituation  as  to  afford  them  the  faireft  profpect  of  effecting  a  change  in  the 
form  of  it,  covering  their  wicked  defigns  under  the  fpecious  appearance  of 
defending  their  liberties,  and  have  taken  advantage  of  the  unhappy  ferment, 
which  themfelves  have  raifed  in  the  minds  of  their  fellow  fubjects,  in  profecu- 
tion  of  their  dangerous  defigns  to  oppofe  the  moft  undoubted  prerogative  of 
the  King,  which  in  a  late  inftance  I  thought  it  expedient  to  exert  by  removing 
on  board  his  Majefty's  fhip  the  Fowey,  a  fmall  quantity  of  gun  powder,  belong- 
ing to  his  Majefty's,  from  the  magazine  in  this  city;  I  have  thought  fit,  by 
advice  of  his  Majefty's  council,  to  iffue  this  my  proclamation,  with  a  view  of 
undeceiving  the  deluded,  and  of  expofing  to  the  unwary  the  deftruction  into 
which  they  may  be  precipitated,  if  they  fuffer  themfelves  to  be  longer  guided  by 
fuch  infatuated  counfels. 

Although 

1    Dunmore  to  Dartmouth,  March  18,  1774-  2    Virginia  Gazette,  May  6,  1775. 
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Although  I  confider  myfelf,  under  the  authority  of  the  crown,  the  only 
conftitutional  judge,  in  what  manner  the  munition,  provided  for  the  protection 
of  the  people  of  this  government,  is  to  be  difpofed  of  for  that  end;  yet  for 
effecting  the  falutary  objects  of  this  proclamation,  and  removing  from  the 
minds  of  his  Majefty's  fubjects  the  groundlefs  fufpicions  they  have  imbibed, 
I  think  proper  to  declare  that  the  apprehenfions  which  feemed  to  prevail 
throughout  this  whole  country  of  an  intended  infurrection  of  the  flaves,  who 
had  been  feen  in  large  numbers,  in  the  night  time,  about  the  magazine,  and 
my  knowledge  of  its  being  a  very  infecure  depofitary,  were  my  inducements 
to  that  meafure,  and  I  chofe  the  night  as  the  propereft  feafon,  becaufe  I  knew 
the  temper  of  the  times,  and  the  mifinterpretations  of  my  defign  which  would 
be  apt  to  prevail  if  the  thing  fhould  be  known.  Acting  under  thefe  motives, 
I  certainly  rather  deferved  the  thanks  of  the  country  than  their  reproaches. 
But,  whenever  the  prefent  ferment  fhall  fubfide,  and  it  fhall  become  neceffary 
to  put  arms  into  the  hands  of  the  militia,  for  the  defence  of  the  people  againft 
a  foreign  enemy  or  inteftine  infurgents,  I  fhall  be  as  ready  as  on  a  late  oocafion 
to  exert  my  beft  abilities  in  the  fervice  of  the  country.  In  the  mean  time, 
as  it  is  indifpenfably  neceffary  to  maintain  order  and  the  authority  of  the 
laws,  and  thereby  the  dignity  of  his  Majefty's  government,  I  exhort  and 
require,  in  his  Majefty's  name,  all  his  faithful  fubjects,  to  leave  no  expedient 
unef fayed  which  may  tend  to  that  happy  end.  Such  as  are  not  to  be  in- 
fluenced by  the  love  of  order  for  its  own  fake,  and  the  bleffings  it  is  always 
productive  of,  would  do  well  to  confider  the  internal  weaknefs  of  this  colony, 
as  well  as  the  dangers  to  which  it  is  expofed  from  a  favage  enemy ;  who,  from 
the  moft  recent  advices  I  have  received  from  the  frontier  inhabitants,  are 
ready  to  renew  their  hoftilities  againft  the  people  of  this  country.  But,  as 
on  the  one  hand,  nothing  can  juftify  men,  without  proper  authority,  in  a  rapid 
recurrence  to  arms,  nothing  excufe  refiftance  to  the  executive  power  in  the 
due  enforcement  of  law,  fo  on  the  other,  nothing  but  fuch  refiftance  and  out- 
rageous proceedings  fhall  ever  compel  me  to  avail  myfelf  of  any  means  that 
may  carry  the  appearance  of  feverity. 

Anxious  to  reftore  peace  and  harmony  to  this  diftracted  country,  and  to 
induce  a  firmer  reliance  on  the  goodnefs  and  tendernefs  of  our  moft  gracious 
Sovereign  to  all  his  fubjects  equally,  and  on  the  wifdom  of  his  councils  for  a 
redrefs  of  all  their  real  grievances,  which  can  only  be  obtained  by  loyal  and 
conftitutional  applications,  I  again  call  upon  and  require  all  his  Majefty's  liege 
fubjects,  and  efpecially  all  magiftrates  and  other  officers,  both  civil  and 
military,  to  exert  themfelves  in  removing  the  difcontents,  and  fuppreffing  the 
fpirit  of  faction,  which  prevail  among  the  people,  that  a  dutiful  fubmtffion 
to  the  laws  of  the  land  may  be  ftrictly  obferved,  which  fhall  ever  be  the  rule 
of  my  conduct,  as  the  intereft  and  happinefs  of  this  dominion  ever  have  been, 
and  fhall  continue  to  be,  the  objects  of  my  adminiftration. 
Given  under  my  hand  and  the  feal  of  the  colony,  at  Williamfburg,  this  3rd  day 

of  May,  1775,  and  in  the  15  th  year  of  his  Majefty's  reign. 

DUNMORE. 
GOD  SAVE  THE  KING. 

Two  days  prior  to  iffuing  this  proclamation,  Dunmore  gave  his  true  reafons  for 
removing  the  powder  in  a  letter  to  Lord  Dartmouth,  Secretary  of  State : 

"Williamfburg,1  iat  May,  1775. 
My  Lord, 

The  feries  of  dangerous  meafures  purfued  by  the  people  of  this  Colony  againft 
Govern',  which  they  have  now  entirely  overturned,  and  particularly  their  having 


come 


1    Bancroft  Tranfcripts,  1768-1776,  No.  26,  Library  of  Congrefs. 
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come  to  a  resolution  of  raifing  a  body  of  armed  Men  in  all  the  counties,  made  me 
think  it  prudent  to  remove  fome  Gunpowder  which  was  in  a  Magazine  in  this  place, 
where  it  lay  expofed  to  any  attempt  that  might  be  made  to  feize  it,  and  I  had  reafon 
to  believe  the  people  intended  to  take  that  ftep.  I  accordingly  requefted  of  Lieut' 
Collins,  commanding  his  Maj''ys  armed  fchooner  the  Magdalen,  to  convey  the 
powder  on  board  the  Fowey,  Man-of-war  now  on  this  ftation,  whch  that  officer  with 
a  party  of  his  Seamen  diligently  executed;  but  tho'  it  was  intended  to  have  been  done 
privately,  Mr  Collins  and  his  party  were  obferved,  and  notice  was  given  immediately 
to  the  Inhabitants  of  this  place;  Drums  were  then  fent  thro'  the  City — The  inde- 
pendent company  got  under  Arms.  All  the  People  were  affembled,  and  during 
their  confultation,  continual  threats  were  brought  to  my  houfe,  that  it  was  their 
resolution  to  Seize  upon,  or  maffacre  me,  and  every  perfon  found  giving  me  affiftance 
if  I  refufed  to  deliver  the  Powder  immediately  into  their  cuftody. 

In  a  fhort  time  the  Mayor  and  Corporation  came  to  my  houfe,  leaving  their  armed 
force  at  a  little  diftance,  with  an  addrefs  in  reality  milder  in  terms,  than  I  expeded, 
but  ftill  from  the  manner  in  which  it  was  prefented  can  be  deemed,  if  not  a  treaf on- 
able  proceeding  at  leaft  nothing  lefs  than  one  of  the  higheft  infults,  that  could  be 
offered  to  the  authority  of  his  Maj''ys  Govern'.  The  Addrefs  reprefents  the  alarm 
into  which  the  people  had  been  thrown  at  the  taking  away  the  powder  in  a  private 
manner  by  an  armed  force,  particularly  at  a  time  when  they  are  apprehenfive  of 
Infurredion  among  their  flaves  (fome  reports  having  prevailed  to  this  effect) 
and  concludes  with  a  requeft  amounting  to  a  peremptory  demand,  that  the  powder 
be  delivered  up  immediately  to  them.  I  thought  proper  in  the  defencelefs  ftate  in 
which  I  find  myfelf,  to  endeavor  to  foothe  them,  and  anfwered  verbally  to  the  effed, 
that  I  had  removed  the  powder  left  the  Negroes  might  have  feized  upon  it,  to  a  place 
of  fecurity,  from  whence,  when  I  faw  occafion  I  would  at  any  time,  deliver  it  to 
the  people.  But  in  the  ferment  in  which  they  then  appeared  it  would  be  highly 
improper  to  put  it  into  their  hands,  as  it  woidd  be  inconfiftent  with  the  Authority 
I  reprefented  to  comply  with  any  demand  made  in  the  manner  of  the  prefent.  This 
did  not  fatiffy  them,  and  the  fury  of  the  People  was  ftill  reprefented  as  uncon- 
troullable  and  the  dreadful  confequences  of  it,  as  not  to  be  averted  by  any  other 
means,  than  complying  with  their  humour,  to  which  I  replied  only  by  declaring,  that 
I  would  never  depart  from  the  refolution  which  I  had  already  flgnifiedjo  them,  I  had 
taken,  and  by  arming  myfelf  and  the  perfons  of  my  family  to  oppofe  the  threatened 
attempts.  Their  happened  to  be  then  in  TownCapt"  Montagu,  commanding  the 
Fowey,  with  his  Capt"  of  Marines  a  Mr  Stretch  and  Lieut'  Henry  Collins  officer 
already  mentioned.  Thefe  gentlemen  immediately  joined  themfelves  to  my  little 
party,  and  offered  me  all  their  affiftance  which  could  be  f pared  from  on  board  the 
fhip  and  fchooner  whch  only  amounts  to  between  30  and  40  Men. 

I  was  not  long  after  unexpededly  informed,  the  people  by  the  perfuafion  of 
Mr  Peyton  Randolph  &  Mr  Nicholas  the  Treafurer,  had  difperfed  and  appeared 
fatiffied  with  the  anfwer  which  I  had  returned;  but  parties  of  armed  Men  were 
continually  coming  into  town  from  the  adjacent  Counties  the  following  days, 
offering  frefh  infults;  and  two  days  ago,  three  Gentlemen  of  principal  families 
in  the  Country,  arrived  deputed,  as  they  declared,  from  a  body  of  2000  armed 
Men,  who  were  collected  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Frederickfburg,  about  100  miles 
from  this  place,  and  who  only  waited  to  be  informed  by  thefe  Meffengers,  that  I 
would  deliver  up  the  powder,  as  they  were  determined  otherwife  to  proceed  to 
Williamfburg  and  affault  my  houfe,  and  fpare  neither  me,  nor  any  perfon  adhering 
to  me. 

The  Meffengers,  as  they  were  informed  the  powder  would  not  be  given  up, 
returned  vowing  vengeance  of  their  enraged  Confederates  againft  me,  and  I  am 
confequently  in  hourly  expectation  of  their  appearance. 

Some  of  the  families  have  removed  from  here  to  avoid  the  fcene  that  is  expeded. 
I  have  been  obliged  to  fend  Lady  Dunmore  and  my  children  on  Board  the  Man- 
of-war, 
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of-war,  and  I  {hall  remain  here  until  I  am  forced  out — But  as  I  cannot  exped 
to  make  any  effectual  refiftance  in  this  place  againft  the  numbers  that  are  (aid 
to  be  moving  againft  me,  I  intend  to  retire  towards  the  Town  of  York,  where  the 
Man-of-war  a  20  gun  (hip  and  an  armed  fchooner  lie,  under  the  protection  of  the 
guns  of  which,  and  under  cover  of  a  little  entrenchment  which  I  fhall  throw  up,  or 
at  war  ft  on  Board  the  Man-of-War,  I  fhall  wait  for  his  Maj',ys  orders,  and  I 
have  already  fxgnified  to  the  Magiftrates  of  Williamfburg,  that  I  exped  them  on 
their  allegiance  to  fall  upon  means  of  putting  a  flop  to  the  March  of  the  People 
now  on  their  way,  before  they  enter  this  City,  that  otherwife,  I  fhall  be  forced,  and 
it  is  my  fixed  purpofe,  to  arm  all  my  own  negroes,  &  receive  all  others  that  will 
come  to  me,  whom  I  fhall  declare  free.  That  I  do  enjoin  the  Magiftrates  and  all 
others,  profeffing  to  be  loyal  fubjeds,  to  repair  to  my  affiftance,  or  that  I  fhall 
confider  the  whole  country  in  an  Adual  State  of  Rebellion,  and  myfelf  at  liberty 
to  annoy  it  by  every  poffible  means,  and  that  I  fhall  not  hefitate  at  reducing  their 
houfes  to  Afhes,  and  fpreading  devaftation  wherever  I  can  reach.  I  have  likewife 
fummoned  the  Council  to  attend  me  about  the  time  which  thefe  infurgents  are 
expeded  here; 

I  have  dif patched  a  fmall  veffel  to  Bofton  to  General  Gage  and  Adm'  Graves, 
requefting  of  the  one  a  fmall  body  of  Men,  and  of  the  other  one  of  the  large  fhips 
under  his  command.  The  appearance  of  fuch  a  fhip  in  the  interior  parts  of  this 
Country,  where  the  great  depth  of  water  in  the  Rivers  here  will  permit  it  to  go, 
would  ftrike  the  greateft  awe,  and  if  I  obtain  2  or  300  Men,  who  might  be  entrenched 
under  the  protedion  of  the  guns  of  fuch  a  Man  of  War,  they  would  there  (tho' 
I  fhould  receive  no  affiftance  from  among  the  people  here)  at  leaft  until  I  can 
receive  His  Maj',y'  orders  to  regulate  my  future  condud,  proted  me  and  thofe 
officers  of  Govern'  who  would  choofe  to  attend  me,  and  I  have  reafon  to  believe,  this 
would  be  fufficient  to  determine  many  perfons  to  join  me,  who  hitherto  frcnn  the 
terror  fpread  by  the  Committees  and  other  difturbers  of  Govern'  have  been  deterred 
from  ever  declaring  their  fentiments. 

Whatever  may  be  the  iffue  of  this  prefent  Infurredion  in  this  Colony,  or 
wltether  the  People  will  now  proceed  or  not  to  the  autrocious  extremities,  which 
they  have  been  hardy  enough  to  avow  their  intentions  of  committing.  Their  condud 
has  already  afforded  fufficient  evidence  of  the  rebellious  fptrit  with  which  they  are 
poffeffed,  and  therefore  if  His  Maj''y  thinks  it  neceffary  to  maintain  an  appearance 
of  authority  in  this  Colony  during  the  unhappy  ftruggle  between  America  and 
Great  Brittain,  it  cannot  be  affeded  without  a  force  to  fupport  it,  which  I  am  in  hopes 
His  Maj''y  will  judge  requisite  to  fend  me,  that,  I  may  be  enabled  to  proted  myfelf 
and  the  other  faithful  Officers  and  friends  of  Govern',  who  knowing  themfelves 
in  fecurity  will,  I  am  perfuaded,  exert  their  utmoft  efforts,  in  the  fervice  of  His 
Maj''y.  Every  perfon  who  has  manifefted  the  leaft  partiality  to  the  King's 
Govern',  are  now  become  fufpeded  by  their  furious  Countrymen,  and  are  in  the 
greateft  danger  of  falling  vidims  to  the  rage  and  violence  which  accompany  all 
tlie  tranfadions  of  thefe  people  pretending  to  contend  for  Liberty. 

If  the  fervants  of  the  Crown  fhould  be  of  opinion,  that  the  authority  of  Govern' 
ought  to  be  enforced  here,  I  am  perfuaded,  that  if  His  Majefty  fhould  think  proper 
to  add  to  a  fmall  body  of  Troops  to  be  fent  here,  a  quantity  of  Arms,  Ammunition 
and  other  requifites  for  the  fervice,  I  could  raife  fuch  a  Force  from,  among  Indians, 
Negroes  and  other  perfons,  as  would  foon  reduce  the  refradory  people  of  this  Colony 
to  obedience.  I  am  ettc, 

DUN  MORE." 

In  the  preparation  of  his  proclamation  to  Virginia,  Lord  Dunmore  was  no  doubt 
influenced   by  the  appearance  of  a  Broadside1  iffued  in  Williamfburg,  Saturday,  April 
29"",  which  apprifed  Virginians  of  the  Battle  of  Lexington: 
"Williamfburg, 

1    In  Library  of  Congrefs. 
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"Williamfburg,  Saturday,  April  29,  1775. 

Late  laft  night  an  exprefs  arrived  from  Philadelphia,  with  the  following 
melancholy  advices  from  the  province  of  Connecticut,  forwarded  to  the 
Committee  of  Correfpondence  in  this  city. 

The  blow  (fo  much  dreaded  by  our  noble  friend  Lord  Chatham)  is  now 
ftruck,  a  great  deal  of  blood  fpilt,  and  much  more,  it  is  likely,  than  the  prefent 
advices  communicate.  That  great  man,  in  his  fpeech  upon  the  neceffity  of 
withdrawing  the  troops  from  Bofton  (delivered  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  the  20'* 
of  January  laft)  fays:  "Perhaps,  even  whilft  I  am  now"  fpeaking,  the  de- 
cifive  blow  is  ftruck,  which  may  involve  millions  in  the  confequences,  and, 
believe  me,  the  very  firft  drop  of  blood  that  is  fpilled  will  not  be  a  wound 
eafily  fkinned  over ;  it  will  be  irritable  vulnus,  a  wound  of  that  rancorous  fef ter- 
ing  kind,  that,  in  all  probability,  will  mortify  the  whole  body:" 

Philadelphia,   April   24,    1775. 

An  exprefs  arrived  at  five  o'clock  this  evening,  by  which  we  have  the 
following  advices,  viz. 

Watertown,  Wednefday  morning,  near  10  o'clock. 
TO  ALL  FRIENDS  OF  AMERICAN  LIBERTY. 

Be  it  known,  that  this  morning,  before  break  of  day,  a  brigade,  confifting 
of  about  1000  or  1200  men,  landed  at  Phipps  farm,  at  Cambridge,  and  marched 
to  Lexington,  where  they  found  a  company  of  our  colony  militia  in  arms,  upon 
whom  they  fired,  without  any  provocation,  and  killed  fix  men,  and  wounded 
four  others.  By  an  exprefs  from  Bofton,  we  find  another  brigade  is  now  on 
its  march  from  Bofton,  fuppofed  to  confift  of  1000  men.  The  bearer,  Rial 
Briffet,  is  charged  to  alarm  the  country,  quite  to  Connecticut ;  and  all  perfons 
are  defired  to  furnifh  him  with  frefh  horfes,  as  they  may  be  needed.  I  have 
fpoken  with  feveral,  who  have  feen  the  dead  and  wounded.  Pray  let  the 
Delegates  from  this  colony  to  Connecticut  fee  this ;  they  know  Col.  Fofter,  one 
of  the  Delegates. 

J.  PALMER,  one  of  the  committee. 

A  true  copy  from  the  original,  by  order  of  the  Committee  of  Correfpondence 
of  Worcefter,  April  1775. 

Attefted  and  forwarded  by  the  committees  of  Brookline,  Norwich,  New 
London,    Lyme,    Saybrook,    Killing] worth,    E.    Guilford,    Guilford,    Brandford, 
Newhaven. 

Fairfield,  Saturday,  April  22,  8  o'clock. 

Since  the  above  written  we  have  received  the  following,  by  a  fecond 

exprefs 

Thurfday,   3   o'clock  after  noon. 
Sir. 

I  am  this  moment  informed,  by  an  exprefs  from  Woodftock,  taken  from  the 
mouth  of  the  exprefs  at  two  of  the  clock  after  noon,  that  the  conteft  between  the 
firft  brigade  that  marched  to  Concord  was  ftill  continuing  this  morning  at  the  town 
of  Lexington,  to  which  faid  brigade  had  retreated ;  that  another  brigade,  faid  to 
be  the  fecond  mentioned  in  the  letter  of  this  morning,  had  landed  with  a  quantity 
of  artillery  at  the  place  where  the  firft  did.  The  Provincials  were  determined 
to  prevent  the  two  brigades  from  joining  their  ftrength,  if  poffible,  and  remain  in 
great  need  of  fuccour. 

N.  B.  The  Regulars  when  in  Concord,  burnt  the  court  houfe,  took  two  pieces 
of  cannon,  which  they  rendered  ufelefs,  and  began  to  take  up  Concord  bridge;  on 

which  Capt.  (who,  with  many  on  both  fides,  were  foon  killed)  made  an 

attack  upon  the  King's  troops,  on  which  they  retreated  to  Lexington. 

I  am,  &c. 

E.  B.  WILLIAMS. 
To  Col.  0.  B.  Johnfon,  Canterbury. 

P.  C. 
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P.  C. 

Mr  M'Farlane  of  Plainfield,  merchant,  has  juft  returned  from  Bofton,  by 
way  of  Providence,  who  converted  with  an  exprefs  from  Lexington,  who  farther 
informs,  that  4000  of  our  troops  had  furrounded  the  firft  brigade  above  men- 
tioned, who  were  on  a  hill  in  Lexington;  that  the  action  continued,  and  there 
were  about  50  of  our  men  killed,  and  150  of  the  Regulars,  as  near  as  they 
could  determine,  when  the  exprefs  came  away.  It  will  be  expedient  for 
every  man  to  go  who  is  fit  and  willing. 

The  above  is  a  true  coppy,  as  received  by  exprefs  from  Newhaven,  and 
attefted  by  the  committee  of  correfpondence  from  town  to  town. 

Attest,        JONATHAN  STURGIS, 
ANDREW  ROWLAND, 
THADDIUS  BURR,    Committee. 
JOB  BARTRAM. 

The  above  was  received  yefterday  at  4  o'clock  by  the  committee  of  New 
York,  and  forwarded  to  Philadelphia  by  Ifaac  Low,  chairman  of  the  committee 
at  New  York. 

This  morning  the  Committee  of  Correfpondence  met,  and  have  deter- 
mined to  fend  expreffes  to  the  fouthward. — It  is  now  full  time  for  us  all  to  be 
on  our  guard,  and  to  prepare  ourf elves  againft  any  contingency.  The  fword 
is  now  drawn,  and  God  knows  when  it  will  be  fheathed. 

Meeting  on  June  the  1 Bt,  the  Burgeffes  exchanged  communications  with  the  Gover- 
nor, that  concealed  in  no  way  the  mutual  diflike  and  lack  of  confidence  that  exifted 
between  them. 

Being  affembled  in  accordance  with  the  order  of  the  Miniftry,  to  confider  Lord 
North's  propofals,  to  which  they  ably  replied,  it  was  determined  to  inveftigate  the 
Executive's  adminiftration  of  the  Colony's  affairs.  A  committee  was  appointed  to 
infpecl;  the  Public  Magazine,  and  a  requeft  for  information  concerning  the  number  of 
Militia  that  had  been  called  into  fervice,  the  expenfe  incurred  thereby,  and  the  duty 
performed  by  them  fince  the  Indian  expedition  was  made.  Replying  to  the  requeft 
concerning  this  expedition  on  Monday,  June  5"'.,  the  Governor  ftated,  that  exadl 
returns  had  not  been  furnifhed  him,  and  referred  the  Burgeffes  to  the  feveral  Lieu- 
tenants commanding  the  various  corps  for  fuch  information  as  they  required. 

The  following  Wednefday,  Dunmore  removed  with  his  family  to  the  Fowey,  then 
lying  off  York,  giving  as  his  reafon  for  this  courfe  that  he  believed  his  family  were  in 
danger  of  bodily  harm,  and  were  no  longer  fafe  in  Williamfburg.  It  was  evident 
from  his  fortifying  the  "Manfion"  nearly  a  month  before,  and  from  his  communication 
to  Lord  Dartmouth,1  bearing  date  May  15'*.,  that  he  had  not  felt  fecure  fince  the  an- 
nouncement of  Patrick  Henry's  prefence  near  the  Capitol,  at  the  head  of  the  Virginia 
Militia,  at  which  time  Richard  Corbin,  his  Majefty's  Receiver-General,  was  compelled 
to  pay  £330,  as  a  compenfation  for  the  powder  removed  by  the  Executive's  order: 

My  Lord, 

The  commotion  in  this  Colony,  of  the  caufe  of  wh'h  I  gave  your  Lordp  an 
account  in  my  letter  No.  26,  dated  the  isl  of  May,  has  obliged  me  to  fhut  myfelf 
in,  &  make  a  garrifon  of  my  houfe,  expeding  every  moment  to  be  attacked.  There  is 
fcarce  a  County  of  the  whole  Colony  wherein  part  of  the  people  have  not  taken  up 
arms  and  declared  their  intention  of  forcing  me  to  make  reftitution  of  the  Powder; 
bodies  of  different  numbers  have  been  in  motion  in  all  parts  of  the  Colony,  who 
have  been  only  diffuaded  from  purfuing  their  attempts,  by  the  interpofition  of  fome 
lefs  violent  people,  and  compelled  to  lay  down  their  arms  and  atone  for  their  offences 
by  the  Juftice  of  the  Country  or  the  fupport  due  from  fubjeds  to  their  lawful 
Government. 
A 

1  Bancroft  Tranferipts,  1768-1776,  No.  27 — Library  of  Congrefs. 
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A  party  headed  by  a  certain  Patrick  Henry,  one  of  the  Delegates  of  this  Colony, 
a  man  of  defperate  circumstances,  and  one  who  has  been  very  adive  in  encouraging 
disobedience  and  exciting  a  fpirit  of  Revolt  among  the  People  for  many  years 
paft,  advanced  to  within  a  few  miles  of  this  place,  and  there  encamped  with  all  the 
appearance  of  adual  War,  (topping  and  detaining  every  paffenger  on  the  road 
coming  this  way  for  fear  of  my  obtaining  intelligence  of  their  motions;  Henry, 
their  leader  dif patching  letters  all  over  the  County  to  excite  the  People  to  join  him, 
and  he  fent  one  particularly  to  dired  that  the  People  of  the  County  of  York  fhould 
prevent,  at  all  events,  any  fuccour  being  fent  to  me  from  the  Man  of  War  lying 
at  York  or  my  retreat  to  the  Man  of  War. 

While  they  were  in  this  pofition,  they  found  means,  by  threatening  the  per f on, 
family  and  property  of  his  Maj"y's  Receiver  General,  MT  Corbin,  to  extort  the 
fum  of  330  pound's  from  him,  which  they  thought  to  demand  out  of  the  King's 
Revenue  to  replace  the  Powder  which  I  had  removed  out  of  the  Magazine;  having 
obtained  this,  they  have  declared  themfelves  fatiffied  and  juftice  done  to  the  Country 
for  the  infult  I  had  committed,  and  have  returned  triumphantly,  to  their  refpedive 
habitations. 

This  proceeding  has  been  undertaken  purfuant  to  the  Laws  eftablifhed  by 
the  General  Congrefs,  wherein  the  people  are  direded  to  make  reprisals  on  the  per- 
sons and  effeds  of  the  Officers  of  Govern'  for  any  damage  done  in  confequence  of 
the  execution  of  their  duty;  according  to  the  principle  of  which,  if  any  lives  of 
Americans  are  loft,  or  their  perfons  feized,  in  the  courfe  of  thefe  unhappy  divifions, 
the  fame  is  to  be  retaliated  upon  the  officers  of  Govern'  wherever  they  are  to  be 
found;  and  if,  after  the  extraordinary  Zeal  with  which  the  People  of  this  Colony 
manifeft  their  approbation  of,  and  their  refolution  to  give  fupport  to  the  Congrefs, 
there  were  ftill  a  doubt  that  they  could  be  capable  of  perpetrating  Ads  of  that  nature, 
the  proceeding,  which  I  report  to  your  Lordp  would,  I  imagine,  remove  it,  and  the 
feizing  of  me  and  my  family  as  hoftages  to  anfwer  for  any  confequences  that  may 
enfue  from  the  conteft  with  Great  Britain,  particularly  fince  the  Newfpapers 
have  brought  accounts  that  many  of  the  Ringleaders  of  the  outrages  in  America 
were  ordered  to  be  apprehended,  has  been  the  current  report  of  the  Country,  and 
I  am  of  opinion  that  the  danger  of  the  undertaking,  little  as  that  was,  more  than 
a  fence  of  duty  deterred  the  insurgents  from  executing  that  projed  on  this  occafion ; 
for  your  Lord"  further  information,  and  to  fhow  I  have  made  no  exagerated  report 
of  the  condud  of  the  people  in  this  affair,  I  tranfmit  the  accounts  as  they  are 
publifhed  by  themfelves  in  their  Newfpapers  {Marked  A)  from  whence  it  appears 
that  far  from  endeavoring  to  extenuate,  they  applaude  one  another  for,  and  glory 
in  their  attempts. 

I  tranfmit  to  your  Lordp  two  proclamations  wch  I  have  iffued  on  this  occafion, 
the  flrft  of  which  I  thought  proper  to  publifh  together  with  the  minute  of  Council, 
in  hopes  the  names  of  the  Gentlemen  who  advifed  it,  from  their  credit  with  the 
people,  might  induce  thofe  who  have  joined  in  fuch  dangerous  meafures  from 
ignorance,  to  pay  the  greater  attention  to  the  warning  it  contained;  and  in  order 
that  it  might  afford  the  ftrongeft  evidence  poffible  to  His  Maj' y  and  the  Parliament, 
if  he  fhould  think  proper  to  lay  it  before  them,  of  the  lengths  to  which  the  People 
of  this  Colony  are  proceeding,  who  have  left  nothing  now  remaining  to  be  done, 
in  order  totally  to  overturn  his  Maj',yU  Govern'  but  the  laying  violent  hands  upon 
his  Governor,  and  the  Country  being  every  where  arming  and  difciplining  Men, 
even  in  the  place  where  I  live  drums  are  beating,  and  Men  in  uniform  dreffes  with 
arms  are  continually  in  the  ftreets,  which  my  authority  is  no  longer  able  to  prevent, 
your  Lordp  will  I  hope  fee  the  neceffity  of  fending  me  Inftrudions  upon  the  occafion, 
&  of  putting  me  in  a  fituation  of  fafety. 

Your  Lordp'!  difpatches  of  the  iTd  of  March  are  juft  come  to  hand,  in  confe- 
quence of  which  I  have  called  the  Affembly,  to  meet  on  Thurfday  the  V  of  June. 

The 
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The  juft  and  equitable  expectations  of  the  Govern'  and  Parliament  oj  Great 
Britain,  from  fo  fair  an  opening  for  a  reconciliation,  as  is  prefented  to  the  Ameri- 
cans by  the  refolution  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  could  not  be  Disappointed,  if  the 
People  of  this  Country  were  ftill  under  the  influence  of  reafon,  or  had  not  already 
thrown  off  every  inclination  to  an  accommodation  of  differences;  it  is  no  longer 
to  be  doubted,  that  Independence  is  the  objed  in  view,  and  I  am  of  opinion,  that  no 
warning  will  deter,  nor  offers  divert  them  from  making  every  attempt  their  leaders 
advife  to  eftablifh  it. 

It  is  a  confiderable  lime  that  intimation  has  arrived  here  of  the  favorable  dif- 
pofition  of  Parliam'  exadly  as  it  is  now  transmitted  by  your  Lord* ;  but  it  feems, 
hitherto  rather  to  have  urged  the  people  to  hurry  on  to  extremities ;  the  foregoing 
part  of  this  letter  is  a  proof  of  what  I  alledge,  as  Lord  North's  Plan,  as  it  has 
been  called,  was  known  before  the  tranfadions  therein  related  took  place.  The 
Newspapers  have  already  begun  to  prejudice  the  people  againft  it,  and  to  call 
it  only  a  Ministerial  device  to  divide  the  Colonies,  and  it  is  infifted  that  no  Negocia- 
tion  be  entered  upon,  without  the  repeal  of  all  the  Ads  complained  of,  as  a  pre- 
liminary; I  therefore  muft  inform  your  Lordp,  that  I  have  little  or  no  good  expeda- 
tions  from  the  refolutions  of  the  approaching  Affembly  of  Virginia,  the  violence  of 
the  temper  of  which  has  already  been  fo  publicly  manifefted;  but  your  Lordp  may 
be  affured,  I  fhall  exert  my  beft  abilities,  and  (pare  no  pains  or  labor  to  accom- 
plifh  a  work  of  fuch  great  and  national  importance,  in  which  I  fhall  be  warmly 
feconded  by  the  moft  part  of  his  Majefty's  Council.     I  am,  My  Lord, 

Your   Lord*'1    moft   obedient    humble   fervant. 

DUN  MORE." 

Soon  after  this  negotiations  ceafed  between  Dunmore  and  the  Affembly,  and 
it  became  neceffary  to  refort  to  means  that  would  give  effect  to  important  meafures 
that  had  already  been  fanctioned  by  the  Council.  It  was  maintained  that  the  Execu- 
tive of  that  Body,  in  the  abfence  of  the  Governor,  was  legally  qualified  to  difcharge 
fuch  duties  as  were  vefted  in  the  King's  reprefentative,  the  Council  later  acceding  to 
this  in  obedience  to  neceffity  and  the  wifhes  of  the  people. 

Under  this  form  of  adminiftration  the  period  of  interregnum  was  governed  until 
July,  1775,  when  the  Richmond  Convention,  organized  a  provifional  form  of  govern- 
ment, with  legiflative  functions,  to  be  affifted  by  the  Committee  of  Safety,  whofe 
province  maintained  jurifdiction  over  all  matters  concerning  the  protection  of  the 
Colonies.  The  duties  of  the  Houfe  of  Burgeffes  therefore  were  at  an  end,  but  as  it 
was  not  the  cuftom  to  adjourn  fine  die,  Thurfday,  Odober  \2ih.  was  agreed  upon  as 
the  day  for  re-affembling.  On  this  day,  no  quorum  being  present,  the  date  was 
changed  to  March  7 "'.  1776,  and  again  to  Monday,  May  6"'.  when  "feveral  members 
met,  but  did  neither  proceed  to  bufinefs,  nor  adjourn,  as  the  Houfe  of  Burgeffes." 

So  ended  one  of  the  moft  hiftoric  legiflative  bodies  ever  enacting  laws  in  America. 
Reprefentative  of  the  people,  its  voice  was  ever  raifed  in  behalf  of  popular  intereft ; 
acting  upon  the  principle  of  equality,  and  never  doubting  the  validity  of  its  purpofe, 
it  eftablifhed  faith  in  mankind  for  felf  government,  that  conditions  have  proven 
worthy  of  example  and  monumental  in  defign. 

John  Pendleton  Kennedy. 

Richmond,  July,  1905. 
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B  urgeff  es. 


Accomac 

James  Henry 
Southey  Simpfon 

Fauquier 

*Thomas  Marfhall 
♦James  Scott 

Albemarle 

Thomas  Jefferfon 
John  Walker 

Fincaftle 

William  Chriftian 
♦Robert  Doak 

Amelia 

♦John  Tabb 
♦John  Winn 

Frederick 

♦James  Wood 
♦Ifaac  Zane 

Amherft 

♦Jofeph  Cabell 
*William  Cabell,  Jr. 

Gloucefter 

Lewis  Burwell 
Thomas  Whiting 

Augufta 

Charles  Lewis 
♦Samuel  McDowell 

Goochland 

Thomas  Mann  Randolph 
John  Woodfon 

Bedford 

♦Charles  Lynch 
♦John  Talbot 

Halifax 

♦Ifaac  Coles 
Nathaniel  Terry 

Berkeley 

♦Thomas  Hite 
Robert  Rutherford 

Hampfhire 

♦James  Mercer 
♦Jofeph  Nevill 

Botetourt 

*John  Bowyer 
*Andrew  Lewis 

Hanover 

Patrick  Henry,  Jr. 
John  Syme 

Brunfwick 

John  Jones 
Thomas  Stith 

Henrico 

Richard  Adams 
Samuel  Duval 

Buckingham 

Henry  Bell 
♦Charles  May 

Ifle  of  Wight 

♦James  Bridger 
♦Richard  Hardy 

Caroline 

Edmund  Pendleton 
Walker  Taliaferro 

James  City 

Lewis  Burwell 
R.  C.  Nicholas 

Charles  City 
Charlotte 
Chefterfield 
The  College 

♦William  Acrill 
Benjamin  Harrifon 

♦Paul  Carrington 
James  Speed 

Archibald  Cary 
♦Benjamin  Watkins 

tjohn  Page 

Jameftown 
King  &  Queen 

King  George 

King  William 

♦Champion  Travis 

♦George  Brooke 
♦John  T.  Corbin 

William  Fitzhugh 
Jofeph  Jones 

♦William  Aylett 
♦Auguftine  Moore 

Culpeper 

Henry  Field,  Jr. 
Henry  Pendleton 

Lancafter 

Charles  Carter 
Richard  Mitchell 

Cumberland 

♦John  Fleming 
♦John  Mayo 

Loudoun 

♦Thomas  Mafon 
Francis  Peyton 

Dinwiddie 

♦John  Banifter 
♦Robert  Boiling 

Louifa 

♦Richard  Anderfon 
Dabney  Can- 

Dunmore 

♦Francis  Slaughter 
♦Jofeph  Watfon 

Lunenburg 

Richard  Claiborne 
Thomas  Pettus 

Elizabeth  City 

Henry  King 
Worlich  Weftwood 

Mecklenburg 

♦Mathew  Marrable 
♦Robert  Munford 

Effex 

James  Edmundfon 
♦William  Roane 

Middlefex 

Edmund  Berkeley 
James  Montagu 

Fairfax 

George  Wafhington 
♦John  Weft 

the  Journal  to  have  been  ] 

Nanfemond 
>refent  during  the  Affembly. 

♦Benjamin  Baker 
Lemuel  Riddick 

*Not  fhown  by 

f'Rofewell,"  Gloucefter  County. 
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New  Kent  Burwell  Baffett 

Bartholomew  Dandridge 

Norfolk  James  Holt 

♦Thomas  Newton,  Jr. 

Norfolk  Borough  Jofeph  Hutchings 

Northampton       John  Bowdoin 
John  Burton 

Northumberland  *Rodham  Kenner 
Peter  P.  Thornton 


Orange 
Pittfylvania 
Prince  Edward 
Prince  George 
Prince  William 
Princefs  Anne 


Thomas  Barbour 
Zachariah  Burnley 

John  Donelfon 
♦Hugh  Innes 

♦Pafchal  Greenhill 
*Peter  Legrand 

Richard  Bland 
Peter  Poythrefs 

Henry  Lee 
*Foufhee  Tebbs 

Edward  H.  Mofeley,  Jr. 
Christopher  Wright 


Richmond 

Southampton 

Spotfylvania 

Stafford 

Surry 

Suffex 

Warwick 

Weftmoreland 

Williamfburg 
York 


Robert  Wormley  Carter 
Francis  Lightfoot  Lee 

Edwin  Gray 
Henry  Taylor 

*Mann  Page,  Jr. 
George  Stubblefield 

John  Alexander 
Charles  Carter 

♦Allen  Cocke 
Nicholas  Faulcon,  Jr. 

Richard  Blunt 
*David  Mafon 

William  Harwood 
William  Langhorne 

Richard  Lee 
Richard  Henry  Lee 

Peyton  Randolph 

Dudley  Digges 
Thomas  Nelfon,  Jr. 


♦Not  fhown  by  the  Journal  to  have  been  prefent  during  the  Affembly. 


Changes  in   the   Perfonnel,    1773. 


Augufta 

Cumberland 

Frederick 

Hampfhire 

Hanover 

Northampton 

Northumberland 

Stafford 

Surry 


Charles  Lewis  fucceeded  John  Wilfon 
John  Mayo  fucceeded  Alexander  Trent 
Ifaac  Zane  fucceeded  Robert  Rutherford 
Jofeph  Nevill  fucceeded  Alexander  White 
John  Syme  fucceeded  John  Smith 
John  Bowdoin  fucceeded  Severn  Eyre 
Rodham  Kenner  fucceeded  Spencer  M.  Ball 
Charles  Carter  fucceeded  Yelverton  Peyton 
Nicholas  Faulcon,  Jr.,  fucceeded  Hartwell  Cocke 


Virginia,  to  wit: 

By  his  HExcelleiiqp  the  Right  Honourable  3ol)n 
Earl  of  TDuiimore,  his  Majefty's  Lieutenant  and  Gov- 
ernor General  of  the  faid  Colony  and  Dominion,  and 
Vice  Admiral  of  the  fame. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 


Whereas,  the  General  Affembly  ftands  prorogued  to  the  firft  Thurfday  in  the  next 
month  and  I  find  no  urgent  occafion  for  the  faid  Affembly's  meeting  at  that  time; 
I  have  therefore  thought  fit  by  and  with  the  advice  of  his  Majefty's  Council,  by  this 
proclamation,  in  his  Majefty's  name,  further  to  prorogue  the  faid  Affembly  to  the  firft 
Thurfday  in  May  next. 

Given  under  my  hand,  and  the  feal  of  the  colony,  at  Williamsburg,  this  19th  day  of 
October,  1772,  and  in  the  twelfth  year  of  his  Majefty's  reign. 


~3)unmore. 


GOD  SAVE  THE  KING. 


By  his  ^Excellency  the  Right  Honourable  3obn 
Earl  of  ^)unmore,  his  Majefty's  Lieutenant  and  Gov- 
ernor General  of  the  Colony  and  Dominion  of  Vir- 
ginia and  Vice  Admiral  of  the  fame. 


A  PROCLAMATION. 


Virginia,  to  wit 


Whereas,  the  General  Affembly  ftands  prorogued  to  the  firft  Thurfday  in  May  next 
but  it  is  judged  expedient  that  the  faid  Affembly  fhould  meet  fooner,  in  order  to  deliber- 
ate on  a  matter  I  have  to  lay  before  them  of  great  moment  to  the  welfare  of  this  Colony ; 
I  have  therefore  thought  fit,  by  and  with  the  confent  and  advice  of  his  Majefty's  Council 
by  this  Proclamation  in  his  Majefty's  name  to  appoint  Thurfday  the  fourth  day  of 
March  next  for  that  purpofe;  at  which  time  the  attendance  of  the  General  Affembly 
is  accordingly  required  at  the  Capitol  in  the  City  of  Williamfburg. 

Given  under  my  Hand  and  the  Seal  of  the  Colony  at  Williamfburg  aforefaid  this  fixth 
day  of  February,  1773,  and  in  the  thirteenth  Year  of  his  Majefty's  reign. 

~3Dunmore. 

GOD  SAVE  THE  KING. 


JOURNAL 


of  th< 


House  of  B 


OUSE  OF  DURGESSES 


Bt>ursoa?.  tt)*  4tl)  of  Sttarcl).  13  <&eo.  111.  17?3. 

AMeffage  from  the  Governor  by  John  Blair,  Efquire,  Clerk  of  the  Council. 
Mr  Speaker, 

The  Governor  commands  this  Houfe  to  attend  his  Excellency  immediately, 
in  the  Council-Chamber. 

Accordingly  Mr  Speaker,  with  the  Houfe  went  up  to  attend  his  Excellency. 

And  being  returned ; 

Mr  Speaker  reported,  that  the  houfe  had  attended  the  Governor  in  the  Council- 
Chamber,  where  his  Excellency  was  pleafed  to  make  a  fpeech  to  the  Council  and  this 
Houfe,  of  which  Mr  Speaker  faid  he  had,  to  prevent  mif takes,  obtained  a  Copy;  which 
he  read  to  the  Houfe,  and  is  as  followeth,  viz. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Council,  Mr  Speaker  and  Gentlemen 
of  the  Houfe  of  Burgeffes. 

It  ivas  far  from  my  intention  when  we  parted  laft,  to  have  put  you  to  the  expence  and 
trouble  of  meeting  again  here  fo  foon,  but  I  am  perfuaded  you  will  feel  the  Neceffity  of  it, 
when  I  inform  you,  that  all  the  Emiffvons  of  your  paper  Currency  now  in  Circulation  are 
forged,1  and  that  in  fo  Mafterly  a  Manner  that  it  is  almoft  impoffiblc  for  thofe  the  moft 
knowing  in  thefe  Matters  to  diftinguifh  the  good  from  the  bad;  Seeing  the  Credit  of  the 
Country  fo  deeply  affeded  by  it,  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  Affemble  you  immediately,  that 
you  might  purfue  fuch  meafures  as  you  fhall  think  proper  to  reftore  it  (if  poffible)  to  its 
former  credit,  and  I  do  moft  fincerely  Congratulate  you,  both  on  its  being  difcovered  fo  foon, 
and  that  the  Authors2  of  Coining  your  Gold  and  Silver,  as  well  as  forging  and  paffing  your 
paper  Money,  are  in  fo  fair  a  way  of  receiving  that  punifhment  which  is  due  to  their  Crimes 
as  well  thofe  in  a  Neighboring  Province  as  them  in  this  Colony. 

Mr  Speaker  and  Gentlemen  of  the 
Houfe  of  Burgeffes. 

Hainng  nothing  in  command  from  his  Majefty  to  trouble  you  with  at  prefent,  I  hope 
you  will  proceed  immediately  with  the  Coolnefs,  and  Candour,  that  is  becoming  fo  refped- 
able  a  body,  to  the  bufinefs  on  which  you  are  now  Affembled. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Council,  Mr  Speaker  and 
Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Burgeffes. 

I  do  affure  you,  you  will  do  me  but  Juftice  when  you  think,  that  I  fhall  always  be  moft 
exceedingly  happy  in  concurring  with  you,  in  enading  any  Laws,  that  may  be  thought 

will 


1  Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Treafurer  of  the  Colony  of  Virginia,  announces  the  detection  of  this  crime,  in  the 

Virginia  Gazette  of  Feb.  4,  1773. 
3  See  public  notices  figned  "Lawfon"  and  "A  Friend"  in  the  Virginia  Gazette  of  April  8,  1773. 
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urill  contribute  to  the  mutual  advantage  oj  this  and  cur  Mother  Country,  whofe  interest  I 
hope  we  fhall  ever  think  inseparable. 

Refolved,  that  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Excellency  the  Governor, 
returning  him  the  thanks  of  this  Houfe  for  his  kind  fpeech  at  the  opening  of  this  Seffion, 
expreffing  our  great  concern  to  find  that  our  Gold  and  Silver  coin  as  well  as  our  paper  s 
Currency  have  been  Counterfeited  in  fo  dangerous  and  alarming  a  manner  but  at  the 
fame  time  to  thank  his  Excellency  for  giving  us  fo  early  an  opportunity  of  deliberating 
on  a  fubject  of  fuch  infinite  importance  to  the  Credit  of  this  Colony  which  we  will  take 
under  our  immediate  and  moft  ferious  Confideration,  and  to  declare  our  confidence  in 
his  Excellency's  ready  concurrence  with  us  in  every  meafure  that  may  be  for  the  good 
of  this  Country. 

Ordered,  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  draw  up  an  Addrefs,  to  be  prefented 
to  the  Governor,  upon  the  faid  Refolution. 

And  a  Committee  was  appointed  of  Mr  Treasurer,  Mr  Edmund  Pendleton  and  Mr 

Harrifon . 

Ordered,  that  the  Governor's  Speech  to  the  Council  and  this  Houfe  be  referred  to 

the  faid  Committee. 

Refolved,  that  the  Governor's  Speech  be  taken  into  Confideration  tomorrow. 

Refolved,  that  this  Houfe  will  tomorrow  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  Houfe,  to  take  into  Confideration  the  Governor's  Speech. 

Ordered,  that  the  reverend  Thomas  Price  be  continued  Chaplain  to  this  Houfe, 
and  that  he  attend  to  read  Prayers  at  ten  of  the  Clock  every  Morning,  in  the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Richard  Lee  do  go  to  the  Council,  and  acquaint  them,  that  the 
Chaplain  will  attend  to  read  Prayers  at  ten  of  the  Clock  every  Morning  in  the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  an  Addrefs  be  made  to  the  Governor,  to  order  a  new  writ  to  iffue  for  * 
the  electing  of  a  Burgefs1  to  ferve  in  this  prefent  General  Affemblyfor  the  County  of 
Augufta,  in  the  room  of  Mr  John  Wilfon  deceafed;    and  that  Mr  Richard  Lee  do  wait 
upon  his  Excellency  with  the  faid  Addrefs. 

Ordered,  that  an  Addrefs  be  made  to  the  Governor,  to  order  a  new  Writ  to  iffue  for 
the  electing  of  a  Burgefs2  to  ferve  in  this  prefent  General  Affembly  for  the  County  of 
Frederick,  in  the  room  of  Mr  Robert  Rutherford,  who,  fince  his  Election  for  the  faid 
County,  hath  accepted  the  Office  of  one  of  his  Majefty's  Coroners  of  the  faid  County ; 
and  that  Mr  Edmund  Pendleton  do  wait  upon  his  Excellency  with  the  faid  Addrefs. 

Ordered,  that  an  Addrefs  be  made  to  the  Governor,  to  order  a  new  Writ  to  iffue 
for  the  electing  of  a  Burgefs  ^  to  ferve  in  this  prefent  General  Affembly  for  the  County 
of  Hanover,  in  the  room  of  Mr  John  Smith  deceafed;  and  that  Mr  Edmund  Pendleton 
do  wait  upon  his  Excellency  with  the  faid  Addrefs. 

Ordered,  that  an  Addrefs  be  made  to  the  Governor,  to  order  a  new  Writ  to  iffue 
for  the  electing  of  a  Burgefs*  to  ferve  in  this  prefent  General  Affembly  for  the  County 
of  Northampton  in  the  room  of  Mr  Severn  Eyre,  deceafed ;  and  that  Mr  Burton  do  wait 
upon  his  Excellency  with  the  faid  Addrefs. 

Ordered,  that  an  Addrefs  be  made  to  the  Governor  to  order  a  new  Writ  to  iffue  for 
the  electing  of  a  Burgefs  to5  ferve  in  this  prefent  General  Affembly  for  the  County  of  6 
Surry,  in  the  room  of  Mr  Hartwell  Cocke,  deceafed,  and  that  Mr  Bland  do  wait  upon  his 
Excellency  with  the  faid  Addrefs. 

Ordered,  that  Robert  Hyland,  William  Hicks,  John  Creagh,  and  William  Drinkard 
be  continued  Door-keepers  to  this  Houfe,  and  that  they  give  their  attendance  accord- 
ingly. 

Ordered,  that  an  Addrefs  be  made  to  the  Governor  to  order  a  new  Writ  to  iffue 
for  the  electing  of  a  Burgefs6  to  ferve  in  this  prefent  General  Affembly  for  the  County 
of  Hampfhire,  in  the  room  of  Mr  Alexander  White,  who,  fince  his  Election  for  the  faid 
County,  hath  accepted  the  Office  of  his  Majefty's  deputy  Attorney  in  the  Court  of  the 
faid  County ;  and  that  Mr  Rutherford  do  wait  upon  his  Excellency  with  the  faid  Addrefs, 

Ordered. 


'  Charles  Lewis.  "  Ifaac  Zane.  3  John  Symc.  «  John  Bowdoin.  s  Nicholas  Faulcon,  Jr. 

*  Jofeph  Nevill. 
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Ordered,  that  an  Addrefs  be  made  to  the  Governor  to  order  a  new  Writ  to  iffue 
for  the  electing  of  a  Burgefs '  to  ferve  in  this  prefent  General  Affembly  for  the  County 
of  Northumberland,  in  the  room  of  Mr  Spencer- Mottrom  Ball,  who,  fince  his  Election 
for  the  faid  County ,  hath  accepted  the  Office  of  Sheriff  of  the  faid  County ;  and  that 
Mr  Richard  Lee  do  wait  upon  his  Excellency  with  the  faid  Addrefs. 

Ordered,  that  an  Addrefs  be  made  to  the  Governor,  to  order  a  new  Writ  to  iffue 
for  the  electing  of  a  Burgefs 2  to  ferve  in  this  prefent  General  Affembly  for  the  County 
of  Stafford,  in  the  room  of  Mr  Yelverton  Peyton,  who,  fince  his  election  for  the  faid  County, 
hath  accepted  the  Office  of  an  Infpector  of  Tobacco;  and  that  Mr  Alexander  do  wait 
upon  his  Excellency  with  the  faid  Addrefs. 

Ordered,  that  an  Addrefs  be  made  to  the  Governor,  to  order  a  new  Writ  to  iffue 
for  the  electing  of  a  Burgefs  3  to  ferve  in  this  prefent  General  Affembly  for  the  County 
of  Charlotte,  in  the  room  of  Mr  Paul  Carrington,  who,  fince  his  election  for  the  faid 
County,  hath  accepted  the  Office  of  Clerk  of  the  Court  of  the  County  of  Hallifax;  and 
that  Mr  Speed  do  wait  upon  his  Excellency  with  the  faid  Addrefs. 

Several  Members,  returned  upon  new  Writs  having  taken  the  Oath  appointed  to 
be  taken  by  Act  of  Parliament,  and  repeated  and  fubfcribed  the  Teft,  took  their  places 
in  the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  an  Addrefs  be  made  to  the  Governor  to  order  a  new  Writ  to  iffue 
for  the  electing  of  a  Burgefs*  to  ferve  in  this  prefent  General  Affembly  for  the  County 
of  Fauquier,  in  the  room  of  Mr  Thomas  Marfha.il,  who,  fince  his  election  for  the  faid 
County,  hath  accepted  the  Office  of  Clerk  of  the  Court  of  the  County  of  Dunmore; 
and  that  Mr  Henry  Lee  do  wait  upon  his  Excellency  with  the  faid  Addrefs. 

And  then  the  Houfe  adjourned  til  Tomorrow  Morning  eleven  of  the  Clock. 


TFVida?.  tl)e  5tl)  of  Sttarcl).  13  <Beo.  ttt  1773, 

A  Petition  of  feveral  Perfons,  inhabitants  of  the  Counties  of  Southampton  and 
Nanfemond,  whofe  names  are  thereunto  fubfcribed,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe 
and  read,  fetting  forth,  that  a  Bridge, 5  formerly  built  in  purfuance  of  an  Act 
of  the  General  Affembly  over  Nottoway  River,  from  the  land  of  Jeffe  Brown, 
was  very  convenient,  but  hath  been  carried  away;   and  therefore  praying,  that  leave 
may  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  authorizing  Perfons  to  receive  Subfcriptions,  and  apply 
the  Money  fubfcribed  in  erecting  a  Bridge  at  the  place  aforefaid. 

Ordered,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  purfuant  to  the  Prayer  of  the  faid 
Petition ;  and  that  Mr  Riddick  and  Mr  Gray  do  prepare,  and  bring  in  the  fame. 

Mr  Treafurer  reported  from  the  Committee,  appointed  to  draw  up  an  Addrefs  to 
be  prefented  to  the  Governor,  that  the  Committee  had  drawn  up  an  Addrefs  accord- 
ingly which  they  had  directed  him  to  report  to  the  Houfe,  and  he  read  the  fame  in  his 
Place,  and  afterwards  delivered  it  in  at  the  Clerk's  Table ;  where  the  fame  was  read 
and  is  as  followeth,  viz. 

My  Lord, 

We  his  Majefty's  mofl  dutiful  and  loyal  fubjeds,  the  Burgeffes  of  Virginia,  now  met 
in  General  Affembly,  beg  leave  to  return  your  Excellency  our  unfeigned  Thanks  for  your 
kind  Speech  at  the  opening  of  this  Seffion. 

It  gives  us  much  concern  to  find  that  our  paper-currency,  which  we  hoped  had  been 
effectually  guarded,  hath  been  forged  in  fo  ingenious  and  maflerly  a  manner,  as  to  render 
the  Counterfeits  of  it  the  mofl  dangerous  and  alarming.  The  debafing  of  our  Gold  and 
Silver  Coin  alfo  we  confider  as  the  greatefl  addition  to  our  Calamities;   but  it  affords  us 

much 

■    Rodham  Kenner.  »    Charles  Carter. 

i    Carrington  was  re-elected. 

4    Marfhall  probably  re-elected.  s    Hening's  VIII,  p.  660. 
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much  confolation  to  be  informed  by  your  Excellency  that  Mifchief  of  such  extenfive  and 
deftrudive  Influence,  have  been  fo  happily  and  feafonably  discovered,  and  that  the  Authors 
of  them  are  likely  to  be  brought  to  exemplary  and  condign  punifhment.  We  befeech  your 
Excellency  to  accept  our  grateful  Acknowledgments  for  giving  us  fo  early  an  Opportunity 
of  deliberating  on  a  fubjed  of  fuch  infinite  Importance  to  the  Credit  of  this  Colony;  We 
will  take  the  Matter  immediately  under  our  mo  ft  ferious  Confideration,  and  flatter  our  f elves 
that,  in  the  difcuffion  of  this,  and  every  other  Subject,  which  may  come  before  us,  we  fhall 
give  your  Excellency  the  moft  convincing  Proofs  of  that  Coolnefs  and  Candour,  which  a 
proper  Regard  to  our  own  Honour  will  incline  us  to  upon  all  Occafions. 

Senfible,  as  we  are,  My  Lord,  of  the  reciprocal  benefits  which  redound  to  our  Mother 
Country  and  this  Colony  from  their  intimate  Connection  with  each  other,  we  should  be 
wanting  to  ourfelves  and  the  duty  we  owe  to  our  Conftituents,  did  we  not  consider  their 
interefls  as  infeparable;  We  cannot  therefore  but  receive  great  fatiffadion  and  Pleasure 
from  your  Lordf hip's  Affurance  of  your  Concurrences  with  us  in  enading  fuch  Laws  as  may 
be  thought  advantageous  and  conducive  to  the  Happinefs  of  both  Countries.  9 

The  faid  Addrefs  being  read  a  fecond  Time; 

Refolved,  nemine  contradicente,  that  the  Houfe  doth  agree  with  the  Committee 
in  the  faid  Addrefs,  to  be  prefented  to  the  Governor. 

Refolved  that  the  faid  Addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Excellency  by  the  whole  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  the  Gentlemen,  who  drew  up  the  faid  Addrefs1,  do  wait  upon  the 
Governor,  to  know  his  Pleafure  when  this  Houfe  fhall  attend  his  Excellency,  to  prefent 
their  Addrefs. 

Ordered,  that  a  Committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections  be  appointed. 

And  a  Committee  was  appointed  of  Mr  Edmund  Pendleton,  Mr  Treafurer,  Mr  Bland, 
Mr  Cary,  Mr  Harrifon,  Mr  Lewis  Burwell,  of  James  City,  Mr  Digges,  Mr  Charles  Carter, 
Mr  Nelson,  Mr  Richard  Lee,  Mr  Riddick,  Mr  Whitinge,  Mr  Harwood,  Mr  Robert  Wormley 
Carter,  Mr  John  Page,  Mr  Dandridge,  Mr  Holt,  Mr  Baffett,  Mr  Mofeley,  Mr  Jofeph  Jones, 
Mr  Carr,  Mr  Francis  Lightfoot  Lee,  Mr  Fitzhugh,  Mr  Alexander,  Mr  Henry  Lee,  Mr  Wafh- 
ington,  Mr  Thomas  Mann  Randolph,  and  Mr  Jefferfon;  and  they  are  to  meet  and  adjourn 
from  day  to  day,  and  to  examine,  in  the  firft  place,  all  returns  of  Writs  for  electing 
Burgeffes  to  ferve  in  this  prefent  General  Affembly,  and  compare  the  fame  with  the 
form  prefcribed  by  Law,  and  to  take  into  their  Confideration  all  fuch  matters  as  fhall  or  10 
may  come  in  Queftion  touching  returns,  elections,  and  privileges;  and  to  report  their 
proceedings,  with  their  opinions  thereupon,  from  time,  to  time,  to  the  Houfe ;  and  the 
faid  Committee  are  to  have  power  to  fend  for  Perfons,  Papers,  and  Records  for  their 
Information. 

Refolved,  that  in  all  cafes  of  controverted  Elections,  to  be  heard  at  the  Barr  of  this 
Houfe,  or  before  the  Committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections  the  Petitioners  do,  by 
themfelves,  or  by  their  Agents,  within  a  convenient  time,  to  be  appointed  either  by  the 
Houfe,  or  the  Committee  of  privileges  and  Elections,  as  the  Matter  to  be  heard  fhall 
be  before  the  Houfe  or  the  faid  Committee,  deliver  to  the  fitting  Members,  or  their 
Agents,  Lifts  of  the  Perfons  intended  by  the  Petitioners  to  be  objected  to,  who  voted 
for  the  fitting  Members,  giving  in  the  faid  Lifts  the  feveral  Heads  of  Objection,  and 
diftinguifhing  the  fame  againft  the  names  of  the  Voters  excepted  to;  and  that  the 
fitting  Members  do,  by  themfelves,  or  their  Agents,  within  the  fame  time,  deliver  the 
like  Lifts,  on  their  part  to  the  Petitioners,  or  their  Agents. 

A  Petition  of  Jack  Power,  praying  that  he  may  be  appointed  Clerk  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Privileges  and  Elections ;  and  alfo, 

A  Petition  of  James  Hubard  for  the  fame ;  and  alfo 

A  Petition  of  Edmund  Pendleton,  junior,  for  the  fame, 

Were  feverally  prefented  to  the  Houfe  and  read. 

Refolved,  that  the  Clerk  of  the  faid  Committee  be  chofen  by  way  of  Balloting. 

Ordered, 


•    Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Edmund  Pendleton  and  Benjamin  Harrifon. 


[  II  ] 

Ordered,  that  the  Members  of  this  Houfe  do  immediately  prepare  Tickets  to  be 
put  into  the  Glafs ,'  with  the  name  of  the  Perfon  to  be  the  faid  Clerk. 

The  Glafs  being  accordingly  brought  in; 

The  Clerk  went  with  the  fame  on  each  fide  the  Houfe,  to  receive  the  faid  Tickets : 

And  the  Members  having  put  in  their  Tickets,  the  Glafs  was  brought  up  to  the 
Clerk's  Table. 

Ordered,  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  examine  the  Tickets;  and  they  do 
report  to  the  Houfe  upon  which  of  the  faid  Petitioners  the  Majority  falls. 

And  a  Committee  was  appointed  of  Mr  Treafurer,  Mr  Bland,  Mr  Harrifon,  Mr  Cary, 
and  Mr  Nelfon ;  and  they  are  to  withdraw  immediately. 

Mr  Treafurer  reported  from  the  Committee,  that  they  had  examined  the  Tickets 
accordingly;  and  that  the  Majority  falls  upon  Edmund  Pendleton,  junior;  and  he  read 
the  report  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  it  in  at  the  Clerk's  Table;  where  the 
fame  was  twice  read,  and  is  as  followeth,  viz. 

Edmund  Pendleton  junior 35 

Jack  Power 25 

James  Hubard 18 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Edmund  Pendleton,  junior,  be  appointed  Clerk  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Privileges  and  Elections. 
13  A  Petition  of  feveral  Perfons,  Inhabitants  of  the  County  of  Lancafter,  whofe  names 

are  thereunto  fubfcribed,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read;  fetting  forth,  that 
a  ferry  over  the  Wef tern  branch  of  Corotoman  River,  would  be  very  convenient ;  and 
therefore  praying,  that  leave  may  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  eftablifhing  a  ferry 
over  the  faid  River,  from  the  Land  of  Gawin  Lawry,  to  the  Land  of  John  Davis. 

Ordered,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  purfuant  to  the  prayer  of  the  faid 
Petition ;  and  that  Mr  Mitchell  and  Mr  Charles  Carter  do  prepare,  and  bring  in  the  fame. 

Refolved,  that  Mr  Treafurer,  out  of  the  public  Money  in  his  hands,  do  pay  to  Robert 
Donald,  Merchant,  the  fum  of  Eighty  Pounds,  of  Current  Money  of  Virginia,  the  valu- 
tion  of  a  Slave,  named  Milford,  belonging  to  the  faid  Robert  Donald,  who  was  con- 
demned by  the  Court  of  Henrico  County  in  December,  1770,  and  executed  for  Felony,2 
the  Record  of  whofe  Condemnation  the  Clerk  of  the  faid  Court  omitted  to  fend  certified 
to  the  laft  feffion  of  General  Affembly. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Cary  do  carry  the  Refolution  to  the  Council,  and  defire  their 
Concurrence. 

Ordered,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  altering  the  Court  Day  of  the 
County  of  Loudoun ;  and  that  M' Peyton  and  M" Henry  Lee  do  prepare,  and  bring  in  the  fame . 

The  Order  of  the  day  being  read,  for  the  Houfe  to  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  take  into  Confideration  the  Governor's  Speech ; 
is  Ordered,  that  his  Excellency's  Speech  to  the  Council  and  this  Houfe  be  referred 

to  the  faid  Committee. 

Then  the  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  the  faid  Committee. 

Mr  Speaker  left  the  Chair. 

Mr  Bland  took  the  Chair  of  the  Committee. 

Mr  Speaker  returned  the  Chair. 

Mr  Bland  reported  from  the  Committee,  that  they  had  made  a  progrefs  in  the 
Matter  to  them  referred;  and  that  he  was  directed  by  the  Committee  to  move,  that 
they  may  have  leave  to  fit  again. 

Refolved,  that  the  Houfe  will,  Tomorrow,  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  Houfe  to  take  into  their  further  Confideration  the  Governor's  Speech. 

And  then  the  Houfe  adjourned  til  Tomorrow  Morning  eleven  of  the  Clock. 

Saturday. 

■    A  cafe  with  the  upper  part  made  chiefly  of  glafs,  fo  that  the  objects  contained  may  be  feen  but  not 

handled  —  Murray,  IV,  p.  204. 
1    Hening's,  III,  pp.  269-270. 
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MR  Mitchell  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  according  to  Order,  a  Bill  for  appointing 
a  Ferry  acrofs  the  eaftern  branch  of  Corototnan  River,  in  the  County  of 
Lancafter;  and  the  fame  was  received,  and  read  the  firft  Time. 
Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  fecond  Time. 
Mr  Riddick  presented  to  the  Houfe,  according  to  Order,  a  Bill  for  building  a  Bridge 
over  Nottoway  River  from  the  land  of  Samuel  Brown  by  Subfcription ;  and  the  fame 
was  received  and  read  the  firft  Time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  fecond  Time. 

Mr  Peyton  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  according  to  Order,  a  Bill  for  altering  the  m 
Court-Day    of  the  County   of  Loudoun;1  and  the  fame  was  received,  and  read  the 
firft  Time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  fecond  Time. 

Mr  Edmund  Pendleton  reported  from  the  Committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections,  that 
the  Committee,  had  according  to  order,  examined  the  returns  of  the  feveral  Writs  for 
electing  Burgeffes  to  ferve  in  this  prefent  General  Affembly  for  the  Counties  of  Berkeley, 
Dunmore,  and  Lunenburg,  and  compared  the  fame  with  the  form  prefcribed  by  Law, 
and  had  come  to  a  refolution  thereupon,  which  they  had  directed  him  to  report  to  the 
Houfe ;  and  he  read  the  Report  in  his  Place,  and  afterwards  delivered  it  in  at  the  Clerk's 
Table ;  where  the  refolution  of  the  Committee  was  read,  and  it  is  as  followeth,  viz. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  returns  of  the  faid  Writs 
are  made  in  the  form  prefcribed  by  Law. 

The  faid  Refolution,  being  read  a  fecond  Time,  was,  upon  the  Queftion  put  there- 
upon, agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  veft  certain  intailed  Lands,  whereof 
Bowles  Armiftead,  Gentleman,  is  feifed,  in  Truftees,  to  be  fold  for  payment  of  the 
Debts  due  from  the  Eftate  of  his  late  Father  William  Armiftead,  Efquire  ;3  and  that  Mr 
Edmund  Pendleton  and  Mr  Taliaferro  do  prepare,  and  bring  in  the  fame. 

Mr  Treafurer  reported  to  the  Houfe,  that  the  Governor  having  been  waited  upon, 
purfuant  to  the  order  of  Yefterday,  to  know  his  Pleafure  when  he  would  be  attended 
by  this  Houfe,  had  been  pleafed  to  appoint  to  be  attended  upon  Monday  next,  at  two 
of  the  Clock  in  the  afternoon  in  the  Council  Chamber. 

A  Meffage  from  the  Governor  by  Mr  Blair : 

Mr  Speaker, 

I  am  commanded  by  the  Governor,  to  acquaint  this  Houfe,  that  his  Excellency  hath 
received  information  upon  Oath,  that  Pafchal  Greenhill,  a  member  of  this  Houfe,  hath  been 
concerned  in  circulating  feveral  counterfeit  Treafury  Notes  of  this  Colony  knowing  the 
fame  to  be  Forged. 

Refolved,  that  an  humble  Addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Excellency  the  Governor, 
returning  him  the  fincere  thanks  of  this  Houfe  for  the  information  refpecting  Mr  Pafchal 
Greenhill,  which  the  Houfe  efteems  as  an  inftance  of  his  Lordfhips  tendernefs  and 
affection  for  the  Privileges  of  the  Members  of  this  Houfe ;  to  affure  him,  that  the  Houfe 
is  filled  with  a  juft  deteftation  of  an  Offence  so  dangerous  in  its  Confequences ;  and  to 
entreat  that  his  Lordfhip  will  be  pleafed  to  direct  that  every  legal  Step  be  forthwith 
taken  for  fecuring  the  faid  Mr  Greenhill,  that  he  may  be  brought  to  Juftice,  and  all 
others  accufed  upon  good  Grounds  of  the  like  Offence;  and  engaging,  that  this  Houfe 
will  moft  chearfully  pay  any  reasonable  reward  his  Excellency  may  think  fit  to  offer 
for  apprehending  fuch  Offenders,  to  be  paid  upon  their  Conviction. 
Ordered, 

■    Hening's,  VIII,  pp.  47,  658.  •    Ibid.,  VIII,  pp.  487,  667. 
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Ordered,  that  the  faid  Addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Excellency  by  Mr  Patrick  Henry, 
Mr  Holt,  Mr  Treafurer,  and  Mr  Bland. 

An  Account  of  fundry  Expences  incurred  in  the  apprehending  feveral  Perions  of 
the  County  of  Pittfylvania,  charged  with  Counterfeiting  the  Treafury  Bills,  and  paffing 
the  fame  knowing  them  to  be  forged,  and  in  conveying  the  accufed  to  the  City  of  Wil- 
liamfburg,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Account  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  Houfe. 

Refolved,  that  this  Houfe  will,  upon  Monday  next,  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  confider  of  the  faid  Account. 

Refolved,  that  an  humble  Addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Excellency  the  Governor, 
that  he  will  be  pleafed  to  give  directions  to  the  proper  Officers,  to  lay  before  this  Houfe 
a  State  of  the  proceedings  againft  feveral  Perfons  of  the  County  of  Pittfylvania,  who 
were  accufed  of  Counterfeiting  Treafury  Bills,  and  paffing  the  fame  knowing  them  to 
be  forged,  and  were  apprehended,  examined,  and  committed  for  the  fame. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Excellency  by  Mr  Patrick  Henry, 
Mr  Bland,  and  Mr  Dandridge. 

Refolved,  that  Mr  Treafurer,  out  of  the  public  Money  in  his  hands,  do  pay  the  fum 
of  five  Pounds  twelve  fhillings  and  fixpence  to  Nathaniel  Hunt  Sheriff  of  the  County  of 
Halifax  and  the  fum  of  five  Pounds  to  Frederick  Mofs,  Benjamin  Vaughan,  Mofes  Johnfon, 
Zachariah  Glafs,  James  Dejarnet,  Benjamin  Abbott,  James  Hill,  Jeffe  Nichols  and  Francis 
Parker  each,  to  reimburfe  their  expences  in  coming  to  the  City  of  William f  burg  with 
Mofes  Terry,1  a  Criminal  from  the  County  of  Halifax,  and  returning  home. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Cary  do  carry  the  Refolution  to  the  Council  and  defire  their  Con- 
currence. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  being  read; 

Resolved,  that  this  Houfe  will,  upon  Monday  next,  Refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  take  into  their  further  Confideration  the  Governor's  Speech. 

And  then  the  Houfe  adjourned  til  Monday  Morning  next  eleven  of  the  Clock. 


3tton6a?,  U)e  8tl>  of  yttarct),  13  <&eo-  lit  1773. 

A  Bill  for  appointing  a  Ferry  acrofs  the  eaftern  Branch  of  Corotoman,  in  the  County 
of  Lancafter,  was  read  a  fecond  Time. 
Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  committed  to  Mr  Terry,  Mr  Mitchell,  and  Mr 
Richard  Henry  Lee. 
Ordered,  that  it  be  an  Inftruction  to  the  faid  Committee,  that  they  have  Power  to 
receive  a  Claufe  or  Claufes,  for  appointing  a  Ferry  acrofs  Dan  River,  in  the  County  of 
i*  Halifax,  from  the  Land  of  James  Irvin,  to  the  Land  of  Thomas  Davenport. 

Ordered,  that  it  be  an  inftruction  to  the  faid  Committee  that  they  have  Power  to 
receive  a  Claufe  or  Claufes,  for  difcontinuing  the  Ferry  over  Rappahanock  River,  from 
the  lower  fide  of  Parrot's  Creek,  to  Teague's  Creek,  on  the  Land  of  Baldwin-Matthews 
Smith,  and  from  that  Creek  to  the  lower  fide  of  Parrot's  Creek. 

Ordered,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  prevent  counterfeiting  the  Paper 
Money  of  other  Colonies;3  and  that  Mr  Cary  and  Mr  Henry  Lee  do  prepare,  and  bring 
in  the  fame. 

Mr  Henry  Lee  from  the  Commiffioners,  conftituted  and  appointed  by  the  Act3  of 
laft  Seffion  of  the  General  Affembly,  intituled,  An  Ad  for  appointing  Commiffioners 
for  felling  the  Tobacco  damaged  in  the  public  Warehoufe  for  Infpedion  of  Tobacco  at  Mor- 
ton's and  for  other  purpofes  therein  mentioned,  to  enquire  into  the  quantity  of  Tobacco 
damaged  in  the  public  Warehoufe  at  Aquia,  in  the  County  of  Stafford,  and  State  an 

Account 

1    Accufed  of  counterfeiting.  '    Hening's,  VIII,  pp.  651-2.  3    Ibid.,  pp.  626-7. 
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Account  thereof,  and  enquire  by  what  means  fuch  damage  happened,  and  report  their 
Proceedings  therein  to  this  Seffion  of  Affembly,  reported,  that  the  Commiffioners  had 
inquired  and  ftated  an  Account  accordingly ;  and  he  read  the  Report  in  his  Place,  and 
afterwards  delivered  it  in  at  the  Clerk's  Table ;  where  the  fame  was  read. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Report  be  referred  to  the  confideration  of  a  Committee :  and 
that  they  do  examine  into  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  their  Opinion  to  the  Houfe,  i» 
whether  and  how  much  the  Owners  of  the  faid  Tobacco  ought  to  be  paid  by  the  Public 
for  the  damage  which  happened  to  it ;   and  alfo  whether  and  how  much  the  Infpectors 
who  have  reviewed  the  faid  Tobacco  ought  to  be  allowed  for  that  Service. 

And  it  is  referred  to  Mr  Bland,  Mr  Cary,  Mr  Edmund  Pendleton,  Mr  Ricliard  Henry 
Lee,  Mr  Treafurer,  and  Mr  Harrifon. 

A  Petition  of  feveral  Perfons,  inhabitants  of  the  Counties  of  Chefterfield,  Cumber- 
land, Amelia,  Buckingham,  Bedford,  and  Prince  Edward,  whofe  names  are  thereunto 
fubfcribed,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read;  fetting  forth,  that  the  quantity  of 
Tobacco  brought  to  the  Inf  pecrion  at  the  Rocky  Ridge,  in  the  town  of  Manchester,  is  fo 
great  that  the  Infpectors  cannot  execute  their  Offices  with  proper  dif patch ;  and  there- 
fore praying  that  leave  may  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  eftablifhing  another  Infpection 
of  Tobacco  in  the  Town  of  Manchester  aforefaid. 

Ordered,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  purfuant  to  the  Prayer  of  the  faid 
Petition,  and  that  Mr  Bell  and  Mr  Cary  do  prepare,  and  bring  in  the  fame. 

A  Petition  of  John  Daniel,  and  others,  of  the  Gingafkin  Nation  of  Indians,  in  the 
County  of  Northampton,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe  and  read,  fetting  forth,  that 
encroachments  have  been  made,  and  wafte  committed  upon  the  Lands  of  the  Petitioners, 
and  therefore  praying  that  leave  may  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  appointing  Truftees 
to  protect  the  Petitioners,  and  procure  redrefs  for  them.  » 

Ordered,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  purfuant  to  the  Prayer  of  the  faid 
Petition  and  that  Mr  Edmund  Pendleton  and  Mr  Burton  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the 
fame. 

A  Petition  of  feveral  Perfons,  Inhabitants  of  the  Counties  of  Charlotte  and  Lunen- 
burg, whofe  Names  are  thereunto  fubfcribed,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read, 
praying  that  Leave  may  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  adding  to  the  County  of  Lunen- 
burg all  that  Part  of  the  County  of  Charlotte,  which  lies  on  the  Eaft  Side  of  a  Line  to  be 
run  from  the  Place  where  Mecklenburg  County  Line  ftrikes  Charlotte  County  Line  to 
Winbufh's  burnt  Ordinary. 

Ordered,  that  the  Confideration  of  the  faid  Petition  be  deferred  until  the  next 
Seffion  of  General  Affembly. 

A  Bill  for  altering  the  Court  Day  of  the  County  of  Loudoun  was  read  a  fecond  time. 
Ordered,  that  the  Bill  be  engrossed. 

Mr  Patrick  Henry  reported  to  the  Houfe  that  their  addrefs  of  Saturday  laft,  that  his 
Excellency  would  be  pleafed  to  direct  that  every  legal  Step  be  forthwith  taken  for 
fecuring  Mr  Greenhill,  that  he  may  be  brought  to  Juftice,  and  all  others  accufed  upon 
good  Grounds  of  the  like  offence,  having  been  prefented  to  his  Excellency,  he  was 
pleafed  to  say  it  would  give  him  great  Pleafure  to  bring  fuch  Atrocious  Offenders  to 
public  Juftice. 

A  Bill  for  building  a  Bridge  over  Nottoway  River,  from  the  Land  of  Samuel  Brown, 
by  Subfcription,  was  read  a  fecond  Time. 

Ordered,  that  the  Bill  be  engroffed.  u 

Mr  Patrick  Henry  reported  to  the  Houfe  that  their  Addrefs  of  Saturday  laft,  that 
his  Excellency  would  be  pleafed  to  give  directions  that  a  State  of  the  proceedings 
against  feveral  Perfons,  of  the  County  of  Pittfylvania,  who  were  accufed  of  counter- 
feiting Treafury  Bills,  and  paffing  the  fame,  knowing  them  to  be  forged,  and  were 
apprehended,  examined  and  committed  for  the  fame,  might  be  laid  before  this  Houfe 
had  been  prefented  to  his  Excellency,  and  that  he  was  pleafed  to  fay,  he  will  give  direc- 
tions accordingly. 

A 
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A  Petition1  of  feveral  Perfons,  of  the  Town  of  Richmond,  whofe  names  are  thereunto 
fubfcribed,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read;  fetting  forth,  that  the  Petitioners 
fuffer  many  inconveniences  from  the  want  of  proper  regulations  refpe<5ling  the  faid 
Town ;  and  therefore  praying,  that  leave  may  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill,  to  hinder  the 
building  of  Wooden  Chimnies  in  the  faid  Town,  to  increafe  the  number  of  the  Truftees, 
with  more  extenfive  Powers,  and  provide  for  the  Succeffion  of  them,  to  reftrain  Hogs 
from  running  at  large  in  the  faid  Town,  and  to  revive  the  Acl;  appointing  Fairs  to  be 
kept  therein. 

Ordered,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  purfuant  to  the  Prayer  of  the  faid 
Petition  and  that  Mr  Adams  and  Mr  Duval  do  prepare,  and  bring  in  the  fame. 

A  Meffage  from  the  Governor  by  Mr  Blair. 

Mr  Speaker, 
22  The  Governor  is  now  ready  to  receive  the  Addrefs  of  your  Houfe  in  the   Council 

Cliamber. 

Accordingly  Mr  Speaker,  with  the  Houfe,  went  up,  and  being  returned,  he  reported, 
that  the  Houfe  had  attended  the  Governor,  with  their  Addrefs,  to  which  his  Excellency 
was  pleafed  to  give  this  Anfwer. 

Mr  Speaker,  and  Gentlemen  of  the 
Houfe  of  Burgeffes, 

I  return  you  my  mo  ft  hearty  Thanks  for  your  mo  ft  obliging  Addrefs.  It  gives  me 
much  pleafure  that  you  propofe  taking  immediately  under  your  moft  ferious  Confideration 
the  fubjed  for  which  you  are  now  affembled:  and  I  make  no  doubt  but  your  Wifdom  will 
Suggeft  fuch  a  Plan  as  will  relieve  this  Country  from  the  very  unfortunate  fituation  in 
which  you  now  find  it. 

The  Houfe,  according  to  Order,  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe, 
to  take  into  their  further  Confideration  the  Governor's  Speech. 

Mr  Speaker  left  the  Chair. 

Mr  Bland  took  the  Chair  of  the  Committee. 

Mr  Speaker  refumed  the  Chair. 

Mr  Bland  reported  from  the  Committee,  that  they  had  come  to  a  Refolution,  which 
he  read  in  his  Place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's  Table ;  where  the  fame 
was  read,  and  is  as  followeth,  viz. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  in  Order  to  relieve  the 
2g  People  from  their  prefent  diftrefs,  occafioned  by  the  Circulation  of  Counterfeit  paper 
Money,  the  Treafurer  ought  to  be  impowered  to  borrow  Specie,  to  redeem  the  emiffions 
of  1769,  and  1771 ;  and,  if  he  cannot  effect  the  fame  in  a  fhort  Time,  that  thofe  Notes, 
now  in  Circulation,  ought  to  be  called  in,  and  exchanged  for  others,  to  be  iffued,  the 
moft  guarded  that  may  be  againft  Counterfeits,  to  circulate,  until  a  proper  Paper  can 
be  imported  for  a  further  exchange  of  fuch  as  may  not  then  be  otherwife  redeemed. 

The  faid  Refolution,  being  read  a  fecond  Time,  was,  upon  the  Queftion  put  there- 
upon, agreed  to  by  the  Houfe.2 

Ordered,  that  a  Bill  be  brought  in  purfuant  to  the  faid  Refolution;  and  that  Mr 
Treafurer,  Mr  Bland,  Mr  Edmund  Pendleton,  Mr  Cary,  Mr  Richard  Henry  Lee,  and  Mr 
Harrifon  do  prepare,  and  bring  in  the  fame. 

A  Meffage  from  the  Governor  by  Mr  Blair. 

Mr  Speaker, 

I  am  commanded  by  his  Excellency  to  lay  before  this  Houfe  a  State  of   the  Proceed- 
ings againft  feveral  Perfons  of  the  County  of  Pittfylvania ,  who  were  accufed  of  Counter- 
feiting 

■    Hening's,  VIII,  pp.  655.  3    Ibid.,  VIII,  p.  647. 
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feiting  Treafury  Bills,  and  pafflng  the  fame  knowing  them  to  be  forged,  and  were  appre- 
hended, examined,  and  Committed  for  the  fame. 

And  he  prefented  the  faid  State  at  the  Bar. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  State  do  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Mr  Edmund  Pendleton  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  according  to  Order,  a  Bill  to  veft 
certain  intailed  Lands  whereof  Bowles  Armiflead,  Gentleman,  is  feifed,  in  Truftees,  to  be 
fold  for  the  payment  of  the  Debts  due  from  the  Eftate  of  his  late  Father  William  " 
Armiflead,  Ef quire ;  and  the  fame  was  received,  and  read  the  firft  Time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  fecond  Time. 

The  other  Order  of  the  Day  being  read ; 

Refolved,  that  this  Houfe  will,  Tomorrow  Refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  Houfe,  to  confider  of  the  Account  of  fundry  expences  incurred  in  the  apprehending 
feveral  Perfons  of  the  County  of  Pittfylvania,  charged  with  Counterfeiting  Treafury 
Bills,  and  paffing  the  fame,  knowing  them  to  be  forged,  and  in  conveying  the  Accufed 
to  the  City  of  Williamfburg. 

And  then  the  Houfe  adjourned  til  Tomorrow  Morning  eleven  of  the  Clock. 


T3uesda?,  tl)e  9tl)  of  5llarcl),  13  <&eo.  III.  1773. 

A  Member,  returned  upon  a  new  Writ,  having  taken  the  Oaths  appointed  to  be 
taken  by  Act  of  Parliament,  and  repeated  and  fubfcribed  the  Teft,  took  his 
place  in  the  Houfe. 
Mr  Mitchell  reported  from  the  Committee,  to  whom  the  Bill  for  appointing  a  Ferry 
acrofs  the  Eaftern  Branch  of  Corotoman  River  in  the  County  of  Lancafter  was  committed, 
that  the  Committee  had  gone  through  the  Bill,  and  made  feveral  Amendments  there- 
unto, which  they  had  directed  him  to  report  to  the  Houfe ;  and  he  read  the  Report  in 
his  Place  and  afterwards  delivered  the  Bill  with  the  Amendments,  in  at  the  Clerk's 
Table;  where  the  Amendments  were  once  read  throughout;  and  then  a  fecond  time,  » 
one  by  one,  and,  upon  the  Queftion  feverally  put  thereupon,  were  agreed  to  by  the 
Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  the  Bill,  with  the  Amendments  be  engroffed. 

Mr  Adams  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  according  to  Order,  a  Bill  to  eftablifh  and 
enlarge  the  power  of  the  Truftees  of  the  Town  of  Richmond,  in  the  County  of  Henrico, 
and  for  other  purpofes. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  fecond  time. 

Ordered,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  Amend  the  Act  intituled  An  Act 
for  erecting  a  Light  Houfe  on  Cape-Henry1  and  that  Mr  Harrifon  and  Mr  Hutchings  do 
prepare,  and  bring  in  the  fame. 

A  Petition  of  John  Tazewell  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read,  fetting  forth, 
that  the  Petitioner  is  feifed  in  Fee-Tail  of  a  Tract  of  Land  in  the  County  of  Northampton,1' 
containing  about  one  thoufand  Acres,  in  one  corner  of  which  the  Court-Houfe  of  the 
faid  County  is  erected ;  that  the  Land  near  the  faid  Court-Houfe  is  at  pref ent  of  little 
or  no  value  to  the  Petitioner;  but  that  it  would  be  of  confiderable  advantage  to  him, 
as  well  as  to  the  Inhabitants  of  the  faid  County,  that  the  intail  of  a  few  Acres  thereof 
fhould  be  docked,  and  laid  off  in  Lots  for  a  Town;  and  therefore  praying  that  leave 
may  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  the  purpofe  aforefaid. 

Ordered,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  purfuant  to  the  Prayer  of  the  faid 
Petition,  and  that  Mr  Treafurer  and  Mr  Burton  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  fame.  ■ 

A  Memorial  of  Robert  Boiling,  junior,  of  the  County  of  Buckingham,  reprefenting 
that  the  Petitioner,  had  for  fome  time  paft,  applied  his  moft  ferious  Attention  to  vine- 
planting,  and,  from  the  Obfervations  he  had  been  able  to  make,  is  thoroughly  convinced, 
that  the  culture  of  Grapes  may  be  propagated  in  the  upper  parts  of  the  Country,  with 

lingular 
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Angular  advantages  to  thofe  poffeffed  of  fuch  Mountainous  Lands  as  are  fcarcely  fit 
for  any  other  purpofe ;  that  he  hath  lately  engaged  a  native  of  Switzerland,  who  hath 
fpent  a  confiderable  time  in  France,  efpecially  in  fuch  parts  of  the  Country  as  are  cele- 
brated for  making  the  beft  forts  of  Wine1,  to  inftrudt  him  in  the  bufinefs,  which  he 
feems  to  be  thoroughly  acquainted  with,  in  all  its  Branches;  and  that  the  Memorialift, 
coniidering  this  as  an  Object  of  the  greateft  probable  Utility  to  this  Colony,  was  encour- 
aged to  hope,  from  the  inclination  fhown,  in  a  late  inftance,  by  this  Honourable  Houfe 
to  have  experiments  of  the  climate  fairly  made  in  order  to  determine  how  far  it  is 
fuited  to  the  culture  of  the  Vine,  that  the  Public  will  be  pleafed  to  further  his  Views, 
by  giving  him  a  moderate  affiftance,  the  better  to  enable  him  to  profecute  his  Scheme 
with  fuccefs;  and  therefore  fubmitting  the  matter  to  the  Wifdom  of  the  Houfe,  with 
the  moft  chearful  acquiefcence  in  whatever  they  may  think  fit  and  proper  to  be  done. 

Refolved,  that  the  fum  of  fifty  Pounds  Sterling  be  annually,  during  the  term  of  five 
Years,  paid  by  the  Treafurer,  out  of  the  public  Money  in  his  Hands,  to  Robert  Boiling, 
of  the  County  of  Buckingham,  Ef quire,  to  affift  him  in  the  profecution  of  a  Scheme  he 
is  engaged  in  of  cultivating  Grapes,  in  order  to  the  making  of  Wine. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Treafurer  do  carry  the  Refolution  to  the  Council,  and  defire  their 
Concurrence. 

Mr  Treafurer  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  according  to  Order,  a  Bill  for  the  better 
fecuring  the  public  Credit2  of  this  Colony;  and  the  fame  was  received,  and  read  the 
firft  Time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  fecond  Time. 

A  Petition  of  David  Griffith,  Clerk,  rector  of  the  Parifh  of  Shelburne,  in  the  County 
of  Loudoun,  was  presented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read;  fetting  forth,  that  the  Petitioner's 
falary,  according  to  a  late  determination  of  the  General  Court,  is  payable  at  the  rate 
of  twelve  Shillings  and  fixpence  for  every  hundred  Pounds  Weight  of  Tobacco,  which 
is  inadequate,  and  lefs  than  the  Salaries  received  by  other  Minifters  of  the  Gofpel  in 
this  Colony;  and  therefore  praying,  that  the  Act  of  General  Affembly,  allowing  the 
Inhabitants  of  the  County  of  Loudoun  to  difcharge  their  public  dues  in  Money  at  the 
rate  of  twelve  fhillings  and  fixpence  per  hundred  for  the  Tobacco,  as  to  fo  much  thereof 
as  relates  to  the  Petitioner's  falary,  may  be  repealed. 

Ordered,  that  the  Confideration  of  the  faid  Petition  be  deferred  til  the  next  Seffion 
of  the  General  Affembly. 

A  Petition  of  Peter  Pelham  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read ;  fetting  forth, 
that  the  annual  Salaries  allowed  to  him,  as  keeper  of  the  public  Gaol,  and  as  Organift, 
will  ceafe  at  the  end  of  this  prefent  Seffion  of  Affembly;  and  therefore  praying,  that 
the  faid  Salaries  may  be  further  Continued. 

Refolved,  that  the  fum  of  Forty  Pounds  per  Annum,  be  paid  to  Peter  Pelham, 
keeper  of  the  public  Gaol,  as  his  Salary,  to  continue  til  the  end  of  the  next  Seffion  of 
General  Affembly. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Nelfon  do  carry  the  Refolution  to  the  Council,  and  defire  their 
Concurrence. 

Refolved,  that  the  fum  of  twenty  five  Pounds  per  Annum,  be  paid  to  Peter  Pelham, 
for  his  Salary  as  Organift,  to  continue  til  the  end  of  the  next  Seffion  of  General  Affembly. 
Ordered,  that  Mr  Nelson  do  carry  the  Refolution  to  the  Council,  and  defire  their 
Concurrence. 

A  Petition  of  Ezekiel  Young  and  Charles  Mar f  hall,  Infpectors  of  Tobacco  at  Pitts 
and  Guilford  Warehoufes,  in  the  County  of  Accomack,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and 
read ;  fetting  forth,  that  from  feveral  unforfeen  and  unavoidable  Accidents,  a  confider- 
able quantity  of  Tobacco  in  the  Warehoufe  at  Tatham's  Landing  was  damaged  and 
deftroyed,  notwithstanding  the  Petitioners  ufed  all  their  care  and  diligence  to  prevent 
it ;  and  therefore  praying  fuch  relief  as  to  the  Houfe  fhall  feem  fit. 
Ordered, 

«    An  act  encouraging  the  making  of  wine  (Hening's,  VIII,  p.  364)  was  paifed  in  November  1769.     Boiling 

argues  on  the  utility  of  Vine  planting  in  the  Virginia  Gazette,  February  25,  1773. 
'    Hening's,  VIII,  pp.  647-651. 


[  i8] 

Ordered,  that  the  consideration  of  the  faid  Petition  be^deferred  til  the  next  Seffion  29 
of  General  Affembly. 

Mr  Cary  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  according,  to  Order,  a  Bill  for  eftablifhing  a 
Warehoufe  for  the  Infpedtion  of  Tobacco,  in  the  Town  of  Manchefter1,  and  the  fame 
was  received  and  read  the  firft  Time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  fecond  Time. 

Mr  Edmund  Pendleton  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  according  to  Order,  a  Bill  for  ap- 
pointing Truftees  for  the  Ginga fkin  Indians ;  and  the  fame  was  received,  and  read  the 
firft  Time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  fecond  Time. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  being  read,  for  the  Houfe  to  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  confider  of  the  Account  of  fundry  expences  incurred  in  the 
apprehending  feveral  Perfons,  of  the  County  of  Pittfylvania,  charged  with  counterfeiting 
Treafury  Bills,  and  paffing  the  fame,  knowing  them  to  be  forged,  and  in  conveying  the 
accufed  to  the  City  of  Williamfburg; 

Ordered,  that  the  State  of  the  Proceedings  againft  the  faid  Perfons,  which  was 
Yefterday  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  Table  be  referred  to  the  faid  Committee. 

Then  the  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  the  faid  Committee. 

Mr  Speaker  left  the  Chair. 

Mr  Bland  took  the  Chair  of  the  Committee. 

Mr  Speaker  refumed  the  Chair. 

Mr  Bland  reported  from  the  Committee,  that  they  had  made  a  progrefs  in  the  so 
matters  to  them  referred,  and  that  he  was  directed  by  the  Committee  to  move,  that 
they  may  have  leave  to  fit  again. 

Refolved,  that  this  Houfe  will  Tomorrow  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  Houfe  to  confider  of  the  Account  of  fundry  expences  incurred  in  the  apprehending 
feveral  Perfons,  of  the  County  of  Pittfylvania,  charged  with  counterfeiting  Treafury 
Bills,  and  paffing  the  fame  knowing  them  to  be  forged,  and  in  conveying  the  accufed 
to  the  City  of  Williamfburg. 

And  then  the  Houfe  adjourned  til  Tomorrow  Morning  eleven  of  the  Clock. 


Weoitesoa?.  X\)t  lOt!)  of  3ttarcl),  13  <Beo.  Ill,  1773. 

MR  Cary  prefented  to  the  Houfe  according  to  Order,  a  Bill  to  prevent  counter- 
feiting the  Paper  Money  of  other  Colonies ;  and  the  fame  was  received  and 
read  the  firft  Time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  fecond  Time. 
Ordered,  that  a  Committee  be  appointed,  to  inquire  what  Laws  are  expired,   or 
near  expiring;  and  to  report  their  Opinion  to  the  Houfe,  which  of  them  are  fit  to  be 
revived  or  Continued: 

And  a  Committee  was  appointed  of  Mr  Richard  Henry  Lee,  Mr  Woodfon,  Mr  Gray, 
Mr  Taylor,  Mr  Thomas  Mann  Randolph,  Mr  Pettus,  M*  Thornton,  Mr  Weftwood,  Mr  King, 
Mr  Claiborne,  Mr  Montagu,  Mr  Bhmt,  Mr  Langhorne,  Mr  James  Henry,  Mr  John  Jones,  si 
Mr  Speed,  Mr  Holt,  Mr  Walker,  Mr  Dandridge,  Mr  Peyton,  Mr  Edmondfon,  Mr  Henry 
Pendleton,  Mr  Field,  Mr  Stith,  Mr  Barbour,  Mr  Burnley,  and  Mr  Lewis  Burwell,  of  Glou- 
cefter. 

Mr  Bland  reported  from  the  Committee,  to  whom  the  report  of  the  Commiffioners 
appointed  by  the  Adt  of  the  laft  Seffion  of  General  Affembly,  to  inquire  into  the  quantity 
of  Tobacco  damaged  in  the  public  Warehoufe  of  Aquia, 2  in  the  County  of  Stafford,  and 
ftate  an  Account  thereof,  and  inquire  by  what  means  fuch  damage  happened,  was 
referred,  that  the  Committee  had  examined  the  matter  of  the  faid  Report,  and  had 

come 
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come  to  feveral  Refolutions  thereupon,  which  they  had  directed  him  to  report  to  the 
Houfe;  and  he  read  the  report  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  it  in  at  the  Clerk's 
Table :  where  the  Refolutions  of  the  Committee  were  read  and  are  as  followeth,  viz. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  Infpectors  at  the  faid 
Warehoufe  ought  to  be  paid  by  the  public  for  twenty  two  thoufand  two  hundred  and 
eighty  eight  Pounds  of  Tobacco,  the  Marks,  numbers  and  Weights  whereof  are  annexed 
to  the  faid  Report,  at  eighteen  Shillings  per  hundred,  to  enable  them  to  pay  for  the  faid 
Tobacco  to  the  refpective  Proprietors,  and  that  what  remains  of  the  faid  Tobacco  ought 
to  be  fold  towards  reimburiing  the  Public. 
33  Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  faid  Inspectors  ought 

alfo  to  be  paid  by  the  Public  for  eighteen  thoufand  two  hundred  and  eighty  two  pounds 
of  Tobacco  damaged,  and  cut  from  feveral  Hogfheads,  which  have  been  fince  fhipped 
by  the  Proprietors  thereof,  at  the  like  price  of  eighteen  fhillings  per  hundred,  to  enable 
the  Infpectors  to  pay  for  fuch  damage. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  faid  Infpectors  ought 
to  be  allowed  the  fum  of  ten  Pounds  eighteen  fhillings  and  three  pence,  for  their  Trouble 
and  Expences  in  cutting,  re-weighing,  and  removing  the  Tobacco  at  the  faid  Warehoufe. 

The  faid  Refolutions  being  feverally  read  a  fecond  Time,  were,  upon  the  Queftion 
feverally  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  a  Bill  be  brought  in  purfuant  to  the  faid  Refolutions:  and  that  Mr 
Alexander  and  Mr  Henry  Lee  do  prepare,  and  bring  in  the  fame. 

A  Petition  of  Peter  Pelham,  keeper  of  the  public  Gaol,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe, 
and  read;  fetting  forth,  that  the  apartments  in  the  faid  Gaol,  appropriated  to  the  ufe 
of  the  Petitioner,  are  but  few  in  number,  and  they  fo  fmall  and  contracted  as  to  be 
very  inconvenient,  and  therefore  fubmitting  the  matter  to  the  confideration  of  the 
Houfe,  and  praying  fuch  relief  as  fhall  be  thought  reafonable. 

Ordered,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  purfuant  to  the  prayer  of  the  faid 
Petition,  and  that  Mr  Nelfon,  Mr  Richard  Henry  Lee,  Mr  Patrick  Henry  and  Mr  Bland 
do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  fame. 

Mr  Treafurer  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  according  to  Order,  a  Bill  to  dock  the  intail  of 
part  of  a  Tract  of  Land  whereof  John  Tazewell  is  feifed,  and  for  fettling  Slaves  of  greater 
value,  to  the  fame  Ufes ;  and  the  fame  was  received,  and  read  the  firft  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  fecond  Time. 

Ordered,  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  fecond  Time. 

The  Bill  was  accordingly  read  a  fecond  Time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  Committed  to  Mr  Bland,  Mr  James  Henry,  Mr  Simpfon 
and  Mr  Burton. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  being  read,  the  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  Houfe  to  confider  further  of  the  Account  of  fundry  Expences  incurred  in 
apprehending  feveral  Perfons,  of  the  County  of  Pittfylvania,  charged  with  counter- 
feiting Treafury  Bills,  and  paffing  the  fame,  knowing  them  to  be  forged,  and  in  con- 
veying the  accufed  to  the  City  of  Williamfburg. 

Mr  Speaker  left  the  Chair. 

Mr  Bland  took  the  Chair  of  the  Committee. 

Mr  Speaker  refumed  the  Chair. 

Mr  Bland  reported  from  the  Committee,  that  they  had  come  to  feveral  Refolutions 
which  they  had  directed  him  to  report,  when  the  Houfe  will  pleafe  to  receive  the  fame. 

Ordered,  that  the  Report  be  now  received. 

Mr  Bland  accordingly  reported  from  the  faid  Committee,  the  Refolutions  which 
the  Committee  had  directed  him  to  report  to  the  Houfe,  which  he  read  in  his  Place, 
and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's  Table;  where  the  fame  were  read,  and  are 
as  followeth,  viz. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  an  humble  addrefs  be  pre- 
fented 
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fented  to  the  Governor  giving  his  Excellency  the  thanks  of  the  Houfe  for  his  Attention 
to  the  intereft  of  this  Colony  by  vigoroufly  endeavouring  to  bring  the  Forgers  of  our 
Paper  Currency  to  Juftice.  But  as  the  proceedings  in  this  Cafe,  tho'  rendered  neceffary 
from  the  particular  nature  of  it,  are,  neverthelefs,  in  the  Opinion  of  the  Houfe,  different 
from  the  ufual  Mode;  it  being  regular  that  an  examining  Court  fhould  be  held  on  the 
Criminal,  either  in  the  County  where  the  Arreft  was  made,  or  the  Fact  committed; 
the  Houfe  therefore  humbly  entreat  his  Excellency,  that  they  may  not  in  future  be 
drawn  into  Confequence  or  Example. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  fum  of  two  hundred 
Pounds,  be  paid  to  Mr  John  Lightfoot,  over  and  above  his  Expences,  for  his  Diligence 
in  apprehending  the  Perfons  accufed  of  counterfeiting  the  Treafury  Bills,  and  in  bringing 
them  to  Juftice,  and  for  the  Hardfhips  he  fuffered,  and  the  Dangers  he  was  expofed 
to  in  that  Service. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  Perfons  who  affifted  35 
Mr  John  Lightfoot  in  apprehending  and  guarding  the  Perfons  accufed  of  counterfeiting 
the  Paper  Bills  ought  to  be  rewarded  by  the  Public. 

The  faid  Resolutions  being  read  a  fecond  Time,  were,  upon  the  Queftion  feverally 
put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  draw  up  an  Addrefs,  to  be  prefented 
to  his  Excellency,  upon  the  firft  of  the  faid  Refolutions. 

And  a  Committee  was  appointed  of  Mr  Bland,  Mr  Richard  Henry  Lee,  Mr  Harrison, 
Mr  Treafurer,  Mr  Edmund  Pendleton,  Mr  Cary,  Mr  Patrick  Henry  and  Mr  Dandridge. 

Refolved,  that  the  fum  of  two  hundred  Pounds  be  paid  to  Mr  John  Lightfoot,  over 
and  above  his  Expences,  for  his  Diligence  in  apprehending  the  Perfons  accufed  of 
counterfeiting  the  Treafury  Bills,  and  in  bringing  them  to  Juftice,  and  for  the  Hardfhips 
he  fuffered  and  the  Dangers  he  was  expofed  to  in  that  Service. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Treafurer  do  carry  the  Refolution  to  the  Council,  and  defire  their 
Concurrence. 

Ordered,  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  ftate  an  Account  of  the  Expences  of 
Mr  John  Lightfoot  in  apprehending  the  Perfons  accufed  of  Counterfeiting  the  Treafury 
Bills,  and  in  bringing  them  to  Juftice,  and  alfo  to  confider  of  a  proper  reward  to  the 
Perfons  who  affifted  him  in  performing  that  Service ;  and  report  the  fame  to  the  Houfe.  86 

And  a  Committee  was  appointed  of  Mr  Cary,  Mr  Treafurer,  Mr  Donelfon,  Mr  Jones 
and  Mr  Jeff  erf  on. 

Refolved,  that  the  fum  of  three  Pounds  be  paid  to  Thomas  Ludwell  Lee,  Thomas 
Blackburn,  Henry  Lee,  Samuel  Selden,  and  William  Alexander,  Commiffioners,  appointed 
by  Act  of  General  Affembly  to  inquire  into  the  quantity  of  Tobacco  damaged  in  the 
Public  Warehoufe  at  Aquia,  in  the  County  of  Stafford,  each,  for  their  Attendance  and 
Services  in  execution  of  the  faid  Act. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Bland  do  carry  the  Refolution  to  the  Council,  and  defire  their 
Concurrence. 

A  Bill  to  veft  certain  intailed  Lands,  whereof  Bowles  Armiftead,  Gentleman,  is 
feifed,  in  Truftees,  to  be  fold  for  payment  of  the  Debts  due  from  the  Eftate  of  his  late 
father  William  Armiftead,  Efquire,  was  read  a  fecond  Time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  committed  to  Mr  Edmund  Pendleton,  Mr  Taliaferro,  Mr 
Henry  Pendleton,  and  Mr  Field. 

A  Bill  for  the  better  fecuring  the  Public  Credit  of  this  Colony,  was  read  a  fecond 
Time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  committed. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe. 

Refolved,  that  this  Houfe  will,  Tomorrow,  Refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  Houfe,  upon  the  faid  Bill. 

A  Bill  for  eftablifhing  a  Warehoufe  for  the  Infpection  of  Tobacco,  in  the  Town  of  g, 
Manchefter,  was  read  a  fecond  Time. 

Ordered, 
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Ordered,  that  the  Bill  be  engroffed. 

A  Bill  to  eftablifh  and  enlarge  the  Power  of  the  Truftees  of  the  Town  of  Richmond, 
in  the  County  of  Henrico,  and  for  other  Purpofes,  was  read  a  fecond  Time. 

Ordered,  that  the  Bill  be  engroffed. 

A  Bill  for  appointing  Truftees  for  the  Gingafkin  Indians,  was  read  a  fecond  Time. 

Ordered,  that  the  Bill  be  engroffed. 

A  Bill  to  prevent  Counterfeiting  the  Paper  Money  of  other  Colonies,  was  read  a 
fecond  Time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  committed. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe. 

Refolved,  that  this  Houfe  will,  Tomorrow,  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  Houfe  upon  the  faid  Bill. 

A  Petition  of  Lewis  Burwell,  of  the  County  of  Gloucefter,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe, 
and  read,  fetting  forth,  that  the  Petitioner  is  feifed,  as  Tenant  in  fee-tail,  of  certain 
Lands,  in  the  County  of  Gloucefter,  and,  as  Tenant  in  fee-fimple,  of  other  Lands,  in  the 
County  of  Prince  William;  and  that  it  would  be  to  the  benefit  of  the  iffue  in  Tail,  as 
well  as  of  thofe  in  remainder,  that  the  intail  of  the  faid  Lands  in  Gloucefter  fhould  be 
docked,  and  thofe  in  the  County  of  Prince  William,  which  are  of  greater  value  fettled 
88  in  lieu  thereof,  to  the  fame  Ufes;  and  therefore  praying,  that  leave  may  be  given  to 
bring  in  a  Bill  for  that  Purpofe. 

Ordered,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  purfuant  to  the  Prayer  of  the  faid 
Petition;  and  that  Mr  Edmund  Pendleton  and  Mr  Berkeley  do  prepare,  and  bring  in 
the  fame. 

A  Petition  of  feveral  Perfons,  whofe  names  are  thereunto  fubfcribed,  was  pre- 
fented to  the  Houfe,  and  read ;  fetting  forth,  that  a  public  Ferry  over  Shanandoah  River, 
from  the  land  of  Thomas  Bryan  Martin,  Efquire,  where  John  Nichols  lately  lived,  to  the 
Land  of  the  Right  honourable  Thomas  Lord  Fairfax,  in  the  County  of  Frederick,  would 
be  very  convenient ;  and  therefore  praying  that  leave  may  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill 
for  eftablifhing  a  public  Ferry  at  that  Place. 

Ordered,  that  the  confideration  of  the  faid  Petition  be  deferred  til  the  next  Seffion 
of  General  Affembly. 

An  engroffed  Bill  for  building  a  Bridge  over  Nottoway  River,  from  the  Land  of 
Samuel  Brown,  by  Subfcription,  was  read  the  third  Time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  do  pafs;  and  that  the  Title  be,  An  Ad  for  building  a  Bridge 
over  Nottoway  River,  from  the  Land  of  Samuel  Brown,  by  Subfcription.1 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Gray  do  carry  the  Bill  to  the  Council,  and  defire  their  Concurrence. 
And  then  the  Houfe  adjourned  til  Tomorrow  Morning  eleven  of  the  Clock. 
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MR  Bland  reported  from  the  Committee,  to  whom  the  Bill  to  dock  the  intail  of 
part  of  a  Tract  of  Land  whereof  John  Tazewell  is  feifed,  and  for  fettling 
Slaves,  of  greater  value,  to  the  fame  Ufes  was  committed,  that  the  Com- 
mittee had  examined  the  Allegations  of  the  Bill,  and  found  the  fame  to  be 
true ;  and  that  the  Committee  had  directed  him  to  report  the  Bill  to  the  Houfe,  without 
any  Amendment ;  and  he  delivered  the  Bill  in  at  the  Clerk's  Table. 
Ordered,  that  the  Bill  be  engroffed. 

An  engroffed  Bill  for  altering  the  Court  Day  of  the  County  of  Loudoun  was  read 
the  third  Time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  do  pafs;  and  that  the  Title  be  An  Ad  for  altering  the  Court 
Day  of  the  County  of  Loudoun. 
Ordered, 

1    Hening's,  VIII,  p.  660. 
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Ordered,  that  Mr  Peyton  do  carry  the  Bill  to  the  Council,  and  defire  their  Concur- 
rence. 

Mr  Blatid  reported  from  the  Committee  appointed  Yesterday  to  draw  up  an  Addrefs 
to  be  prefented  to  the  Governor,  that  the  Committee  had  drawn  up  an  Addrefs  ac- 
cordingly, which  they  had  directed  him  to  report  to  the  Houfe;  and  he  read  the  fame 
in  his  Place,  and  afterwards  delivered  it  in  at  the  Clerk's  Table;  where  the  fame  was 
read,  and  is  as  followeth,  viz. 

My  Lord, 

We,  his  Majefty's  dutiful  fubjeds,  beg  leave  to  prefent  your  Excellency  our  fincere 
thanks  for  your  attention  to  the  interest  of  this  Colony,  by  vigoroufly  endeavouring  to  bring  40 
the  forgers  of  our  Paper  Currency  to  Juftice;  but  the  Proceedings  in  this  Cafe,  My  Lord, 
though  rendered  neceffary  by  the  particular  nature  of  it,  are  nevertheless  different  from  the 
ufual  Mode,  it  being  regular  that  an  examining  Court  on  Criminals  fhould  be  held,  either 
in  the  County  where  the  Fad  was  committed,'  or  the  Arreft  made.  The  duty  we  owe  our 
Constituents  obliges  us,  My  Lord,  to  be  as  attentive  to  the  fafety  of  the  innocent  as  we  are 
defirous  of  punifhing  the  Guilty;  and  we  apprehend,  that  a  doubtful  conftrudion  and  various 
execution  of  Criminal  Law  does  greatly  endanger  the  fafety  of  innocent  Men.  We  do 
therefore  moft  humbly  pray  your  Excellency,  that  the  proceedings  in  this  Case  may  not  in 
future  be  drawn  into  Confequence  or  Example. 

The  faid  Addrefs  being  read  a  fecond  Time; 

Refolved,  that  the  Houfe  doth  agree  with  the  Committee  in  the  faid  Addrefs  to  be 
prefented  to  the  Governor. 

Refolved,  that  the  faid  Addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Excellency  by  the  whole  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Bland  and  Mr  Richard  Henry  Lee  do  wait  upon  the  Governor, 
to  know  his  Pleafure  when  the  Houfe  fhall  attend  his  Excellency,  to  prefent  their 
Addrefs. 

Mr  Nelfon  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  according  to  Order,  a  Bill1  for  making  an  addi- 
tion to  the  Houfe  appropriated  to  the  ufe  of  the  public  Gaoler ;  and  the  fame  was  received,  « 
and  read  the  firft  Time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  fecond  Time. 

A  Petition  of  the  Veftry  of  the  Parifh  of  Dale,  in  the  County  of  Chef ter field ,  was 
prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read;  fetting  forth,  that  by  the  late  divifion  of  the  faid 
Parifh  into  two,  a  much  larger  quantity  of  Land  and  greater  number  of  Tithables  are 
included  in  the  new  Parifh  of  Manchefter,  than  remain  in  the  faid  Parifh  of  Dale,  and 
therefore  praying  that  the  dividing  boundaries  between  the  faid  Parifhes  may  be  altered, 
and  begin  at  the  Ferry  at  Warwick,  on  James  River,  and  run  up  the  Road  to  Newby's 
Bridge,  on  Swift  Creek,  and  from  thence,  in  a  ftraight  line,  to  the  Mouth  of  Win  ter  pock 
Creek  on  Appomattox  River,  which  will  make  the  quantities  of  Land  and  number  of 
Tithables  in  both  Parifhes  nearly  equal  to  one  another. 

Ordered,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill3  purfuant  to  the  Prayer  of  the  faid 
Petition ;  and  that  Mr  Cary  and  Mr  Bland  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  fame. 

Mr  Harrifon  prefented  to  the  Hc^ife,  according  to  Order,  a  Bill  to  amend  the  Act, 
intituled  An  Ad  for  ereding  a  Lighthoufe  on  Cape-Henry;*  and  the  fame  was  received  and 
read  the  firft  Time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  fecond  Time. 

A  Petition  of  William  Rind  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read;  fetting  forth, 
that  his  Salary,  as  public  Printer,  will  expire  at  the  end  of  this  Seffion  of  General  Affem- 
bly;  and  therefore  praying,  that  the  fame  may  be  continued. 

Refolved,  that  the  fum  of  four  hundred  and  fifty  Pounds  per  Annum,  be  allowed  & 
to  William  Rind,  Printer,  to  continue  to  the  end  of  the  next  Seffion  of  General  Affem-  m 
bly,  as  a  full  confideration  for  printing  the  Journal  of  the  Houfe  of  Burgeffes,  and  the 

Laws 
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Laws  of  each  Seffion,  and  fending  as  many  Copies  of  the  Laws  to  the  County  Court 
Clerks,  as  there  are  acting  Juftices  in  the  Commiffion  in  each  refpective  County,  and 
one  other,  which  is  to  be  half  bound,  for  the  ufe  of  the  Court,  and  ten  to  the  Clerks 
of  the  Courts  of  Huf tings,  in  the  City  of  William  f  burg,  and  Borough  of  Norfolk,  and 
printing  Infpectors  Receipts,  and  Books,  Proclamations,  and  public  Advertifements. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Richard  Henry  Lee  do  carry  the  Refolution  to  the  Council  and 
defire  their  Concurrence. 

Mr  Richard  Henry  Lee  reported  from  the  Committee,  who  were  appointed  to  in- 
quire what  Laws  were  expired,  or  near  expiring,  and  to  report  their  Opinion  to  the 
Houfe  which  of  them  are  fit  to  be  revived  or  continued,  that  the  Committee  had  en- 
quired accordingly,  and  had  come  to  a  Refolution,  which  they  had  directed  him  to 
report  to  the  Houfe;  which  he  read  in  his  Place,  and  afterwards  delivered  it  in  at  the 
Clerk's  Table ;  where  the  fame  was  read,  and  is  as  followeth,  viz. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  Act  of  Affembly  made 
in  the  thirtieth  Year  of  the  Reign  of  his  late  Majefty  King  George  the  Second,  intituled 

43  An  Ad  for  the  better  regulating  and  difciplining  the  Militia,'  which  was  continued  and 
amended  by  two  other  Acts,  in  the  third  and  feventh  Years  of  his  prefent  Majefty 's 
Reign,  and  further  continued  by  another  Act,2  made  in  the  tenth  Year  of  his  faid  Majefty's 
Reign,  and  which  will  expire  on  the  twentieth  day  of  July  next,  ought  to  be  further 
Continued. 

The  faid  Refolution,  being  read  a  fecond  Time,  was,  upon  the  Queftion  put  there- 
upon, agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  a  Bill  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  faid  Refolution;  and  that  Mr 
Richard  Henry  Lee  do  prepare,  and  bring  in  the  fame. 

A  Petition  of  feveral  Perfons,  freeholders  of  the  County  of  Amherft,  whofe  Names 
are  thereunto  fubfcribed,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read;  fetting  forth,  that 
the  Act  made  at  the  laft  Seffion  of  General  Affembly,  for  amending  the  Act,  intituled 
An  Ad  for  the  better  preservation  of  the  breed  of  Deer,  and  preventing  unlawful  hunting? 
had  not  anfwered  the  good  purpofes  intended  by  it;  and  therefore  praying,  that  fo 
much  of  the  faid  Act  as  prohibits  Perfons  from  hunting  and  killing  Deer  until  the  time 
thereby  limitted,  may  be  repealed. 

Ordered,  that  the  Confideration  of  the  faid  Petition  be  deferred  til  the  next  Seffion 
of  General  Affembly. 

Ordered,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  eftablifhing  a  better  method  of 
bringing  to  trial  Perfons  concerned  in  forging  or  coining  the  Money  current  in  this 
Colony;  and  that  Mr  Richard  Henry  Lee  and  Mr  Wright  do  prepare,  and  bring  in  the 
fame. 

44  Mr  Edmund  Pendleton  reported  from  the  Committee,  to  whom  the  Bill  to  veft 
certain  intailed  Lands,  whereof  Bowles  Armiftead,  Gentleman,  is  feifed,  in  Truftees, 
to  be  fold  for  payment  of  the  Debts  due  from  the  Eftate  of  his  late  father  William 
Armiftead,  Efquire,  was  committed,  that  the  Committee  had  examined  the  Allegations 
of  the  Bill,  and  found  the  fame  to  be  true;  and  that  the  Committee  had  directed  him 
to  report  the  Bill  to  the  Houfe  without  any  Amendment ;  and  he  delivered  the  Bill  in 
at  the  Clerk's  Table. 

Ordered,  that  the  Bill  be  engroffed. 

Mr  Alexander  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  according  to  Order,  a  Bill  for  appointing 
Commiffioners  for  felling  the  Tobacco  damaged  in  the  public  Warehoufe  for  the  Infpec- 
tion  of  Tobacco  at  Aquia,  and  for  other  purpofes  therein  mentioned;  and  the  fame 
was  received,  and  read  the  firft  Time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  fecond  Time. 

Mr  Cary  reported  from  the  Committee,  who  were  appointed  to  ftate  an  Account 
of  the  Expences  of  Mr  John  Lightfoot  in  apprehending  the  Perfons  accufed  of  counter- 
feiting 
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feiting  the  Treafury  Bills,  and  in  bringing  them  to  Juftice,  and  alfo  to  confider  of  a 
proper  Reward  to  the  Perfons  who  affifted  him  in  performing  that  Service,  and  to 
report  the  fame  to  the  Houfe,  that  the  Committee  had  accordingly  ftated  an  Account, 
and  confidered  of  the  Matters  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  a  Refolution  thereupon, 
which  they  had  directed  him  to  report  to  the  Houfe;  and  he  read  the  Report  in  his  «,o 
Place,  and  afterwards  delivered  it  in  at  the  Clerk's  Table;  where  the  Refolution  of 
the  Committee,  with  the  Account  thereunto  annexed,  was  read,  and  is  as  followeth, 
viz. 


Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  feveral  Perfons  here- 
after mentioned  ought  to  be  allowed  for  the  faid  Service  the  refpedlive  Sums  following, 
that  is  to  fay, 


To  John  Lightfoot,  the  balance  of  his  Expences 
To  Sherwood  Lightfoot,  Tavern  and  ferry  ) 

Keeper  at  Flower  de  Hundred  J 

To  Cuthbert  Hubard,  Tavern-keeper  for  Expences 
To  Thomas  Bruce,  Tavern-keeper  at  ) 

Pittsylvania  Court-Houfe  for  Expences  J 

To  Daniel  Shelton,  (Pittfylvania)  Expences 
To  Jacob  Kelly,  Tavern-keeper  in  Halifax 
To  John  Tankerfley,  Tavern-keeper  at  ) 

Charlotte  Court-Houfe  J 

To  Daniel  Stone,  Tavern-keeper  in  Prince  Edward 
To  Chriftopher  Robinfon,  Tavern-keeper  in  Amelia 
To  Thomas  Wild,  Tavern-keeper  in  Prince  George 
To  Abraham  Shelton,  for  his  Expences 
To  John  Mafon,  7-6  John  Payne,  1-3 
To  Crifpin  Shelton,  for  a  Horfe  drowned 
To  Abraham  Shelton,  Under-Sheriff  of  Pittfyl-       } 

vania     \ 
To  Daniel  Shelton,  Gabriel  Shelton,  Beverley 
Shelton,  Armiftead  Shelton,  John 
Gregory,  William  Gregory,  John  Payne, 
William  Pace  and  Jofeph  Cox  each  £10. 
To  John  Eaft,  Spencer  Shelton,  John  Henry, 
Thomas  Hutchings,  John  Donelfon,  junior, 
Luke  Williams,  Uriah  Cameron,  Hall 
Hudson  and  Richard  Farthing  £3.  each 
To  Lewis  Shelton  and  Arthur  Keefe, 

Pittfylvania,  sixpounds  each. 
To  Daniel  Lovell,  Pittfylvania 
To  Jofeph  Eckols  £  5.  Richard  Stokes 

and  John  Pace  £4.  each. 
To  John  Wimbufh,  of  Pittfylvania,  five 
pair  of  Hand  Cuffs 
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The  faid  Refolution  being  read  a  fecond  Time,  was,  upon  the  Queftion  put  there- 
upon, agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Cary  do  carry  the  Refolution  to  the  Council  and,  defire  their 
Concurrence. 

An  engroffed  Bill  for  appointing  a  ferry  acrofs  the  Eaftern  branch  of  Corotoman 
River,  in  the  County  of  Lancafter,  was  read  the  third  Time. 

Refolved, 
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Refolved,  that  the  Bill  do  pafs;  and  that  the  Title  be,  An  Ad  for  appointing  two 
new  ferries,  and  difcontinuing  a  former  ferry.1 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Mitchell  do  carry  the  Bill  to  the  Council,  and  defire  their  Con- 
currence. 

An  engroffed  Bill  for  eftablifhing  a  Warehoufe  for  the  infpection  of  Tobacco  in 
the  Town  of  Manchester,  was  read  the  Third  Time. 
17  Refolved,  that  the  Bill  do  pafs;    and  that  the  Title  be,  An  Ad  for  eftablifhing  a 

Warehoufe  for  the  inspedion  of  Tobacco  in  the  Town  of  Manchefier.' 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Cary  do  carry  the  Bill  to  the  Council  and  defire  their  Concurrence. 

An  engroffed  Bill,  for  appointing  Truf tees  for  the  Gingafkin  Indians,  was  read  the 
third  Time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  do  pafs;  and  that  the  Title  be  An  Ad  for  appointing  Truftees 
for  the  Gingafkin  Indians  A 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Edmund  Pendleton  do  carry  the  Bill  to  the  Council,  and  defire 
their  Concurrence. 

A  Petition  of  feveral  Members  of  the  Veftry  of  the  Parifh  of  Saint  Anne  in  the 
County  of  Albemarle,  whose  names  are  thereunto  fubfcribed,  was  prefented  to  the 
Houfe,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  only  three  or  four  Members  of  the  prefent  Veftry 
were  elected  by  the  Inhabitants,  the  others  having  been  chofen  to  fupply  vacancies 
by  death,  removal,  or  refignation ;  and  that  the  greater  part  of  the  Parifhioners  feems 
diffatiffied  with  the  Conduct  of  the  faid  Veftry;  and  therefore  praying,  that  the  faid 
Veftry  may  be  diffolved. 

Ordered,  that  the  Confideration  of  the  faid  Petition  be  deferred  til  the  next  Seffion 
of  General  Affembly. 

Mr  Edmund  Pendleton  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  according  to  Order,  a  Bill  to  dock 
the  intail  of  certain  Lands  whereof  Lewis  Bunnell,  Gentleman,  is  feifed,  and  for  fettling 
other  Lands  and  Slaves  to  the  fame  Ufes;    and  the  fame  was  received,  and  read  the 
firft  Time. 
tt  Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  fecond  Time. 

An  engroffed  Bill  to  establifh  and  enlarge  the  Power  of  the  Truftees  of  the  Town 
of  Richmond,  in  the  County  of  Henrico,  and  for  other  purpofes,  was  read  the  third 
Time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  do  pafs;  and  that  the  Title  be,  An  Ad  to  establifh  and  enlarge 
the  Power  of  the  Truftees  of  the  Town  of  Richmond  in  the  County  of  Henrico,  and  for 
other  purpofes.* 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Adams  do  carry  the  Bill  to  the  Council,  and  defire  their  Con- 
currence. 

Mr  Cary  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  according  to  Order,  a  Bill  for  altering  the  bounds 
between  the  Parifhes  of  Dale  and  Manchefter,  in  Chefterfield  County;  and  the  fame 
was  received,  and  read  the  firft  Time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  fecond  Time. 

An  engroffed  Bill  to  dock  the  intail  of  part  of  a  Tract  of  Land,  whereof  John  Taze- 
well is  feifed,  and  for  fettling  Slaves,  of  greater  value  to  the  fame  Ufes,  was  read  the 
third  Time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  do  pafs;  and  that  the  Title  be,  An  Ad  to  dock  the  intail  of 
part  of  a  Trad  of  Land,  whereof  John  Tazewell  is  feifed,  and  for  fettling  Slaves,  of  greater 
value  to  the  fame  Ufes.s 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Bland  do  carry  the  Bill  to  the  Council,  and  defire  their  Concur- 
rence. 

Mr  Richard  Henry  Lee  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  according  to  order,  a  Bill  for  eftab- 
lifhing a  better  method  of  bringing  to  Trial  perfons  concerned  in  forging  or  coining  the 
Money  current  in  this  Colony ;  and  the  fame  was  received,  and  read  the  firft  Time. 

Refolved, 


ia 


■    Hening's,  VIII,  p.  658.  *    Ibid.,  VIII,  p.  654.  »    Ibid.,  VIII,  p.  661,  4    Ibid.,  VIII,  p.  655. 
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Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  fecond  Time. 

The  Houfe  according  to  Order,  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe 
upon  the  Bill  for  the  better  fecuring  the  public  Credit  of  this  Colony. 

Mr  Speaker  left  the  Chair. 

Mr  Bland  took  the  Chair  of  the  Committee. 

Mr  Speaker  refumed  the  Chair. 

Mr  Bland  reported  from  the  Committee,  that  they  had  gone  through  the  Bill, 
and  made  feveral  Amendments  thereunto;  which  they  had  directed  him  to  report, 
when  the  Houfe  will  pleafe  to  receive  the  fame. 

Ordered,  that  the  Report  be  now  received. 

Mr  Bland  accordingly  reported  from  the  faid  Committee  the  Amendments  which 
the  Committee  had  made  to  the  Bill,  and  which  they  had  directed  him  to  report  to  the 
Houfe  and  he  read  the  Report  in  his  Place,  and  afterwards  delivered  the  Bill,  with  the 
Amendments,  in  at  the  Clerk's  Table ;  where  the  Amendments  were  once  read  through- 
out, and  then  a  fecond  time,  one  by  one,  and,  upon  the  Queftion  feverally  put  there- 
upon, were  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  the  Bill,  with  the  Amendments  be  engroffed. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Terry  have  leave  to  be  abfent  from  the  Service  of  this  Houfe  for  so 
the  remainder  of  this  Seffion. 

The  Houfe  being  informed,  that  feveral  Treafury  Bills,  amounting  to  fifty  Pounds, 
which  appear  to  be  Counterfeits,  have  been  taken  at  the  public  Treafury. 

Ordered,  that  it  be  referred  to  a  Committee  to  inquire  how  it  happened  that  fuch 
Counterfeits  were  received ;  and  that  they  report  the  matter,  as  it  fhall  appear  to  them, 
with  their  Opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe: 

And  it  is  referred  to  Mr  Bland,  Mr  Cary,  Mr  Harrifon,  Mr  Richard  Henry  Lee,  Mr 
Edmund  Pendleton,  Mr  Joseph  Jones,  Mr  John  Jones,  Mr  Jefferfon,  and  Mr  Lewis  Burwell, 
of  James  City. 

The  other  Order  of  the  Day  being  read ; 

Refolved,  that  this  Houfe  will  Tomorrow  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  Houfe,  upon  the  Bill  to  prevent  counterfeiting  the  paper  Money  of  other  Colonies. 

And  then  the  Houfe  adjourned  til  Tomorrow  Morning  eleven  of  the  Clock. 


Trioa?,  tbe  12  tb  of  Mtarcl),  13  Geo.  lit  1773. 

ORDERED,   that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  examine  the  enrolled  Bills  and 
Refolves. 
And  a  Committee   was  appointed  of  Mr  Digges,   Mr  Lewis   Burwell,  of 
James  City,  Mr  Henry  Lee,  Mr  Joseph  Jones,  Mr  James  Henry,  and  Mr  Holt. 
A  Bill  for  making  an  addition  to  the  Houfe  appropriated  to  the  ufe  of  the  public  u 
Gaoler  was  read  a  fecond  Time. 

Ordered,  that  the  Bill  be  engroffed. 

A  Bill  for  appointing  Commiffioners  for  felling  the  Tobacco  damaged  in  the  public 
Warehoufe  for  the  Infpection  of  Tobacco  at  Aquia,  and  for  other    Purpofes  therein 
mentioned,  was  read  a  fecond  Time. 
Ordered,  that  the  Bill  be  engroffed. 

A  Bill  for  altering  the  Bounds  between  the  Parifhes  of  Dale  and  Manchefter, 
Chefterfield  County,  was  read  a  fecond  Time. 
Ordered,  that  the  Bill  be  engroffed. 

An  engroffed  Bill  for  the  better  fecuring  the  public  Credit  of  this  Colony  was  read 
the  third  Time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  do  pafs;   and  that  the  Title  be,  An  Ac!  for  the  better  fecuring 

the  public  Credit  of  this  Colony.1 

Ordered, 

■    Herring's,  VIII,  p.  647. 


[    27] 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Bland  do  carry  the  Bill  to  the  Council,  and  defire  their  Concurrence. 

Ordered,  that  Leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  the  Eafe  and  Relief  of  the  People, 
by  paying  the  Burgeffes  in  money  for  this  prefent  Seffion  of  Affembly;  and  that  Mr 
Henry  Lee  do  prepare,  and  bring  in  the  fame. 

Ordered,  that  this  Houfe  be  called  over  Tomorrow. 

An  engroffed  Bill  to  veft  certain  intailed  Lands,  whereof  Bowles  Armiftead,  Gentle- 
man, is  feifed,  in  Truftees,  to  be  fold  for  Payment  of  the  Debts  due  from  the  Eftate 
of  his  late  father,  William  Armiftead,  Ef quire,  was  read  the  third  Time. 
52  Refolved,  that  the  Bill  do  pafs;  and  that  the  Title  be,  An  Ad  to  veft  certain  intailed 

Lands,  whereof  Bowles  Armiftead,  Gentleman,  is  feifed,  in  Truftees,  to  be  fold  for  payment 
of  the  Debts  due  from  the  Eftate  of  his  late  Father,  William  Armiftead  Efquire.1 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Edmund  Pendleton  do  carry  the  Bill  to  the  Council,  and  defire 
their  Concurrence. 

A  Meffage  from  the  Council  by  Mr  Blair: 

Mr  Speaker, 

The  Council  have  agreed  to  the  Bill,  intituled  An  Act2  for  building  a  Bridge  over 
Nottoway  River,  from  the  Land  of  Samuel  Brown,  by  Subfcription,  without  any  Amend- 
ment; and  alfo, 

The  Council  have  agreed  to  the  Bill,  intituled  An  Adt  for  appointing  two  new  Ferries, 
and  dif continuing  a  former  Ferry,  3  without  any  Amendment;  and  alfo, 

The  Council  have  agreed  to  the  Bill,  intituled  An  Adt  for  altering  the  Court  Day  of 
the  County  of  Loudoun,*  without  any  Amendment;  and  alfo, 

The  Council  have  agreed  to  the  Refolve  for  paying  feveral  Sums  of  Money  to  Nath- 
aniel Hunt  and  others;  and  alfo, 

The  Council  have  agreed  to  the  Refolve,  for  paying  a  certain  fum  of  Money  to  John 
Lightfoot;  and  alfo, 

The  Council  have  agreed  to  the  Refolve  for  paying  a  fum  of  Money  to  Robert  Donald  ; 
and  alfo, 

The  Council  have  agreed  to  the  Refolve  for  paying  feveral  fums  of  Money  to  certain 
Commiffioners. 

And  then  the  Meffenger  withdrew. 

A  Bill  to  amend  the  Adt,  intituled  An  Ad  for  ereding  a  Light  House  on  Cape-Henry,  s 
63  was  read  a  fecond  Time. 

Ordered,  that  the  Bill  be  engroffed. 

Mr  Bland  reported  from  the  Committee,  to  whom  it  was  referred  to  inquire  how  it 
happened,  that  certain  counterfeit  Treafury  Notes  had  been  received  at  the  Public 
Treafury,  and  to  report  the  matter  as  it  appeared  to  them,  with  their  Opinion  thereupon, 
to  the  Houfe,  that  the  Committee  had  inquired  into  the  matter  to  them  referred,  and 
had  agreed  upon  a  Report,  which  they  had  directed  him  to  make  to  the  Houfe ;  and  he 
read  the  Report  in  his  Place,  and  afterwards  delivered  it  in  at  the  Clerk's  Table ;  where 
the  fame  was  read,  and  is  as  followeth,  viz. 

It  appears  to  your  Committee,  that,  from  the  ingenious  and  Matter ly  manner  in 
which  the  Counterfeits  of  the  Treafury  Notes,  were  executed,  Sundry  of  fuch  forged 
Notes,  amounting  to  the  fum  of  fifty  Pounds,  have  been  received  at  the  Treafury, 
before  the  faid  forgeries  were  difcovered,  notwithftanding  it  appears  to  your  Com- 
mittee, upon  the  fulleft  inquiry,  that  every  prudent  precaution  was  ufed,  as  well  in 
the  Emiffion  of  the  Notes  as  in  the  Receipt  aforefaid. 

Whereupon  the  Committee  came  to  the  following  Refolution : 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  faid  Treafurer  ought 
to  be  allowed  to  charge  the  faid  fum  of  fifty  Pounds  to  the  Public,  in  his  Accounts. 
M  The  faid  Refolution  being  read  a  fecond  Time,  was,  upon  the  Queftion  put  there- 

upon, agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

Upon 

■    Hening's,  VIII,  p.  667.  »    Ibid.,  VIII,  p.  660.  3    Ibid.,  VIII,  p.  658.  «    Ibid.,  VIII,  p.  658. 
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Upon  a  Motion  made, 

The  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  upon  the  State  of 
the  Colony. 

Mr  Speaker  left  the  Chair. 

Mr  Bland  took  the  Chair  of  the  Committee. 

Mr  Speaker  refumed  the  Chair. 

Mr  Bland  reported  from  the  Committee,  that  they  had  directed  him  to  make  the 
following  Report  to  the  Houfe,  viz. 

Whereas,  the  minds  of  his  Majefty's  faithful  Subjects  in  this  Colony  have  been 
much  difturbed,  by  various  Rumours  and  Reports  of  proceedings  tending  to  deprive 
them  of  their  ancient,  legal  and  conftitutional  Rights. 

And  whereas,  the  affairs  of  this  Colony  are  frequently  connected  with  thofe  of 
Great  Britain,  as  well  as  of  the  neighboring  Colonies,  which  renders  a  Communication 
of  Sentiments  neceffary ;  in  Order  therefore  to  remove  the  Uneafineffes,  and  to  quiet 
the  minds  of  the  People,  as  well  as  for  the  other  good  purpofes  above  mentioned. 

Be  it  refolved,  that  a  ftanding  Committee  of  Correfpondence  and  inquiry  be  appointed 
to  confift  of  eleven  Perfons,  to  wit,  the  Honourable  Peyton  Randolph,  Efquire,  Robert 
Carter  Nicholas,  Richard  Bland,  Richard  Henry  Lee,  Benjamin  Harrifon,  Edmund 
Pendleton,  Patrick  Henry,  Dudley  Digges,  Dabney  Carr,  Archibald  Cary,  and  Thomas  & 
Jefferfon,  Efquires,  any  fix  of  whom  to  be  a  Committee,  whofe  bufinefs  it  fhall  be  to 
obtain  the  moft  early  and  Authentic  intelligence  of  all  fuch  Acts  and  Refolutions  of  the 
Britifh  Parliament,  or  proceedings  of  Adminiftration,  as  may  relate  to  or  affect  the 
Britifh  Colonies  in  America,  and  to  keep  up  and  maintain  a  Correfpondence  and  Com- 
munication with  our  Sifter  Colonies,  refpecting  thefe  important  Confiderations ;  and  the 
refult  of  fuch  their  proceedings,  from  Time  to  Time,  to  lay  before  this  Houfe. « 

Refolved,  that  it  be  an  inftruction  to  the  faid  Committee,  that  they  do,  without 
delay,  inform  themfelves  particularly  of  the  principles  and  Authority,  on  which  was 
constituted  a  Court  of  inquiry,  faid  to  have  been  lately  held  in  Rhode  Ifland,  with  Powers 
to  tranfmit  Perfons,  accufed  of  Offences  committed  in  America,  to  places  beyond  the 
Seas,  to  be  tried. 

The  faid  Refolutions,  being  feverally  read  a  fecond  Time,  were  upon  the  Queftion 
feverally  put  thereupon  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe,  nemine  contradicente. 

Refolved,  that  the  Speaker  of  this  Houfe  do  tranfmit  to  the  Speakers  of  the  different 
Affemblys  of  the  Britifh  Colonies,  on  the  Continent,  Copies  of  the  faid  Refolutions,2 
and  defire  that  they  will  lay  them  before  their  refpective  Affemblies ;  and  requef t  them 
to  appoint  fome  Perfon  or  Perfons,  of  their  refpective  Bodies,  to  communicate,  from 
Time  to  Time,  with  the  faid  Committee. 

A  meffage  from  the  Council  by  Mr  Blair.  56 

Mr  Speaker, 

The  Council  have  agreed  to  the  Bill,  intituled  An  Act  for  the  better  fecuring  the 
public  Credit  of  this  Colony,  3  without  any  Amendment;  atid  alfo, 

The  Council  have  agreed  to  the  Bill,  entituled  An  Act  for  eftablifhing  a  Warehoufe, 
for  the  infpection  of  Tobacco,  in  the  Town  of  Manchefter,  *  without  any  Amendment; 
and  alfo, 

The  Council  have  agreed  to  the  Bill,  intituled  An  Act  to  dock  the  intail  of  part  of  a 
Tract  of  Land,  whereof  John  Tazewell  is  feifed,  and  for  fettling  Slaves,  of  greater  value, 
to  the  fame  Ufes.s  without  any  Amendment;  and  alfo, 

The  Council  have  agreed  to  the  Bill,  intituled  An  Act  to  veft  certain  intailed  Lands, 
whereof  Bowles  Armiftead,  Gentleman,  is  feifed,  in  Truftees,  to  be  fold  for  payment 

of 


Dabney  Carr,  the  author  of  thefe  refolves.  reprefented  Louifa  County.     See  Henry  —  Life  of  Henry, 

vol.  I.  pp.  161-162. 
Correfpondence  of  this  Committee  follows  the  clofing  of  this  Seffion. 
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of  the  Debts  due  from  the  Eftate  of  his  late  father,  William  Armiftead,  Ef quire, ' 
without  any  Amendment;  and  alfo, 

The  Council  have  agreed  to  the  Bill,  intituled  An  Act  for  appointing  Truftees  for 
the  Gingafkin  Indians,  without  any  Amendment;  and  alfo, 

The  Council  have  agreed  to  the  Refolve  for  paying  feveral  fums  of  Money  to  Robert 
Boiling  Junior,  Efquire;  and  alfo, 

The  Council  have  agreed  to  the  Refolve,  for  paying  certain  Expences  incurred  in  and 
about  apprehending  and  fecuring  certain  Criminals;  and  alfo, 

The  Council  have  agreed  to  the  Refolve,  for  paying  four  hundred  and  fifty  Pounds 
per  Annum  to  William  Rind,  the  public  Printer;  and  alfo, 

The  Council  have  agreed  to  the  Refolve  for  paying  a  Salary  to  the  keeper  of  the  public 
Gaol;  and  alfo, 

The  Council  have  agreed  to  the  Refolve  for  paying  a  Salary  to  the  Organift;  and  alfo, 

The  Council  have  agreed  to  the  Bill,  intituled  An  Act  to  eftablifh  and  enlarge  the 
Power  of  the  Truftees  of  the  Town  of  Richmond,  in  the  County  of  Henrico,  and  for 
other  Purpofes, 2  with  an  Amendment,  to  which  Amendment  the  Council  defxre  the  Con- 
currence of  this  Houfe. 

And  then  the  Meffenger  withdrew. 

The  Houfe  proceeded  to  take  the  faid  Amendment  into  Confideration. 

And  the  faid  Amendment  was  read  and  is  as  followeth,  viz. 

Page  2.  line  19.  after  "Perfon"  leave  out  to  "Provided,"  in  line  23,  and  infert 
"Inhabiting  within  the  faid  Town,  to  raife  or  keep  any  Swine  or  Goats  within  the  Limits 
"thereof,  and  fuffer  the  fame  to  go  at  large  therein,  and  if  any  Swine  or  Goats,  fo  raifed 
"or  kept,  fhall  be  found  going  or  running  at  large,  within  the  faid  Town,  it  fhall  and  may 
"be  lawful  to  kill  and  deftroy  the  fame." 

The  faid  Amendment,  being  read  a  fecond  Time,  was,  upon  the  Queftion  put  there- 
upon, agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Adams  do  carry  the  Bill  to  the  Council,  and  acquaint  them,  that 
this  Houfe  hath  agreed  to  the  Amendment  made  by  them. 

Mr  Richard  Henry  Lee  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  according  to  Order,  a  Bill  for  further 
continuing  the  Act,  intituled  An  Ad  for  the  better  regulating  and  difciplining  the  Militia;* 
and  the  fame  was  received  and  read  the  firft  Time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  fecond  Time. 

Mr  Henry  Lee  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  according  to  Order,  a  Bill  for  the  Eafe  and 
Relief  of  the  People,  by  paying  the  Burgeffes  in  Money  for  this  prefent  Seffton  of  Affembly; 
and  the  fame  was  received,  and  read  the  firft  Time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  fecond  Time. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Francis  Lightfoot  Lee,  Mr  Edmund  Pendleton,  and  Mr  Jofeph  Jones 
have  leave  to  be  abfent  from  the  fervice  of  this  Houfe  for  the  remainder  of  the  Seffion. 

A  bill  to  dock  the  intail  of  certain  Lands,  whereof  Lewis  Burwell,  Gentleman,  is 
feifed,  and  for  fettling  other  Lands  and  Slaves  to  the  fame  Ufes,  was  read  a  fecond 
Time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  committed  to  Mr  Edmund  Pendleton,  Mr  Whitinge,  Mr 
Digges,  Mr  Nelfon,  Mr  Treafurer,  and  Mr  Lewis  Burwell,  of  James  City. 

A  Bill  for  eftablifhing  a  better  Method  of  bringing  to  Trial  Perfons  concerned  in 
forging  or  coining  the  Money  Current  in  this  Colony,  was  read  a  fecond  Time. 

A  Motion  was  made,  and  the  Queftion  being  put,  that  the  Bill  be  engroffed. 

It  paffed  in  the  Negative. 

The  Houfe,  according  to  Order,  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
Houfe,  upon  the  Bill  to  prevent  counterfeiting  the  Paper  Money  of  other  Colonies. 

Mr  Speaker  left  the  Chair. 

Mr  Bland  took  the  Chair  of  the  Committee. 

Mr  Speaker  refumed  the  Chair. 

M' 
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[  so] 

Mr  Bland  reported  from  the  Committee,  that  they  had  gone  through  the  Bill,  and 
made  feveral  Amendments  thereunto,  which  they  had  directed  him  to  report,  when  the 
Houfe  will  pleafe  to  receive  the  fame. 

Ordered,  that  the  Report  be  now  received. 

Mr  Bland  accordingly  reported  from  the  faid  Committee,  the  Amendments  which 
the  Committee  had  made  to  the  Bill,  and  which  they  had  directed  him  to  Report  to  the 
Houfe ;  an  he  read  the  Report  in  his  Place,  and  afterwards  delivered  the  Bill,  with  the 
Amendments,  in  at  the  Clerk's  Table ;  where  the  Amendments  were  once  read  through- 
out, and  then  a  fecond  Time  one  by  one,  and,  upon  the  Queftion  feverally  put  there- 
upon, were  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  the  Bill,  with  the  Amendments,  be  engroffed. 

A  Bill  for  the  Eafe  and  Relief  of  the  People,  by  paying  the  Burgeffes  in  Money  for 
this  prefent  Seffion  of  Affembly,  was  read  a  fecond  Time. 

Ordered,  that  the  Bill  be  engroffed. 

A  Bill  for  further  continuing  the  Act,  intituled  An  Act  for  the  better  regulating  and  60 
difciplining  the  Militia,"  was  read  a  fecond  Time. 

Ordered,  that  the  Bill  be  engroffed. 

An  engroffed  Bill  for  appointing  Commiffioners  for  felling  the  Tobacco  damaged 
in  the  public  Warehoufe  for  the  Infpection  of  Tobacco  at  Aquia,  and  for  other  Purpofes 
therein  mentioned,  was  read  the  third  Time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  do  pafs;  and  that  the  Title  be,  An  Ad  for  appointing  Com- 
miffioners for  felling  the  Tobacco  damaged  in  the  public  Warehoufe  for  the  infpedion  of 
Tobacco,  at  Aquia,  and  for  other  purpofes  therein  mentioned.1 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Alexander  do  carry  the  Bill  to  the  Council,  and  defire  their  Con- 
currence. 

Mr  Edmund  Pendleton  reported  from  the  Committee,  to  whom  the  Bill  to  dock  the 
intail  of  certain  Lands,  whereof  Lewis  Burwell,  Gentleman,  is  feifed,  and  for  fettling 
other  Lands  and  Slaves  to  the  fame  Ufes  was  Committed,  that  the  Committee  had 
examined  the  Allegations  of  the  Bill,  and  found  the  fame  to  be  true,  and  that  the  Com- 
mittee had  gone  through  the  Bill,  and  made  feveral  Amendments  thereunto,  which 
they  had  directed  him  to  report  to  the  Houfe ;  and  he  read  the  Report  in  his  Place,  and 
afterwards  delivered  the  Bill,  with  the  Amendments,  in  at  the  Clerk's  Table;  where 
the  Amendments  were  once  read  throughout  and  then  a  fecond  Time,  one  by  one,  and 
upon  the  Queftion  feverally  put  thereupon,  were  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  the  Bill,  with  the  Amendments,  be  engroffed.  6i 

An  engroffed  Bill  for  making  an  Addition  to  the  Houfe  appropriated  to  the  ufe 
of  the  public  Gaoler,  was  read  the  Third  Time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  do  pafs;  and  that  the  Title  be,  An  Ad  for  making  an  Addi- 
tion to  the  Houfe  appropriated  to  the  Ufe  of  the  Public  Gaoler.* 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Nelfon,  do  carry  the  Bill  to  the  Council,  and  defire  their  Concurrence. 

An  engroffed  Bill  for  altering  the  Bounds  between  the  Parifhes  of  Dale  and  Man- 
chefter,  in  Chefterfield  County,  was  read  the  third  Time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  do  pafs;  and  that  the  Title  be,  An  Ad  for  altering  the  Bounds 
between  the  Parifhes  of  Dale  and  Manchefter,  in  Chefterfield  County.* 

Ordered  that  Mr  Cary  do  carry  the  Bill  to  the  Council,  and  defire  their  Concurrence. 

An  engroffed  Bill  to  amend  the  Act  intituled  An  Ad  for  ereding  a  Lighthoufe  on 
Cape-Henry,  was  read  the  third  Time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  do  pafs;  and  that  the  Title  be,  An  Ad  to  amend  the  Ad  in- 
tituled, An  Ad  for  ereding  a  Lighthoufe  on  Cape-Henry. s 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Harrifon  do  carry  the  Bill  to  the  Council,  and  defire  their  Con- 
currence. 

And  then  the  Houfe  adjourned  til  Tomorrow  Morning  eleven  of  the  Clock. 

Satur&a? 
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Saturday  tl)e  13H)  of  Sttarcl).  13  Geo.  lit  1773. 

MR.  Bland  reported  to  the  Houfe,  that  the  Governor  having  been  waited  on, 
purfuant  to  the  Order  of  Thurfday  laft,  to  know  his  Pleafure  when  he  would 
be  attended  by  this  Houfe,  had  been  pleafed  to  appoint  to  be  attended  upon 
Monday  next,  at  one  of  the  Clock  in  the  Afternoon,  in  the  Council  Chamber. 
Ordered,  that  Mr  King,  Mr  Richard  Henry  Lee,  Mr  Charles  Carter,  Mr  Poythrefs, 
Mr  Burnley,  Mr  Adams,  and  Mr  Stubble-field  have  leave  to  be  abfent  from  the  Service 
of  this  Houfe  for  the  remainder  of  this  Seffion. 

An  engroffed  Bill  to  dock  the  intail  of  certain  Lands,  whereof  Lewis  Burwell, 
Gentleman,  is  feifed,  and  for  fettling  other  Lands  and  Slaves  to  the  fame  Ufes,  was 
read  the  third  Time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  do  pafs;  and  that  the  Title  be,  An  Ad  to  dock  the  intail  of 
certain  Lands,  whereof  Lewis  Burwell,  Efquire,  is  feifed,  and  for  fettling  other  Lands  to 
the  fame  Ufes.1 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Edmund  Pendleton  do  carry  the  Bill  to  the  Council,  and  defire 
their  Concurrence. 

A  Meffage  from  the  Council  by  Mr  Blair: 

Mr  Speaker, 

The  Council  have  agreed  to  the  Bill,  intituled  An  AcT;  for  altering  the  Bounds  between 
the  Parifhes  of  Dale  and  Manchefter,  in  Chefterfield  County,  without  any  Amendment; 
and  alfo, 

63  The  Council  have  agreed  to  the  Bill,  intituled  An  AcT;  for  appointing  Commiffioners 
for  felling  the  Tobacco  damaged  in  the  public  Warehoufe,  for  the  InfpecTion  of  Tobacco, 
at  Aquia,  and  for  other  Purpofes  therein  mentioned,2  without  any  Amendment;  and  alfo, 

The  Council  have  agreed  to  the  Bill  intituled  An  AcT;  to  Amend  the  AcT;,  intituled  An 
AcT;  for  erecting  a  Light-houfe  on  Cape-Henry,  3  with  an  Amendment,  to  which  Amend- 
ment the  Council  defire  the  Concurrence  of  this  Houfe;  and  alfo, 

The  Council  have  agreed  to  the  Bill  intitided,  An  A<51  for  making  an  Addition  to  the 
Houfe  appropriated  to  the  ufe  of  the  public  Gaoler,  4  with  an  Amendment,  to  which 
Amendment  the  Council  defire  the  Concurrence  of  this  Houfe. 

And  then  the  Meffenger  withdrew. 

A  Petition  of  the  Veftrymen  of  the  Parifh  of  Saint  John,  in  the  County  of  King 
William,  whose  names  are  thereunto  fubfcribed,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read ; 
praying  that  leave  may  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  felling  the  present  Glebe  of  the  faid 
Parifh,  and  purchafing  another  more  convenient,  or  putting  the  Money  out  at  Infereft. 

Ordered,  that  the  Confideration  of  the  faid  Petition  be  deferred  til  the  next  Seffion 
of  General  Affembly. 

Ordered,  that  the  ftanding  Committee  of  Correfpondence  and  inquiry,  yefterday 
appointed,  have  power  to  nominate  and  employ  a  Clerk. 

64  An  engroffed  Bill,  to  prevent  Counterfeiting  the  Paper  Money  of  other  Colonies, 
was  read  the  third  Time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  do  pafs;  and  that  the  Title  be,  An  Ad  to  prevent  Counter- 
feiting the  paper  Money  of  other  Colonies. 5 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Bland  do  carry  the  Bill  to  the  Council,  and  defire  their  Concurrence. 

An  engroffed  Bill,  for  further  continuing  the  A<St  intituled,  An  Ad  for  the  better 
regulating  and  difciplining  the  Militia,b  was  read  the  third  Time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  do  pafs ;  and  that  the  Title  be,  An  A6t  for  further  continuing 
the  Ad,  intituled  An  Ad  for  the  better  regulating  and  difciplining  the  Militia. 

Ordered, 
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Ordered,that  WHarrifon  do  carry  the  Bill  to  the  Council, and  defire  theirConcurrence. 

An  engroffed  Bill,  for  the  Eafe  and  Relief  of  the  People,  by  paying  the  Burgeffes 
in  Money  for  this  prefent  Seffion  of  Affembly  was  read  the  third  Time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  do  pafs;  and  that  the  Title  be,  An  Ad  for  the  Eafe  and 
Relief  of  the  People,  by  paying  the  Burgeffes  in  Money,  for  this  prefent  Seffion  of  Affembly.1 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Henry  Lee  do  carry  the  Bill  to  the  Council,  and  defire  their  Con- 
currence. 

The  Houfe  proceeded  to  take  into  Confideration  the  Amendment  made  by  the 
Council  to  the  Bill,  intituled  An  Ad  to  amend  the  Ad,  intituled  An  Ad  for  ereding  a 
Lighthoufe  on  Cape-Henry." 

And  the  faid  Amendment  was  read  and  is  as  followeth,  viz. 

Line  i.     leave  out  "tenth"  and  infert  "twelfth"  inftead  thereof. 

The  faid  Amendment  being  read  a  second  Time,  was,  upon  the  Queftion  put  there- 
upon, agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Harrifon  do  carry  the  Bill  to  the  Council,  and  acquaint  them, 
that  the  Houfe  hath  agreed  to  the  Amendment  made  by  them. 

The  Houfe  proceeded  to  take  into  Confideration  the  Amendment  made  by  the 
Council  to  the  Bill,  intituled  An  Ad  for  making  an  Addition  to  the  Houfe  appropriated 
to  the  ufe  of  the  public  Gaoler* 

And  the  faid  Amendment  was  read,  and  is  as  followeth,  viz. 

Line  7.  leave  out  "  twenty  feet  fquare,"  and  infert  "  thirty  one  feet  in  length,  and  of 
the  height  and  width  of  the  old  Houfe"  inftead  thereof. 

The  faid  Amendment  being  read  a  fecond  Time,  was,  upon  the  Queftion  put  there- 
upon, agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Nelfon  do  carry  the  Bill  to  the  Council,  and  acquaint  them  that 
this  Houfe  hath  agreed  to  the  Amendment  made  by  them. 

Refolved,  that  the  feveral  fums  of  Money  following  be  paid  to  the  feveral  Officers 
of  the  General  Affembly,  viz. 

To  George  Wythe,  Clerk  of  the  Houfe  of  Burgeffes  £lS-  —  •  — 

To  John  Blair,  Efquire,  Clerk  of  the  General  Assembly  40.  — . — 

To  the  Reverend  Thomas  Price,  Chaplain,  20.  — . — 

To  Mr  Francis  Eppes,  Serjeant  at  Arms  40.  — . — 


20.- 


i5' 


To  Mr  Edmund  Pendleton,  junior  Clerk  of  the      } 

Committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections  J 

To  Mr  Thomas  Everard,  Clerk  of  the  Committee 

for  Courts  of  Juftice 
To  the  Door  keeper  of  the  Council  10 . 

To  Robert  Hyland  1 

To  William  Hicks  Door  keepers  to  the 

To  John  Creagh  Houfe,  10  each 

To  William  Drinkard 


Ui 


86 


40.  —  .— 


Ordered,  that  Mr  Cary  do  carry  the  Refolution  to  the  Council,  and  defire  their 
Concurrence. 

Ordered,  that  all  fuch  Claims  and  other  Matters  as  as  were  referred  from  the  laft 
to  this  Seffion  of  Affembly,  and  alfo  all  fuch  as  are  certified  to  this  Seffion,  be  referred 
to  the  Confideration  of  the  next  Seffion  of  Affembly. 

Ordered,  that  the  Call  of  the  Houfe  be  adjourned  til  Monday  next. 

A  Meffage  from  the  Council  by  Mr  Blair: 

Mr  Speaker, 

The  Council  have  agreed  to  the  Bill,  intituled  An  A(5t  to  prevent  counterfeiting  the 
paper  Money  of  other  Colonies,*  without  any  Amendment;  and  alfo, 
The 
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'    Ibid.,  VIII,  p.  65a.  3    Ibid.,  VIII,  p.  662  *    Ibid.,  VIII,  p.  651 


[33  ] 

The  Council  have  agreed  to  the  Bill,  intituled  An  Act  for  the  Eafe  and  Relief  of  the 
People,  by  paying  the  Burgeffes  in  Money,  for  this  prefent  Seffion  of  Affembly, '  without 
any  Amendment;  and  alfo, 

The  Council  have  agreed  to  the  Refolve  for  paying  the  Salaries  of  the  Officers  of  the 
General  Affembly;  and  alfo, 

The  Council  have  agreed  to  the  Bill,  intitided  An  Act  to  dock  the  intail  of  certain 
w  Lands  whereof  Lewis  Burwell,  Efquire,  is  feifed,  and  for  fettling  other  Lands  to  the 
fame  Ufes, 2  with  an  Amendment,  to  which  Amendment  the  Council  defire  the  Concurrence 
of  this  Houfe. 

And  then  the  Meffenger  withdrew. 

The  Houfe  proceeded  to  take  the  faid  Amendment  into  Confideration. 

And  the  faid  Amendment  was  read,  and  is  as  followeth,  viz. 

Line  27.  leave  out  ''given  and  devifed  in  and  by  the  laft  Will  and  Teftament  of  the 
"Honourable  Robert  Carter,  Efquire,  deceafed,  to  his  Grandfon,"  and  infert  "granted  by 
"  the  Proprietor  of  the  Northern  Neck  of  Virginia  to,"  inftead  thereof. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Edmund  Pendleton  do  carry  the  Bill  to  the  Council,  and  acquaint 
them,  that  this  Houfe  hath  agreed  to  the  Amendment  made  by  them. 

A  Petition  of  feveral  Perfons,  of  the  County  of  Accomack,  whofe  Names  are  there- 
unto fubfcribed,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read ;  fetting  forth,  that  the  Roads 
and  Navigation  to  the  new  erected  Warehoufe,  for  infpedtion  of  Tobacco,  on  Guilford 
Creek,  are  not  so  good  as  they  are  to  another  place,  called  Finleys  Point;  and  therefore 
praying,  that  an  infpedlion  may  be  eftablifhed  at  the  latter  place. 

Ordered,  that  the  Confideration  of  the  faid  Petition  be  deferred  til  the  next  Seffion 
of  General  Affembly. 

And  then  the  Houfe  adjourned  til  Monday  Morning  next  eleven  of  the  Clock. 


A 


3ttoitda?,  l\)i  I5tl)  of  yttavct),  13  Geo.  lit  1773. 

Meffage  from  the  Governor  by  Mr  Blair: 
Mr  Speaker, 

The  Governor  is  now  ready  to  receive  the  Addrefs  of  your  Houfe  in  the  Council 
Cltamber. 


Accordingly  Mr  Speaker,  with  the  Houfe,  went  up ;  and  being  returned,  he  reported, 
that  the  Houfe  had  attended  the  Governor  with  their  Addrefs,  to  which  his  Excellency 
was  pleafed  to  give  this  Anfwer. 

Mr  Speaker,  and  Gentlemen  of  the 
Houfe  of  Burgeffes, 

As  I  have  always  made  the  Laws  of  the  Country  the  rule  of  my  Conduct,  I  acted  in 
this  Affair  with  the  greateft  Caution,  and  took  the  advice  and  affiftance  of  Gentlemen,  in 
whofe  Judgement,  Candour,  and  Integrity  I  could  confide.  In  apprehending  and  bringing 
to  Juftice  the  forgers  of  your  paper  Currency,  I  little  imagined  when  I  was  endeavoring 
to  punifh  the  Guxlty,  that  my  Conduct  could  by  any  means  be  thought  to  endanger  the 
safety  of  the  Innocent.  Permit  me  to  say,  that  all  Laws,  doubtful  in  their  Conflruction, 
must  be  interpreted  by  the  Courts  of  Juftice.  If  I  have  done  amifs  the  fame  method  will 
not  be  repeated;  but  if  it  fhouldbe  determined  to  be  regular,  I  fhall  continue  to  exercife  the 
Powers  I  am  invefted  with,  whenfoever  the  exigencies  of  Government,  and  the  good  of  the 
Country  requires  fuch  exertion;  and  under  fuch  Circum fiances,  I  am  perfuaded  that  no 
one  (even  the  moft  timid)  will  be  under  the  leaft  apprehenfion,  that  this  proceeding  may  in 
future  be  drawn  into  Confequence  or  Example. 

A 
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[34] 
A  Mcffage  from  the  Council  by  Mr  Blair:  «• 

Mr  Speaker, 

The  Council  have  agreed  to  the  Bill,  intituled  An  A<Si  for  further  continuing  the  Ad, 
entituled  An  Act  for  the  better  regulating  and  defciplining  the  Militia, '  with  fome  Amend- 
ments, to  which  Amendments  the  Council  defire  the  Concurrence  of  this  Houfe. 

And  then  the  Meffenger  withdrew. 

The  Houfe  proceeded  to  take  the  faid  Amendments  into  Confideration. 

And  the  faid  Amendments  were  read,  and  are  as  followeth,  viz. 

In  the  Title  of  the  Bill,  after  "continuing,'"  infert  "and  amending." 

To  the  end  of  the  6th  line  add,  "and  amended." 

Line  9th  after  "with"  infert,  "  fo  much  of." 

Same  line,  after  "Ads,"  infert,  "as." 

To  the  end  of  the  fame  line,  add,  "  not  be  contrary  to  this  Ad." 

At  the  beginning  of  the  10th  line  infert,  "shall." 

At  the  end  of  the  Bill,  add,  "And  whereas  in  the  faid  firfi  recited  Ad,  it  is  enaded, 
that  the  Commanding  Officer,  prefiding  at  any  Court  Martial,  [hall  adminifter  the  Oath  to 
the  other  Members  of  the  Court;  but  no  Provifion  is  therein  made  or  diredion  given,  for 
{wearing  the  prefiding  Officer.  Be  it  therefore  enaded,  by  the  Authority  aforefaid,  that 
the  next  Officer  in  Command,  then  prefent,  fhall  fir  ft  adminifter  the  Oath  to  the  commanding 
Officer,  who  fhall  afterwards  adminifter  the  fame  to  the  reft  of  the  Officers  of  the  Court.  And  70 
whereas,  by  the  Ad  made  in  the  third  Year  of  his  prefent  Majefty's  Reign,  intituled  An 
Act  for  amending  and  further  continuing  the  Act,  for  the  better  regulating  and  difci- 
plining  the  Militia,  All  his  Majefty's  Juftices  of  the  Peace  within  this  Colony,  who  have 
qualified  themf elves  for  their  Offices  by  taking  the  Oaths  by  law  appointed  to  be  taken  by 
Juftices  of  Peace,  and  who  are  really  and  bona  fide  ading  Juftices  of  their  refpective  Coun- 
ties, are  to  be  free  and  exempt  from  appearing  or  muftering,  either  at  the  private  or  General 
Mufters;  which  exemptionis  found  by  experience  to  be  extremely  injurious  and  detrimental 
to  the  forming  a  regular  and  ufeful  Militia:  Be  it  therefore  enaded,  by  the  Authority  afore- 
faid, that  fo  much  of  the  last  recited  Ad  as  relates  to  the  exemption  of  the  Juftices  of  the 
Peace  from  Muftering,  be  and  the  fame  is  hereby  declared  to  be  repealed,  and  made  void." 

The  firft  and  fecond  of  the  faid  Amendments,  being  feverally  read  a  fecond  Time, 
were,  upon  the  Queftion  feverally  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

The  four  next  Amendments,  being  feverally  read  a  fecond  Time,  were,  upon  the 
Queftion  feverally  put  thereupon,  dif agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

The  fubfequent  Amendment,  being  read  a  fecond  Time; 

The  following  Amendment  was  propofed  to  be  made  thereunto: 

To  leave  out  the  Words,  "And  whereas,  by  the  Ad  made  in  the  third  Year  of  his 
prefent  Majefty's  Reign,  intituled  An  Act  for  amending  and  further  continuing  the  Act  71 
for  the  better  regulating  and  difciplining  the  Militia,  All  his  Majefty's  Juftices  of  the 
Peace  within  this  Colony,  who  have  qualified  themfelves  for  their  Offices,  by  taking  the 
Oaths  by  Law  appointed  to  be  taken  by  Justices  of  Peace,  and  who  are  really  and  bona 
fide  ading  Juftices  of  tlieir  refpedive  Counties,  are  to  be  free  and  exempt  from  appearing 
or  muftering,  either  at  the  private  or  General  Mufters;  which  exemption  is  found  by  Ex- 
perience to  be  extremely  injurious  and  detrimental  to  the  forming  a  regular  and  ufefull 
Militia :  Be  it  therefore  enaded,  by  the  Authority  aforefaid,  that  fo  much  of  the  laft  recited 
Ad,  as  relates  to  the  exemption  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  from  Muftering,  be  and  the 
fame  is  hereby  declared  to  be  repealed,  and  made  void. 

And  the  fame  was,  upon  the  Queftion  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 
Then  the  said  Amendment,  thus  amended,  was,  upon  the  Question  put  thereupon, 
agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

Ordered, 
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Ordered,  that  Mr  Bland  do  carry  the  Bill  to  the  Council,  and  acquaint  them,  that 
this  Houfe  hath  agreed  to  the  firit  and  fecond  of  the  faid  Amendments,  by  them  pro- 
pofed  to  the  faid  Bill;  that  this  Houfe  doth  difagree  to  the  third,  fourth,  fifth,  and 
fixth  of  the  faid  Amendments;  and  that  this  Houfe  doth  agree  to  the  laft  of  the  faid 
Amendments,  with  an  Amendment  to  the  faid  laft  Amendment,  to  which  Amendment 
to  the  Amendment  this  Houfe  doth  defire  the  Concurrence  of  the  Council. 
72  A  Meffage  from  the  Council  by  Mr  Blair: 

Mr  Speaker, 

The  Council  do  infift  upon  the  third,  fourth,  fifth,  and  fixth  Amendments  by  them  pro- 
pofed  to  the  Bill,  intituled  An  Act  for  further  continuing  the  Act,  intituled  An  Act  for  the 
better  regulating  and  difciplining  the  Militia,'  difagreed  to  by  the  Houfe,  and  defire  the 
Houfe  will  recede  from  their  difagreement  thereunto;  and  alfo  the  Council  do  difagree  to 
the  Amendment  propofed  by  this  Houfe  to  the  laft  Amendment  made  by  the  Council  to  the 
faid  Bill,  and  defire  this  Houfe  will  agree  to  the  fame  without  any  Amendment. 

And  then  the  Meffenger  withdrew. 

Refolved,  that  this  Houfe  doth  adhere  to  their  difagreement  to  the  third,  fourth, 
fifth,  and  fixth  Amendments  made  by  the  Council  to  the  Bill,  intituled  An  Ad  for  fur- 
ther continuing  the  Ad,  intituled  An  Ad  for  the  better  regulating  and  difciplining  the 
Militia,  and  doth  alfo  adhere  to  their  Amendment  to  the  laft  Amendment  made  by  the 
Council  to  the  faid  Bill. 

Ordered,  that  a  Meffage  be  fent  to  the  Council,  to  acquaint  them,  that  this  Houfe 
doth  adhere  to  their  difagreement  to  the  faid  third,  fourth,  fifth  and  fixth  Amendments, 
and  to  their  faid  Amendment  to  the  Amendment ;  and  that  Mr  Bland  do  carry  the  faid 
Meffage. 

Mr  Digges  reported  from  the  Committee,  appointed  to  examine  the  enrolled  Bills 
and  Refolves,  that  the  Committee  had  examined  the  enrolled  Bills  and  Refolves,  and 
7«  rectified  fuch  Mif takes  as  were  found  therein,  and  that  they  are  truly  enrolled. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Digges  do  carry  the  enrolled  Bills  and  Refolves  to  the  Council 
for  their  Infpection. 

A  Meffage  from  the  Council  by  Mr  Blair: 

Mr  Speaker, 

The  Council  have  infpeded  the  enrolled  Bills  and  Refolves,  and  are  fatiffied  they 
are  truly  enrolled. 

And  then  the  Meffenger  withdrew. 

A  Message  from  the  Governor  by  Mr  Blair: 

Mr  Speaker, 

The  Governor  commands  this  Houfe  to  attend  his  Excellency  immediately  in  the  Council 
Chamber. 

Accordingly  Mr  Speaker,  with  the  Houfe  went  up  to  attend  his  Excellency  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  where  his  Excellency  was  pleafed  to  give  his  Affent  to  the  feveral 
public  and  private  Bills  and  Refolves  following,  viz. 

An  Ad  for  the  better  fecuring  the  public  Credit  of  this  Colony? 

An  Ad  to  prevent  counterfeiting  the  Paper  Money  of  other  Colonies? 

An  Ad  to  Amend  the  Ad,  intituled  An  Ad  for  ereding  a  Lighthoufe  on  Cape  Henry* 

An  Ad  for  eftablifhing  a  Warehoufe  for  the  infpedion  of  Tobacco,  in  the  Town  of 
Manchefter? 

An  Ad  for  altering  the  Bounds  between  the  Parifhes  of  Dale  and  Manchefter,  in 
Chefterfield  County.6 
An 
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An  Ad  to  eftablifh  and  enlarge  the  Power  of  the  Truftees  of  the  Town  of  Richmond,  74 
in  the  County  of  Henrico,  and  for  other  purpofes.' 

An  Ad  for  altering  the  Court  Day  of  the  County  of  Loudoun.' 

An  Ad  for  appointing  two  new  Ferries,  and  discontinuing  a  former  Ferry? 

An  Ad  for  building  a  bridge  over  Nottoway  River,  front  the  Land  of  Samuel  Brown, 
by  Subfcription* 

An  Ad  for  appointing  Truftees  for  the  Gingafkin  Indians? 

An  Ad  for  making  an  Addition  to  the  Houfe  appropriated  to  the  ufe  of  the  public 
Gaoler.6 

An  Ad  to  dock  the  intail  of  certain  Lands,  whereof  Lewis  Burwell,  Efquire,  is  feifed, 
and  for  fettling  other  Lands  to  the  fame  Ufes.  7 

An  Ad  to  dock  the  intail  of  part  of  a  Trad  of  Land,  whereof  John  Tazewell  is  feifed, 
and  for  fettling  Slaves,  of  greater  value,  to  the  fame  Ufes. 8 

An  Ad  to  veft  certain  intailed  Lands,  whereof  Bowles  Armiftead,  Gentleman,  is  feifed, 
in  Truftees,  to  be  fold  for  payment  of  the  Debts  due  from  the  Eftate  of  his  Late  Father, 
William  Armiftead,  Efquire.') 

An  Ad  for  appointing  Commiffioners  for  felling  the  Tobacco  damaged  in  the  public 
Warehoufe  for  the  infpedion  of  Tobacco,  at  Aquia,  and  for  other  purpofes  therein  men- 
ttioned. *  ° 

An  Ad  for  the  Eafe  and  Relief  of  the  People,  by  paying  the  Burgeffes  in  Money,  for 
this  prefent  Seffion  of  Affembly  r 

A  Refolve  for  paying  a  fum  of  Money  to  Robert  Donald.  ,5 

A  Refolve  for  paying  feveral  fums  of  Money  to  Nathaniel  Hunt,  and  others. 

A  Refolve  for  paying  feveral  fums  of  Money  to  certain  Commiffioners. 

A  Refolve  for  paying  a  certain  fum  of  Money  to  John  Lightfoot. 

A  Refolve  for  paying  a  Salary  to  the  Keeper  of  the  public  Gaol. 

A  Refolve  for  paying  a  Salary  to  the  Organift. 

A  Refolve  for  paying  feveral  fums  of  Money  to  Robert  Boiling,  junior,  Efquire. 

A  Refolve  for  paying  four  hundred  and  fifty  Pounds  per  Annum  to  William  Rind, 
the  public  Printer. 

A  Refolve  for  paying  certain  expences  incurred  in  and  about  apprehending  and 
fecuring  certain  Criminals. 

A  Refolve  for  paying  the  Salaries  of  the  Officers  of  the  General  Affembly. 

After  which  his  Excellency  was  pleafed  to  make  a  Speech  to  the  Council  and  this 
Houfe,  as  followeth,  viz. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Council,  MT  Speaker,  and 
Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Burgeffes, 

As  you  have  now  gone  through  the  Buflnefs  for  which  you  were  affembled,  and  having 
nothing  farther  to  propofe  to  you  at  prefent,  it  becomes  neceffary  to  put  an  end  to  this  Seffion 
of  Affembly;  And  I  recommend  to  you  to  ufe  your  endeavours,  in  your  feveral  Counties, 
to  abolifh  that  Spirit  of  Gaming,  which  I  am  afraid  but  too  generally  prevails  among  the  7ti 
People,  and  to  fubftitute  in  its  place  a  love  of  Agriculture,  and  attention  to  their  private 
Affairs,  by  which  you  will  render  a  moft  effential  Service  to  them  and  your  Country.  I 
do  prorogue  You  to  the  third  Thurfday  in  June  next,  and  you  are  accordingly  prorogued 
to  Thurfday  the  feventeenth  of  June  next. 
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T  T  THEREAS,  the  Minds  of  his  Majefty's  faithful  Subjects  in  this  Colony  have 
I  /I  /  been  much  difturbed,  by  various  Rumours  and  Reports  of  Proceedings 
r    r  tending  to  deprive  them  of  their  ancient,  legal,  and  conftitutional  Rights ; 

and  whereas,  the  Affairs  of  this  Colony  are  frequently  connected  with  thofe 
of  Great  Britain,  as  well  as  of  the  neighboring  Colonies,  which  renders  a  Communi- 
cation of  Sentiments  neceffary:  In  Order,  therefore,  to  remove  the  Uneafmefs,  and 
to  quiet  the  Minds  of  the  People,  as  well  as  for  the  other  good  Purpofes  above  men- 
tioned, 

Be  it  refolved,  that  a  ftanding  Committee  of  Correfpondence  and  Inquiry  be  appoint- 
ed, to  confift  of  eleven  Perfons,  to  wit,  the  honourable  Peyton  Randolph,  Efquire,  Robert 
Carter  Nicholas,  Richard  Bland,  Richard  Henry  Lee,  Benjamin  Harrifon,  Edmund 
Pendleton,  Patrick  Henry,  Dudley  Digges,  Dabney  Carr,  Archibald  Cary,  and  Thomas 
Jefferfon,  Efquires,  any  fix  of  whom  to  be  a  Committee ;  whofe  Bufinefs  it  fhall  be  to 
obtain  the  moft  early  and  authentic  Intelligence  of  all  fuch  Acts  and  Refolutions  of 
the  Britifh  Parliament,  or  Proceedings  of  Adminiftration,  as  may  relate  to  or  affect 
the  Britifh  Colonies  in  America ;  and  to  keep  up  and  maintain  a  Correfpondence,  and 
Communication,  with  our  Sifter  Colonies,  refpecting  thefe  important  Confiderations ; 
and  the  Refult  of  fuch  their  Proceedings,  from  Time  to  Time  to  lay  before  this  Houfe. 

Refolved,  that  it  be  an  Inftruction  to  the  faid  Committee,  that  they  do  without 
Delay,  inform  themfelves  particularly  of  the  Principles  and  Authority  on  which  was 
conftituted  a  Court  of  Enquiry,  faid  to  have  been  lately  held  in  Rhode  Ifland,  with 
Powers  to  tranfport  Perfons  accufed  of  Offences  committed  in  America  to  Places  beyond 
the  Seas  to  be  tried. 

Refolved,  that  the  Speaker  of  this  Houfe  do  tranfmit  to  the  Speakers  of  the  different 
Affemblies  of  the  Britifh  Colonies  on  this  Continent  Copies  of  the  faid  Refolutions 
and  defire  that  they  will  lay  them  before  their  refpective  Affemblies,  and  requeft  them, 
to  appoint  fome  Perfon,  or  Perfons,  of  their  refpective  Bodies,  to  communicate  from 
Time  to  Time  with  the  faid  Committee. 
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T  a  Meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Correfpondence  and  Inquiry  at  Williamfburg 
on  Saturday,  the  13th  of  March,  1773. 

Prefent 


The  honourable  Peyton  Randolph,  Esquire, 
Robert  Carter  Nicholas,  Dudley  Digges, 

Richard  Bland,  Archibald  Cary,  Efquires. 

Benjamin  Harrifon,  Dabney  Carr 

Richard  Henry  Lee,  Thomas  Jeff  erf  on, 


) 


Refolved,  that  John  Tazewell  be  appointed  Clerk  to  this  Committee  and  he  is  to 
keep  a  fair  Record  of  the  Proceedings  thereof  from  Time  to  Time. 

Peyton  Randolph,  Robert  Carter  Nicholas  and  Dudley  Digges,  Efquires,  are  appointed 
a  felect  correfponding  Committee,  and  they  are  directed  to  requeft  of  the  Speakers  of 
the  Affemblies  for  the  Colonies  of  Rhode  Ifland,  Maffachufetts,  Connecticut  and  New 
York  a  full  Account  of  the  Principles  and  Authority,  on  which  was  conftituted  a  Court 
of  Enquiry  faid  to  have  been  lately  held  in  the  Colony  of  Rhode  Ifland,  together  with  an 
authentic  Copy  of  their  Commiffion  and  Proceedings. 

Alfo  to  procure  a  Copy  of  an  Act  of  Parliament  paffed  in  the  Prefent  Year  of  his 
Majefty's  Reign,  intituled  "An  Ad  for  the  better  preferving  his  Majefty's  Dock-Yards, 
Magazines,  Ships,  Ammunition  and  Stores,1  and  of  all  other  Acts  of  Parliament  which 
now  are  or  hereafter  may  be  paffed  relating  to  the  Affairs  of  the  Britifh  Colonies  on 
the  Continent  of  America,  and  Copies  of  the  Journals  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  from — 
to  the  Prefent  Time,  as  alfo  of  their  Proceedings  in  future  Seffions  of  Parlia- 
ment. 

The  correfponding  Members  above  mentioned  are  empowered  to  call  Meetings 
of  this  Committee  whenever  any  Emergency  may  require  their  immediate  Attention. 

Ordered  that  Copies  of  the  Act  of  Affembly  intituled  "  An  Ad  for  making  it  Felony 
to  forge  the  Paper  Currency  of  the  Other  Colonies"2  be  immediately  tranfmitted  to  the 
Speakers  of  the  feveral  Affemblies  on  the  Continent. 

3  At  a  Meeting  of  the  Select  Committee  of  Correfpondence  at  Williamfburg  on  Tuef- 

day  the  6th  of  April,  1773. 

Prefent 

The  honourable  Peyton  Randolph,   Ef quire, 
Robert  Carter  Nicholas  &  Dudley  Digges,  Efqs. 

The  Committee  came  to  a  Refolution  to  correfpond  with  Mr  John  Norton  of  London, 
merchant,  and  directed  a  Letter  to  be  prepared  requefting  him  to  send  them  a  Copy 
of  an  Art  of  Parliament  paffed  in  the  prefent  Year  of  his  Majefty's  Reign  intituled  "An 
Act  for  the  better  preferving  his  Majefty's  Dock-Yards,  Magazines,  Ships,  Ammunition 
and  Stores,"  the  Journals  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  from  the  Seffion  in  1765-6  and  all 

other 
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other  Acts  of  Parliament  and  Proceedings  of  Adminiftration  which  may  affect  this 
or  any  of  the  Colonies  of  the  Continent. 

A  Letter  to  Mr  Norton  being  accordingly  prepared,  was  prefented  to  the  Committee, 
read  and  agreed  to,  as  follows: 

Williamfburg,  Virginia,  April  6"',   1773. 

SIR: 

At  a  late  Seffion  0}  our  Affembly,  the  House  of  Burgeffes  judged  it  neceffary  to  enter 
into  feveral  Refolves,  of  which  we  take  the  Liberty  of  enclofing  you  a  Copy,  and  at  a  General 
Meeting  of  the  Committee,  they  thought  proper  to  appoint  us,  three  Members  of  their  Body 
A  select  corresponding  Committee  with  an  Injunction  that  we  fhould  take  the  earlieft  Oppor- 
tunity of  procuring  fuch  Acts  of  Parliament  and  Journals  of  the  Britifh  Houfe  of  Commons 
and  all  other  authentic  Intelligences,  which  may  anfwer  the  Expectations  and  further  the 
Views  of  the  Houfe  of  Burgeffes. 

Upon  confidering  of  a  Perfon  in  England  with  whom  we  could  correfpond  with 
Advantage,  our  Attention  was  prefently  drawn  to  you,  as  a  Gentleman  of  Integrity 
and  well  known  Attachment  to  the  Intereft  of  this  Colony.  We  therefore  defire  the 
Favor  of  you  to  procure  and  tranfmit  to  us  by  the  firft  good  Opportunity,  a  Copy  of 
an  Act  of  Parliament  paffed  in  the  prefent  Year  of  his  Majefty's  Reign,  intituled  "An 
Act  for  the  better  preferring  his  Majefty's  Dock- Yards,  Magazines,  Ships,  Ammunition 
and  Stores  "  and  of  all  other  Acts  or  Refolutions  of  Parliament  or  Proceedings  of  Adminif- 
tration lately  paffed  or  entered  into,  or  which  may  hereafter  take  Place  by  which  all  or  any 
of  the  Colonies  on  the  Continent  of  America  may  be  either  immediately  or  eventually  affected. 

The  Treafurer  fome  Years  ago,  by  Order  of  the  House  of  Burgeffes,  imported  Journals 
in  folio,  down  to  the  Seffion  of  Parliament  in  the  Year  1 765-6  inclufive,  and  as  we  are  directed 
to  have  the  Collection  made  compleat  and  continued  fo  from  Time  to  Time,  we  defire  that 
you  will  alfo  fend  us  the  whole  Journals  at  large  from  the  Period  above  mentioned.  We 
fhall  hope  to  hear  from  you  by  the  firft  Ship,  and  defire  that  your  Letters  on  thefe  Subjects 
may  be  directed  to  Peyton  Randolph,  Efq: 

We  are  Sir,  your  mo:  ob'.  Serv"., 

31obt.  Carter  3tlcl?olas. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Letter  and  a  Duplicate  thereof  be  fent  by  the  firft  Ships. 

Ordered,  that  Letters  be  prepared  to  the  Speakers  of  the  feveral  Affemblies  for  the 
Colonies  of  Maffachufetts,  Rhode  Ifland,  Connecticut  &  New  York  requefting  an  Account 
of  the  Principles  and  Authority  on  which  was  conftituted  a  Court  of  Enquiry  faid  to 
have  been  lately  held  in  Rhode  Ifland,  together  with  an  authentic  Copy  of  their  Com- 
miffion  &  Proceedings. 

A  Letter  was  accordingly  prepared  to  the  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives 
for  the  Province  of  Maffachufett's  Bay  which  being  read  and  approved  of  by  the  Com- 
mittee is  as  follows: 

Williamfburg,  Virginia,  April  6th  1773. 

SIR: 

The  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Burgeffes  of  this  Colony  having  tranfmitted  to  you  a  Copy 
of  the  Refolutions  entered  into  by  their  Houfe  at  their  laft  Seffion,  conftituting  a  Committee 
of  Correfpondence  &  Enquiry,  permit  us  to  refer  you  to  thofe  Refolutions.  That  Com- 
mittee have  appointed  us  a  Select  Corref ponding  Committee,  and  in  purfuance  of  Direction 
we  are  now  to  requeft  the  Favour  of  you  to  tranfmit  us  a  fidl  Account  of  the  Principles  and 
Authority  on  which  was  conftituted  a  Court  of  Enquiry  faid  to  have  been  lately  held  in  the 
Colony  of  Rhode  Ifland,  with  Powers  to  tranfport  Perfons  accufed  of  Offences  committed 
in  America,  to  Places  beyond  the  Seas  to  be  tried,  together  with  an  Authentic  Copy  of  their 

Commiffion  &  Proceedings. 

We 
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We  have  it  alfo  in  Command  to  tranfmit  you  a  Copy  of  an  Ad  of  our  Affembly 
made  at  their  laft  Seffion  to  prevent  counterfeiting  the  Paper  Currency  of  other  Colonies. 
This  Colony  having  of  late  Years  fuftained  the  greatest  Injury  by  having  their  paper  Cur- 
rency forged,  and  it  having  been  reprefented  to  our  General  Affembly,  that  the  principal 
Author  of  this  Mifchief  is  an  Inhabitant  of  North  Carolina,  they  judged  it  neceffary  as 
■well  to  prevent  fuch  dangerous  Practices  in  future,  as  to  fhew  their  Regard  for  other  Colonies 
to  pafs  this  Ad.  Our  Governor  will  tranfmit  Copies  of  this  Law  to  the  different  Governors 
on  the  Continent,  with  a  Requeft  that  they  would  be  pleafed  to  recommend  it  to  their  feveral 
Affemblies  to  enad  Laws  of  the  fame  Import  refpeding  Virginia,  and  we  are  to  requeft 
your  Countenance  and  Affiftance  upon  fo  important  an  Occafion.  We  have  the  Honor 
to  be  very  refpedfully, 

Sir,  your  mo:  ob'.  Servts., 

3\o.  Carter  Nicholas. 
"DuMe?  "3Dtgg.es. 

Alfo  a  Letter  of  the  fame  Import  to  the  Speaker  of  the  General  Affembly  of  the 
Colony  of  Rhode  Ifland  and  Providence  Plantations  in  New  England. 

Alfo  to  the  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut. 
Alfo  to  the  Speaker  of  the  General  Affembly  of  the  Colony  of  New  York. 
Ordered,  that  the  faid  Letters  be  fent  by  the  next  Poft. 
«  Copy  of  a  Letter  agreed  to  by  the  Committee  and  ordered  to  be  fent  To  the  Speakers 


of 


of  The  Commons  Houfe  of  Affembly  of  the  Province  of  South  Carolina. 

of  The  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  for  the  Province  of  Pennfylvania. 

of  The  Houfe  of  Delegates  of  the  Province  of  Maryland. 

of  The  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  of  the  Colony  of  North  Carolina. 

of  The  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  of  the  Government  of  the  Counties  of  New 

Caftle,  Kent  &  Suffex  upon  Delaware. 
of  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  Colony  of  New  Jerfey. 
of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  of  the  Province  of  New  H amp f hire. 


Williamfburg,  Virginia,  April  6"'  1773. 

SIR: 

This  Colony  having  of  late  Years  fuftained  the  greateft  Injury  by  having  their  Paper 
Currency  forged,  and  it  having  been  reported  to  our  General  Affembly  at  their  laft  Seffion, 
that  the  fuppofed  Principal  Author  of  this  Mifchief  is  an  Inhabitant  of  North  Carolina, 
they  judged  it  neceffary  as  well  to  prevent  fuch  dangerous  Pradices  in  future,  as  to  fhew 
their  Regard  for  the  other  Colonies,  to  pafs  an  Ad  to  prevent  counterfeiting  the  Paper  Cur- 
rency of  other  Colonies.  Our  Governor  will  tranfmit  Copies  of  this  Ad  to  the  different 
Governors  on  the  Continent  with  a  Requeft  that  they  would  be  pleafed  to  recommend  to 
their  different  Affemblies  to  enad  Laws  of  the  fame  Import  refpeding  Virginia.  We  have 
it  in  Command  to  furnifh  the  Speakers  of  the  different  Affemblies  with  the  like  Copies 
and  to  requeft  the  Favour  of  their  Countenance  and  Affiftance  in  accomplifhing  our  Wifhes 
upon  fo  important  an  Occafion.  We  therefore  take  the  Liberty  of  inclofing  you  a  Copy  of 
the  Ad.     We  have  the  Honor  to  be  very  refpedfully, 

Sir,  your  mo:  ob'.  Serv'1., 

"Peyton  3\an&ol|>l). 

Robert  Carter  Nicholas. 

~2>uMe?~3Dlgges. 
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5tcw  Vork. 


New  York,  April1  14,  1773. 


SIR: 

Your  Letter  of  the  19""  Ins'.,  to  the  Speaker  of  the  General  Affembly  of  this  Colony,  I 
this  Day  had  the  Pleafure  to  receive,  together  with  a  Copy  of  the  Refolves  entered  into  by 
the  honbi'  the  Houfe  of  Representatives  of  the  Burgeffes  of  the  Colony  of  Virginia;  both 
which  fhall  be  laid  before  our  Affembly  as  foon  as  they  are  convened.  Which  do  not  imagine 
will  be  before  the  latter  End  of  this  or  the  Beginning  of  next  Year,  unlefs  they  fhould  be 
called  upon  fome  extraordinary  Occafion. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  with  Regard 

Sir,  yr  most  obed'  humb.  Serv'., 

3ol)n  (Trugcr. 

To  the  honb1'  Peyton  Randolph,  Efq.  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Burgeffes  of  the  Colony 
of  Virginia. 

New  York,  April1  24,  1773. 
GENT: 

I  had  the  Honour  of  your  Letter  of  the  6"'  Ins'  acquainting  me  that  the  Committee 
of  Correfpondence  had  appointed  you  a  Seled  Corref ponding  Committee,  and  that  in  Pur- 
fuance  of  their  Direction  you  requeft  the  Favour  of  me  to  tranfmit  you  a  full  Account  of 
the  Principles  and  Authority  on  which  was  conftituted  the  Court  of  Enquiry  faid  to  have 
been  lately  held  in  the  Colony  of  Rhode  Ifland,  with  Power  to  tranfport  Perfons  accufed 
of  Offences  committed  in  America,  to  places  beyond  Sea  to  be  tried,  together  with  an  authentic 
Copy  of  their  Commiffion  and  Proceedings.  As  I  have  received  no  Information  of  the 
Nature  and  Purport  of  the  Commiffion,  nor  any  Account  of  the  Proceedings  had  thereon, 
but  fuch  as  has  been  communicated  through  the  Channel  of  News-papers,  it  is  not  in  my 
Power  to  give  you  an  authentic  Copy  of  either.  We  have  no  Committee  of  Correfpondence 
of  the  fame  kind  with  yours  appointed,  but  as  foon  as  our  Affembly  meets  fhall  lay  your 
Letter  before  them. 

I  herewith  tranfmit  you  a  Law  of  this  Colony  which  I  imagine  will  anfwer  the  good 
purpofes  intended  by  that  paffed  by  your  Affembly  their  last  Seffion,  I  have  the  honor  to 
be  with  Regard,  Gent,  your  mo:  ob'.  S'., 

3ol)n  <trug,cr. 

To  Peyton  Randolph,  Ro.  C.  Nicholas  &  Dudley  Digges,  Efquires. 

Copy  of  the  Adt  inclofed.2 

Chap.  CCCLXXVI. 

An  Ad  to  make  it  Felony  without  Benefit  of  Clergy,  to  counterfeit  the  Bills  of  Credit 
of  any  of  his  Majefty's  Colonies,  which  pafs  in  Paiment  in  the  Colony  of  New  York. — 
paffed  3d  July,  1766. 

Whereas,  many  evil  difpofed  and  wicked  Perfons  have  lately  counterfeited  and 
circulated  in  this  Colony  large  Parcels  of  Bills,  in  Imitation  of  the  true  Bills  of  Credit 
struck, 

'     Miffing.  a    Committee  of  Correfpondence  Papers,  1773. 


[48] 

ftruck,  emitted  and  iffued  in  the  Colony  of  New-Jerfey;  and  have  paffed  the  fame  as 
good  and  true  Bills  of  Credit,  to  the  great  Hurt  and  Damage  of  his  Majefty's  Subjects 
of  this  Colony  for  prevention  whereof  and  of  other  like  Mif chiefs  for  the  future. 

i.  Be  it  enacted  by  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  the  Council  and  the  General 
Affembly,  and  it  is  hereby  enadted  by  the  Authority  of  the  fame,  that  if  any  Perfon 
or  Perfons  fhall  hereafter  counterfeit  any  true  Bill  or  Bills  of  Credit  now  or  which  fhall 
hereafter  be  ftruck,  emitted  and  iffued  in  the  faid  Colony  of  New-Jerfey;  or  the  Bill 
or  Bills  of  Credit  now  or  hereafter  to  be  ftruck,  emitted  &  iffued  in  any  other  of  his 
Majefty's  Colonies;  or  fhall  alter  any  the  faid  Bills  of  Credit,  fo  that  they  fhall  appear 
to  be  of  greater  Value  than  the  fame,  by  the  law  of  fuch  refpedtive  Colony  are,  fhall,  or 
may  be  intended  to  paf s  for ;  or  fhall  pafs  or  give  in  Payment,  any  fuch  Counterfeit  or 
altered  Bill  as  aforefaid,  knowing  the  fame  to  be  counterfeit  or  altered,  every  Perfon 
who  fhall  fo  counterfeit  or  alter  any  the  faid  Bills  of  Credit,  or  knowingly  pafs  or  give 
in  Payment  any  fuch  counterfeit  or  altered  Bill  as  aforefaid,  fhall  be  guilty  of  Felony, 
and  being  thereof  convidted,  fhall  fuffer  the  Pains  of  Death,  as  in  Cafes  of  Felony, 
without  the  Benefit  of  Clergy :  Any  Law  Uf age  or  Cuf torn  to  the  Contrary  hereof  in 
any  wife  notwithftanding. 

31l)o&*  "3stan6. 

New  Port, '  May  15"'  1773. 

SIR: 

I  had  tlie  Pleafure  of  receiving  your  Favour  of  the  19"'  of  March  with  the  Refolves  of 
the  Houfe  of  Burgeffes  of  Virginia ;  which  with  the  Letter  from  your  Committee  of  Corre- 
spondence I  laid  before  the  Houfe  of  Deputies  of  this  Colony  at  their  Meeting  the  laft  Week. 

The  Houfe  thoroughly  convinced  that  a  firm  Union  of  the  Colonies  is  abfolutely  necef- 
fary  for  the  Prefervation  of  their  ancient,  legal  and  conftitutional  Rights,  and  that  the  Meaf- 
ures  propofed  by  your  Houfe  of  Burgesses  will  greatly  promote  fo  defirable  an  End,  came, 
Nemine  contradicente,  into  the  Refolutions  of  which  I  have  the  honor  now  to  enclofe  you  a 

Copy. 

I  am  defired  to  inform  you  that  the  Committee  apointed  by  our  Houfe  of  Deputies, 
will,  as  foon  as  poffible,  tranfmit  to  the  Committee  of  Correfpondence  of  Virginia,  the  beft 
Accounts  they  fhall  be  able  to  obtain,  refpecting  the  Court  of  Inquiry  lately  held  in  this 

Colony. 

I  am  with  great  Refpect,  y'  mo:  ob'  S1 

3ttetcalf  bowler. 

Refolves  inclofed.2 

May  7"'  1773.     In  the  Houfe  of  Deputies. 

Refolved,  that  a  ftanding  Committee  of  Correfpondence  and  Inquiry  be  appointed 
to  confift  of  feven  Perfons,  to  wit  the  honorable  Stephen  Hopkins,  Ef quire,  Metcalf  Bowler, 
Moses  Brown,  John  Cole,  William  Bradford,  Henry  Ward,  and  Henry  Merchant  Efqr\ 
any  four  of  whom  to  be  a  Committe  whofe  Bufinefs  it  fhall  be  to  obtain  the  moft  early 
and  authentick  Intelligence  of  all  fuch  Adts  and  Refolutions  of  the  Britifh  Parliament 
or  Proceedings  of  Adminiftration  as  may  relate  to  or  affedt  the  Britifh  Colonies  in 
America,  and  to  keep  up  and  maintain  a  Correfpondence  and  Communication  with  our 
Sifter  Colonies  refpedting  thefe  important  Confiderations  and  the  Refult  of  fuch  their 
Proceedings  from  time  to  Time  to  lay  before  this  Houfe. 

Voted  Pr  Ordr     J.  LYNDON,  Cler. 
The  above  written  is  a  true  Copy  of  a  Vote  of  the  Houfe  of  Deputies  of  Lower 
Houfe  of  Affembly  of  the  Colony  of  Rhode  Island. 

tefte  JOSIAS  LYNDON,  Cler. 

May  7"'  1773.     In  the  Houfe  of  Deputies.  3 

Whereas,  this  Houfe  hath  appointed  a  Committee  of  Correfpondence  with  Com- 
mittees of  the  other  Colonies  in  North  America  refpecting  the  Rights  and  Privileges  of 

the 
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the  Colonies  &c.  It  is  therefore  refolved  by  this  Houfe,  that  his  honor  the  Governor  be 
requested  to  deliver  the  faid  Committees  a  Copy  of  his  Commiffion,  as  one  of  the 
Judges  of  the  Court  of  Enquiry  conftituted  from  Home  and  faid  to  be  held  in  this 
Colony,  and  of  all  fuch  other  papers  as  were  laid  before  the  faid  Court  as  may  be 
coniiftent  with  his  honor  as  Governor  of  this  Colony. 

Voted  pr  Ordr    J.  LYNDON,  Cler. 
A  true  Copy  of  a  Vote  of  the  Houfe  of  Deputies  or  lower  Houfe  of  Affembly 
of  the  Colony  of  Rhode-Island. 

tefte     JOSIAS  LYNDON,  Cler. 

May  7'*  1773.     In  the  Houfe  of  Deputies. ' 

Refolved,  that  the  Speaker  of  this  Houfe  be  requefted  to  write  to  the  Speaker  of  the 
Houfe  of  Burgeffes  in  Virginia,  and  to  all  other  Speakers  of  Affemblies  in  North 
America,  informing  them  of  the  Proceedings  of  this  Houfe  relating  to  the  Prefervation 
of  the  Rights  of  the  Colonies. 

Voted  Pr  Order     J.  LYNDON,  Cler. 
The  above  written  is  a  true  Copy  of  the  Vote  of  the  Houfe  of  Deputies  or 
lower  Houfe  of  Affembly  of  the  Colony  of  Rhode  Island. 

tefte    JOSIAS  LYNDON,  Cler. 

5lew  "3fantf>sl)lre. 

Portfmouth,  New  Hampfhire, '  27  May,  1773. 
SIR: 

Meffrs  Randolph,  Nicholas  and  Digges  agreable  favour  of  the  6th  April,  1773,  with  a 
Copy  of  an  Ad  against  forging  your  Paper  Currency,  and  a  Letter  dated  Mar.  19""  1773, 
unsigned  indofing  the  Refolves  of  the  honorable  Houfe  of  Burgeffes  of  Virginia,  /  had  the 
honor  to  receive. 

And  on  the  fir  ft  meeting  of  our  Affembly  I  took  the  earlieft  Opportunity  to  lay  thofe 
inter efting  Papers  before  them;  whofe  unanimous  direction  I  have  to  prefent  their  Thanks 
to,  and  affure  your  honorable  Houfe,  that  in  every  conftitutional  Plan  for  fecuring  the  Rights 
of  Britifh  America,  and  removing  the  Prefent  Infringements  thereon,  our  Sifter  Colonies 
may  rely  we  fincerely  join  —  having  no  wifh  for  our f elves  of  an  exclufive  Nature  in  thofe 
Matters,  ever  looking  on  the  whole,  as  embarked  in  the  fame  common  Bottom,  and  fo  repre- 
fented  it  in  an  Addrefs  to  Lord  Dartmouth,  at  our  first  meeting  after  his  appointment  for 
American  Affairs. 

The  Houfe  have  appointed  a  Committee  for  the  propofed  Purpofe  of  Communication ; 
and  flatter  ourfelves  that  fome  mean  may  yet  be  hit  on,  for  reftoring  the  mutual  Confidence 
once  fubfifting  between  Great  Britain  &  the  American  Provinces.  The  Ad  propofed  to 
prevent  counterfeiting  the  Paper  Money  of  the  Colonies  of  Britifh  America,  the  Houfe  of 
Affembly  determine  to  take  into  Confideration  and  wifh,  and  wifh  fuch  Laivs  may  be  enaded 
as  will  effedually  prevent  fuch  pernicious  Practices  in  future.     I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Your  moft  Humble  Servant, 

~3.  Wentwortl). 

Refolve  inclofed.1 
Province  of  New  Hampshire. 

In  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  May  27.  1773. 
Refolved  and  voted,  that  a  ftanding  Committee  of  Correfpondence  and  Inquiry  be 
appointed  to  confift  of  feven  Perfons  viz:  the  honorable  John  Wentworth,  Efq. ;  John 
Sherburne,  William  Parker,  John  Giddinge,  Jacob  Sheaf e,  Chriftopher  Toppan  and  John 
Pickering,  Efquires,  any  four  of  whom  to  be  a  Committee,  whofe  Bufinefs  it  fhall  be  to 
obtain  the  moft  early  and  authentick  Intelligence  of  all  fuch  Acts  and  Refolutions  of 
the  Britifh  Parliament,  or  Proceedings  of  Adminiftration,  as  may  relate  to  or  affedl  the 

Britifh 
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Britifh  Colonies  in  America;  and  to  keep  up  and  maintain  a  Correfpondence  and  Com- 
munication with  our  Sifter  Colonies,  refpedting  thefe  important  Confiderations ;  and 
the  Refult  of  fuch  their  Proceedings  from  Time  to  Time  to  lay  before  this  Houfe. 

Extracted  from  the  Journals  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  of  the  Province  of 

New  Hampfhire. 

atteft:  WILLIAM  PARKER.     Cler. 

3Rassacl)usetts  3Ja?. 

Province  of  Maffachufetts  Bay1  June  3d.,  1773. 

SIR: 

The  very  judicious  and  important  Refolves  entered  into  by  the  Houfe  of  Burgeffes  of 
his  Majefty's  moft  ancient  Colony  of  Virginia  on  the  12"*  Mar:  last,  together  with  your 
obliging  Letter  inclofing  the  fame,  have  been  laid  before  the  houfe  of  Reprefentatives  of  this 
Province. 

The  Wifdom  of  the  Meafures  propofed  in  thofe  Refolves,  and  the  great  and  good  Effects 
that  may  reafonably  be  expected  to  flow  from  them,  not  only  to  the  Colonies  but  the  Parent 
State,  were  fo  obvious,  that  the  Houfe  immediately  adopted  them;  and  appointed  a  Com- 
mittee to  keep  up  and  maintain  a  free  Communication  with  Virginia  and  the  Reft  of  the 
Sifter  Colonies. 

That  there  has  been  long  a  settled  Plan  to  fubvert  the  Political  Confutations  of  thefe 
Colonies  and  to  introduce  arbitrary  Power,  cannot  in  the  opinion  of  this  Houfe  admit  of 
Doubt. 

Thofe  who  have  aimed  to  enflave  us,  like  a  Band  of  brothers,  have  ever  been  united  in 
their  Councils  and  their  Conduct.  To  this  they  owe  their  Succefs.  Are  they  not  in  this 
Regard  worthy   Imitation?     Here  it  is  praife  worthy  to  be  inftructed  even  by  an  Enemy. 

The  Object  which  the  Conspirators  againft  our  Rights  feem  of  late  to  have  had  much  in 
View,  has  been  either  to  lull  the  Colonies  into  a  State  of  Profound  Sleep  and  Security,  which 
is  forever  the  Forerunner  of  Slavery;  or  to  foment  Divifions  among  them.  How  neceffary 
then,  how  important  is  it  to  counteract  and  defeat  them  in  this  fatal  Defignf  To  awaken 
and  fix  the  Attention  of  all  to  the  Common  Danger  —  to  open  &  maintain  an  uninterrupted 
Intercourfe  among  the  Colonies,  that  all  may  be  fully  apprifed  of  the  true  State  and  Cir- 
cumftances  of  each,  and  that  the  Councils  of  the  whole  may  be  united  in  some  effectual  Meaf- 
ures for  reftoring  the  Publik  Liberty. 

That  this  may  be  the  happy  Effect  of  the  truly  laudable  and  generous  Defign  of  the 
Houfe  of  Burgeffes  of  Virginia  is  the  moft  ardent  Wifh,  and  it  fhall  be  the  Object  of  the  Atten- 
tion of  this  Houfe. 

In  the  Name  and  by  the  Order  of  the  Houfe  I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  ftrict  truth  and 

Regard,  Sir, 

your  moft  obedient  humble  Servant, 

obomas  Cussing. 

Speaker. 

Refolves  inclofed. 2 
Province  of  Maffachufetts  Bay. 

In  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  May  27.  1773. 

Whereas,  the  Speaker  hath  communicated  to  this  Houfe  a  Letter  from  the  truly 
refpectable  Houfe  of  Burgeffes  in  his  Majefty's  Ancient  Colony  of  Virginia,  inclofing  a 
Copy  of  the  Refolves  entered  into  by  them  on  the  12  th  of  March  laft,  and  requefting 
that  a  Committee  of  this  Houfe  may  be  appointed  to  communicate  from  Time  to  Time, 
with  a  correfponding  Committee  then  appointed  by  the  faid  Houfe  of  Burgeffes  in  Vir- 
ginia. 

And  whereas,  this  Houfe  is  fully  fenfible  of  the  Neceffity  and  Importance  of  an 
Union  of  the  feveral  Colonies  in  America,  at  a  Time  when  it  clearly  appears  that  the 

Rights 
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Rights  and  Liberties  of  all  are  fyftematically  invaded ;  in  Order  that  the  joint  Wifdom 
of  the  whole  may  be  emploied  in  confulting  their  common  Safety. 

Refolved,  that  this  Houfe  have  a  very  grateful  Senfe  of  the  Obligations  they  are 
under  to  the  Houfe  of  Burgeffes  in  Virginia,  for  the  Vigilance,  firmnefs  and  Wifdom 
which  they  have  difcovered  at  all  Times  in  Support  of  the  Rights  and  Liberties  of  the 
American  Colonies;  and  do  heartily  concur  with  them  in  their  faid  judicious  and  fpirited 
Refolves. 

Refolved,  that  a.  itandmg  Committee  of  Correspondence  and  Enquiry  be  appointed  to 
confif t  of  fifteen  Members,  any  eight  of  whom  to  be  a  quorum ;  whofe  Bulinefs  it  fhall 
be,  to  obtain  the  moft  early  and  authentic  Intelligence  of  all  fuch  Acts  and  Refolutions 
of  the  Britifh  Parliament,  or  proceedings  of  Adminiftration,  as  may  relate  to,  or  affect 
the  Britifh  Colonies  in  America;  and  to  keep  up  and  maintain  a  Correfpondence  and 
Communication  with  our  Sifter  Colonies  refpecting  thefe  important  Coniiderations ; 
and  the  Refult  of  fuch  their  Proceedings  from  Time  to  Time  to  lay  before  the  Houfe. 

Refolved,  that  it  be  an  Inftruction  to  the  faid  Committee,  that  they  do,  without 
Delay,  inform  themfelves  particularly  of  the  Principles  and  Authority  on  which  was 
conftituted  a  Court  of  Enquiry,  held  in  Rhode  Island,  faid  to  be  vefted  with  Powers  to 
tranf port  Perfons  accufed  of  Offences  committed  in  America,  to  Places  beyond  the^Seas. 

Refolved,  that  the  faid  Committee  be  further  inftructed  to  prepare  and  Report  to 
this  Houfe  a  Draught  of  a  very  refpectable  Anfwer  to  the  Letters  received  from  the 
Speaker  of  the  honorable  Houfe  of  Burgeffes  of  Virginia,  and  the  Speaker  of  the  honor- 
able Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  of  the  Colony  of  Rhode  Island:  alfo  a  circular  Letter  to 
the  Speakers  of  the  feveral  other  Houfes  of  Affembly  on  the  Continent,  inclofing  the 
aforefaid  Refolves ;  and  requefting  them  to  lay  the  fame  before  their  refpective  Affem- 
blies,  in  Confidence  that  they  will  readily  and  chearfully  comply  with  the  wife  and 
falutary  Refolves  of  the  Houfe  of  Burgeffes  of  Virginia. 

Then  the  Houfe  immediately  made  Choice  of  the  following  Gentlemen  to  be  the 
Committee  of  Correfpondence  &  Communication  with  the  other  Colonies,  viz: 

Mr  Speaker,  Mr  Samuel  Adams,  honble  John  Hancock,  Efq:  Mr  William  Phillips, 
Captain  William  Heath,  honble  Jofeph  Hawley,  Efq;  honble  James  Warren,  Efq;  Richard 
Derby,  Junr  Efq ;  Mr  Eldridge  Gerry,  Jerethmeel  Bowers,  Efqr  Jedediah  Fofter,  Efq ;  Dan- 
iel Leonard,  Efq ;  Capt.  Thomas  Gardner,  Capt.  Jonatlmn  Greenleaf,  and  James  Prefcott 

Efqr 

A  true  Copy. 

Atteft.     SAMUEL  ADAMS,  Cler. 

(Beorgla. 

Savannah,',  in  Georgia  5""  June,  1773. 
SIR: 

I  had  the  honor  of  yours  of  the  19"*  March,  enclofing  a  Copy  of  the  Refolves  entered  into 
by  the  Houfe  of  Burgeffes  of  Virginia,  upon  so  interefting  a  Subject  as  that  of  an  Attempt  to 
deprive  his  Majefty's  faithful  Subjects  in  America  of  their  ancient  and  conftitutional  Rights, 
by  tranfporting  Perfons  accufed  of  Offences,  beyond  the  Seas,  to  be  tried;  thereby  depriving 
us  of  that  invaluable  Bleffing  of  determining  the  fame  by  the  Oaths  of  honeft  and  lawful  men 
of  our  own  Vicinage. 

I  am  alfo  favoured  with  yours  Mr  Nicholas  &  M1  Digges  joint  letter  of  the  6th  of  April, 
inclofing  the  Copy  of  an  Ad  of  your  Colony  to  prevent  the  Counterfeiting  the  paper  Money 
of  other  Colonies,  a  Practice  hitherto  carried  on  with  great  Succefs,  but  highly  injurious, 
and  calls  aloud  for  the  Interposition  of  the  Legiflature;  both  which  Matters  I  fhall  take  care 
to  lay  before  our  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  and  am  hopeful  they  will  join  in  thefe  and  every 
other  Measure,  that  may  tend  to  the  Benefit  &  advantage  of  America. 

/  have  the  honor  to  be  refpedfully 

Sir,  yr  mo:  ob'  S' 

Wlllm.  Voting. 

Peyton  Randolph,  Efq. 
Connecticut 
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(Connecticut. 

Fairfield,  in  Connecticut'  24  June  1773.       , 

SIR: 

I  have  in  command  from  the  Houfe  of  the  Representatives  of  this  Colony  to  acknowledge 
the  Receipt  of  your  fav'  of  the  19th  March  laft,  together  with  the  Resolutions  of  the  patriotic 
Houfe  of  Burgeffes  of  the  Colony  of  Virginia,  which  came  to  my  hand  in  May  laft,  when 
the  Affembly  of  this  Colony  was  fitting,  which,  without  Delay  I  communicated  to  the  Houfe 
of  Reprefentatives  of  this  Colony  and  received  their  Commands  to  tranfmit  to  yon,  the  Refo- 
lutions  they  came  into  thereupon,  and  requeft  you  as  early  as  may  be,  to  lay  them  before  tliat 
honorable  houfe,  by  which  they  will  fee  how  readily  they  approved  of  chearfully  adopted  the 
Meafures  propofed  to  them,  and  have  appointed  a  Committee  of  Correfpondence  as  requefted, 
to  and  by  whom  matters  relative  to  the  general  Intereft  of  the  Colonies  may  be  communicated. 

They  have  expreffed  themfelves  fo  fully  in  the  Matters,  as  leave  me  no  Room  to  add 
any  Thing  but 

that  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  Truth 

Sir,  your  mo:  ob'  humble  Serv' 

TEbeneeer  Silliman. 

To  the  honorable  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Burgeffes  in  Virginia. 

Refolves  inclofed. 2 . 
In  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut. 

Friday,  the  21st  May  13  Geo.  3d,  1773. 

Mr  Speaker  having  laid  before  the  Houfe,  a  Letter  from  the  Speaker  of,  and  certain 
Refolutions  entered  into  by  the  Houfe  of  Burgeffes  of  the  Colon}'  of  Virginia,  on  the 
12  th  of  March  laft,  Viz: 

Whereas,  the  Minds  of  his  Majefty's  faithful  Subjects  in  this  Colony,  have  been 
much  difturbed  by  various  Rumors  and  Reports  of  Proceedings,  tending  to  deprive 
them  of  their  ancient  legal  and  conftitutional  Rights. 

And  whereas,  the  Affairs  of  this  Colony  are  frequently  connected  with  thofe  of 
Great  Britain,  as  well  as  of  the  neighboring  Colonies  which  renders  a  Communication 
of  Sentiments  neceffary.  In  order  therefore  to  remove  the  Uneafinefs  and  quiet  the 
Minds  of  the  People,  as  well  as  for  the  other  good  Purpofes  above  mentioned : 

Be  it  Refolved,  that  a  ftanding  Committee  of  Correfpondence  and  Inquiry  be 
appointed  to  confift  of  eleven  Perfons  to  wit,  the  honorable  Peyton  Randolph,  Efquire, 
Robert  Carter  Nicholas,  Richard  Bland,  Richard  Henry  Lee,  Benjamin  Harrifon,  Edmund 
Pendleton,  Patrick  Henry,  Dudley  Digges,  Dabney  Carr,  Archibald  Cary  and  Thomas 
Jeff  erf  on,  ef  quires,  any  fix  of  whom  to  be  a  Committee,  whofe  Bufinefs  it  fhall  be  to 
obtain  the  moft  early  and  authentic  Intelligence,  of  all  fuch  Acts  and  Refolutions  of 
the  Britifh  Parliament  or  Proceedings  of  Adminiftration,  as  may  relate  to  or  affect 
the  Britifh  Colonies  in  America,  and  to  keep  up  and  maintain  a  Correfpondence  and 
Communication  with  our  Sifter  Colonies,  refpecting  thefe  important  Confiderations,  & 
the  Refult  of  fuch  their  Proceedings  from  Time  to  Time  to  lay  before  this  Houfe. 

Refolved,  that  it  be  an  Inf  traction  to  the  faid  Committee  that  they  do,  without 
Delay,  inform  themfelves  particularly  of  the  principles  and  Authority,  on  which  was 
conftituted  a  Court  of  Inquiry,  faid  to  have  been  lately  held  in  Rhode  Ifland,  with 
Powers  to  tranfport  Perfons  accufed  of  Offences  committed  in  America  to  Places  beyond 
the  Seas  to  be  tried. 

And  further  refolving,  that  the  Speaker  of  the  faid  Houfe  of  Burgeffes,  do  tranfmit 
to  the  Speakers  of  the  different  Affemblies  of  the  Britifh  Colonies  on  this  Continent, 
Copies  of  the  faid  Refolutions  and  defire  that  they  will  lay  them  before  their  refpective 
Affemblies,  and  requeft  them  to  appoint  fome  Perfon  or  Perfons  of  their  refpective 
Bodies  to  communicate  from  time  to  time  with  their  faid  Committee. 
This 
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This  Hou£e  taking  into  Confideration  the  Contents  of  the  faid  Letter,  the  aforefaid 
l2  Refolutions  and  the  Reafons  on  which  they  are  founded,  are  of  the  opinion  that  they 
are  weighty  &  important  in  their  Nature  and  Defign,  calculating  and  tending  to  produce 
happy  and  falutary  Effects,  in  fecuring  and  fupporting  the  ancient  legal  conftitutional 
Rights  of  this  and  the  Colonies  in  general,  do  therefore  approve  of  and  adopt  the 
Meafure. 

And  thereupon  refolved,  that  a  ftanding  Committee  of  Correfpondence  and  Inquiry 
be  appointed  to  confift  of  nine  Persons,  to  wit,  the  honorable  EbenezerSilliman,~Eiq., 
William  Williams,  Benjamin  Payne,  Samuel  Holden  Parfons,  Nathaniel  Waylcs,  Silas 
Deane,  Samuel  Bifhop,  Jofeph  Trumbull,  and  Eraftus  Wolcott,  Efquires,  whofe  Bufinefs 
it  fhall  be  to  obtain  all  fuch  Intelligence  and  to  keep  up  and  maintain  a  Correfpondence 
and  Communication  with  our  Sifter  Colonies  refpedting  the  important  Confiderations 
mentioned  &  expreffed  in  the  aforefaid  Refolutions  of  the  patriotic  Houfe  of  Burgeffes 
of  the  Colony  of  Virginia,  and  the  Refult  of  fuch  their  Proceedings  from  Time  to  Time 
to   lay   before   this   Houfe. 

Refolved,  that  the  Speaker  of  this  houfe  do  tranfmit  to  the  Speakers  of  the  different 
Affemblies  of  the  Britifh  Colonies  of  this  Continent,  Copies  of  thefe  Refolutions,  and 
requeft  that  they  will  come  into  fimilar  Meafures,  and  communicate  from  Time  to  Time 
with  faid  Committee,  on  all  Matters  wherein  the  Common  Welfare  and  Safety  of  the 
Colonies  are  concerned. 

The  foregoing  Refolutions  being  feverally  read  a  third  Time,  were  on  the  Queftion 
put,  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

A  true  Copy  extracted  from  the  Journals. 

Atteft.  W*".  WILLIAMS,  Cler.  D.  R. 


3obn  3tortoii. 

is  The  honb'"  Peyton  Randolph,  ] 

Rob'  Carter  Nicholas  &  \  London1  6"'   July,  1773. 

Dudley  Digges,  Efquires.  ) 

GENTLEMEN, 

I  have  within  thefe  few  Days  been  honoured  with  your 
Letter  of  the  6"'  April,  and  think  myfelf  under  great  Obligations  to  you  for  the  Confidence 
you  are  pleafed  to  repofe  in  me,  by  thinking  me  a  Proper  Perfon  to  correfpond  with  on  the 
Subjed  Matter  recited  in  your  Letter. 

In  Confequence  thereof  I  have  procured  and  fent  you,  under  Favor  of  my  worthy  friend 
Mr  Benjamin  Harrifon,  the  Ad  of  Parliament  for  preferving  his  Majefty's  Dock  Yards, 
Magazines,  Ships  and  fo  forth;  and  alfo  the  Journals  of  the  houfe  of  Commons  from  the 
Period  of  Time  you  mention  as  far  as  can  at  prefent  be  had,  which  fhall  be  continued,  and 
you  may  be  affured  I  will  be  diligent  in  my  Enquiries  after  all  other  Ads  or  Refolutions  of 
Parliament  or  Proceedings  of  Adminiftration  lately  paffed  or  entered  into,  or  which  may 
hereafter  take  place,  and  that  may  in  any  Degree  affed  any  of  the  Colonies  of  America,  and 
like  a  faithful  Watchman  acquaint  you  therewith.  Our  Prefent  Parliament  who  are  juft 
prorogued  have  made  fuch  Strides  towards  Defpotifm  for  fometime  paft,  with  refped  to 
the  Eaft  India  Company  as  well  as  America,  that  we  have  too  much  Reafon  to  dread  bad 
Confequences  from  fuch  Proceedings.  Some  of  my  Friends  in  the  India  Diredion  tell  me 
that  they  have  Thoughts  of  fending  a  Quantity  of  Tea  to  Bofton,  New  York,  Philadelphia, 
Virginia  &  South  Carolina,  which  Government  feems  to  approve,  but  they  fufped  their 
Motives  are  to  make  a  Cat's  Paw  of  the  Company,  and  force  them  to  eftablifh  the  3d.  pr.  C. 
American  Duty.  I  advifed  the  Gentlemen  not  to  think  of  fending  their  Tea  till  Government 
took  off  the  Duty,  as  they  might  be  well  affured  it  would  not  be  received  on  any  other  Terms, 

what 
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what  their  Refolutions,  will  be,  time  only  will  difcover.    When  anything  offers  worthy  your  u 
Notice,  I  fhall  take  the  Liberty  of  advifing  you  again,  at  prefent 
remain,  with  great  Refpect 

Gentlemen 

Your  very  obedient  Serv'. 

3ot)n  Norton. 

South   Carolina. 

Charles  Town,1  So.  Carolina,  July,  g'h  1773. 
SIR: 

When  I  liad  the  honor-ef  receiving  your  Letter  of  the  19""  March  laft,  the  Commons 
Houfe  of  Affembly  of  this  Province  was  under  an  Adjournment  to  the  6th  Inf.  As  foon 
as  a  Houfe  was  formed,  which  was  not  till  Yefterday,  I  laid  your  Letter  before  them;  as  a 
Prorogation  was  expected,  which  accordingly  took  Effect  at  Noon,  the  Houfe  loft  not  a 
Moment's  Time,  but  inftantly  Proceeded  to  the  Confidcration  of  your  Refolutions  which 
you  inclofed  me;  and  unanimoufly  approving  them,  appointed  a  Committee  to  correfpond 
with  yours,  agreeable  to  your  Recommendation,  being  defirous  to  fhew  their  Readinefs  to 
cooperate  with  your  Houfe  in  a  Meafure  dictated  by  fuch  wife  Councils,  and  directed  to 
fuch  laudable  Ends.  A  Copy  of  their  Refolutions  I  now  inclofe  you,  by  which  you  will 
fee  Sir,  the  Pleafing  Tafk  that  is  affigned  me,  of  conveying  to  you,  and  the  Reft  of  the  Mem- 
bers of  the  honorable  Houfe  of  Burgeffes  of  your  Province,  the  Thanks  of  the  Commons 
Houfe  of  Affembly  of  this  Province,  for  communicating  the  faid  Refolutions,  as  for  their 
fteady  Attention  to  the  general  Inter  efts  of  America,  by  which  your  Province  have  fo  nobly 
and  uniformly  diftinguifhed  itfelf  in  the  great  Caufe  of  Liberty.  You  will  alfo  be  pleafed 
to  obferve,  that  the  Houfe  have  paid  proper  Attention  to  the  Meafure  recommended  and 
adopted  by  your  Houfe  to  prevent  counterfeiting  the  Paper  Money  of  other  Colonies  by  15 
ordering  a  Bill  to  be  brought  in  for  that  Purpofe;  and  though  the  Prorogation  has  prevented, 
at  this  time,  the  carrying  the  fame  into  Execution,  yet  the  Houfe  will  certainly  take  up  the 
Matter,  and  proceed  upon  it,  as  foon  as  they  can  go  upon  Bufinefs. 

The  Obftacle  which  has  for  fo  long  a  Time  paft  prevented  the  Houfe  from  doing  Bufinefs, 

is  not  yet  removed,  to  wit,  a  Claufe  dictated  by  an  Inftrutiion,  which  the  Houfe  is  required 

to  infert  in  the  Tax  Bill— But  which  they  never  will  fubmit  to. 

I  am  with  great  Refpect  Sir, 

Your  most  ob'.  humb:     S'. 

yiaxf.  "Xowitfces. 

Honble  Peyton  Randolph. 

Refolve  inclofed. 3 

SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

In  the  Commons  Houfe  of  Affembly  the  8th  day  of  July,  1773. 

Mr  Speaker  reported  to  the  houfe,  that  he  had  received  a  Letter  from  the  Speaker 
of  the  honorable  Houfe  of  Burgeffes  of  Virginia,  inclofing  feveral  Refolutions  of  that 
Houfe.     And  the  faid  Letter  and  Refolutions  were  read  to  the  houfe. 

And  the  faid  Refolutions  being  unanimoufly  approved  of  by  the  Houfe. 

Refolved,  that  Mr  Speaker  and  any  eight  of  the  other  Members  of  theftanding  Com- 
mittee of  Correfpondence,  be  a  Committee  to  enquire  for  and  obtain  Intelligence  upon  the 
feveral  Matters  mentioned  in  the  faid  Refolutions,  and  to  correfpond  with  the  Committee, 
appointed  by  the  faid  Houfe  of  Burgeffes,  and  Committees  appointed  or  to  be  appointed 
in  our  Sifter  Colonies  refpedting  the  fame. 

Refolved,  that  Mr  Speaker  do  tranfmit  the  Thanks  of  this  Houfe,  to  the  Speaker 
and  Members  of  the  faid  Houfe  of  Burgeffes  of  Virginia,  for  communicating  the  faid 
Refolutions  to  this  Houfe,  as  well  as  for  their  fteady  Attention  to  the  General  Interefts 
of  America. 
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Mr  Speaker  alfo  reported  to  the  houfe,  that  he  had  received  a  Letter  from  the 
Committee  mentioned  on  the  Refolutions  of  the  Houfe  of  Burgeffes  of  Virginia,  inclofing 
him  a  Copy  of  an  Act  of  the  General  Affembly  of  Virginia,  to  prevent  the  counter- 
feiting of  paper  Money  of  other  Colonies.  And  the  faid  Letter  and  Act  were  read  to 
the  houfe. 

Ordered,  that  Leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill,  to  prevent  the  Counterfeiting 
Paper  Money  of  other  Colonies,  and  that  Mr  Rutledge,  Mr  Gadfden,  and  Col".  Pinkney, 
do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  faid  Bill. 

A  true  Copy  from  the  Journal, 

THOS.  FARR,  JUNR., 

Clerk. 

Connecticut. 

GENTLEMEN:* 

The  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  of  this  Colony  having  tranfmitted  to  the 
Speaker  of  the  houfe  of  Burgeffes  of  your  Colony,  a  Copy  of  the  Refolutions  entered  into 
by  their  Houfe,  at  their  laft  Seffion,  conftituting  a  Committee  of  Correfpondence  and  Inqury — 
Permit  us  to  refer  you  to  thofe  Refolutions ;  by  which  you  will  fee  the  Houfe  of  Reprefen- 
tatives of  this  Colony  have  fully  adopted  the  Meafure  Propofed  by  your  Patriotic  Houfe  of 
Burgeffes,  and  with  Pleafure  follow  the  Lead  given  and  Example  fet  by  the  fathers  of  the 
People  in  the  ancient,  free  and  loyal  Colony  of  Virginia.  That  Committee  have  appointed 
us  a  feled  correfponding  Committee. 

We  have  to  acknowledge  the  Receipt  of  your  Letter  directed  to  the  Speaker  of  our  Houfe 
of  Reprefentatives ;  and  in  Anfwer,  fay,  with  Refped  to  the  Court  of  Enquiry  faid  to  have 
been  lately  held  in  Rhode  Ifland,  vefted  with  extraordinary  unconftitutional  Powers;  that 
the  Committee  of  Correfpondence  in  that  Colony,  can,  and  doubtlefs  will,  give  you  more 
full  Intelligence  refpeding  that  Matter  than  we  can. 

As  to  the  Copy  of  an  Ad  inclofed  in  yours,  our  Governor  had  not  received  the  Letter 
you  mention  from  the  Governor  of  Virginia,  nor  has  he  yet  received  any. — We  waited  for 
that  till  it  was  too  late  in  the  Sefflon,  to  move  it,  in  expedation  of  a  Motion  from  that  Quarter. 
If  no  letter  from  the  Governor  of  Virginia  fhould  be  received  before  next  Seffion,  the  Matter 
will  be  taken  up  without  it,  and  we  can  imagine  no  Oppofxtion  that  will  be  made. 

We  are  direded  to  requeft  of  you  the  Favor  to  inform  us,  what  has  been  done,  by  the 
Judge  or  Judges  of  the  fuperior  Court  in  your  Colony,  on  the  Requisition  made,  for  writs  of 
Affiftants.  That  matter  is  now  under  the  Consideration  of  the  fuperior  Court  here,  and 
as  it  is  a  matter  of  very  great  Importance  to  the  Colonies  in  General,  We  wifh  your  Anfwer, 
that  the  proceedings  that  have  been  had  with  you,  and  your  candid  and  free  Sentiments 
thereon,  may  be  fully  known  here. 

We  fhall  at  all  times,  and  on  all  Occafions,  with  the  greateft  Pleafure  and  Readinefs, 
execute  our  Commiffion  of  Correfpondence  and  Inquiry,  as  we  are  firmly  perfuaded  of  the 
Utility  of  the  Meafure,  fo  feafonably  propofed,  by  the  Colony  of  Virginia,  and  we  hope 
univerfally  adopted  by  the  other  Colonies;  and  hope  thereby  to  cultivate  and  ftrengthen  that 
Harmony  and  Union,  among  all  the  Englifh  Colonies  on  the  Continent  of  America,  which 
daily  appears  to  us  more  and  more  neceffary  to  preferve  and  fecure  the  Safety,  Peace,  Prof- 
perity  and  happinefs  of  the  whole. 

We  are  with  great  Truth  and  Regard  Gent. 

Your  moft  obedient  humble  Servants 

Will:  Williams. 
Silas  TDeane. 
t&enj:  "paptft. 
ISosepI)  Orumbull. 

Colony  of  Connecticut,  to  wit  Lebanon  io"1  Aug.:  1773. 

Philadelphia 

■    Miffing. 
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"Pennsylvania. 


Philadelphia1  Sept.  25.  1773.       ie 


SIR: 

I  embraced  the  earlieft  Opportunity  to  communicate  your  Favour  of  the  19"*  of 
March,  with  the  Refolves  of  the  Houfc  of  'Burgeffes  of  the  Colony  of  Virginia,  to  the 
affembly  of  this  Province;  and  I  have  it  in  Command  from  them  to  affure  your  honorable 
Houfe,  that  they  efteem  it  a  Matter  of  the  greateft  Importance  to  cooperate  with  the  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  other  Colonies  in  every  wife  and  prudent  Meafure,  which  may  be  proposed 
for  the  Preservation  and  Security  of  their  general  Rights  &  Liberties,  and  that  it  is  highly 
expedient  and  neceffary  a  Correfpondence  fhould  be  maintained  between  the  Affemblies 
of  the  feveral  Colonies;  But  as  the  prefent  affembly  muft  in  a  few  Days  be  diffolved,  by 
Virtue  of  the  Charter  of  the  Province,  and  any  Measures  they  might  adopt  at  this  Time, 
rendered,  by  the  Diffolution  ineffectual,  they  have  earneftly  recommended  the  Subject  Matter 
of  the  Letter  and  Refolves  of  the  Houfe  of  Burgeffes  of  Virginia  to  the  Confederation  of  the 
fucceeding   Affembly. 

In  the  Name  and  by  the  order  of  the  Houfe,  I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  great  Refpecl 

Sir,  your  moft  obedient  Servant, 

"3osqpl)  <E>allowav. 

Speaker. 


Massachusetts   3Jay. 

Province  of  Maffachuf etts  Bay.  * 

Boston,  Oct:  21.  1773. 

GENTLEMEN : 

The  Committee  of  Correfpondence  appointed  by  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  of  this 
Province  have  been  not  altogether  inattentive  to  the  Defxgn  of  their  Inftitution.  We  have 
been  waiting  for  Intelligence  from  Great  Britain,  from  whofe  injudicious  Councils  the 
common  Grievances  of  the  Colonies  have  fprang;  in  hopes  that  a  Change  in  the  American 
Department  would  have  produced  a  happy  Change  in  the  Meaf tires  of  Adminiftration,  is 
but  we  are  forry  to  fay,  that  from  the  beft  Accounts  we  have  obtained,  the  Miniftry  have 
been  hitherto  fo  far  from  radically  redreffing  American  Grievances,  that  even  the  leaft  Relaxa- 
tion has  not  been  advifed,  if  thought  of.  On  the  Contrary,  the  Britifh  Parliament  have 
been  prorogued  without  taking  the  leaft  Notice  of  the  Affairs  of  America;  while  they  have 
been  curtailing  the  Charter  of  the  Eaft  India  Company  in  fuch  a  manner  and  in  fuch  a 
Degree,  as  to  indicate  that  they  are  much  more  intent  upon  increafing  the  Power  and  Influ- 
ence of  the  Crown  than  fecuring  the  Liberties  of  the  Subject.  At  the  fame  time,  this  Province 
has  had  a  very  recent  Difcovery  of  the  unaltered  Resolution  of  the  Miniftry  to  purfue  their 
plan  of  arbitrary  Power,  in  the  King's  anfwer  to  the  Petitions  of  our  Affembly  againft 
the  appropriation  of  the  Revenue  raifed  from  the  Colonies,  for  the  purpofe  of  rendering 
our  Governor  and  Judges  dependent  on  the  Crown. 

In  his  Majefty's  Anfwer  we  have  Nothing  explicit,  but  his  Refolution  to  fupport  the 
supreme  Authority  of  the  Britifh  Parliament  to  make  Laws  binding  on  the  Colonies,  (altho' 
the  Petitions  were  fupported  by  the  exprefs  Declarations  of  the  Charter  of  the  Province) 
and  his  great  Difpleafure  that  principles  repugnant  to  that  Right  were  therein  held  forth. 
Such  an  Anfwer  to  fuch  a  Petition  affords  the  ftrongeft  Grounds  to  conclude,  that  the  Min- 
iftry are  as  firmly  refolved  as  ever,  to  continue  the  Revenue  Ads  and  apply  the  Tribute 
extorted  by  virtue  of  them  from  the  Colonies,  to  maintain  the  executive  Powers  of  the  feveral 
Governments  of  America  abfolutely  independent  of  their  refpedivc  Legiflatures;  or  rather 
abfolutely  dependent  on  the  Crown,  which  will,  if  a  little  while  perfifted  in,  end  in  abfolute 

Defpotifm . 

Such 
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Such  being  (till  the  Temper  of  the  Britifh  Miniftry,  fuch  the  Difpofition  of  the  Parlia- 
ment of  Britain  under  their  Direction  and  Influence,  to  confider  themfelves  as  the  Sovereign 
of  America,  Is  it  not  of  the  utmoft  Importance  that  our  vigilance  fhould  increaje,  that  the 
Colonies  fhould  be  united  in  their  Sentiments  of  the  Meafures  of  Opposition  neceffary  to  be 
taken  by  them,  and  that  in  -whichsoever  of  the  Colonies  any  Infringments  are  or  fhall  be 
made  on  the  Common  Rights  of  all,  that  Colony  fhould  Itave  the  united  Efforts  of  all  for  its 
Support.  This  we  take  to  be  the  true  defign  of  the  Eftablifhmcnt  of  our  Committees  of 
Correfpondence. 

There  is  one  Thing  which  appears  to  us  to  be  an  Object  worthy  of  the  immediate  Atten- 
ion  of  the  Colonies.  Should  a  War  take  Place,  which  is  thought  by  many  to  be  near  at- 
hand,  America  will  then  be  viewed  by  Adminiftration  in  a  Light  of  Importance  to  Great 
Britain.  Her  Aids  will  be  deemed  neceffary,  her  Friendfhip  therefore  will  be  even  courted. 
Would  it  not  then  be  the  higheft  Wifdom  in  the  feveral  American  Affemblies,  abfolutely 
to  withold  all  kinds  of  Aid  in  a  General  War,  until  the  Rights  and  Liberties  which  they 
ought  to  enjoy  are  reftored,  and  fecured  to  them  upon  the  most  permanent  Foundation? 
This  has  always  been  the  Ufage  of  a  fpirited  Houfe  of  Commons,  in  Britain,  and  upon 
the  beft  Grounds;  for  Certainly  Protection  and  Security  ought  to  be  the  unalterable  Condition 
when  Supplies  are  called  for. 

With  Regard  to  the  Extent  of  Rights  which  the  Colonies  ought  to  infift  upon,  it  is  a 
Subject  which  requires  the  clofeft  Attention  and  deliberation;  and  this  is  a  ftrong  Reafon, 
why  it  should  claim  the  earlieft  Confuieration  of,  at  leaft,  every  Committee;  in  order  that 
we  max  be  prepared,  when  Time  and  Circumftances  fhall  give  to  our  claim  the  sureft 
Profpect  of  Succefs.  And  when  we  confider  how  one  great  Event  has  hurried  on,  upon 
the  back  of  another,  such  a  Time  may  come  and  fuch  Circumftances  take  Place  fooner 
than  we  are  aware  of.  There  are  certain  Rights  which  every  Colony  has  explicitly  afferted, 
and  ive  truft  they  will  never  give  up.  That  in  particular  that  they  have  the  fole  and  unalien- 
able Right  to  give  and  grant  their  own  Money  and  to  appropriate  it  to  fuch  purpofes  as 
they  judge  proper,  is  juftly  deemed  to  be  of  the  laft  Importance.  But  whether  even  this  Right, 
so  effential  to  our  Freedom  and  Happinefs  can  remain  fecure  to  us,  while  a  Right  is  claimed  by 
the  Britifh  Parliament  to  make  laws  binding  upon  us  in  all  Cafes  whatever,  you  will  certainly 
confider  with  Serioufnefs.  It  would  be  debafing  to  us,  after  fo  ma nly  a  Struggle  for  our  Rights, 
to  be  contented  with  a  mere  temporary  Relief.  We  take  the  Liberty  to  prefent  you  with  the 
State  of  a  Controverfy  upon  that  Subject,  between  the  Governor  of  this  Province  and  the 
Affembly.  And  as  tlie  Affembly  of  this  or  fome  other  Colony  may  poffibly  be  called  into 
a  further  Confideration  of  it,  we  fhould  think  ourf elves  happy  in  a  Communication  of 
fuch  further  Thoughts  upon  it,  as  we  are  purfuaded  will,  upon  a  perufal  occur  to  your 
Minds.  We  are  far  from  dejiring  the  Connection  between  Great  Britain  and  America 
fhould  be  broken,  Efto  perpetua,  is  our  moft  ardent  wifh:  but  upon  the  Terms  only  of 
equal  Liberty.  If  we  cannot  eftablifh  an  Agreement  upon  thefe  Terms,  let  us  leave  it  to 
another  and  wifer  Generation.  But  it  may  be  worth  Confideration,  that  the  Work  is  more 
likely  to  be  well  done,  at  a  Time  when  the  Ideas  of  Liberty,  and  its  Importance  are  ftrong 
in  Men's  Minds.  There  is  Danger  that  thefe  Ideas  will  hereafter  grow  faint  and  languid. 
Our  Pofterity  may  be  accuftomed  to  bear  the  Yoke;  and  being  inured  to  Servility  they  may 
even  bow  the  Shoulder  to  the  Burden.  It  can  never  be  expected  that  a  People  however 
numerous,  will  form  and  execute  a  wife  Plan  to  perpetuate  their  Liberty,  when  they  have 
loft  the  Spirit  and  Feeling  of  it. 

We  cannot  clofe  without  mentioning  a  frefh  Inftance  of  the  Temper  and  Defign  of 
the  Britifh  Miniftry;  and  that  is  in  allowing  the  Eaft  India  Company,  with  a  View  of 
pacyfying  them,  to  fhip  their  Teas  to  America.  It  is  easy  to  fee  how  aptly  this  Scheme 
will  ferve,  both  to  deftroy  the  Trade  of  the  Colonies  and  increafe  the  Revenue.  How  necef- 
fary then  is  it,  that  each  Colony  fhould  take  effectual  Methods  to  prevent  this  Meafure 
from  having  it's  defigned  Effect. 

Gentlemen, 
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Gentlemen,  the  foregoing  Letter  was  unanimously  agreed  to  by  the  Committee  of  Corre- 
spondence and  is  in  their  Name  and  by  their  Order  transmitted  to  you,  by  your  moft  refpecTful 

Friends  &  humble  Servants, 

obomas  (Tusblna.. 
Samuel  "Aiams. 
Wm.  Tfaatb. 

P.  S.  It  is  the  Requeft  of  the  Committee  that  the  Contents  of  this  Letter  be  not  made 
publick,  left  the  Common  Enemy,  fhould  counteract  &  prevent  its  Defign. 

~3Maware. 

New  Caftle  on  Delaware,'  Oct.  25.  1773. 
SIR: 

I  am  ordered  by  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  of  this  Government  to  acknowledge  the 
Receipt  of  your  Letter  of  the  19"'  of  March  laft,  addreffed  to  the  Speaker  of  the  late  Affembly 
here,  inclofmg  a  Copy  of  the  Refolves  entered  into  by  the  Houfe  of  Burgeffes  of  your  Colony, 
and  to  inform  you  that  the  fame  were  laid  before  this  Houfe  the  firft  Time  they  met  after 
receiving  them;  and  I  now  have  the  Pleafure  of  tranfmitting  to  you  a  Copy  of  their  Minutes 
&  Proceedings  on  this  Occafion,  which  are  fo  expreffive  of  their  Sentiments  of  the  Meafures 
adopted  and  recommended  by  your  Houfe,  that  Nothing  need  be  added  thereto. 

In  the  Name  and  by  the  Order  of  the  Houfe, 

I  am  with  great  Refped,  your  mo:    ob'.  Sev'. 

(Ta&sar  3\odnej. 

Speaker . 

Minutes  &  Refolutions  inclofed  in  the  foregoing  Letter. 

Counties  on  Delaware. 

In  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives.2 

Saturday,  October  23.  1773.  a.  m. 
On  Motion  of  Mr  Read. 

Ordered,  That  the  feveral  Letters  from  the  refpe&ive  Speakers  of  the  Houfe  of 
Burgeffes,  in  the  Colony  of  Virginia,  the  Houfe  of  Deputies  in  the  Colony  of  Rhode 
Ifland,  and  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  in  the  province  of  Maffachufett's  Bay,  with 
the  feveral  Refolves  inclofed,  be  read  the  fecond  time,  which  was  done  accordingly. 

And  the  Houfe  taking  the  fame  Confideration,  refolved  itfelf  into  a  grand  Committee 
of  the  whole  Houfe. 

Mr  Speaker  left   the   Chair. 

Mr  McKean  took  the  Chair  of  the  Committee. 

Mr  Speaker  refumed  the  Chair. 

Mr  McKean  reported  from  the  Committee,  that  they  had  directed  him  to  make 
the  following  Report  to  the  Houfe; 

Viz: 

Whereas,  the  Speaker  of  the  late  Affembly  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  feveral  Letters 
which  he  received  during  the  Recefs  of  the  Houfe,  one  from  the  truly  patriotic  Houfe 
of  Burgeffes  of  his  Majefty's  ancient  Dominion  of  Virginia,  inclofmg  a  Copy  of  certain 
Refolutions  entered  into  by  them  on  the  i2lh  of  March  laft,  one  from  the  honorable 
Houfe  of  Deputies  of  the  Colony  of  Rhode  Ifland  and  Providence  Plantations,  inclofmg 
certain  Refolutions,  entered  into  by  them  on  them  on  the  7"'  of  May  laft,  and  one  from 
the  free  and  fpirited  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  of  the  Province  of  Maffachufett's  Bay, 
inclofmg  certain  Refolutions  entered  into  by  them  on  the  28"*  of  May  laft,  and  requefting 
that  a  Committee  of  this  Houfe  may  be  appointed  to  communicate  from  time  to  Time, 

with  2i 
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with  the  correfponding  Committees  appointed  by  the  faid  Affemblies,  and  named  in 
the  faid  refpective  Refolves. 

And  whereas,  this  Houfe  is  of  the  Opinion,  that  the  Meafures  adopted  by  the  afore- 
faid  Affemblies,  and  Propofed  to  this,  are  very  falutary  and  highly  neceffary  at  this 
Time,  when  the  Rights  and  Liberties  of  all  appear  to  be  fyftematically  invaded. 

Refolved,  That  this  Houfe  have  a  very  grateful  Senfe  of  the  Obligations  they  are 
under  to  the  Houfe  of  Burgeffes  in  Virginia,  for  the  Vigilance,  Firmnefs  and  Wifdom, 
which  they  have  difcovered  at  all  Times  in  Support  of  the  Rights  and  Liberties  of  the 
American  Colonies,  and  do  heartily  concur  with  them,  in  their  faid  judicious  and  Spirited 
Refolves. 

Refolved,  That  a  ftanding  Committee  of  Correspondence  and  Inquiry  be  appointed 
to  confift  of  five  Members,  any  three  of  whom  to  be  a  Quorum ;  whofe  Bufinefs  it  fhall 
be  to  obtain  the  moft  early  and  authentic  Intelligence  of  all  fuch  Acts  and  Refolutions 
of  the  Britifh  Parliament,  or  Proceedings  of  Adminiftration,  as  ma)'  relate  to,  or  affect 
the  Britifh  Colonies  in  America;  and  to  keep  and  maintain  a  Correfpondence  and 
Communication  with  our  Sifter  Colonies  refpecting  thefe  important  Confiderations ; 
and  the  Refult  of  fuch  their  proceedings,  from  time  to  time,  lay  before  this  Houfe. 

Refolved,  That  it  be  an  Inftruction  to  the  faid  Committee,  that  they  do,  without 

Delay,  inform  themfelves  particularly  of  the  Principles  and  Authority  on  which  was 

conftituted  a  Court  of  Enquiry,  held  in  Rhode  Ifland,  faid  to  be  vefted  with  Powers 

•25  to  tranfport  Perfons  accufed  of  Offences  committed  in  America,  to  Places  beyond  the 

Seas,    to  be   tried. 

Refolved,  That  the  faid  Committee  be  further  inftructed  to  prepare  and  report  to 
this  Houfe  Draughts  of  very  refpectful  Anfwers  to  the  Letters  above  mentioned,  alfo 
a  circular  Letter  to  the  Speaker  of  the  feveral  other  Houfes  of  Affembly  on  this  Continent, 
inclofing  the  aforefaid  Refolves;  and  requefting  them  to  lay  the  fame  before  their 
refpective  Affemblies,  in  Confidence  that  they  will  readily  &  cheerfully  comply  with 
the  well  concerted  and  wife  Refolves  of  the  Houfe  of  Burgeffes  in  Virginia. 

To  which  faid  Refolves  the  Houfe  agreed  Nemine  contradicente.  Then  the  Houfe 
immediately  made  Choice  of  the  following  Gentlemen  to  be  the  Committee  of  Corref- 
pondence and  Communication  with  the  other  Colonies  viz:  Mr  Speaker,  George  Read, 
Thomas  McKean,  John  McKinley  and  Thomas  Robifon,  Efquires. 

I  do  hereby  certify  the  above  and  foregoing,  to  be  a  true  Copy  from  the  Minutes 
of  the  Affembly. 

DAVID  THOMPSON,  Cler:  Ibid. 

Connecticut. 

Colony  of  Connecticut.  *  New  Haven,  Nov.  4. 
GENTLEMEN: 

Since  our  Letters  of  June  laft,  nothing  material  has  occurred  worthy  tranfmitting  to 
you  from  this  Diftance.  The  extraordinary  Court  of  Inquiry  in  Rhode  Ifland  is  clofed 
without  effeding  anything,  nor  can  we  conceive  it,  to  have  been  Projeded  with  other  ferious 
View  than  to  eftablifh  by  Precedent  the  unconftitutional  Meafure.  In  our  laft  we  took 
Notice  of  the  Ad  of  your  honorable  Houfe  of  Burgeffes,  refpeding  Counterfeiters  of  yours 
and  the  Currency  of  other  Provinces,  and  informed  you  that  his  honor  our  Governor  expeded 
a  Letter  on  the  Subjed.  That  not  coming  to  hand,  was  the  Reafon  no  Ad  paffed  in  our 
26  laft  Seffion  of  Affembly.  The  prefent  Affembly  at  this  Place,  have  taken  up  the  Matter 
and  by  a  general  Ad,  made  the  Counterfeiting  of  the  Currency  of  any  of  the  Englifh  Colonies 
on  the  Continent  equally  capital  with  the  counterfeiting  our  own. 

The  Ad  paffed  both  Houfes  of  Affembly  this  Week,  and  in  our  next  will  tranfmit 
you  an   extrad  of  it. 

There  are  no  offences  in  this  Colony  punifhed  with  Death  except  Murder,  Confpiracy 
againft  the  Government  and  others  of  that  kind.     Robbery  Counterfeiting  &c.  have  heretofore 

been 
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been  punifhed  by  branding,  cropping  and  Imprifonment,  but  the  prefent  Ad,  fentences 
Offenders  of  this  kind,  to  Confinement  and  Labor,  in  a  Copper  Mine,  from  which  we  judge 
an  Efcape  is  impoffible. 

The  late  Refolutions  of  the  Minifter,  to  permit  Teas  to  be  fent  by  the  Eaft  India  Com- 
pany to  Bofton,  New-York  and  Philadelphia,  where  they  are  daily  expected,  give  us  the 
moft  uneafy  Apprehensions  for  the  Confequences,  though  we  have  the  utmoft  Confidence 
in  the  firmnefs  and  Virtue,  of  the  Inhabitants  of  thofe  capital  Towns  on  this  Occafwn. 

It  is  with  the  greateft  Pleasure  we  fee  the  feafonable  &  beneficial  Example  fet  by  your 
honorable  &  patriotic  Houfe  of  Burgeffes,  already  followed  by  almoft  all  the  Houfes  of 
Affembly  on  the  Continent,  and  doubt  not  but  that  it  will  be  univerfal  foon. 

The  Union  of  the  Colonies  is  of  the  laft  Importance,  and  We  conceive  a  regular  Corref- 
pondence  tlie  moft  certain  Means  to  off  eel  fo  falutary  a  Defign.  We  are,  with  the  higheft 
Efteem  &  Re f peel  Gentlemen, 

your  moft  obliged  &  very  humble  Serv's. 

T£b<Miezer  Stlllmait. 

XjPUlm.  Williams. 

(Tbrasbu  VPalcott. 

Sam :  If.  "parsons. 

Silas  "3>fcaiie. 

^ftenj :  "Jpajne. 

Extract  of  An  Ad  made  and  paffed  by  the  Governor  and  Company  of  the  Colony 
of  Connecticut,  at  a  General  Affembly  holden  at  New  Haven,  on  the  fecond  Thurfday  in 
October  A.  D.  1773. 

Be  it  enacted,  &c. '  that  whofoever  fhall  prefume  to  forge,  counterfeit  or  alter  any  of 
the  Bills  of  Credit  of  this  Colony,  or  the  Bills  of  Credit  of  any  other  of  the  Englifh  Colo- 
nies or  provinces  on  this  Continent ;  or  fhall  utter  and  put  off  any  forged  counterfeit  or 
altered  Bill,  or  Bills  knowing  them  to  be  fuch ;  or  that  fhall  counfel,  advife,  procure  or 
any  Ways  affift  in  the  forging,  counterfeiting,  imprinting,  ftamping,  altering  or  fign- 
ing  of  any  falfe,  forged  and  counterfeit  Bill  or  Bills,  knowing  them  to  be  fuch ;  or  that 
fhall  engrave  any  Plate,  or  make  any  Inftrument  to  be  ufed  for  any  of  the  Purpofes 
aforefaid ;  or  that  fhall  ftamp,  or  any  other  ways  counterfeit  any  of  the  feveral  forts  of 
Coin  mentioned  in  an  Act  of  Parliament  made  &  paffed  in  the  6  th  Year  of  the  Reign  of 
Queen  Anne,  &c. 

Such  Perfon  or  Perfons,  fo  offending,  fhall  for  the  firft  offence  fuffer  Imprifonment  in 
faid  Gaol,  Mine  or  Work  Houfe,  and  there  to  be  kept  to  hard  Labor  for  a  term  not  ex- 
ceeding ten  Years  at  the  difcretion  of  the  Court  before  which  fuch  Conviction  fhall  be 
had. 

And  if  any  fuch  Perfon  fhall  commit  the  like  offence  a  fecond  Time,  and  be  thereof 

convicted  as  aforefaid,  he  or  they  fhall  fuffer  Imprifonment  in  the  faid  Gaol,  Mine,  and 

Workhoufe,  and  there  be  kept  to  hard  Labor,  as  aforefaid,  for  and  during  the  Term  of 

his  or  her  natural  Life. 

Compared  with  the  original  Act 

Pr  S.  DEANE,  Cler:  Com: 

(Beorgla. 

Savannah  in  Georgia,  20"1  Nov'  1773. 2 
SIR: 

I  have  the  honor  to  tranfmit  the  Thanks  of  the  Commons  Houfe  of  Affembly  of  this 
Province  to  you  Sir,  and  the  other  Members  of  the  Houfe  of  Burgeffes  of  Virginia,  for  com- 
municating your  Intentions  firmly  to  fupport  the  Rights  and  Liberties  of  America  on  that 
moft  interefting  Subject  contained  in  your  Refolutions. 
I  am  refpedfully,  Sir,  your  moft  obedient  Servant. 

Willm.  Voting 

Savannah 
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Savannah  in  Georgia,'  20th  Nov.  1773. 

SIR: 

We  have,  in  consequence  of  an  Order  of  the  Commons  Houfe  of  Affembly  the  Pleafure 
to  tranfmit  to  you,  a  Copy  of  the  Resolutions  entered  into  by  them,  Similar  to  thofe  of  other 
Houfes  upon  the  Continent:  And  altho'  late  as  we  are  in  Anfwering  your  efteemed  favour, 
yet  Sir,  we  are  not  the  lefs  warm  in  coinciding  with  the  Sifter  Colonies  in  every  Meafure 
that  may  tend  to  the  Prefervation  of  the  Liberties  and  Privileges  of  Americans. 

We  alfo  beg  Leave  to  inclofe  you  a  Copy  of  an  Ad  paffed  in  our  laft  Seffion,  for  pre- 
venting the  counterfeiting  of  the  Paper  Currency  of  other  his  Majefty's  Colonies  in  America, 
and  are  hopeful  that  Laws  of  the  fame  Nature,  being  paffed  in  the  other  Provinces  will  ef- 
fectually put  a  Stop  to  the  Evil  fo  loudly  complained  of. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be  refpectfully, 

Sir, 

Your  mo:  ob'  Serv" 
Wlllm.  Voting. 
>#.  Hones. 
3oscpb  (Tlay. 
"3D.  Zubl?  Hunr. 
Wm.  (Toutts. 

Refolves  inclofed  in  the  foregoing  Letter. 
Georgia . 

Commons  Houfe  of  Affembly. 2 

Friday,  the  10th  of  September,  1773. 

Mr  Speaker  laid  before  the  Houfe  two  Letters  that  he  had  received  from  the  Speaker 
of  the  Houfe  of  Burgeffes  of  Virginia,  and  alfo  of  the  Houfe  of  Deputies  of  Rhode  Ifland, 
inclofing  Refolutions  of  their  refpedtive  Houfes,  and  alfo  the  Copy  of  an  Adl  to  prevent 
Counterfeiting  the  Paper  Currency  of  other  Colonies,  which  faid  Refolutions  being  fev- 
erally  read  were  unanimoufly  approved  of. 

Refolved,  Nem.  con.  that  Mr  Speaker  and  any  five  of  the  Committee  of  Correfpond- 
ence  be  a  Committee  to  enquire  for  and  obtain  the  earlieft  Intelligence  of  the  many 
important  Matters  contained  in  the  faid  feveral  Refolutions,  and  that  they  likewife  do 
from  time  to  Time  correfpond  with  the  refpedtive  Committees  that  are  now  or  may  be 
appointed  by  the  Houfes  of  Reprefentatives  on  this  Continent. 

Refolved,  Nem. con.  that  the  Thanks  of  this  Houfe  be  tranfmitted  to  the  honorable 
the  Speaker  and  Members  of  the  Houfe  of  Burgeffes  of  Virginia,  and  alfo  the  honorable 
the  Speaker  and  Members  of  the  Houfe  of  Deputies  of  Rhode  Ifland,  for  Communicating 
their  Intentions  firmly  to  fupport  the  Rights  and  Privileges  of  his  Majefty's  faithful 
and  loyal  Subjects  in  America,  and  alfo  to  the  honorable  Peyton  Randolph,  Efquire, 
Robert  Carter  Nicholas  &  Dudley  Digges,  Efquires,  for  tranfmitting  to  this  Houfe  a  copy 
of  the  above  mentioned  Act. 

A  true  Copy  taken  from  the  original  Journals  and  examined  by 

RICHARD  CUN^  CROOKE,  Clerk. 

The  Adt  inclofed. 

An  Ad  to  prevent  counterfeiting  the  Paper  Money  of  other  his  Majefty's  Colonies  & 
Provinces  in  America. 

Whereas,  the  Want  of  a  fufficient  Quantity  of  circulating  Specie,  to  anfwer  the 
Purpofes  of  Commerce,  or  the  Exigencies  of  Government,  hath  induced  this  and  moft 
others  of  the  Britifh  Colonies  in  America,  to  circulate  certain  Paper  Notes  as  a  neceffary 
Medium,  the  Counterfeiting  of  which  is  ufually  made  a  felony  in  the  refpedtive  Gov- 
ernments where  they  are  emitted. 

And 
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And  whereas,  is  it  fupposed  that  evil  minded  Perfons  may  eftablifh  Preffes  in  this 
Province  for  counterfeiting  the  Paper  Currency  of  other  his  Majefty's  Provinces  or 
Colonies  in  America  and  by  that  means  fuch  forged  Bills  may  be  thrown  into  Circulation 
with  greater  Facility  and  Security  to  the  Authors  thereof,  and  it  being  judged  reafon- 
able  that  neighboring  Countries  having  Intercourfe  in  Trade,  fhould  provide  as  far  as  in 
them  lies,  againft  the  abafing  of  their  Medium  of  Commerce.  We  therefore  pray  your 
moft  f acred  Majefty  that  it  may  he  enacted. 

And  be  it  enacted  by  his  Excellency  Sir  James  Wright,  Baronet,  Captain  General 
and  Governor  in  chief  in  and  over  his  Majefty's  Province  of  Georgia,  by  and  with  the 
Advice  and  Confent  of  the  honorable  Council  and  Commons  Houfe  of  Affembly  in 
general  Affembly  met  and  by  the  Authority  of  the  fame,  that  if  any  Perfon  or  Perfons 
after  the  Paffing  of  this  Act,  fhall  within  this  Province  prepare,  engrave,  ftamp  or 
print,  or  caufe  or  procure  to  be  prepared,  engraved,  ftamped,  or  printed  the  Count- 
erfeit Refemblance  of  any  Paper  Money,  which  now  is  or  hereafter  may  be,  circulated 
in  Paiments  by  legiflative  Authority  in  any  Britifh  Colony  or  Plantation  in  America, 
with  Intention  that  fuch  counterfeit  Paper  fhall  be  paffed  in  Paiment  whether  the 
fame  be  fo  paffed  or  not,  fhall  be  adjudged  a  felon  and  fhall  fuffer  Death  without  Benefit 
of  Clergy,  and  if  .any  Perfon  or  Perfons  fhall  in  this  Province  pay  or  tender  in 
Paiment  any  fuch  Counterfeit  Money  knowing  the  fame  to  be  forged,  or  counterfeited,  s, 
altered  or  erafed,  every  fuch  perfon  being  lawfully  convicted,  fhall  forfeit  the  fum  of 
two  hundred  pounds  current  money  of  this  Province,  and  fhall  be  imprifoned  in 
the  common  Gaol  for  fix  Calendar  months  and  during  fuch  Imprifonment  fhall  be 
publickly  whipped  three  Times. 

And  be  it  further  enaded  by  the  Authority  aforefaid  that  this  Act  fhall  continue 
and  be  in  force  for  the  Term  of  five  years  and  from  thence  to  the  End  of  the  next  Seffion 
of  the  General  Affembly  and  no  longer. 

By  order  of  the  Commons  Houfe  of  Affembly. 

Will"'  Young,  Speaker. 

By  order  of  the  upper  Houfe  of  Affembly 

James  Haberfham,  Prefident. 

Council  Chamber  29.  Sep.  1773. 
Affented  to 

J  a:  Wright. 

GEORGIA.     Secretary's  Office. 

A  true  Copy  taken  from  the  Original  in  this  Office  and  examined  by 

JOSEPH  GOLDWIRE,  Pr  D.  Sec" 

yttar^lanb. 

■Maryland'  Dec'  6,  1773. 
SIR: 

I  took  the  earlieft  Opportunity  after  the  Receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  ig'h  March,  to  lay 
the  Resolutions  of  your  Houfe  of  Burgeffes,  before  the  Houfe  of  Delegates  of  this  Province 
at  their  meeting  in  June  laft.  They  then  had  them  under  Confederation,  but  before  any 
Refolutions  were  entered  into,  an  unexpected  Prorogation  took  Place.  At  their  next  meet- 
ing in  October,  they  refumed  the  Confederation,  and  moft  readily  came  to  the  Refolutions, 
which  I  have  now  the  honor  to  inclofe,  and  which  I  have  in  Command  to  tranfmit  to  you, 
requefhng  you  will  lay  them  before  the  Houfe  of  Burgeffes  of  the  Colony  of  Virginia.  /  am 
Sir,  with  great  Refpecl,  your  mo:  ob'  S' 

Mfcatt:  Oilgbman. 
Refolves  inclofed  in  the  Preceding  Letter. 2  32 

By  the  lower  Houfe  of  Affembly  Friday,  Oct.  15.  1773. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  being  read,  the  Houfe  took  into  Confideration  the  feveral 
Letters 
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Letters  and  other  Papers  communicated  to  this  Houfe  by  the  honorable  Speaker,  and 
addreffed  to  him  by  the  honorable  the  Speakers  of  the  feveral  Colonies  of  Virginia, 
Maffachufetts  Bay,  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Inland,  and  refolved  unanimoufly : 

That  this  Houfe  moft  cordially  accept  the  Invitation  to  a  mutual  Correfpondence 
and  Intercourfe  with  our  Sifter  Colonies. 

Refolved,  unanimoufly,  that  a  ftanding  Committee  of  Correfpondence  and  Inquiry 
be  appointed  to  confift  of  eleven  Perfons  to  wit,  the  honorable  Matthew  Tilghman,  Ef- 
quirc,  fpeaker,  John  Hall,  Thomas  Johnfon,  William  Paca,  Samuel  Chafe,  Edward  Loyd, 
Matthias  Hammond,  Jofias  Beale,  James  Loyd  Chamberlaine,  Brice  Thomas,  Beale  Worth- 
ington,  and  Jofeph  Sim,  Ef quires,  any  fix  of  whom  to  be  a  Committee  whofe  Bufinefs 
it  fhall  be  to  obtain  the  moft  early  and  authentic  Intelligence,  of  all  fuch  Acts  and 
Refolutions  of  the  Britifh  Parliament  or  Proceedings  of  Adminiftration,  as  may  relate 
to  or  effect,  the  Britifh  Colonies  in  America,  and  to  keep  and  maintain  a  Correfpondence 
and  Communication  with  our  Sifter  Colonies,  refpedting  thefe  important  Confiderations, 
and  the  Refult  of  fuch  their  Proceedings  from  time  to  time  to  lay  before  this  Houfe. 

Refolved,  unanimoufly,  that  the  Speaker  of  this  Houfe,  tranfmit  to  the  Speakers  of 
the  different  Affemblies  on  this  Continent  Copies  of  the  above  Refolutions. 

Extrad  from  the  Journals  of  the  lower  Houfe  of  Affembly  of  the  Province  of  Maryland. 

Pr  JOHN  DUIKETT,  CI:  Lo.  Ho. 
^tortl)  Carolina. 

North  Carolina,1  Dec'  26.  1773. 
SIR: 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  Receipt  of  your  much  efteemed  favor  of  the  19'*  of 
March,  accompanying  the  Refolves  of  your  Houfe  of  Burgeffes,  which  I  loft  no  Time  in 
laying  before  the  Houfe  of  Affembly  of  this  Colony,  who  very  chearfully  received  and  adopted 
them. 

I  have  it  in  Command  to  tranfmit  you  the  Refolutions  entered  into,  by  our  Houfe,  which 
you  will  herewith  receive,  and  am  with  great  refped  and  Efteem, 

Sir,  your  mo:  ob'  S' 

"3ol)ti  "SfarvftY' 

Refolves  inclofed.  * 
NORTH  CAROLINA 

In  the  Affembly  8  th  December,  1773. 

Upon  the  Speaker's  communicating  to  this  Houfe  a  Letter  from  the  truly  patriotic 
Houfe  of  Burgeffes  of  his  Majefty's  ancient  Dominion  of  Virginia,  inclofing  a  Copy  of 
certain  Refolves  entered  into  by  them  upon  the  12  th  Day  of  March  laft,  and  requefting 
that  this  Houfe  would  appoint  a  Committee  to  communicate  from  Time  to  Time  with  a 
corref ponding  Committee  by  them  then  appointed.  And  alfo  Letters  from  feveral  of 
our  Sifter  Colonies  expreffing  their  high  approbation  of  and  Concurrence  with  fo  falu- 
tary  a  meafure. 

This  Houfe  Refolve,  That  the  Vigilance  which  the  honorable  Houfe  of  Burgeffes  of 
Virginia  have  difplayed  in  attending  to  every  incroachment  upon  the  Rights  and  Lib- 
erties of  America,  and  the  Wifdom  and  Vigor  with  which  they  have  always  oppofed 
fuch  encroachments,  are  worthy  the  Imitation  and  merit  the  Gratitude  of  all  their  Sifter 
Colonies,  and  in  no  Inftance  more  j>articularly  than  in  the  Meafure  propofed  for  ap- 
pointing correfponding  Committees  in  every  Colony  by  which  fuch  Harmony  &  Commu- 
nication will  be  eftablifhed  among  them  that  they  will  at  all  Times  be  ready  to  exert 
their  united  Efforts  and  moft  ftrenuous  Endeavors  to  preferve  the  juft  Rights  and 
Liberties  of  the  American  Colonies,  which  appear  of  late  to  be  fo  fyftematically  invaded, 
that  we  heartily  concur  with  thefe  fpirited  Refolves. 
Refolved, 
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Refolved,  that  a  ftanding  Committee  of  Correfpondence  and  Inquiry  be  appointed 
to  confift  of  nine  Perfons  to  wit,  Mr  Speaker,  Mr  Howe,  Mr  Harnett,  Mr  Hooper,  Mr  Cas- 
well, Mr  Vail,  Mr  Afh,  Mr  Hewes,  Mr  Samuel  Johnfton,  any  five  of  whom  to  be  a  Committee 
whofe  Bufinefs  it  fhafl  be  to  obtain  the  moft  early  and  authentick  IntelUgence,  of  all 
fuch  Acts  &  Refolutions  of  the  Britifh  Parliament,  or  Proceedings  of  Adminiftration 
as  may  relate  to  or  effect,  the  Britifh  Colonies  in  America,  and  to  keep  up  and  maintain 
a  Correfpondence  and  Communication  with  our  Sifter  Colonies  refpedting  thefe  im- 
portant Confiderations,  and  the  Refult  of  fuch  their  Proceedings  from  time  to  time  to 
lay  before  the  Houfe. 

Refolved  that  it  be  an  Inftrudtion  to  the  faid  Committee,  that  they  do,  without 
Delay,  inform  themfelves  particularly  of  the  Principles  and  Authority  on  which  was 
conftituted  a  Court  of  Inquiry  faid  to  have  been  lately  held  in  Rhode  Island,  with  powers 
to  tranfport  Perfons  accufed  of  Offences  committed  in  America  to  Places  beyond  the 
Seas  to  be  tried. 

Refolved,  that  the  Speaker  of  this  Houfe  write  refpedtful  Anfwers  to  the  Letters 
above  mentioned,  and  alfo  a  circular  Letter  of  Thanks,  to  the  Speakers  of  the  feveral 
Houfes  of  Affembly  who  have  fo  fpiritedly  adopted  the  Patriotic  Refolutions  and  Meaf- 
ures  of  the  truly  refpectable  Houfe  of  Burgeffes  of  Virginia,  &  for  their  obliging  com- 
munication thereof  to  this  Houfe,  inclofing  a  Copy  of  our  Proceedings  and  requefting  ffi 
them  to  lay  the  fame  before  their  refpedtive  Affemblies. 

By  order 

JAMES  GREEN,  Jun'  C'k 
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B  urgeffes. 


Accomac 

Southey  Simpfon 
James  Henry 

Fauquier 

James  Scott 
Thomas  Marfhall? 

Albemarle 

Thomas  Jefferfon 
John  Walker 

Fincaftle 

William  Chriftian 
Robert  Doak 

Amelia 

John  Tabb 
John  Winn 

Frederick 

James  Wood 
Ifaac  Zane 

Amherft 

Jofeph  Cabell 
♦William  Cabell 

Gloucefter 

Thomas  Whiting 
Lewis  Burwell 

Augufta 

Samuel  McDowell 
Charles  Lewis 

Goochland 

Thomas  Mann  Randolph 
John  Woodfon 

Bedford 

John  Talbot 
♦Charles  Lynch 

Halifax 

Nathaniel  Terry 
Ifaac  Coles 

Berkeley 

Robert  Rutherford 
Thomas  Hite 

Hampfhire 

James  Mercer 
Jofeph  Nevill 

Botetourt 

Andrew  Lewis 
John  Bowyer 

Hanover 

Patrick  Henry,  Jr. 
John  Syme 

Brunfwick 

Thomas  Stith 
Frederick  Maclin 

Henrico 

Samuel  Duval 
♦Richard  Adams 

Buckingham 
CaroUne 

Henry  Bell 
♦Charles  May 

Edmund  Pendleton 
James  Taylor 

Me  of  Wight 
James  City 

Richard  Hardy 
♦James  Bridger 

Lewis  Burwell 

Robert  Carter  Nicholas 

Charles  City 
Charlotte 
Chefterfield 
College,  The 

Benjamin  Harrifon 
William  Acrill 

Paul  Carrington 
James  Speed 

Archibald  Cary 
♦Benjamin  Watkins 

John  Randolph 

Jameftown 
King  &  Queen 

King  George 

King  William 

Champion  Travis 

George  Brooke 
John  Tayloe  Corbin 

William  Fitzhugh 
Jofeph  Jones 

William  Aylett 
♦Auguftine  Moore 

Culpeper 

Henry  Pendleton 
Henry  Field,  Jr. 

Lancafter 

Richard  Mitchell 
Charles  Carter 

Cumberland 

John  Fleming 
♦John  Mayo 

Loudoun 

Francis  Peyton 
♦Thomas  Mafon 

Dinwiddie 

Robert  Boiling 
John  Banifter 

Louifa 

♦Richard  Anderfon 
Thomas  Johnson 

Dunmore 

Francis  Slaughter 
Abraham  Bird 

Lunenburg 

Richard  Claiborne 
Thomas  Pettus 

Elizabeth  City 

Worlich  Weftwood 
Henry  King 

Mecklenburg 

♦Robert  Munford 
♦Matthew  Marrable 

Effex 

James  Edmundfon 
♦William  Roane 

Middlefex 

Edmund  Berkeley 
James  Montagu 

Fairfax 

♦George  Wafhington                 Nanfemond 
John  Weft 

the  Journal  to  have  been  prefeat  (luring  the  Session. 

♦Benjamin  Baker 
Lemuel  Riddick 

*Not  fhown  by 
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New  Kent  Burwell  Baffett 

Bartholomew  Dandridge 

Norfolk  Thomas  Newton,  Jr. 

James  Holt 

Norfolk  Borough  Jofeph  Hutchings 

Northampton       John  Burton 
John  Bowdoin 

Northumberland  Rodham  Kenner 

*Peter  P.  Thornton 


Orange 
Pittfylvania 


Thomas  Barbour 
James  Taylor 

Hugh  Innes 
*John  Donelfon 


Prince  Edward     Peter  Legrand 

♦Pafchal  Greenhill 


Prince  George 


Richard  Bland 
Peter  Poythrefs 


Prince  William     Henry  Lee 

Thomas  Blackburn 


Princefs  Anne 


Edward  H.  Mofeley,  Jr. 
Christopher  Wright 


Richmond 

Southampton 

Spotfylvania 

Stafford 

Surry 

Suffex 

Warwick 

Weftmoreland 

Williamfburg 
York 


*Not  fhown  by  the  Journal  to  have  been  prefent  during  the  Session. 


Robert  Wormley  Carter 
Francis  Lightfoot  Lee 

*Edwin  Gray 
*Henry  Taylor 

♦George  Stubblefield 
Mann  Page,  Jr. 

*John  Alexander 
♦Charles  Carter 

Allen  Cocke 
Nicholas  Faulcon,  Jr. 

David  Mafon 
Michael  Blow 

William  Harwood 
William  Langhorne 

Richard  Henry  Lee 
Richard  Lee 

Peyton  Randolph 

Dudley  Digges 
Thomas  Nelfon,  Jr. 


Changes  in   the   Perfonnel,    1774. 


Brunswick 
Caroline 
The  College 
Dunmore 
Louisa 
Orange 

Prince  William 
Sussex 


Frederick  Maclin  fucceeded  John  Jones 
James  Taylor  fucceeded  Walker  Taliaferro 
John  Randolph  fucceeded  John  Page 
Abraham  Bird  fucceeded  Joseph  Watfon 
Thomas  Johnfon  fucceeded  Dabney  Can- 
James  Taylor  fucceeded  Zachariah  Burnley 
Thomas  Blackburn  fucceeded  Foufhee  Tebbs 
Michael  Blow  fucceeded  Richard  Blunt 


The  following  names  do  not  appear  in  the  Journal,  but  are  found  in  the  lift  of  figners  of  the  Affoeiation 
formed  in  Williamfburg,  May  27th  1774: 


Jofeph  Cabell 

Charles  Carter,  of  Stafford 

Edwin  Gray 

Charles  Lynch 


Matthew  Marrable 
Charles  May 
Robert  Munford 
Henry  Taylor 


George  Wafhington 
Benjamin  Watkins 


By  his  "Excellency  3ol)it>  Earl  of  ~2Dunmore,  his 

Majefty's  Lieutenant  and  Governour  General  of  the  Col- 
ony and  Dominion  of  Virginia,  and  Vice  Admiral  of 
the  fame: 


A  PROCLAMATION. 


Virginia,  sc. 

Whereas  the  general  affembly  ftands  prorogued  to  the  third  Thurfday  in  next 
month,  but  I  find  no  urgent  occafion  for  their  meeting  at  that  time:  I  have  therefore 
thought  fit,  by  this  proclamation,  in  his  Majefty's  name,  farther  to  prorogue  the  faid 
affembly  to  the  fecond  Thurfday  in  Auguft  next. 

Given  under  my  hand,  and  the  feal  of  the  colony,  at  Williamfburg,  this  twentieth  day 
of  May,  1773,  and  in  the  thirteenth  year  of  his  Majefty's  reign. 


~2)unmore. 


GOD  SAVE  THE  KING. 


By  his  TExcelUltC?.  the  Right  Honourable  'Sofylt, 
Earl  of  ~H)uitmor£,  his  Majefty's  Lieutenant  and  Gov- 
ernour  General  of  the  Colony  and  Dominion  of  Vir- 
ginia* and  Vice  Admiral  of  the  fame : 


A  PROCLAMATION. 


Virginia,  sc. 


Whereas  the  general  affembly  ftands  prorogued  to  the  fecond  Thurfday  in  the  next 
month,  but  I  find  no  urgent  occafion  for  their  meeting  at  that  time:  I  have  therefore 
thought  fit,  by  this  proclamation,  in  his  Majefty's  name,  farther  to  prorogue  the  faid 
Affembly  to  the  fecond  Thurfday  in  November  next. 

Given  under  my  hand,  and  the  feal  of  the  colony,  at  Williamfburg,  this  8  th  day  of  July, 
1773,  and  in  the  thirteenth  year  of  his  Majefty's  reign. 

~3)uitmore. 

GOD  SAVE  THE  KING. 


By  his  HExcelleitC?,  the  Right  Honourable  ^ofylt. 
Earl  of  ~3)u.ltmore,  his  Majefty's  Lieutenant  and  Gov- 
ernour  General  of  the  Colony  and  Dominion  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  Vice  Admiral  of  the  fame: 


A  PROCLAMATION. 


Virginia,  sc. 


Whereas,  the  general  affembly  ftands  prorogued  to  the  fecond  Thursday  in  the 
next  month,  but  I  find  no  urgent  occafion  for  their  meeting  at  that  time ;  I  have  there- 
fore thought  fit,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  his  Majefty's  Council,  by  this  proclamation 
in  his  Majefty's  name,  farther  to  prorogue  the  faid  Affembly  to  the  firft  Thurfday  in 
May  next,  at  which  time  I  require  their  attendance  at  the  Capitol,  in  the  city  of  Wil- 
Hamfburg,  for  the  difpatch  of  public  bufinefs. 

Given  under  my  hand,  and  the  feal  of  the  colony,  at  Williamfburg  aforefaid,  this  19  th 
day  of  October,  1773,  and  in  the  13th  year  of  his  Majefty's  reign. 

~3)unmore. 

GOD  SAVE  THE  KING. 


T) 


JOURNAL 


of  th( 


House  of  B 


OUSE  OF  DURGESSES 


I5l)urs6ay.  tye  5tl)  of  3ttaj.  14  <Beo.  III.  1774. 

THE  Houfe  met  purfuant  to  the  laft  Prorogation ; 
Several  Members  returned  upon  new  Writs  having  taken  the  Oaths 
appointed  to  be  taken  by  Act  of  Parliament,  and  repeated  and  fubfcribed 
the  Teft,  took  their  Places  in  the  Houfe. 
And  there  not  being  fifty  Members  befides  the  Speaker,  prefent ; 
The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Tomorrow  Morning  ten  of  the  Clock. 


A 


Tri6a?.  tbe  6tb  of  5tta?.  14  <Bco.  lit.  1774. 

Meffage  from  the  Governor  by  John  Blair,  Efquire,  Clerk  of  the  Council. 
Mr  Speaker, 

The  Governor  commands  this  Houfe  to  attend  his  Excellency,  immediately, 
in  the  Council  Chamber. 


Accordingly  Mr  Speaker,  with  the  Houfe  went  up  to  attend  his  Excellency. 

And  being  returned; 

Mr  Speaker  reported,  that  the  Houfe  had  attended  the  Governor,  in  the  Council 
Chamber,  where  his  Excellency  was  pleafed  to  make  a  Speech  to  the  Council  and  this 
Houfe,  of  which  Mr  Speaker  faid,  he  had,  to  prevent  Mif takes,  obtained  a  Copy ;  which 
he  read  to  the  Houfe,  and  is  as  followeth,  viz: 

Gentlemen  of  the  Council,  Mr  Speaker,  and 
Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Burgeffes. 

Having  had  nothing  in  particular  charge  from  His  Majefty  to  offer  to  your  confedera- 
tion, I  have  confulted  only  your  own  eafe  in  the  time  of  Affembling  you  for  the  neceffary 
bufiness  of  the  Colony;  in  which  I  recommend  to  you  to  proceed  with  that  dif patch  which 
the  Publick  convenience  requires. 

Mr  Speaker  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe 
of  Burgeffes. 
I  have  not  at  this  time  anything  to  require  of  you;    but  I  hope  that  your  refolutions 
on  the  various  matters,  which  fhall  be  the  fubjed  of  your  deliberation,  may  be  influenced 
by  prudence  and  Moderation. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Council,  Mr  Speaker,  and 
Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Burgeffes. 
My  Ardent  deflre  faithfully  to  promote  the  Service  of  His  Majefty,  who  ever  Evinces 
the  good  of  His  People  to  be  the  firft  objed  of  His  thoughts,  will  make  me  Heartily  concur 

with 


[  74] 

with  you  in  all  meafures,  and  affent  to  all  fuch  Laws  as  fhall  be  for  the  welfare  and  true 
intereft  of  this  Country. 

Refolved,  that  an  humble  Addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Excellency  the  Governor, 
returning  him  the  Thanks  of  this  Houfe  for  his  kind  Speech  at  the  Opening  of  this  Sef- 
fion ;  to  affure  his  Lordfhip,  that  we  will  proceed  with  that  coolnefs  and  deliberation  81 
which  ought  ever  to  influence  our  Councils ;  and  that  we  will  give  the  important  bufinefs 
of  the  Country,  on  which  we  are  now  Affembled,  all  the  dif patch  that  the  nature  of  it 
will  admit. 

That,  as  it  will  ever  afford  us  much  Pleafure  to  obferve  an  increafe  of  his  Excel- 
lency's domeftic  felicity,  We  embrace  this  earlieft  opportunity,  that  hath  prefented 
itfelf,  of  congratulating  him  on  the  happy  arrival  of  the  Right  honourable  the  Countefs 
of  Dunmore,  his  Lordfhip's  very  amiable  and  moft  refpectable  Lady,  with  their  Children, 
whom  we  confider  as  fo  many  Pledges  of  our  mutual  happinefs. 

Ordered,  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  draw  up  an  Addrefs,  to  be  prefented 
to  the  Governor,  upon  the  faid  Refolution. 

And  a  Committee  was  appointed  of  Mr  Treasurer,  and   Mr  Richard  Henry  Lee. 

Ordered,  that  the  Governor's  Speech  to  the  Council  and  this  Houfe  be  referred 
to  the  faid  Committee. 

Refolved,  that  the  Governor's  Speech  be  taken  into  Confideration  upon  Monday  next. 

Refolved,  that  this  Houfe  will,  upon  Monday  next,  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  take  into  Confideration  the  Governor's  Speech. 

Ordered,  that  the  Reverend  Thomas  Price  be  continued  Chaplain  to  this  Houfe, 
and  that  he  attend  to  read  Prayers  at  ten  of  the  Clock  every  Morning  in  the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Bland  do  go  to  the  Council,  and  acquaint  them,  that  the  Chaplain  «2 
will  attend  to  read  Prayers  at  ten  of  the  Clock  every  Morning  in  the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  an  Addrefs  be  made  to  the  Governor  to  order  a  new  Writ  to  iffue 
for  the  electing  of  a  Burgefs,  ■  to  ferve  in  the  prefent  General  Affembly,  for  the  County 
of  Caroline  in  the  room  of  Mr  Walker  Taliaferro,  who,  fince  his  Election  for  the  faid 
County,  hath  accepted  the  Office  of  Sherif  of  the  faid  County;  and  that  Mr  Edmund 
Pendleton  do  wait  upon  his  Excellency  with  the  faid  Addrefs. 

Ordered,  that  an  Addrefs  be  made  to  the  Governor,  to  order  a  new  Writ  to  iffue 
for  the  electing  of  a  Burgefs,2  to  ferve  in  this  prefent  General  Affembly,  for  the  County 
of  Dunmore  in  the  room  of  Mr  Joseph  Watfon,  deceafed ;  and  that  Mr  Mercer  do  wait 
upon  his  Excellency  with  the  faid  Addrefs. 

Ordered,  that  an  Addrefs  be  made  to  the  Governor,  to  order  a  new  Writ  to  iffue 
for  the  electing  of  a  Burgefs, J  to  ferve  in  this  prefent  General  Affembly,  for  the  County 
of  Louifa,  in  the  room  of  Mr  Dabney  Carr,  deceafed,  and  that  Mr  Edmund  Pendleton  do 
wait  upon  his  Excellency  with  the  faid  Addrefs. 

Ordered,  that  an  Addrefs  be  made  to  the  Governor,  to  order  a  new  Writ  to  iffue 
for  the  electing  of  a  Burgefs,  *  to  ferve  in  this  prefent  General  Affembly  for  the  County 
of  Prince  William,  in  the  room  of  Mr  Foufhee  Tebbs,  who,  fince  his  election  for  the  faid 
County,  hath  accepted  the  Office  of  Infpector  of  Tobacco ;  and  that  Mr  Henry  Lee  do 
wait  upon  his  Excellency  with  the  faid  Addrefs. 

Ordered,  that  an  Addrefs  be  made  to  the  Governor  to  order  a  new  Writ  to  iffue 
for  the  electing  of  a  Burgefs 5  to  ferve  in  this  prefent  General  Affembly  for  the  County 
of  Suffex,  in  the  Room  of  Mr  Richard  Blunt,  deceafed;  and  that  Mr  David  Mafon  do 
wait  upon  his  Excellency  with  the  faid  Addrefs. 

Ordered,  that  an  Addrefs  be  made  to  the  Governor  to  order  a  new  Writ  to  iffue 
for  the  electing  of  a  Burgefs, 6  to  ferve  in  the  prefent  General  Affembly,  for  the  College 
of  William  and  Mary,  in  the  room  of  Mr  John  Page,  junior,  who,  fince  his  Election  for 
the  faid  College,  hath  been  appointed  one  of  his  Majefty's  Council  of  this  Colony;  and 
that  Mr  Harrifon  do  wait  upon  his  Excellency  with  the  faid  Addrefs. 

A 

■    James  Taylor.        s   Abraham  Bird.       3    Thomas  Johnfon.        4    Thomas  Blackburn.        s   David  Blow. 
*    John  Randolph. 
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A  Member  returned  upon  a  now  Writ,  having  taken  the  Oaths  appointed  to  be 
taken  by  Act  of  Parliament,  and  repeated  and  fubfcribed  the  Teft,  took  his  place  in 
the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  an  Addrefs  be  made  to  the  Governor,  to  order  a  new  Writ  to  iffue 
for  the  electing  of  a  Burgefs, '  to  ferve  in  this  prefent  General  Affembly,  for  the  County 
of  Brunfwick,  in  the  room  of  Mr  John  Jones,  who  fince  his  Election  for  the  faid  County 
hath  accepted  the  Office  of  Sherif  of  the  faid  County ;  and  that  Mr  Stith  do  wait  upon 
his  Excellency  with  the  faid  Addrefs. 

Ordered,  that  an  Addrefs  be  made  to  the  Governor,  to  order  a  new  Writ  to  iffue 

w  for  the  electing  of  a  Burgefs, 2  to  ferve  in  this  prefent  General  Affembly,  for  the  County 

of  Orange,  in  the  room  of  Mr  Zachariah  Burnley,  who,  fince  his  Election  for  the  faid 

County,  hath  accepted  the  Office  of  Sherif  of  the  faid  County ;   and  that  Mr  Aylett  do 

wait  upon  his  Excellency  with  the  faid  Addrefs. 

Ordered,  that  Robert  Hyland,  William  Hicks,  John  Creagh,  and  William  Drinkard 
be  appointed  Door-keepers  to  this  Houfe ;  and  that  they  give  their  Attendance  accord- 
ingly. 

Ordered,  that  a  Committee  for  Religion  be  appointed. 

And  a  Committee  was  appointed  of  Mr  Treasurer,  Mr  Harwood,  Mr  Richard  Lee, 
Mr  Patrick  Henry,  Mr  Bland,  Mr  Hntchings,  Mr  Lewis  Burwell,  of  James  City,  Mr  David 
Mafon,  Mr  Harrifon,  Mr  Digges,  Mr  Nelfon,  Mr  Innes,  Mr  Berkeley,  Mr  Edmund  Pendleton, 
Mr  Mitchell,  Mr  Aylett,  Mr  Wright,  Mr  Richard  Henry  Lee,  Mr  Francis-Lightfoot  Lee,  Mr 
Wood,  Mr  Henry  Lee,  Mr  Fitzhugh,  Mr  Jones,  Mr  Boiling,  Mr  DuVal,  Mr  Weft,  Mr  Page, 
and  Mr  Mercer.  And  they  are  to  meet  and  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  and  to  take  into 
their  Confideration  all  matters  and  things  relating  to  Religion  and  Morality,  and  all 
fuch  as  fhall  be  from  time  to  time  referred  to  them  and  report  their  Proceedings,  with 
their  Opinions  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe ;  and  the  faid  Committee  are  to  have  Power  to 
fend  for  Perfons,  Papers  and  Records  for  their  Information. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Richard  Cary  be  appointed  Clerk  to  the  faid  Committee. 

Ordered,  that  a  Committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections  be  appointed. 
85  And  a  Cotnmittee  was  appointed  of  Mr  Edmund  Pendleton,  Mr  Treasurer,  Mr  Bland, 

Mr  Harrifon,  Mr  Lewis  Burwell,  of  James  City,  Mr  Digges,  Mr  Patrick  Henry,  Mr  Nelfon, 
Mr  Richard  Lee,  Mr  Whitinge,  Mr  Harwood,  Mr  Robert  Wormeley  Carter,  Mr  Dandridge, 
Mr  Holt,  Mr  Boiling,  Mr  Baffett,  Mr  Jones,  Mr  Richard  Henry  Lee,  Mr  Francis  Lightfoot 
Lee,  Mr  Fitzhugh,  Mr  Henry  Lee,  Mr  David  Mafon,  Mr  Weft,  and  Mr  Mercer. 

And  they  are  to  meet  and  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  and  to  examine  in  the  firft 
place  all  returns  of  Writs  for  electing  Burgeffes,  to  ferve  in  this  prefent  General  Affem- 
bly, and  compare  the  fame  with  the  form  prefcribed  by  Law;  and  to  take  into  their 
Confideration  all  fuch  Matters,  as  fhall  or  may  come  in  queftion,  touching  returns, 
Elections,  and  Privileges,  and  to  Report  their  Proceedings,  with  their  Opinions  there- 
upon from  time  to  time,  to  the  Houfe:  and  the  faid  Committee  are  to  have  Power  to 
fend  for  Perfons,  Papers  and  Records  for  their  Information. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Edmund  Pendleton,  junior,  be  appointed  Clerk  to  the  faid  Com- 
mittee. 

Refolved,  that,  in  all  Cafes  of  controverted  Elections  to  be  heard  at  the  Bar  of  this 
Houfe,  or  before  the  Committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections,  the  Petitioners  do  by 
themfelves,  or  by  their  Agents,  within  a  convenient  time  to  be  appointed  either  by 
the  Houfe,  or  the  Committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections,  as  the  matter  to  be  heard 
fhall  be,  before  the  Houfe,  or  the  faid  Committee,  deliver  to  the  fitting  Members,  or 
their  Agents,  lifts  of  the  Perfons  intended  by  the  Petitioners  to  be  objected  to,  who 
voted  for  the  fitting  Members,  giving,  in  the  faid  lifts,  the  feveral  heads  of  Objection, 
and  diftinguifhing  the  fame  againft  the  Names  of  the  Voters  excepted  to ;  and  that  the 
fitting  Members  do,  by  themfelves,  or  their  Agents,  within  the  fame  time,  deliver  the 
like  lifts,  on  their  part,  to  the  Petitioners,  or  their  Agents. 

Ordered,  that  a  Committee  of  Propofitions  and  Grievances  be  appointed. 

And 

«    Henry  Tazewell.  2   James  Taylor. 
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And  a  Committee  was  appointed  of  Mr  Bland,  Mr  Treafurer,  Mr  Harrifon,  Mr  Richard 
Henry  Lee,  Mr  Lewis  Burwell,  of  James  City,  Mr  Digges,  Mr  Harwood,  Mr  N  elf  on,  Mr 
Baffett,  Mr  ylm//,  Mr  Patrick  Henry,  Mr  Hatchings,  Mr  Newton,  Mr  Richard  Lee,  Mr 
David  Mafon,  Mr  Whitinge,  Mr  Poythrefs,  Mr  Boiling,  Mr  Berkeley,  Mr  Edmund  Pendleton, 
Mr  Ay/e»,  Mr  Hoft,  Mr  Corbin,  Mr  Page,  Mr  Cwfee,  Mr  We/'/,  Mr  Jones,  Mr  .Robert  Wormley 
Carter,  Mr  Francis  Lightfoot  Lee,  Mr  Wood,  Mr  Dandridge,  Mr  Fitzhngh,  Mr  Edmondfon, 
Mr  Henry  Lee,  Mr  Mercer,  Mr  Brooke,  and  Mr  Bowdoin.  And  they  are  to  meet  and 
adjourn  from  day  to  day,  and  to  take  into  their  Confideration  all  Propofitions  and 
Grievances  that  fhall  come  legally  certified  to  this  Affembly,  and  to  report  their  Pro- 
ceedings, with  their  Opinions  thereupon,  from  time  to  time,  to  the  Houfe:  and  all  fuch 
Propofitions  and  Grievances  are  to  be  delivered  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Houfe,  and  by  him 
to  the  faid  Committee  of  Courfe:  and  the  faid  Committee  are  to  have  Power  to  fend 
for  Perfons,  Papers  and  Records  for  their  Information. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Edmund  Pendleton,  junior,  be  appointed  Clerk  to  the  faid  Com- 
mittee. 

Ordered,  that  a  Committee  of  Publick  Claims  be  appointed. 

And  a  Committee  was  appointed  of  Mr  Richard  Lee,  Mr  Newton,  Mr  David  Mafon, 
Mr  Harwood,  Mr  Poythrefs,  Mr  Pettus,  Mr  Corbin,  Mr  Langhome,  Mr  Scott,  Mr  Stith,  Mr 
Chriftian,  and  Mr  Neavill.  And  they  are  to  meet  and  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  and 
to  take  into  their  Confideration  all  publick  Claims,  referred  from  the  laft  to  this  Seffion 
of  Affembly,  and  alfo  all  fuch  Claims  as  fhall  be  regularly  certified  and  prefented  to  this 
Seffion,  and  to  report  their  Proceedings,  with  their  Opinions  thereupon  to  the  Houfe, 
when  they  have  gone  through  the  faid  Claims;  and  all  Perfons  that  have  any  Claims 
are  to  deliver  them  to  the  faid  Committee  of  Courfe:  and  the  faid  Committee  are  to 
have  Power  to  fend  for  Perfons,  Papers  and  Records  for  their  Information. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Hind  Ruff  ell  be  appointed  Clerk  to  the  faid  Committee. 

Ordered,  that  a  Committee  for  Courts  of  Juftice  be  appointed. 

And  a  Committee  was  appointed  of  Mr  Richard  Henry  Lee,  Mr  Pettus,  Mr  Weftwood, 
Mr  King,  Mr  Langhome,  Mr  Holt,  Mr  LeGrand,  Mr  Dandridge,  Mr  Edmondfon,  and  Mr 
Stith.  And  they  are  to  meet  and  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  and  to  take  into  their 
Confideration  all  matters  relating  to  Courts  of  Juftice,  and  fuch  other  matters  as  fhall 
from  time  to  time  be  referred  to  them,  and  to  report  their  Proceedings,  with  their 
Opinions  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe;  and  the  faid  Committee  are  to  infpecl;  the  Journal 
of  the  laft  Seffion,  and  draw  up  a  ftate  of  the  matters  then  depending  and  undetermined, 
and  the  Progrefs  that  was  made  therein,  and  report  the  fame  to  the  Houfe;  and  alfo 
examine  what  Laws  have  expired  fince  the  laft  Seffion,  and  infpect  fuch  temporary 
Laws  as  will  expire  with  the  end  of  this  Seffion,  or  are  near  expiring,  and  report  the 
fame  to  the  Houfe,  with  their  Opinions  which  of  them  are  fit  to  be  revived  and  continued : 
and  the  faid  Committee  are  to  have  Power  to  fend  for  Perfons,  Papers  and  Records  for 
their  Information. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Edmund  Randolph  be  appointed  Clerk  to  the  faid  Committee. 

Ordered,  that  a  Committee  of  Trade  be  appointed. 

And  a  Committee  was  appointed  of  Mr  Harrifon,  Mr  Hutchings,  Mr  Newton,  Mr 
Whitinge,  Mr  Treafurer,  Mr  Innes,  Mr  Travis,  Mr  Pettus,  Mr  Acrill,  Mr  Bland,  Mr  Wright, 
Mr  Mitchell,  Mr  Brooke,  Mr  Bowdoin,  Mr  Faulcon,  and  Mr  Neavill.  And  they  are  to  meet 
and  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  and  to  take  into  their  Confideration  all  things  relating 
to  the  Trade  of  this  Colony,  and  all  matters  that  fhall  be  from  time  to  time  referred 
to  them,  and  report  their  Proceedings,  with  their  Opinions  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe: 
and  the  faid  Committee  are  to  have  Power  to  fend  for  Perfons,  Papers  and  Records  for 
their  Information. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Richard  Cary  be  appointed  Clerk  to  the  faid  Committee. 

Refolved,  that  eleven  of  the  Committee's  for  Religion,  Privileges  and  Elections, 
and  Propofitions  and  Grievances,  and  five  of  any  other  Committee,  be  a  fufficient 
number  to  proceed  on  Bufmefs. 

M* 


H7 
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Mr  Speaker  acquainted  the  Houfe,  that  he  had  received  Letters  from  the  Speakers 
of  feveral  of  the  lower  Houfe  of  Affembly  of  the  Britifh  Colonies  in  America,  with  other 
Papers,  upon  the  fubjecl  Matters  which  were  referred  to  the  ftanding  Committee  of 
Correfpondence  and  inquiry. ' 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Letters  and  Papers  be  laid  before  this  Houfe  upon  this  day 
fortnight. 

And  then  the  Houfe  adjourned  till  Tomorrow  Morning  eleven  of  the  Clock. 


Satur6a?,  tl)e  7tl)  of  ^lay,  U  <&*o.  III.  l?74. 

TWO  members  returned  upon  new  Writs,  having  taken  the  Oaths  appointed 
to  be  taken  by  Act  of  Parliament,  and  repeated  and  fubferibed  the  Teft, 
took  their  places  in  the  Houfe. 

A  Petition  of  John  Dames  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read ;  fetting 
forth,  that  the  Petitioner,  having  the  care  of  the  Fort  at  Old  Point  Comfort,  had 
ever  fince  the  Month  of  February  laft  paft  conftantly  kept  up  a  good  light  at  that 
place  every  Night,  which  had  been  of  great  utility  and  fingular  advantage  to  Veffels 
coming  in  from  Sea  and  paffmg  up  and  down  Chefapeake  Bay ;  and  therefore  praying 
the  Houfe  to  take  the  matter  into  confideration,  and  allow  him,  out  of  the  fund  appro- 
priated to  the  building  a  light-houfe  at  Cape-Henry,1  fuch  annual  ftipend  as  fhall  be 
judged  adequate  to  his  Service. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
of  Trade ;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  fame,  with  their 
Opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe. 

90  A  Petition  of  Clementina  Rind,  praying  that  fhe  may  be  appointed  Printer  to  the 
Public,  in  the  room  of  her  Hufband,  Mr  William  Rind,  deceafed,  and  alfo. 

A  Petition  of  Alexander  Pur  die,  Printer  for  the  fame ;  and  alfo. 

A  Petition  of  John  Dixon  for  the  fame. 

Were  feverally  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petitions  be  feverally  taken  into  Confideration  upon  Tuefday 
the  twenty -fourth  day  of  this  inftant  May. 

A  Petition  of  the  upper  Inhabitants  of  the  County  of  Stafford,  whofe  names  are 
thereunto  fubferibed,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe  and  read ;  praying  that,  if  the  Counties 
of  Stafford  and  King  George  fhould  be  divided  by  the  Line,  made  in  purfuance  of  the 
Act  of  General  Affembly,  intituled  A n  A6t*  to  appoint  Commiffioners  to  ftrike  a  dividing 
Line  between  the  Counties  of  Stafford  and  King  George,  the  County  above  the  faid  line  may 
be  called  by  the  Name  of  Stafford. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  do  lie  upon  the  Table  until  the  Perfons  appointed 
by  the  faid  Acl;  fhall  make  a  Report  of  their  Proceedings. 

Mr  Treafurer  reported  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  draw  up  an  Addrefs  to 
be  prefented  to  the  Governor,  that  the  Committee  had  drawn  up  an  Addrefs  accord- 
ingly, which  they  had  directed  him  to  report  to  the  Houfe ;  and  he  read  the  fame  in  his 
Place,  and  afterwards  delivered  it  in  at  the  Clerk's  Table;  where  the  fame  was  read, 
and  is  as  followeth,  viz. 

91  My  Lord, 

We  his  Majefty's  Moft  dutiful  and  loyal  Subjects,  the  Burgeffes  of  Virginia,  now 
met  in  General  Affembly,  beg  leave  to  return  your  Excellency  our  unfeigned  Thanks  for 
your  kind  Speech  at  the  opening  of  this  Seffion. 

Senfible,  as  we  are,  of  the  Importance  of  that  Variety  of  Bufinefs,  which  will  probably 
come  before  us,  we  fhall  efteem  it  our  bounden  Duty  to  proceed  in  the  difcuffion  of  it  with 

Coolnefs 

1  See  Committee  of  Correfpondence,  pp.  41-64.  2  £6ooo  appropriated  by  Act  of  February  12,  1772. 

3  Hening's,  VIII,  p.  601. 


[   78] 

Coolnefs  Deliberation  and  as  much  Dif patch  as  Circumstances  will  admit;  and  we  flatter 
ourfelves  that  every  Refolution  we  may  find  it  expedient  to  adopt,  will  be  marked  with  that 
Prudence  and  Moderation,  which  you  are  pleafed  to  recommend. 

The  fatherly  Attention  of  our  moft  gracious  Sovereign  to  the  Happinefs  of  his  Subjeds, 
in  making  the  Good  of  his  People  the  firft  object  of  his  Thoughts,  cannot  but  impress  our 
Minds  with  the  liveliest  Senfe  of  Duty  and  Gratitude;  and  it  is  with  great  Satiffadion 
that  we  receive  from  your  Excellency  thofe  earneft  Affurances,  that  you  will  heartily  concur 
with  us  in  all  Meafures,  and  affent  to  all  fuck  Laws  as  fhall  be  for  the  Welfare  and  true 
Interest  of  this  Colony. 

It  will  ever,  My  Lord,  afford  us  much  Pleafure  to  obferve  an  Increafe  of  your  domeftick 
Felicity;  we  therefore,  with  the  greatest  cordiality,  embrace  this  firft  Opportunity  to  con- 
gratulate your  Excellency  on  the  liappy  Arrival  of  the  Right  Honourable  the  Countefs  of 
Dunmore,'  your  Lordfhip's  amiable  and  moft  refpedable  Lady,  with  fo  many  promifing 
Branches  of  your  noble  Family;  an  Event  which  we  confider  as  having  brought  with  it  the 
fureft  Pledges  of  our  mutual  Happinefs. 

The  faid  Addrefs  being  read  a  fecond  time; 

Refolved,  nemine  contradicente,  that  the  Houfe  doth  agree  with  the  Committee 
in  the  faid  Addrefs,  to  be  prefented  to  the  Governor. 

Refolved,  that  the  faid  Addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Excellency  by  the  whole  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  the  Gentlemen  who  drew  up  the  faid  Addrefs  do  wait  upon  the 
Governor,  to  know  his  pleafure  when  this  Houfe  fhall  attend  his  Excellency  to  prefent 
their  Addrefs. 

A  Petition  of  Benjamin  Waller  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read ;  fetting  forth, 
that  by  an  Act  of  the  laft  General  Affembly,  intituled  An  Act2  to  enable  Henrietta 
Marmillod  to  fell  and  difpofe  of  the  Eftate  devifed  to  her  by  her  brother  Nathaniel 
Walthoe,  Efquire,  deceafed,  notwithftanding  her  Coverture,  the  faid  Henrietta  was 
enabled  to  difpofe  of  all  or  any  part  of  the  Houfes,  Tenements  and  Lots  or  parcels  of 
land,  with  the  Appurtenances,  in  this  Colony,  and  other  Eftate,  given  and  devifed 
to  her  by  the  laft  Will  and  Teftament  of  the  faid  Nathaniel,  and  to  give  fufficient  receipts 
and  difcharges  for  the  Confideration  Monies  in  the  fame  manner  as  if  fhe  were  a  feme 
fole,  and  that  the  Petitioner  by  Authority  from  the  faid  Henrietta,  and  Mary  Hart  and 
Martha  Hart,  the  other  devifees  of  the  faid  Nathaniel,  had  fold  and  conveyed  the  faid 
Tenements,  Houfes  and  Lots  to  f everal  Perfons ;  but  that  the  Petitioner  had  lately  been 
advifed  the  faid  Act  was  not  likely  to  be  reported  by  the  board  of  Trade  to  his  Majefty 
for  his  Affent,  there  having  been  no  previous  Notice  of  application  to  the  laft  Affembly 
for  the  fame ;  and  that  it  would  be  expedient  to  obtain  a  new  Act  for  the  fame  Purpofes, 
or  to  confirm  the  Titles  to  the  Purchafers;  and  that  the  Petitioner  had  given  Notice 
that  application  would  be  made  to  this  prefent  General  Affembly  for  fuch  new  Act ;  and 
therefore  praying  that  leave  may  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  confirm  the  faid  Titles. 

Ordered,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  according  to  the  Prayer  of  the  faid 
Petition;  and  the  Mr  Edmund  Pendleton  and  Mr  Attorney  General  do  prepare,  and  bring 
in  the  fame. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Edmund  Pendleton  and  Mr  Mercer  have  leave  to  be  abfent  from 
the  Service  of  this  Houfe  until  Tuefday  fortnight. 

And  then  the  Houfe  adjourned  till  Monday  Morning  next  eleven  of  the  Clock. 

5tfcon6a?. 

■  Williamfburg  Gazette,  March  3,  1774,  p.  2.  *  Hening's,  VIII,  p.  627. 
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Mtonda?,  tye  9tl)  of  Vila?.  14  Geo.  UL  1774. 

MR   B/awd  reported  from  the  Committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections,  that  the 
Committee  had,  according  to    Order,  examined    the   Returns  of   feveral 
Writs  for  electing  Burgeffes  to  ferve  in   this  prefent  General   Affemblv, 
and  compared  the  fame  with  the  form  prefcribed  by  Law,  and  had  come  to 
feveral  Refolutions,  which  they  had  directed  him  to  report  to  the  Houfe ;  and  he  read 
the  Report  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  it  in  at  the  Clerk's  Table;  where  the 
Refolutions  of  the  Committee  were  read,  and  are  as  followeth,  viz. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  Returns  of  the  feveral 
Writs  for  electing  Burgeffes  to  ferve  in  this  prefent  General  Affembly  for  the  Counties 
of  Charlotte,  Fincaftle,  Frederick,  Hampfhire,  Stafford,  and  Surry,  and  for  the  College 
of  William  and  Mary,  are  made  in  the  form  prefcribed  by  Law. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  Returns  of  the  feveral 
Writs  for  electing  Burgeffes  to  ferve  in  this  prefent  General  Affembly  for  the  Counties 
of  Fauquier,  Hanover,  Northampton,  and  Northumberland,  are  not  made  in  the  form 
prefcribed  by  Law. 

The  faid  Refolutions  being  feverally  read  a  fecond  time,  were,  upon  the  Queftion 
feverally  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  the  feveral  Returns  of  the  Writs  for  electing  Burgeffes  to  ferve  in 
this  prefent  General  Affembly  for  the  Counties  of  Hanover,  Northampton,  and  Northum- 
berland, be  amended  by  the  Clerk  at  the  Table. 

And  the  faid  Returns  were  amended  by  the  Clerk  accordingly. 

Ordered,  that  the  Sherif  of  the  County  of  Fauquier  be  fent  for,  in  Cuftody  of  the 
Serjeant  at  Arms,  to  amend  his  return  of  the  Writ  for  electing  a  Burgefs  to  ferve  in 
this  prefent  General  Affembly  for  the  faid  County. 

Mr  Richard  Henry  Lee  reported  from  the  Committee  for  Courts  of  Juftice,  that  the 
faid  Committee  had,  according  to  order,  infpected  the  Journal  of  the  laft  Seffion  of 
Affembly,  and  drawn  up  a  ftate  of  the  matters  then  depending  and  undetermined,  and 
the  progrefs  that  was  made  therein;  and  had  directed  him  to  report  the  fame,  as  it 
appeared  to  them,  to  the  Houfe;  and  he  read  the  Report  in  his  place,  and  after- 
wards delivered  it  in  at  the  Clerk's  Table;  where  the  fame  was  read,  and  is  as  followeth, 
viz: 

It  appears  to  your  Committee,  that,  at  the  firft  Seffion  of  this  prefent  General 
Affembly,  the  Petition  of  feveral  Perfons  of  the  County  of  Botetourt,  inhabiting  the 
place  called  the  Cow  Pafture,  and  on  Craigs  Creek,  and  James  River,  praying  that  a  Road 
may  be  made  over  the  South  Mountain  at  the  expence  of  the  Publick,  was  prefented 
to  the  Houfe  and  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Trade ;  that  the  faid  Committee 
reported  that  they  had  examined  the  matter  of  the  faid  Petitions,  and  had  come  to 
feveral  Refolutions  thereupon,  which  were  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe,  and  are  as 
followeth,  viz.  That  the  further  Confideration  of  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  till  the 
then  next  Seffion  of  Affembly;  and  that  Commiffioners  be  appointed  to  examine  the 
place  propofed  for  the  faid  Road,  who  were  to  report  the  conveniences  and  Inconven- 
iences thereof  to  the  then  next  Seffion  of  Affembly. 

That  a  Petition  of  fflndry  Inhabitants  of  the  County  of  Nanfemond,  refiding  in 
that  Part  of  the  faid  County,  which  is  on  the  South  fide  of  the  River  Nottoway,  fetting 
forth  that  they  are  about  thirty  Miles  diftant  from  the  Court  Houfe  of  their  County, 
but  not  more  than  thirteen  Miles  from  the  Court  of  the  County  of  Southampton ;  and 
therefore  praying,  that  an  Act  may  pafs  for  adding  the  aforefaid  part  of  the  County  of 
Nanfemond  to  the  faid  County  of  Southampton ; 

Alfo,  that  a  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Parifh  of  Stratton  Major  in  the 
County  of  King  and  Queen,  fetting  forth  that  the  Petitioners  for  feveral  Years  paft 
have  been  oppreffed  and  aggrieved  by  the  arbitrary  illegal  and  unwarrantable  Pro- 
ceedings 


[80] 

ceedings  of  their  Ve£try ;  that  the  faid  Veftry  unneceffarily  built  a  very  coftly  church 
in  the  faid  Parifh,  and  fuffered  others  more  conveniently  fituated  to  become  ruinous; 
that  the  faid  Veftry  have  chofen  one  of  their  Members  Clerk  of  the  Veftry  and  continue 
him  in  Office,  contrary  to  Law,  and  have  not  obferved  and  fulfilled  the  directions  of 
the  Act  of  General  Affembly  in  the  Appointment  of  Proceffioners,  and  regiftering 
their  Proceedings ;  and  praying  that  the  faid  Veftry  may  be  diffolved : " 

Alfo,  that  a  Petition  of  feveral  Inhabitants  of  the  Parifh  of  Dryfdale,  in  the  County 
of  Caroline,  taking  Notice  of  an  application  intended  to  be  made  to  the  Houfe  for  a 
divifion  of  the  faid  Parifh,  and  fetting  forth  that  the  Petitioners  think  the  divifion 
unreafonable  and  reprefenting  that  it  would  not  relieve  thofe  who  wifh  for  it,  without 
deferting  both  the  prefent  Churches  in  the  Parifh,  and  building  others;  and  praying 
that  the  faid  Parifh  may  not  be  divided : 

Alfo,  that  feveral  Petitions  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  County  of  Caroline,  fetting 
forth,  that  the  Rivers  Mattapony  and  Pamunkey  are  capable  of  an  extenfive  Navigation, 
which  might  confiderably  leffen  the  expence  of  carrying  Commodities  to  Market ;  that 
all  Rivers,  as  the  Petitioners  conceive,  ought  to  remain  open  not  only  for  the  Purpofes 
of  Commerce,  but  that  the  paffage  for  fifh  being  free,  all  Men  may  equally  partake  of  97 
that  natural  fupply  of  Provifions;  and  that  the  General  Affembly  with  a  view  to  fuch 
defirable  Ends,  have  empowered  Truftees  to  receive  Subfcriptions  for  clearing  Mattapony 
and  Pamunkey,  in  Confequence  of  which  feveral  fums  of  Money  were  railed,  and  laid 
out ;  but  the  good  Intention  of  the  legiflature  have  been  wholly  defeated  by  the  erecting 
Mill-Dams,  and  fetting  Fifh  Hedges  and  Stops,  acrofs  the  faid  Rivers,  and  humbly 
fubmitting  it  to  the  Wifdom  of  the  Houfe  to  provide  an  effectual  Remedy  to  remove 
all  prefent  Obftructions,  and  prevent  them  for  the  future,  were  feverally  prefented  to 
the  Houfe,  and  read,  and  deferred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  then  next  Seffion  of  Af- 
fembly. 

That  the  Petition  of  feveral  Inhabitants  of  the  Parifh  of  Dryfdale,  in  the  County 
of  Caroline,  praying  that  a  new  Parifh  may  be  formed  out  of  the  faid  Parifh  of  Dryfdale, 
and  the  adjoining  Parifh  of  Saint  Margaret,  by  an  Union  of  the  upper  Ends  thereof, 
and  feveral  Petitions  of  the  Parifh  of  Saint  Margaret  in  Oppofition  thereto. 

Alfo,  that  a  Petition  of  fundry  Inhabitants  of  the  Parifh  of  Overwharton,  in  the 
County  of  Stafford,  fetting  forth  that  the  Election  of  Veftrymen  of  the  faid  Parifh,  by 
Virtue  of  a  late  Act  of  the  General  Affembly,  was  made  in  an  unfair  and  illegal 
manner ; 

Alfo,  that  a  Petition  of  fundry  Inhabitants  of  the  Parifh  of  Saint  James,  in  the 
County  of  Mecklenburg,  fetting  forth,  that  the  Veftry  of  the  faid  Parifh,  having  caufed  98 
three  large  Churches  and  a  Chapel  to  be  built,  confulted,  as  to  the  fituation  thereof,  the 
Conveniency  of  the  Veftrymen  themfelves,  rather  than  that  of  the  Parif hioners ;  that 
the  faid  Veftry  having  agreed  to  receive  into  the  Parifh  a  Minifter,  who  was  approved 
of  by  the  Parifhioners,  afterwards  fuddenly  received  another  Minifter,  who  was  a 
ftranger  to  them ;  and  that  the  faid  Veftry,  in  order  to  enable  one  Rogers,  a  notorious 
Gamefter,  of  infamous  Character,  to  obtain  holy  Orders,  gave  him  a  Recommendation 
to  a  Benefice,  but  took  a  Bond  from  him,  with  Security  in  the  penalty  of  one  thoufand 
Pounds,  that  he  fhould  not  claim  under  that  Title;  and  feverally  praying  that  the 
faid  Vef tries  may  be  diffolved. 

Alfo,  that  a  Petition  of  the  Freeholders,  Houfekeepers  and  other  Inhabitants  of 
the  County  of  Bedford, 2  fetting  forth,  that  there  is  but  one  Parifh  in  the  faid  County, 
called  Ruff  ell,  which  is  near  ninety  Miles  in  length,  and  that  there  is  a  fufficient  number 
of  Tithables  in  the  fame  to  bear  the  expences  of  two  Parifhes;  and  praying  that  the 
faid  Parifh  may  be  divided  by  a  ftraight  line  from  the  mouth  of  Goofe  Creek,  on  Staunton 
River,  to  the  upper  end  of  Flemings  Mountain,  on  James  River ; 

Alfo,  feveral  other  Petitions  in  oppofition  thereto,  were  feverally  prefented  to  the 
Houfe,  and  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  for  Religion ;  That  the  faid  Committee 
reported  that  they  had  come  to  a  Refolution  thereupon,  which  was  agreed  to  by  the 

Houfe 

1  Herring's,  IX,  p.  317.  2  Mifcellaneous  Papers,  May  5-26,  1774. 
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Houfe,  and  is  as  followeth,  viz.     That  the  Confideration  of  the  faid  Petitions  be  deferred 
till  the  then  next  Seffion  of  Affembly. 
w  That  the  Petition  of  Benjamin  Grymes  in  behalf  of   himfelf  and  his  Creditors,  to 

be  allowed  a  reafonable  fatiffaction  for  the  Damage  done  their  Slave  who  was  com- 
mitted to  Gaol  for  Hog  ftealing,  and  was  froft  bitten  during  his  confinement  was  pre- 
fented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims;  That  the 
faid  Committee  reported,  that  they  had  come  to  a  Refolution  thereupon,  which  was 
agreed  to  by  the  Houfe,  and  is  as  followeth,  viz.  That  the  Confideration  of  the  faid 
Petition  be  deferred  til  the  then  next  Seffion  of  Affembly. 

That  the  Petition  of  Jofeph  Byrn,  praying  that  a  ferry  be  eftablifhed,  over  Shanan- 
doah  River,  from  his  land,  in  the  County  of  Frederick,  to  the  land  of  Bryan  Martin, 
Efquire,  oppofite  thereto,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Propofitions  and  Grievances;  That  the  faid  Committee  reported  that 
they  had  come  to  a  Refolution,  which  was  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe,  and  is  as  followeth, 
viz.  That  the  Confideration  of  the  faid  Petition  be  deferred  til  the  then  next  Seffion 
of  Affembly. 

It  alfo  further  appears  to  your  Committee,  that  at  the  fecond  Seffion  of  this  prefent 
Affembly,  it  was  ordered  that  all  fuch  Claims  and  other  matters  as  were  referred  from 
the  laft  to  that  Seffion  of  Affembly,  and  alfo  all  fuch  as  were  certified  to  that  Seffion 
be  referred  to  the  confideration  of  the  then  next  seffion  of  Affembly. 

That  a  Petition  of  feveral  Perfons,  Inhabitants  of  the  Counties  of  Charlotte  and 
Lunenburg,  praying  that  leave  may  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  adding  to  the  County 

100  of  Lunenburg,  all  that  part  of  the  County  of  Charlotte,  which  lies  on  the  Eaft  fide  of  a 
Line  to  be  run  from  the  place  where  Mecklenburg  County  line  ftrikes  Charlotte  County 
line,  to  Wimbufh's  burnt  Ordinary;1 

Alfo,  that  a  Petition  of  David  Griffith,  Clerk,  Rector  of  the  Parifh  of  Shelburne,  in 
the  County  of  Loudoun,  fetting  forth,  that  the  Petitioner's  Salary,  according  to  a  late 
Determination  of  the  General  Court,  is  payable  at  the  rate  of  twelve  fhillings  and  fix 
pence  for  every  hundred  Pounds  Weight  of  Tobacco,  which  is  inadequate,  and  lefs 
than  the  Salaries  received  by  other  Minifters  of  the  Gofpel  in  this  Colony ;  and  there- 
fore praying,  that  the  Act  of  General  Affembly  allowing  the  Inhabitants  of  the  County 
of  Loudoun  to  difcharge  their  public  dues  in  Money  at  the  rate  of  twelve  fhillings  and 
fixpence  per  hundred  for  the  Tobacco,  as  to  fo  much  thereof  as  relates  to  the  Petitioner's 
Salary  may  be  repealed; 

Alfo,  that  a  Petition  of  Ezekiel  Young  and  Charles  Marfhall,  Infpectors  of  Tobacco 
at  Pitts,  and  Guilford  Warehoufes,  in  the  County  of  Accomack,  fetting  forth,  that,  from 
feveral  unforeseen  and  unavoidable  Accidents,  a  confiderable  Quantity  of  Tobacco  in 
the  Warehoufe  at  Tatham's  Landing  was  damaged  and  deftroyed,  notwithftanding  the 
Petitioners  ufed  all  their  Care  and  Diligence  to  prevent  it,  and  therefore  praying  fuch 
Relief  as  to  the  Houfe  fhall  feem  juft ; 

Alfo,  that  a  Petition  of  feveral  Perfons,  fetting  forth  that  a  publick  Ferry  over 
Shanandoah  River  from  the  Land  of  Thomas  Bryan  Martin,  Efquire,  where  John  Nicholas 

101  lately  lived,  to  the  Land  of  the  Right  Honorable  Thomas  lord  Fairfax,  in  the  County 
of  Frederick,  would  be  very  convenient,  and  therefore  praying,  that  leave  may  be 
given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  eftablifhing  a  publick  Ferry  at  that  place ; 

Alfo,  that  a  Petition  of  feveral  Perfons,  freeholders  of  the  County  of  Amherft,  fet- 
ting forth  that  the  Act  made  at  the  laft  Seffion  of  General  Affembly,  for  amending  the 
Act, 2  intituled  An  Ad  for  the  better  prefervation  of  the  breed  of  Deer,  and  preventing  unlaw- 
ful hunting,  had  not  anfwered  the  good  purpofes  intended  by  it,  and  therefore  praying 
that  fo  much  of  the  faid  Act  as  prohibits  Perfons  from  hunting  and  killing  Deer  until 
the  Time  thereby  limited,  may  be  repealed ; 

Alfo,  that  a  Petition  of  feveral  Members  of  the  Veftry  of  the  Parifh  of  Saint  Anne, 
in  the  County  of  Albemarle,  fetting  forth,  that  only  three  or  four  Members  of  the  prefent 
Veftry  were  elected  by  the  Inhabitants,  the  others  having  been  chofen  to  fupply  Vacan- 
cies 
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cies  by  Death  removal  or  resignation;  and  that  the  greater  part  of  the  Parifhioners 
f eems  dif  f  atif  fied  with  the  Conduct  of  the  faid  Vef try ;  and  therefore  praying  that  the 
faid  Vef  try  may  be  diffolved;1 

Alfo,  that  a  Petition  of  the  Veftrymen  of  the  Parifh  of  Saint  John,  in  the  County 
of  King  William,  praying  that  leave  may  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  felling  the  prefent 
Glebe  of  the  faid  Parifh,  and  purchafing  another  more  convenient,  or  putting  the 
Money  out  at  Intereft; 

And  alfo,  that  a  Petition  of  feveral  Perfons  of  the  County  of  Accomack,  fetting 
forth,  that  the  Roads,  and  Navigation  to  the  new  erected  Warehoufe  for  Infpection  of 
Tobacco,  on  Guilford  Creek,  are  not  fo  good  as  they  are  to  another  place  called  Finley's  m 
Point,  and  therefore  praying  that  an  Infpection  may  be  eftablifhed  at  the  latter  Place, 
were  f everally  pref ented  to  the  Houf e,  and  read ;  and  deferred  to  the  Consideration  of 
the  then  next  Seffion  of  Affembly. 

Ordered,  that  the  feveral  Petitions  for  diffolving  the  Veftry  of  the  Parifh  of  Stratton 
Major,  for  and  against  dividing  the  Parifh  of  Dryfdale,  for  and  againft  forming  a  new 
Parifh  out  of  the  Parifhes  of  Dryfdale  and  Saint  Margaret  by  an  Union  of  the  upper 
ends  thereof,  for  diffolving  the  Veftry  of  the  Parifh  of  Overwharton,  for  diffolving  the 
Veftry  of  the  Parifh  of  Saint  James,  and  for  and  againft  dividing  the  Parifh  of  Ruff  ell, 
the  Petition  of  David  Griffith,  and  the  Petitions  for  diffolving  the  Veftry  of  the  Parifh 
of  Saint  Anne,  and  for  felling  the  Glebe  of  the  Parifh  of  Saint  John,  in  the  faid  report 
mentioned,  be  f everally  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee  of  Religion; 
and  that  they  do  examine  the  matters  thereof,  and  feverally  report  the  fame,  with 
their  Opinions  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  the  feveral  Petitions  for  adding  part  of  the  Count)'  of  Nanfemond 
to  the  County  of  Southampton,  for  removing  and  preventing  obftructions  in  Pamunkey 
and  Mattapony  Rivers,  for  ferries  over  Shanandoah  River,  for  adding  part  of  the 
County  of  Charlotte  to  the  County  of  Lunenburg,  for  repealing  part  of  the  Act  for 
amending  the  Act  intituled  An  Ad  for  the  better  prefervation  of  the  breed  of  Deer  and 
preventing  unlawful  hunting,  and  for  eftablifhing  an  Infpection  of  Tobacco  at  Finley's 
Point,  in  the  faid  Report  mentioned,  be  feverally  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the 
Committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matters  10s 
thereof,  and  feverally  report  the  fame,  with  their  Opinions  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  the  feveral  Petitions  of  Benjamin  Grymes  and  of  Ezekiel  Young  and 
Charles  Mar f hall,  in  the  faid  Report  mentioned,  be  feverally  referred  to  the  Confidera- 
tion of  the  Committee  of  Public  Claims ;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matters  thereof, 
and  feverally  report  the  fame,  with  their  Opinions  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  the  Petition  for  opening  a  Road  over  the  South  Mountain  at  the 
expence  of  the  Public,  in  the  faid  Report  mentioned,  be  referred  to  the  Confideration 
of  the  Committee  of  Trade ;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof  and  Report 
the  fame,  with  their  Opinion  thereupon  to  the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Cary,  Mr  Attorney  General,  Mr  Jefferfon,  Mr  Walker  and  Mr  Peyton 
be  added  to  the  Committee  for  Religion. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Cary,  Mr  Attorney  General,  Mr  Jefferfon,  Mr  Kenner,  Mr  Thomas 
Mann  Randolph,  Mr  Walker,  and  Mr  James  Henry  be  added  to  the  Committee  of  Privi- 
leges and  Elections. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Cary,  Mr  Attorney  General,  Mr  Jefferfon,  Mr  Kenner,  Mr  Thomas 
Mann  Randolph,  Mr  Burton,  Mr  Andrew  Lewis  and  Mr  McDowell,  be  added  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Propofitions  and  Grievances. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Cary,  Mr  Hardy,  Mr  McDowell  and  Mr  Barbour  be  added  to  the 
Committee  of  Public  Claims. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Henry  Lee,  Mr  Thomas  Mann  Randolph,  Mr  Montague,  Mr  James 
Henry,  Mr  Peyton,  W  Walker,  and  Mr  Barbour,  be  added  to  the  Committee  for  Courts 
of  Juftice. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Burton  and  Mr  Bell  be  added  to  the  Committee  of  Trade. 
The  m 
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The  Houfe  being  informed,  that  Mr  Robert  Doack,  one  of  the  Members  returned 
to  ferve  in  this  prefent  General  Affembly  for  the  County  of  Fincaftle,  had  been  appointed 
a  deputy  Surveyor  of  land  in  the  faid  County,  by  a  Comiffion,  which  bears  date  before 
his  Election,  but  under  which  he  had  not  qualified  until  after  his  Election ; 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  information  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Privileges  and 
Elections;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  fame,  as  it 
fhall  appear  to  them,  together  with  their  Opinion  thereupon  to  the  Houfe. 

A  Petition  of  Thomas  Jefferfon  and  Martha  his  Wife  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe, 
and  read;  fetting  forth  that  Francis  Eppes,  grandfather  of  the  Petitioner  Martha,  by 
his  laft  Will  and  Teftament  in  writing  devifed  to  her  Mother,  in  fee  tail  general,  one 
Moiety  of  two  thoufand  and  four  hundred  Acres  of  land,  now  in  the  County  of  Cum- 
berland; that  the  Petitioner  Martha  is  the  fole  heir  of  the  Body  of  her  faid  Mother; 
that  the  Petitioners  have  contracted  to  make  fale  of  their  Moiety  of  the  faid  lands; 
and  that  it  will  be  greatly  to  their  Intereft  and  that  of  their  Families  to  have  the  faid 
contract  carried  into  effect,  by  docking  the  Intail  and  fettling  lands,  in  the  County  of 
Goochland,  of  equal  value,  in  lieu  of  the  faid  Moiety ;  and  therefore  praying  that  leave 
may  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  that  purpose. • 

Ordered,  that  leave,  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  purfuant  to  the  prayer  of  the  faid 
Petition ;  and  that  Mr  Bland  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  fame. 

A  Petition  of  Hugh  Walker  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe  and  read ;  fetting  forth  that 
the  Petitioner  had  for  near  two  Years  paft  kept  the  ferry  from  Urban  na  over  Rappahan- 
ock  River,  to  a  place  called  Ann's  Creek,  and  had  at  confiderable  expence,  provided 
good  failing  and  other  Boats  for  the  accomodation  and  conveyance  of  Paffengers ;  that 
there  is  another  Ferry  from  the  North  fide  of  the  faid  River,  at  a  flatty  and  inconvenient 
landing  place,  about  half  a  Mile  lower  than  Ann's  Creek;  that  at  prefent  the  profits  of 
the  Ferry  kept  by  the  petitioner  are  not  sufficient  to  defray  the  neceffary  expences 
of  it;  and  that  he  hath  purchafed  a  fmall  piece  of  land  at  Ami's  Creek  to  and  from 
which  he  propofes  to  keep  the  faid  Ferry;  and  therefore  praying  that  no  other  Ferry 
befides  that  by  the  Petitioner  may  be  kept  from  Urbanna,  over  Rappahanock,  to  the 
County  of  Lancaster. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
of  Propofitions  and  Grievances;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof  and 
report  the  fame  with  their  Opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe. 

Mr  Attorney  General  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  according  to  Order,  a  Bill  to  confirm 
the  Titles  to  fundry  Houfes  and  Lots  of  land  whereof  Nathaniel  Walthoe,  Efquire,  died 
feifed,  to  the  purchafers  thereof,  and  the  fame  was  received  and  read  the  firft  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  fecond  time. 

A  Petition  of  fundry  Inhabitants  of  the  County  of  Pittsylvania,  whofe  names  are 
thereunto  fubfcribed,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read ;  fetting  forth,  that  a  Ferry 
from  the  land  of  John  Owen,  Gent:  over  Dan  River,  to  the  land  of  Silvefter  Adams,  will 
be  convenient  to  travellers ;  and  therefore  praying  that  a  public  ferry  may  be  eftablifhed 
at  that  Place. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
of  Propofitions  and  Grievances;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and 
report  the  fame,  with  their  Opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe. 

The  order  of  the  Day  being  read,  for  the  Houfe  to  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  take  into  Confideration  the  Governor's  Speech ; 

Refolved,  that  this  Houfe  will,  upon  Thurfday  next,  refolve  itfelf  into  the  faid 
Committee. 

And  then  the  Houfe  adjourned  til  Tomorrow  Morning  eleven  of  the  Clock. 

■  Herring's,  VIII,  p.  450. 
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A  Member  returned  upon  a  new  Writ,  having  taken  the  Oaths  appointed  to  be 
taken  by  Act  of  Parliament,  and  repeated  and  fubfcribed  the  Teft,  took  his 
place  in  the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Banifter  and  Mr  Lewif  Burwell,  of  Gloucefter,  be  added  to 
the  Committees  for  Religion  and  Propofitions  and  Grievances. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Banifter  be  added  to  the  Committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections.         iw 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Henry  Pendleton  and  Mr  Lewis  Burwell  of  Gloucefter,  be  added  to 
the  Committee  for  Courts  of  Juftice. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Henry  Pendleton  be  added  to  the  Committee  of  Public  Claims. 

Mr  Bland  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  according  to  Order  a  Bill  to  dock  the  intail  of 
certain  lands  whereof  Thomas  Jeff  erf  on  and  Martha  his  Wife,  in  right  of  the  faid  Martha, 
are  feifed  in  fee  tail,  for  vefting  the  fame  in  Henry  Skipwith,  Gent,  and  for  fettling  other 
Lands,  of  equal  value  to  the  fame  Ufes ;  and  the  fame  was  received  and  read  the  firft 
time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  fecond  Time. 

Mr  Richard  Henry  Lee  reported  from  the  Committee  for  Courts  of  Juftice,  who  were 
appointed  to  inquire  what  Laws  are  expired  fince  the  laft  Seffion,  or  will  expire  with  the 
end  of  this  Seffion,  or  are  near  expiring,  and  to  report  their  Opinion  to  the  Houfe  which 
of  them  are  fit  to  be  received,  or  continued,  that  the  Committee  had  inquired  accord- 
ingly, and  had  come  to  feveral  Refolutions,  which  they  had  directed  him  to  Report  to 
the  Houfe;  and  he  read  the  Report  in  his  Place,  and  afterwards  delivered  it  in  at  the 
Clerk's  Table ;  where  the  Refolutions  of  the  Committee  were  read,  and  are  as  followeth, 
viz. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the" Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  Act  of  Affembly,  made 
in  the  fifth  Year  of  his  prefent  Mafefty's  Reign,  intituled  An  Ad  for  amending  the  Staple 
of  Tobacco,  and  for  preventing  Frauds  in  his  Mafefty's  Cuftoms,  which  hath  been  con- 
tinued and  amended  by  feveral  Acts,  and  which  will  expire  on  the  firft  Day  of  October, 
1775,  ought  to  be  further  continued. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  Act  of  Affembly  made 
in  the  thirtieth  Year  of  the  Reign  of  his  late  Majefty  King  George  the  Second,  intituled  108 
an  Ad  for  reducing  the  feveral  Ads1  of  Affembly  for  making  Provifion  againft  Invafions 
and  Infurredions  into  one  Ad,  which  hath  been  continued  by  feveral  Acts,  and  which 
will  expire  on  the  eighth  day  of  June,  1775,  ought  to  be  further  Continued. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  Act  of  Affembly  made 
in  the  thirtieth  year  of  the  Reign  of  his  late  Majefty  King  George  the  Second,  intituled 
An  Ad2  for  the  better  regulating  and  difciplining  the  Militia,  which  hath  been  continued 
and  amended  by  feveral  Acts  and  which  expired  on  the  twentieth  Day  of  July  laft 
paft  ought  to  be  revived. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  Act  of  Affembly  made 
in  the  third  year  of  his  prefent  Majefty's  Reign  intituled  An  Ad*  for  the  more effedual 
keeping  the  public  Roads  and  Bridges  in  Repair,  which  hath  been  continued  amended 
and  revived  by  two  feveral  Acts,  and  which  will  expire  with  the  end  of  this  prefent 
Seffion  of  Affembly,  ought  to  be  further  continued. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  Act  of  Affembly  made 
in  the  twelfth  Year  of  his  Majefty's  Reign,  intituled  An  Ad  for  keeping  in  Repair  feveral 
Roads,  and  for  other  purpofes  therein  mentioned,  which  expired  on  the  eleventh  Day  of 
April  laft  paft,  ought  to  be  revived. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  Act  of  Affembly  made 
in  the  eleventh  Year  of  the  Reign  of  his  prefent  Majefty  intituled  An  Ad*  for  the  Relief 
of  the  Sufferers  by  the  lofs  of  Tobacco  damaged  or  burnt  in  feveral  Warehoufes,  which  will 
expire  on  the  twenty  fifth  Day  of  October,  1775,  ought  not  to  be  further  continued. 

Refolved, 
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Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  fo  much  of  the  Act  of  Affem- 
bly  made  in  the  twelfth  Year  of  the  Reign  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  intituled  An  Ad  to 
amend  an  Ad  intituled  An  Ad1  for  the  better  Preservation  of  the  breed  of  Deer,  and  pre- 
venting unlawful  Hunting,  as  fubjects  to  a  Penalty  any  Perfon  who  fhall  hunt  fhoot 
or  kill  in  any  manner  any  wild  Deer  until  the  firft  day  of  A  uguft  which  fhall  be  in  the 
Year  of  our  Lord,  1776,  ought  not  to  be  further  continued. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  Act  of  Affembly  made 
in  the  twenty  -fifth  Year  of  the  Reign  of  his  late  Majefty  King  George  the  Second,  in- 
tituled An  Ad2  for  reviving  the  Duty  upon  Slaves  to  be  paid  by  the  Buyers  for  the  term 
therein  mentioned,  and  one  other  Act  of  Affembly  made  in  the  thirty  third  Year  of  his 
faid  Majefty's  Reign,  intituled  An  Ad  to  oblige  Perfons  bringing  Slaves  into  this  Colony 
from  Maryland,  Carolina  and  the  West  Indies  for  their  own  Ufe  to  pay  a  Duty,  which  have 
been  continued  by  feveral  other  Acts,  and  which  expired  on  the  twentieth  Day  of 
April,  1773,  ought  to  be  revived. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  Act  of  Affembly  made 

in  the  nineteenth  Year  of  the  Reign  of  his  late  Majefty  King  George  the  Second,  intituled 

1)0  An  Ad*  for  the  better  regulating  and  colleding  certain  Officers  Fees  and  for  other  purpofes 

therein  mentioned;  which  hath  been  continued  and  amended  by  feveral  Acts,  and  which 

expired  on  the  twelfth  Day  of  April  laft  paft,  ought  not  to  be  revived. 

The  eight  firft  Refolutions  of  the  Committee  being  feverally  read  a  fecond  time, 
were  upon  the  Queftion  feverally  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

The  fubfequent  Refolution  of  the  Committee  being  read  a  fecond  time ; 

And  the  Queftion  being  put,  that  the  Houfe  doth  agree  with  the  Committee  in  the 
faid  Refolution; 

It  paffed  in  the  Negative. 

Refolved,  that  the  Act  of  Affembly,  made  in  the  nineteenth  Year  of  the  Reign  of  his 
late  Majefty  King  George  the  Second,  intituled  An  Ad  for  the  better  regulating  and 
colleding  certain  Officers  fees,  and  for  other  purpofes  therein  mentioned,  which  hath  been 
continued  and  amended  by  feveral  Acts,  and  which  expired  on  the  twelfth  day  of  April 
laft  paft,  ought  to  be  revived. 

Ordered,  that  a  Bill  or  Bills  be  brought  in  purfuant  to  the  firft,  fecond,  third,  fourth, 
fifth,  feventh,  and  eighth  Refolutions  of  the  faid  Committee,  which  hath  been  agreed 
to  by  the  Houfe ;  and  that  the  faid  Committee  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  fame. 

Ordered,  that  a  Bill  be  brought  in  to  revive  the  Act  of  the  General  Affembly  made 
in  the  nineteenth  Year  of  the  Reign  of  his  late  Majefty  King  George  the  Second,  intituled 
An  Ad  for  the  better  regulating  and  colleding  certain  Officers  Fees,  and  for  other  purpofes 
therein  mentioned,  and  that  the  Committee  for  Courts  of  Juftice  do  prepare  and  bring 
in  the  fame, 
m  A  Bill  to  confirm  the  Titles  to  fundry  Houfes  and  Lots  of  Land  whereof  Nathaniel 

Walthoe,  Efquire,  died  feifed  to  the  purchafers  thereof,  was  read  a  fecond  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  committed  to  Mr  Attorney  General,  and  the  Members  who 
ferve  for  the  Counties  of  York,  James  City,  and  Charles  City. 

Mr  Treafurer  reported  to  the  Houfe,  that  the  Governor,  having  been  waited  upon, 
purfuant  to  the  order  of  Saturday  laft,  to  know  his  pleafure  when  he  would  be  attended 
by  this  Houfe,  had  been  pleafed  to  appoint  to  be  attended  tomorrow,  at  two  of  the 
Clock  in  the  afternoon,  in  the  Council  Chamber. 

Mr  Bland  reported  from  the  Committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections,  the  matter, 
as  it  appeared  to  them,  touching  the  information  given  to  this  Houfe,  that  Mr  Robert 
Doack,  one  of  the  Members  returned  to  ferve  in  this  prefent  General  Affembly  for  the 
County  of  Fincaftle,  had  been  appointed  a  deputy  Surveyor  of  land  in  the  faid  County, 
by  a  Commiffion,  which  bears  date  before  his  Election,  but  under  which  he  had  not 
qualified  until  after  his  Election,  together  with  the  Refolution  of  the  Committee  there- 
upon, and  he  read  the  Report  in  his  Place,  and  afterwards  delivered  it  in  at  the  Clerk's 
Table;  where  the  fame  was  read,  and  is  as  followeth,  viz. 
It 
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It  appears  to  the  Committee,  that  in  October  1772,  Mr  Robert  Doack  was  examined 
by  the  Matters  of  William  and  Mary  College,  touching  his  qualification  as  a  Surveyor ; 
that  in  March,  1773,  he  was  elected  a  Burgefs  for  the  faid  County  of  Fincaftle;  that  in 
the  Month  of  December  laft  he  received  a  Commiffion,  appointing  him  a  deputy  Sur-  11a 
veyor  of  Land  in  that  County,  dated  October  1772,  to  which  he  has  qualified;  and  that 
it  was  generally  known  in  the  County  before  his  election,  that  he  would  be  appointed 
to  that  Office:  whereupon  the  Committee  came  to  the  following  refolution,  viz. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  Mr  Robert  Doack  is  incapable 
of  fitting  or  voting  as  a  Member  of  this  Houfe. 

The  faid  Refolution  being  read  a  fecond  time,  was,  upon  the  Queftion  put  there- 
upon, agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  an  Addrefs  be  made  to  the  Governor,  to  order  a  new  Writ  to  iffue, 
for  the  electing  of  a  Burgefs  to  ferve  in  this  prefent  General  Affembly  for  the  County  of 
Fincaftle,  in  the  room  of  Mr  Robert  Doack,  who,  fince  his  Election  for  the  faid  County, 
hath  accepted  the  Office  of  deputy  Surveyor  of  Land  in  the  faid  County ;  and  that  Mr 
Chriftian  do  wait  upon  his  Excellency  with  the  faid  Addrefs. 

Mr  Treafurer  reported  from  the  Committee  for  Religion,  to  whom  the  Petition  of 
feveral  Members  of  the  Veftry  of  the  Parifh  of  Saint  Anne,  in  the  County  of  Albemarle, 
praying  that  the  faid  Veftry  may  be  diffolved,  was  referred,  that  the  Committee  had 
examined  the  matter  of  the  faid  Petition,  and  had  come  to  a  Refolution  thereupon, 
which  they  had  directed  him  to  report  to  the  Houfe;  and  he  read  the  Report  in  his 
Place,  and  afterward  delivered  it  in  at  the  Clerk's  Table;  where  the  Refolution  of  the 
Committee  was  read,  and  is  as  followeth,  viz. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  faid  Petition  is  reafon-  m 
able. 

The  faid  Refolution  being  read  a  fecond  time,  was,  upon  the  Queftion  put  thereupon, 
agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  a  Bill  be  brought  in  purfuant  to  the  faid  Refolution;  and  that  the 
Committee  for  Religion  do  prepare,  and  bring  in  the  fame. 

A  Petition  of  Nathaniel  Lyttleton  Savage  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read; 
fetting  forth,  that  he  is  feifed  in  fee  tail  of  eleven  hundred  and  forty  eight  Acres  of  Land 
in  the  Parifh  of  Hungars  in  the  County  of  Northampton,  purchafed  by  him  of  Kendal 
Lee,  and  Betty  his  Wife,  and  fettled  on  the  Petitioner  by  an  Act '  of  General  Affembly, 
made  in  the  tenth  Year  of  the  Reign  of  his  prefent  Majefty ;  and  that  it  would  be  of 
advantage  to  the  Petitioner  and  his  Heir  and  family  to  fell  the  faid  Land,  and  to  fettle 
Slaves,  of  equal  value,  to  be  annexed  to  other  intailed  Lands  of  the  Petitioner,  to  the 
fame  Ufes;  and  therefore  praying  that  leave  may  be  given,  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  that 
Purpofe. 

Ordered,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  purfuant  to  the  prayer  of  the  faid 
Petition ;  and  that  Mr  Bowdoin  and  Mr  Burton  do  prepare,  and  bring  in  the  fame. 

A  Petition  of  James  Scott,  junior,  of  the  County  of  Fauquier,  was  prefented  to  the 
Houfe,  and  read,  fetting  forth,  that  the  Petitioner  is  feifed  in  feetail  of  and  in  a  certain 
Tract  of  Land,  on  Carters  Run,  in  the  Parifh  of  Leeds,  in  the  County  of  Fauquier,  which 
by  the  Patent  is  fuppofed  to  contain  two  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  twenty  three 
Acres,  but  on  a  refurvey  which  the  Petitioner  was  obliged  to  make  in  confequence  of  1U 
Notice  to  do  fo,  is  found  to  include  within  the  bounds  thereof  feven  hundred  and  ten 
Acres  of  furplus  Land,  to  fecure  a  title  to  which  the  Petitioner  has  been  put  to  confider- 
able  expence ;  that  the  Petitioner  is  feifed  in  fee  fimple  of  and  in  four  hundred  Acres  of 
Land,  on  Cedar  Run,  in  the  faid  County,  which  is  improved,  and  of  equal  value  to  the 
faid  furplus  land ;  and  that  he  is  is  alfo  feifed  in  fee  fimple  of  and  in  three  hundred  and 
two  Acres  adjoining  the  faid  Seven  hundred  and  ten  Acres  of  furplus,  which  added 
thereto  would  make  a  convenient  fettlement  for  a  younger  Son ;  and  praying  that  leave 
may  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  dock  the  intail  of  the  faid  Seven  hundred  and  ten 
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Acres  of  furplus  land,  and  veft  the  fame  in  the  Petitioner  in  fee  fimple,  and  to  fettle  the 
faid  four  hundred  Acres  on  Cedar  Run  in  lieu  thereof. 

Ordered,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  purfuant  to  the  Prayer  of  the  faid 
Petition ;  and  that  Mr  Richard  Henry  Lee  and  Mr  Henry  Lee  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the 
fame. 

Fielding  Lewis,  Richard  Brooke,  George  Taylor,  Seth  Thornton,  and  John  Buckner, 
Gentlemen,  five  of  the  Perfons  named  in  the  Act  of  General  Affembly,  made  in  the 
twelfth  Year  of  the  Reign  of  his  prefent  Majefty;  intituled  An  Aft1  to  appoint  Commi- 
fioners  to  ftrike  a  dividing  line  between  the  Counties  of  Stafford  and  King  George,  in  pur- 
fuance  of  the  faid  Act  reported,  that  they  had  laid  off  the  dividing  line  in  manner  fol- 
lowing, to  wit,  Beginning  at  the  Mouth  of  Muddy  Creek,  on  Rappahanock  River,  and 
us  running  up  the  faid  Creek,  and  the  North  Weft  branch  thereof,  to  a  fmall  red  Oak 
Maple  and  Parfimon  Trees,  at  or  near  the  head  of  the  faid  Branch,  and  between  the 
Plantations  of  Thomas  and  James  Jones,  thence  North  Seventy  one  degrees  Eaft  twenty 
five  Poles  to  a  Spring,  faid  to  be  the  head  Spring  of  Whipfewaughfon  Creek,  thence  down 
the  faid  Creek  to  Potowmack  Creek,  thence  down  Potowmack  Creek  to  Potowmack  River, 
and  thence  down  the  faid  River  purfuing  the  old  bounds  of  Stafford  and  King  George, 
until  it  ftrikes  Rappahanock  River,  thence  up  the  faid  River  to  the  beginning,  at  the 
Mouth  of  Muddy  Creek;  being  the  boundary  of  the  lower  County;  and  for  the  upper 
County,  proceeding  from  the  Mouth  of  Potowmack  Creek  up  the  River  Potowmack  to 
the  corner  of  Stafford  County,  on  the  faid  River,  thence  along  the  line  of  Stafford  and 
King  George  to  the  River  Rappahanock,  thence  down  the  River  Rappahanock  to  the 
dividing  line  at  the  Mouth  of  Muddy  Creek  along  the  dividing  line  to  the  beginning. 

Ordered,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  alter  and  eftablifh  the  boundaries 
of  the  Counties  of  Stafford  and  King  George,  according  to  the  faid  Report ;  and  that  Mr 
Jones,  Mr  Fitzhugh  and  Mr  Page  do  prepare,  and  bring  in  the  fame. 

A  Petition2  of  Monoah  Singleton  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read ;  fetting  forth, 
that  having  been  fummoned  by  a  Writ  of  Venire  facias,  as  a  Juryman  upon  the  tryal  of 
one  John  Booth,  a  Criminal  fent  from  the  County  of  Orange,  to  be  tried  in  the  General 
Court,  the  Petitioner  travelled  from  the  faid  County  the  diftance  of  one  hundred  and 
n6  thirty  five  Miles,  and  attended  the  faid  Court  accordingly,  in  the  Year  1770,  but  that, 
by  fome  miftake,  no  allowance  hath  yet  been  made  for  the  faid  travelling  and  Attend- 
ance ;  and  therefore  praying  that  he  may  have  an  allowance  for  the  fame. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
of  Public  Claims;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  fame 
with  their  Opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe. 

Mr  Bland  reported  from  the  Committee  of  Propofitions  and  Grievances,  to  whom 
feveral  Petitions  were  referred,  that  the  Committee  had  examined  the  matters  of  the 
faid  Petitions ;  and  had  come  to  feveral  Refolutions  thereupon,  which  they  had  directed 
him  to  report  to  the  Houfe ;  and  he  read  the  Report  in  his  Place,  and  afterwards  delivered 
it  in  at  the  Clerk's  Table ;  where  the  Refolutions  of  the  Committee  were  read,  and  are 
as  followeth,  viz. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  Petition  of  the  Rector 
and  Veftrymen  of  the  Parifh  of  Saint  Thomas,  in  the  County  of  Orange,  praying  that 
they  may  be  enabled  to  fell  the  prefent  Glebe,  and  purchafe  a  new  one,  be  rejected. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  Petition  of  divers  In- 
habitants of  the  fame  Parifh,  and  County,  in  oppofition  thereto,  is  reafonable. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  Petition  of  divers 
Inhabitants  of  the  County  of  Accomack,  praying  that  the  Warehoufes  at  Guilford  Creek 
may  be  difcontinued,  and  new  Warehoufes  erected  at  a  place  called  Finley's  Point  is 
reafonable. 
in  Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  Petition  of  divers  In- 

habitants of  the  County  of  Pittfylvania,  praying  that  a  public  Ferry  may  be  eftablifhed 
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acrofs  Dan  River,  from  the  Land  of  John  Owens,  to  the  land  of  Sylvefter  Adams,  is 
reafonable. 

The  faid  Refolutions  being  feverally  read  a  fecond  time,  were,  upon  the  Queftion 
feverally  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  the  third  of  the  faid  Refolutions  do  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Ordered,  that  a  Bill  be  brought  in  purfuant  to  the  fourth  of  the  faid  Refolutions, 
and  that  the  Committee  of  Propofitions  and  Grievances  do  prepare,  and  bring  in  the 
fame. 

A  Petition  of  fundry  Inhabitants  of  that  part  of  the  Parifh  of  Botetourt  which  is  the 
County  of  Fincaftle,  whofe  names  are  thereunto  fubfcribed,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe, 
and  read;  fetting  forth,  that  the  faid  Parifh  being  two  hundred  Miles  in  length,  and 
fixty  Miles  in  Width,  is  too  extenfive  for  one  Minifter  to  officiate  in ;  and  therefore  praying 
that  the  County  of  Fincaftle  may  be  one  diftinct  Parifh,  and,  that  the  Money  levied  on 
the  Petitioners  for  purchafing  a  Glebe  and  building  Churches  in  the  County  of  Botetourt, 
may  be  refunded. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
for  Religion;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  fame  with 
their  Opinion  thereupon  to  the  Houfe. 

A  Petition  of  feveral  Perfons  living  near  New  River,  whofe  names  are  thereunto 
fubfcribed,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read ;  praying  that  a  public  ferry  may  be 
eftablifhed  over  the  faid  River  on  the  Lands  of  William  Herbert. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
of  Propofitions  and  Grievances,  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof  and  report 
the  fame,  with  their  Opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe. 

And  then  the  Houfe  adjourned  till  Tomorrow  Morning  eleven  of  the  Clock. 
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A   Petition  of  Arthur  Dent'  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read;  fetting  forth, 
that  the  Petitioner,  who  was  a  private  Soldier  in  the  Virginia  Regiment, 
commanded  by  Colonel   Wafhington,   whilft  he  was  in  that  fervice,  was  fo 
wounded  that  he  is  unable  to  fupport  himfelf,  and  is  at  this  time  deftitute 
of  Neceffaries,  and  therefore  praying  Relief. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee  of 
Public  Claims ;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  fame,  with 
their  Opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe. 

Mr  Bowdoin  prefented  to  the  Houfe  according  to  Order,  a  Bill  to  dock  the  intail 
of  certain  Lands  whereof  Nathaniel  Lyttleton  Savage  is  feifed  in  fee  tail,  and  for  Settling 
Slaves  of  greater  value,  in  lieu  thereof;  and  the  fame  was  received,  and  read  the  firft 
time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  fecond  time. 

A  Petition  of  Charles  Hunt  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read;  fetting  forth, 
that  the  Petitioner  had  difcovered  what  is  in  his  Opinion  a  remedy  for  curing  the  Dropfy, 
Nervous  Cholic,  and  Hectic  fevers,  which  he  would  impart  for  the  benefit  of  the  Public  ll9 
on  receiving  a  reafonable  reward ;  and  therefore  praying  the  Confideration  of  the  Houfe. 
Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
of  Propofitions  and  Grievances;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and 
report  the  fame,  with  their  Opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe. 

Mr  Richard  Henry  Lee  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  according  to  order,  A  Bill  for  reviving 
an  Act,  intituled  An  Ad3  for  the  better  regulating  and  difciplining  the  Militia;  and  the 
fame  was  received,  and  read  the  firft  time. 

Refolved, 
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Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  fecond  time. 

Ordered,  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  fecond  time. 

The  Bill  was  accordingly  read  a  fecond  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  committed  to  the  Committee  of  Propofitions  and  Griev- 
ances. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Christian  and  Mr  Charles  Lewis  be  added  to  the  Committee  of 
Propofitions  and  Grievances. 

Mr  Richard  Henry  Lee  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  according  to  Order,  a  Bill  for  further 
continuing  an  Act,  intituled  An  Ad1  for  reducing  the  feveral  Ads  of  Affembly  for  making 
Provifion  againft  Invasions  and  Infurredions  into  one  Act,  and  the  fame  was  received, 
and  read  the  firft  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  fecond  time. 

Ordered,  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  fecond  time. 

The  Bill  was  accordingly  read  a  fecond  time. 
110  Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  committed  to  the  Committee  of  Propofitions  and  Griev- 

ances. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Charles  Lewis  be  added  to  the  Committee  of  Public  Claims. 

Mr  Richard  Henry  Lee  prefented  to  the  Houfe  according  to  Order,  a  Bill  for  further 
continuing  an  Act  intituled  An  Ad2  for  amending  the  Staple  of  Tobacco,  and  for  preventing 
frauds  in  his  Majefty's  Cuftoms;  and  the  fame  was  received,  and  read  the  firft  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  fecond  time. 

Ordered,  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  fecond  time. 

The  Bill  was  accordingly  read  a  fecond  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  committed  to  the  Committee  of  Propofitions  and  Griev- 
ances. 

A  Petition  of  the  Proprietors  of  fundry  Warehoufes  for  infpedtion  of  Tobacco,  on 
James  and  Appamattox  Rivers,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read;  fetting  forth 
that  clofe  Houfes  for  the  reception  of  Tobacco,  which  by  Law  the  Petitioners  are  obliged 
to  provide,  are  very  expenfive,  and  attended  with  inconvenience  to  thofe  concerned  in 
ftowing  away  and  delivering  out  Tobacco;  that  moft  of  the  faid  Warehoufes  having 
been  erected  before  the  Law  requiring  them  to  be  inclofed  was  enacted,  the  inclofing 
them  now  will  render  them  almoft  ufelefs,  by  reafon  of  their  crouded  and  irregular 
fituation,  fo  that,  if  the  faid  Law  continues  in  force,  the  Petitioners  muft  remove  them, 
and  build  others  at  an  expence  which  the  Rents  of  their  Infpections  will  not  defray; 
and  therefore  praying  that  the  faid  Law  may  be  fo  altered  as  that  the  Owners  of  fuch 
121  Warehoufes  may  be  allowed  to  fuiround  all  the  Houfes  at  each  infpedtion  with  one 
fufficient  Pallifade  of  Pofts  and  Plank,  having  Doors  well  fecured  by  Locks,  infteads  of 
inclofing  every  Houfe  feparately,  or  that  the  Petitioners  may  be  relieved  in  fuch  other 
manner  as  the  Houfe  fhall  think  proper. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
of  Propofitions  and  Grievances;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and 
report  the  fame,  with  their  Opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe. 

Mr  Richard  Henry  Lee  prefented  to  the  Houfe  according  to  order,  a  Bill  for  further 
continuing  an  Act1  intituled  An  A d  for  the  more  effedual  keeping  the  public  Roads  and 
Bridges  in  repair;  and  the  fame  was  received,  and  read  the  firft  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  fecond  time. 

Ordered,  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  fecond  time. 

The  Bill  was  accordingly  read  a  fecond  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  committed  to  the  Committee  of  Propofitions  and  Griev- 
ances. 

A  Memorial  of  fundry  Infpectors  of  Tobacco  on  James  and  Appamattox  Rivers  was 
prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read ;  fetting  forth,  that  a  ftrict  compliance  with  the  Law 
requiring  Warehoufes  for  infpection  of  Tobacco  to  be  with  clofe  Walls,  will  lay  the 
Memorialifts  under  great  inconveniencies  and  difficulties  in  ftowing  away  fearching 

for 
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for  and  delivering  Tobacco,  on  account  of  the  crouded  and  irregular  fituation  of  many 
of  the  faid  Houfes;  and  therefore  propofing  that  the  Proprietors  may  be  allowed  to 
inclofe  their  feveral  Infpedtions  with  a  furncient  Pallifade  of  Pofts  and  Plank,  having  m 
ftrong  Doors  fecured  by  good  Locks,  and  to  make  provifion  for  the  Punifhment  of  thofe 
who  fhall  fteal  Tobacco  out  of  fuch  inclofures. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Memorial  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
of  Propofitions  and  Grievances;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  re- 
port the  fame,  with  their  Opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe. 

Mr  Richard  Henry  Lee  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  according  to  order ;  a  Bill  for  reviving 
an  Adt,  intituled  An  Aft1  for  keeping  in  Repair  feveral  Roads,  and  for  other  purpofes 
therein  mentioned;  and  the  fame  was  received,  and  read  the  firft  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  fecond  time. 

Ordered,  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  fecond  time. 

The  Bill  was  accordingly  read  a  fecond  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  committed  to  the  Committee  of  Propofitions  and  Griev- 
ances. 

A  Petition  of  fundry  Inhabitants  of  the  Counties  of  Albemarle  and  Buckingham, 
whofe  names  are  thereunto  fubfcribed,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read,  praying 
that  a  public  ferry  may  be  eftablifhed  over  the  Fluvanna  River,  from  the  land  of  Jofeph 
Taylor,  in  the  County  of  Buckingham,  to  the  land  of  Walter  King,  in  the  County  of 
Albemarle. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
of  Propofitions  and  Grievances;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and 
report  the  fame,  with  their  Opinion  thereupon  to  the  Houfe. 

Mr  Richard  Henry  Lee  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  according  to  order;  a  Bill  for  re-  m 
viving  An  Adt,  intituled  An  Aft2  for  the  better  regulating  and  collefting  certain  Officers 
fees,  and  for  other  purpofes  ilierein  mentioned;  and  the  fame  was  received  and  read  the 
firft  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  fecond  time. 

Ordered,  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  fecond  time. 

The  Bill  was  accordingly  read  a  fecond  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  committed  to  the  Committee  of  Propofitions  and  Griev- 
ances. 

A  Meffage  from  the  Governor  by  Mr  Blair : 

Mr  Speaker, 

I  am  commanded  by  the  Governor  to  deliver  a  written  Meffage  from  his  Excellency 
to  this  Houfe  with  feveral  Papers  therein  mentioned;  and  he  prefented  the  fame  at  the  Bar; 
and  the  Meffage  was  read  by  Mr  Speaker,  and  is  as  followeth,  viz. 

M'  Speaker  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Burgeffes, 

I  had  lately  an  opportunity  of  obferving  the  defencelefs  ftatc  of  a  confiderable  Body  of 
his  Majefty's  Subjects  fettled  in  that  part  of  the  Country,  which  is  contiguous  to  the  weftern 
boundary  of  the  Province  of  Pennfylvania,  and,  from  all  I  was  able  to  learn,  within  the 
limits  of  this  Colony  I  thought  it  my  duty  therefore,  in  compliance  with  the  intreaties  of  the 
People  themfelves,  to  appoint  Officers  to  affemble  a  Militia,  conformable  to  the  laws  of  this 
Colony,  that  might  defend  them  in  any  Emergency,  and  Magiftrates  to  preferve  order  and 
obedience  to  thefe  Laws  among  them.  But  the  Proprietary  Governor  of  Pennfylvania 
pretending  a  Claim  to  this  Country  in  Queftion,  which,  being  fupported  no  other  wife  than 
by  his  own  Affertions,  founded  on  a  partial  Survey,  I  could  not  think  myfelf  Juftifiable 
in  admitting,  and  accordingly  have,  with  the  advice  of  his  Majefty's  Council,  taken  fuch 
Steps  as  the  Law  allowed  to  inforce  the  Authority  of  this  Government  in  that  diftrift,  until 
his  Majefty's  Pleafure  fhall  be  known.  And  not  doubting  that  whatever  concerns  the 
particular  rights  of  any  part  of  the  Country  is  highly  interefting  to  the  whole,  I  take  this 
opportunity  of  offering  all  the  Papers,  which  relate  to  this  affair,  to  the  infpeftion  of  the 

Houfe 
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Houfe  of  Burgeffes,  and  recommend  that,  as  you  will  difcover  it  is  the  intention  of  the 
Government  of  Pennfylvania  to  obftruct  by  every  poffible  means  the  Authority  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  Virginia  in  the  difputed  diftrict,  you  will  confider  whether  any  provifion  be  not 
neceffary  to  be  made,  to  render  the  legal  Powers  of  the  Officers  and  Magistrates  in  the  (aid 
diftrid  effectual. 

DUNMORE. 

And  the  faid  Papers  mentioned  in  the  faid  Meffage  were  read. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Meffage  and  Papers  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe. 

Refolved,  that  this  Houfe  will  now  Refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
Houfe,  to  confider  of  the  Governors  Meffage,  and  the  Papers  therein  mentioned. 

The  Houfe  accordingly  refolved  itfelf  into  the  faid  Committee. 

Mr  Speaker  left  the  Chair. 
i«  Mr  Bland  took  the  Chair  of  the  Committee. 

Mr  Speaker  refumed  the  Chair. 

Mr  Bland  reported  from  the  Committee,  that  they  had  made  a  Progrefs  in  the 
matters  referred  to  them,  and  that  he  was  directed  by  the  Committee  to  move,  that 
they  may  have  leave  to  fit  again. 

Refolved,  that  this  Houfe  will  Tomorrow  Refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  Houfe,  to  confider  further  of  the  Governor's  Meffage,  and  the  Papers  therein 
mentioned. 

Mr  Richard  Henry  Lee  prefented  to  the  Houfe  according  to  order  a  Bill  for  reviving 
an  Adt  intituled  An  Ad1  for  reviving  the  duty  upon  Slaves  to  be  paid  by  the  Buyers  for  the 
term  therein  mentioned,  and  one  other  Adt,  intituled  An  Ad2  to  oblige  Perfons  bringing 
Slaves  into  this  Colony  from  Maryland,  Carolina  and  the  Weft  Indies,  for  their  ownufe, 
to  pay  a  duty;  and  the  fame  was  received,  and  read  the  firft  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  fecond  time. 

Ordered,  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  fecond  time. 

The  Bill  was  accordingly  read  a  fecond  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  committed  to  the  Committee  of  Trade. 

A  Meffage  from  the  Governor  by  Mr  Blair: 

Mr  Speaker, 

The  Governor  is  now  ready  to  receive  the  Addrefs  of  your  Houfe  in  the  Council 
Chamber. 

Accordingly  Mr  Speaker,  with  the  Houfe,  went  up ;  and  being  returned,  he  reported 
126  that  the  Houfe  had  attended  the  Governor  with  their  Addrefs,  to  which  his  Excellency 
was  pleafed  to  give  this  Anfwer. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Burgeffes, 

The  terms  of  duty  and  Gratitude  in  which  your  Loyal  Addrefs  is  conceived  afford  me 
the  higheft  fatiffadion,  and  muft  enfure  his  Majefty's  moft  favorable  Countenance  and 
protedion  to  this  faithful  Colony. 

I  fliall  ever  retain  a  cordial  remembrance  of  the  parts  you  take  in  my  domeftick  happi- 
nefs  and  of  your  obliging  manner  of  expreffing  it  on  the  occafion  of  the  arrival  of  my  Family, 
which  event  I  fhall  be  much  pleafed  to  find  confidered  as  a  pledge  of  my  regard  and  attach- 
ment to  this  Country. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  LeGrand  have  leave  to  be  abfent  from  the  fervice  of  this  Houfe 
until  Monday  Sevenight. 

And  then  the  Houfe  adjourned  till  Tomorrow  Morning  eleven  of  the  Clock. 

^>l)urs&a£, 
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Obursda?.  tye  I2tl>  of  3tta?,  14  Geo.  lit  1774. 

MR  Speaker  acquainted  the  Houfe,  that  the  Governor  had  delivered  to  him  a 
letter  to  his  Excellency  from  Mr  John  Connolly,  received  yefterday,  con- 
taining an  Account   of   fome  late  Hoftilities  commenced  by   the   Indians, 
and  defired  him  to  lay  the  faid  Letter  before  the  Houfe ;  and  he  delivered 
the  fame  in  at  the  Clerk's  Table. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Letter  do  lie  upon  the  Table. 

A  Petition  of  fundry  Perfons  of  the  Community  of  Chriftians,  called  Baptifts  and 
other  Proteftant  diffenters,  whofe  names  are  thereunto  fubfcribed,  was  prefented  to  127 
the  Houfe,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  the  Toleration  propofed  by  the  Bill,  ordered 
at  the  laft  Seffion  of  the  General  Affembly  to  be  printed  and  publifhed,  not  admitting 
public  Worfhip,  except  in  the  day  time,  is  inconfiftent  with  the  laws  of  England,  as  well 
as  the  Practice  and  Ufage  of  the  Primitive  Churches,  and  even  of  the  Englifh  Church 
itfelf ;  that  the  Night  feafon  may  fometimes  be  better  fpared  by  the  Petitioners  from 
the  neceffary  duties  of  their  callings ;  and  that  they  wifh  for  no  indulgences  which  may 
difturb  the  Peace  of  Government ;  and  therefore  praying  the  Houfe  to  take  their  Cafe 
into  Confideration,  and  to  grant  them  fuitable  redrefs. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
for  Religion ;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  fame,  with 
their  Opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe. 

Mr  Richard  Henry  Lee  reported  from  the  Committee  for  Courts  of  Juftice,  that  the 
Committee  had  further  inquired  what  Laws  have  expired  fince  the  laft  Seffion,  or  will 
expire  with  the  end  of  this  Seffion  or  are  near  expiring,  and  had  come  to  a  Refolution, 
which  they  had  dire&ed  him  to  report  to  the  Houfe;  and  he  read  the  Report  in  his 
Place,  and  afterwards  delivered  it  in  at  the  Clerk's  Table ;  where  the  Refolution  of  the 
Committee  was  read  and  is  as  followeth,  viz. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  Aft  of  Affembly  made 
in  the  tenth  Year  of  the  Reign  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  intituled  An  Ad1  to  prevent  the 
exhorbitant  exadions  of  the  Collectors  0}  the  County  and  Parifh  levies  which  will  expire 
with  the  end  of  this  prefent  Seffion  of  Affembly,  ought  to  be  further  continued.  m 

Ordered,  that  a  Bill  be  brought  in  purfuant  to  the  faid  Refolutions ;  and  that  the 
faid  Committee  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  fame. 

Ordered,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  allowing  a  free  Toleration  to  his 
Majefty's  Proteftant  Subjects  in  this  Colony,  who  diffent  from  the  Church  of  England ; 
and  that  the  Committee  for  Religion  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  fame. 

A  Petition  of  Thomas  Patterfon,1  of  the  County  of  Buckingham,  was  prefented  to 
the  Houfe,  and  read,  fetting  forth  that  a  negro  Man  Slave,  named  Tom,  belonging  to 
Petitioner,  who  had  committed  Murder  and  run  away,  was  duly  outlawed  in  May, 
1773,  and  was  afterwards  found  dead,  having  fhot  himfelf  as  it  is  fupposed  with  a  Gun 
he  had  ftolen,  to  prevent  his  being  apprehended  and  tried  for  the  faid  Offence,  and 
therefore  praying  to  be  allowed  the  value  of  the  faid  Slave. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
of  public  Claims;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  fame 
with  their  Opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe. 

A  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Borough  of  Norfolk  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe, 
and  read;  fetting  forth,  that  a  Bridge  built  by  Subfcription  over  the  Creek,  which 
divided  the  Main  Street,  leading  to  the  Public  Wharf,  from  Catharine  Street,  in  the 
faid  Borough,  had  lately  fallen  down;  and  that  the  faid  Bridge,  whilft  it  ftood,  was 
very  convenient  to  the  Petitioners  and  many  others ;  and  therefore  praying,  that 
leave  may  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  enable  the  Mayor  Aldermen  and  Common 
Council  of  the  faid  Borough  to  affefs  a  Tax  upon  the  inhabitants  thereof,  for  building 
and  keeping  in  repair  a  Bridge  over  the  Creek  aforefaid,  and  alfo  fuch  other  Bridge  or 
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Bridges  for  the  Conveniency  of  the  faid  Inhabitants  as  may  be  now  built,  or  may  be 
thought  neceffary  to  be  built  hereafter. 

Ordered,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  purfuant  to  the  prayer  of  the  faid 
Petition;  and  that  Mr  Hatchings,  Mr  Bland,  Mr  Holt  and  Mr  Neivton  do  prepare,  and 
bring  in  the  fame. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  being  read,  for  the  Houfe  to  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  confider  further  of  the  Governor's  Meffage,  and  the  Papers 
therein  mentioned. 

Ordered,  that  the  Letter  to  his  Excellency  from  Mr  John  Connolly,  which  was 
ordered  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  be  referred  to  the  faid  Committee. 

Then  the  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  the  faid  Committee. 

Mr  Speaker  left  the  Chair. 

Mr  Bland  took  the  Chair  of  the  Committee. 

Mr  Speaker  returned  the  Chair. 

Mr  Bland  reported  from  the  Committee  that  they  had  come  to  a  Refolution  which 
they  had  directed  him  to  report  to  the  House,  when  the  Houfe  will  pleafe  to  receive 
the  fame. 

Ordered,  that  the  Report  be  now  received. 

Mr  Bland  accordingly  reported  the  Refolution  which  the  Committee  had  directed 
him  to  report  to  the  Houfe,  which  he  read  in  his  Place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at 
the  Clerk's  Table;   where  the  fame  was  read,  and  is  as  followeth,  viz. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  an  Addrefs  be  prefented 
to  the  Governor,  to  reprefent  how  defirous  we  are  of  continuing  in  friendfhip  with  our 
Sifter  Colony  of  Pennsylvania ;  and  that  we  are  very  forry  that  any  Circumftances 
fhould  happen  that  tend  to  create  any  diffention  between  us ;  that,  however,  we  fhould 
be  deficient  in  our  duty,  if  we  did  not  fupport  the  juft  Rights  of  our  People,  and  protect 
them  from  Opprefiion,  from  whatever  quarter  it  may  arife ;  that  in  a  difpute  about  a 
Boundary  which  never  has  been  eftablifhed,  with  any  degree  of  Accuracy,  or  certainty, 
to  fubject  the  Officers  on  either  fide,  acting  under  the  Authority  of  Government,  to 
imprifonment,  and  Death,  is  deviating  widely  from  that  plain  and  fimple  Plan  of  Accomo- 
dation, which  has  been  obferved  in  former  Contefts  of  this  Nature,  and  would  have 
fuggefted  a  more  Concilatory  conduct;  to  recommend  to  his  Excellency  the  fixing  a 
temporary  line  between  this  Colony  and  Pennsylvania,  until  his  Majefty  fhall  direct 
the  true  and  proper  boundary  to  be  eftablifhed,  and  to  requeft  him  to  exert  the  Powers 
vefted  in  him,  by  the  Act  of  Affembly,  for  making  Provifions  againft  Invafions  and 
Infurrections, '  which  we  doubt  not,  will  be  fufficient  for  the  prefent  to  repel  the  Attacks 
of  the  Indians,  who  have  perfidioufly  commenced  Hoftilities  againft  his  Majefty's 
Colonies. 
129.1  The  faid  Refolution  being  read  a  fecond  time,  was,  upon  the  Queftion  put  there- 

upon, agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  draw  up  an  Addrefs  to  be  prefented 
to  the  Governor  upon  the  faid  Refolution. 

And  a  Committee  was  appointed  of  Mr  Bland,  Mr  Treafnrer,  Mr  Cary,  Mr  Richard 
Henry  Lee,  and  Mr  Harrifon. 

Mr  Jones  prefented  to  the  Houfe  according  to  Order,  a  Bill  for  altering  and  eftab- 
lifhing  the  boundaries  of  the  Counties  of  Stafford  and  King  George;  and  the  fame  was 
received  and  read  the  firft  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  fecond  time. 

Mr  Richard  Henry  Lee  prefented  to  the  Houfe  according  to  Order,  a  Bill  to  dock 
the  intail  of  certain  Lands  whereof  James  Scott,  the  Younger,  is  feifed  and  for  fettling 
other  Lands,  in  lieu  thereof ;   and  the  fame  was  received,  and  read  the  firft  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  fecond  time. 

Ordered,  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  fecond  time. 

The  Bill  was  accordingly  read  a  fecond  time. 
Refolved, 
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Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  committed  to  Mr  Richard  Henry  Lee,  Mr  Henry  Lee,  Mr 
Peyton,  Mr  Weft,  Mr  Field,  and  Mr  Henry  Pendleton. 

A  Petition  of  John  Weft  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read ;  fetting  forth  that 
the  Petitioner  is  feifed  in  fee  tail  of  two  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  ten  Acres  of  Land 
in  the  Parifh  of  Saint  John,  in  the  County  of  King  William;  and  that  he  hath  two 
Sons  and  feveral  Daughters,  and  is  defirous  of  making  fome  Provifion  for  his  Younger 
Children,  which  he  is  unable  to  do  for  want  of  a  fufficient  number  of  Slaves ;  and  there- 
fore praying,  that  leave  may  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  dock  the  intail  of  the  faid 
two  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  ten  Acres  of  Land,  and  fettle  other  Lands  with  Slaves 
annexed  in  lieu  thereof. 

Ordered,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill,  purfuant  to  the  prayer  of  the  faid 
Petition ;   and  that  Mr  Aylett  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  fame. 

The  other  Order  of  the  Day  being  read ; 

The  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  take  into  Con- 
fideration  the  Governor's  Speech. 

Mr  Speaker  left  the  Chair. 

Mr  Bland  took  the  Chair  of  the  Committee. 

Mr  Speaker  refumed  the  Chair. 

Mr  Bland  reported  that  the  Committee  had  not  come  to  any  Refolution. 

Mr  Bland  reported  from  the  Committee  of  Propofitions  and  Grievances,  to  whom 
feveral  Petitions  were  referred,  that  the  Committee  had  examined  the  matters  of  the 
faid  Petitions,  and  had  come  to  feveral  Refolutions  thereupon,  which  they  had  directed 
him  to  Report  to  the  Houfe ;  and  he  read  the  report  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered 
it  in  at  the  Clerk's  Table ;  where  the  Refolutions  of  the  Committee  were  read,  and  are 
as  followeth,  viz. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  Petition  of  the  Pro- 
prietors of  Warehoufes  for  the  Infpection  of  Tobacco,  on  the  upper  parts  of  James  and 
Appomattox  Rivers,  praying  that  they  may  be  feverally  allowed  to  inclofe  the  faid  18l 
Warehoufes  with  one  fufficient  Pallifade  of  Pofts  and  Plank  fecured  with  Doors  and 
Locks,  inftead  of  inclofing  every  Houfe  feparately,  is  reafonable. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  Petition  of  the  Infpectors 
of  Tobacco  at  the  Warehoufes  on  the  Upper  Parts  of  James  and  Appomattox  Rivers, 
to  the  fame  purport,  is  reafonable. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  Petition  of  Charles 
Hunt,  that  he  may  he  allowed  a  reward  for  communicating  to  the  Public  the  Remedy 
he  hath  dif covered  for  curing  certain  difeafes,  be  rejected. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee  that  the  Petition  of  divers 
Inhabitants  of  the  County  of  Henrico,  fetting  forth,  that  the  Warehoufes  at  Shockoe 
and  Byrds  Infpection  are  not  fufficient  to  hold  the  Tobacco's  brought  there,  and  praying 
that  another  Infpection  may  be  eftablifhed  on  the  land  of  Charles  Lervis  between  the 
River  and  Main  Road  leading  to  Rocket's  landing,  be  rejected. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  Petition  of  divers 
Inhabitants  on  New  River  praying  that  a  public  Ferry  may  be  eftablifhed  acrofs  the 
faid  River,  from  the  land  of  William  Herbert  on  one  fide,  to  his  land,  on  the  oppofite 
fhore,  is  reafonable. 

The  faid  Refolutions  being  feverally  read  a  fecond  time,  were,  upon  the  Queftion 
feverally  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  it  be  an  inftruction  to  the  Committee  of  Propofitions  and  Grievances, 
to  whom  the  Bill  for  further  continuing  an  Act  intituled  An  Ad1  for  amending  the 
Staple  of  Tobacco,  and  for  preventing  frauds  in  his  Majefty's  Cuftoms,  is  committed, 
that  they  have  Power  to  receive  a  Claufe  or  Claufes  purfuant  to  the  firft  and  fecond 
Refolutions  of  the  faid  Committee,  which  were  this  day  reported,  and  agreed  to  by 

the  Houfe. 

Ordered, 
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Ordered,  that  it  be  an  Inftrudtion  to  the  Committee  of  Proportions  and  Grievances, 
who  are  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  Bill  purfuant  to  the  fourth  Refolution  of 
the  faid  Committee,  which  was  reported  to  the  Houfe  upon  T lie f day  laft,  and  which 
was  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe,  that  they  have  Power  to  receive  a  Claufe  or  Claufes  purfuant 
to  the  fifth  Refolution  of  the  faid  Committee,  which  was  this  day  reported,  and  agreed 
to  by  the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  it  be  an  Inftrudtion  to  the  Committee  of  Propofitions  and  Grievances, 
to  whom  the  Bill  for  further  continuing  an  Act,  intituled  An  Ad  for  amending  the  Staple 
of  Tobacco,  and  for  preventing  frauds  in  his  Majefty's  Cuftoms,  is  committed,  that  they 
have  Power  to  receive  a  Claufe  or  Claufes  purfuant  to  the  third  Refolution  of  the  faid 
Committee,  which  was  reported  to  the  Houfe  upon  Tuefday  laft,  and  which  was  agreed 
to  by  the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Tabb  and  Mr  Talbot  be  added  to  the  Committee  of  Propofitions 
and  Grievances. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Talbot  and  Mr  Field  be  added  to  the  Committee  of  Public  Claims, 
las  Ordered,  that  Mr  Field  be  added  to  the  Committee  for  Courts  of  Juftice. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Tabb  be  added  to  the  Committee  of  Trade. 

And  then  the  Houfe  adjourned  till  Tomorrow  Morning,  eleven  of  the  Clock. 


Tri&a?,  H)*  13tl)  of  ^tta^  14  (Beo.  Ill  1774. 

A  Petition  of  the  freeholders  and  other  Inhabitants  of  the  Borough  of  Norfolk, 
whofe  Names  are  thereunto  fubferibed,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and 
read;  fetting  forth  that  the  Petitioners  conceive  the  Act  of  General 
Affembly  made  in  the  twenty  fecond  Year  of  the  Reign  of  King  George 
the  Second,  intituled  An  Ad1  concerning  Highways,  Mill  Dams  and  Bridges,  as  to 
the  Provifion  made  thereby  for  the  laying  out  clearing  and  repairing  Roads,  to  be 
unequal  and  oppreffive,  and  particularly  detrimental  to  the  Petitioners;  and 
praying  that  the  Inhabitants  of  the  faid  Borough  may  be  exempted  from  all 
kinds  of  Service  upon  any  Highway  or  Road  without  the  limits  thereof,  and  that 
the  expence  of  laying  and  clearing  and  repairing  the  Streets,  Caufeways  and 
Alleys  in  the  faid  Borough  may  be  defrayed  by  a  Tax,  to  be  affeffed  upon  the  faid 
Inhabitants. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  a  Committee ; 
and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  fame,  with  their  Opinion 
thereupon,  to  the  Houfe. 

And  it  is  referred  to  Mr  Hutchings,  Mr  Bland,  Mr  Holt,  and  Mr  Newton. 
184  Mr  Richard  Henry  Lee  prefented  to  the  Houfe  according  to  Order,  a  Bill  for  con- 

tinuing an  A6t,  intituled  An  Ad2  to  prevent  the  exorbitant  exadions  of  the  Colledors  of 
the  County  and  Parifh  levies;  and  the  fame  was  received,  and  read  the  firft  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  fecond  time. 

A  Petition  of  William  Brown  and  John  Sturdivant,  Infpedlors  of  Tobacco  at  Bland- 
ford  Warehoufe,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read ;  fetting  forth,  that  the  Petitioners 
had  taken  at  the  faid  Warehoufe  a  larger  quantity  of  Tobacco,  the  two  laft  Years,  than 
they  ufed  to  take  in  any  of  the  preceeding  Years,  fo  that  they  were  obliged  to  keep 
two  able  Hands  to  affif t  them  in  their  bufinefs ;  and  that  at  the  laft  Seffion  of  General 
Affembly,  their  Salaries  were  reduced  from  Seventy  to  Sixty  Pounds  per  Annum,  which 
they  humbly  conceive  to  be  not  adequate  to  their  labour  trouble  and  expence,  in  in- 
fpecting  and  taking  care  of  three  thoufand  Hogheads  of  Tobacco,  and  therefore  praying 
the  Houfe  to  take  their  Cafe  into  Confideration,  and  grant  them  fuch  Relief  as  fhall 
feem  juft. 
Ordered, 
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Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Conlideration  of  the  Committee 
of  Propofitions  and  Grievances;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and 
report  the  fame,  with  their  Opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe. 

A  Petition  of  Nathaniel  Rains  and  John  Watts,  junior,  Infpectors  of  Tobacco  at 
Boyd's  Warehoufe,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read;  fetting  forth,  that  the  Peti- 
tioners had  taken  at  the  faid  Warehoufe  a  larger  quantity  of  Tobacco,  the  two  laft 
Years,  than  they  ufed  to  take  in  any  of  the  preceding  Years,  fo  that  they  were  obliged  185 
to  keep  two  able  Hands  to  affift  them  in  their  bufinefs,  and  that,  at  the  laft  Seffion  of 
General  Affembly,  their  Salaries  were  reduced  from  Seventy  to  Sixty  Pounds  per  Annum, 
which  they  humbly  conceive  to  be  not  adequate  to  their  labour  trouble  and  expence, 
in  infpecting  and  taking  care  of  three  thoufands  Hogheads  of  Tobacco;  and  therefore 
praying  the  Houfe  to  take  their  Cafe  into  Confideration,  and  grant  them  fuch  Relief 
as  fhall  feem  juft. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
of  Propofitions  and  Grievances;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and 
report  the  fame,  with  their  Opinion  thereupon  to  the  Houfe. 

Mr  Richard  Henry  Lee  reported  from  the  Committee  to  whom  the  Bill  to  dock  the 
intail  of  certain  lands  whereof  James  Scott,  the  younger,  is  feifed,  and  for  fettling  other 
Lands,  in  lieu  thereof,  was  committed,  that  the  Committee  had  examined  the  Allega- 
tions of  the  Bill,  and  found  the  fame  to  be  true ;  and  that  the  Committee  had  directed 
him  to  report  the  Bill  to  the  Houfe  without  any  Amendment ;  and  he  delivered  the  Bill 
in  at  the  Clerk's  Table. 

Ordered,  that  the  Bill  be  engroffed. 

A  Petition  of  fundry  Inhabitants  on  Carr's  Creek,  whofe  names  are  thereunto  fub- 
fcribed,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read ;  fetting  forth,  that  the  faid  Creek  divides 
the  Counties  of  Augufta  and  Botetourt,  and  that  the  Petitioners,  whofe  lands  lie  on  both 
fides  thereof  are  thereby  put  to  unneceffary  trouble  in  procuring  Hemp  Certificates;  is6 
and  praying  that  the  faid  Counties  may  be  divided  by  a  Line  beginning  on  the  bank 
of  the  North  River,  at  or  near  the  Mouth  of  HalVs  Creek,  and  running  along  a  barren 
Ridge  to  the  top  of  the  North  Mountain,  and  along  the  North  Mountain,  to  the  old  Line, 
above  the  head  of  Carr's  Creek. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
of  Propofitions  and  Grievances;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and 
report  the  fame,  with  their  Opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe. 

A  Petition  of  feveral  of  the  Veftry  of  the  Parifh  of  Shelbume,  in  the  County  of 
Loudoun,  whofe  names  are  thereunto  fubfcribed,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and 
read;  fetting  forth,  that  the  Petitioners  underftand  that  the  Reverend  David  Griffith, 
Clerk,  Rector  of  the  faid  Parifh,  will  apply  to  the  General  Affembly  for  an  alteration 
of  the  Act  made  in  the  thirty  fecond  Year  of  the  Reign  of  King  George  the  fecond, 
intituled  An  Ad'  to  enable  the  Inhabitants  of  the  County  of  Loudoun  to  pay  their  public 
dues  and  Officers  Fees  in  Money,  and  for  other  Purpofes  therein  mentioned;  and  praying 
that  the  faid  Act  may  continue  unaltered. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
for  Religion ;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  fame  with 
their  Opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  the  Committee  of  Propofitions  and  Grievances  be  difcharged  from 
proceeding  upon  the  Petition  of  David  Griffith,  Clerk,  Rector  of  the  Parifh  of  Shelbume  iSJ 
in  the  County  of  Loudoun,  which  came  certified  to  this  Affembly,  praying  that  the  Act 
of  General  Affembly,  allowing  the  Inhabitants  of  the  faid  County  to  difcharge  their 
public  dues  in  Money,  at  the  rate  of  twelve  fhillings  and  fixpence  per  hundred  for  the 
Tobacco,  as  to  fo  much  thereof  as  relates  to  the  Petitioners  Salary,  may  be  repealed. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
for  Religion  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  fame,  with 
their  Opinion,  thereupon  to  the  Houfe. 

Mr 
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Mr  Treafurer  reported  from  the  Committee,  appointed  to  draw  up  an  Addrefs  to  be 
prefented  to  the  Governor,  that  they  had  drawn  up  an  Addrefs  accordingly,  which  they 
had  directed  him  to  report  to  the  Houfe;  and  he  read  the  fame  in  his  place,  and  after- 
wards delivered  it  in  at  the  Clerk's  Table ;  where  the  fame  was  read,  and  is  as  followeth, 
viz. 

My  Lord, 

We  his  Majefty's  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  Subjects,  the  Burgeffes  of  Virginia  now  fitting 
in  General  Affembly,  beg  leave  to  return  your  Excellency  our  fincere  Thanks  for  the  written 
Meffage,  and  the  feveral  Papers  therein  referred  to,  which  you  were  pleafed  to  lay  before 
us. 

It  is  our  moft  earneft  wifh  and  defire  to  cultivate  and  improve  that  good  underftanding 
and  Friendship,  which  hath  hitherto  fubfifted  between  our  Sifter  Colony  of  Pennfylvania 
and  Virginia,  and  therefore  we  cannot  Sufficiently  lament  that  any  unhappy  Incident  fhould 
is«  have  inter pofed  which  may  tend  to  deftroy  this  pleafing  Harmony,  and  create  any  diffenfion 
between  us.  But,  my  Lord,  however  ftrongly  we  may  be  impreffed  by  thefe  Sentimeyits, 
we  fhall  on  all  Occafions,  think  it  our  indifpenfable  Duty  to  fupport  the  juft  Rights  of  our 
Inhabitants  and  protect  them  from  Oppreffion  in  whatever  Quarter  it  may  arife. 

The  imprifoning  Officers  acting  under  the  Authority  of  Government  in  either  Country, 
upon  a  difpute  about  a  boundary,  which  appears  to  us  never  to  have  been  eftablifhed  with 
any  degree  of  Accuracy,  we  cannot  but  confider  as  a  wide  departure  and  deviation  from 
that  plain  and  fimple  plan  of  Accomodation,  which  has  been  obferved  on  former  Contefts 
of  this  nature,  and  fhould  have  fuggefted  a  more  Conciliatory  conduct  on  this  Occafion; 
much  more  fhould  we  have  expected,  that  it  would  have  prevented  that  Sanguinary  meafure 
of  fubjecting  Men  to  death,  which  with  concern,  we  obferve  hath  been  fo  precipitately  and 
incautioufly  adopted. 

For  the  prefent,  we  take  the  liberty  of  recommending  to  your  Excellency,  to  endeavour 
to  have  an  equitable  temporary  Line  fixed  between  this  Colony  and  Pennfylvania,  until 
his  Majefty  fhall  be  pleafed  to  direct  the  proper  and  true  boundary  to  be  eftabhfhed. 

It  gives  us  pain,  My  Lord,  to  find  that  the  Indians  have  made  frefh  Encroachments 

and  difturbancies  on  our  Frontiers;  we  have  only  to  requeft,  that  your  Excellency  will  be 

pleafed  to  exert  thofe  Powers  with  which  you  are  fully  invefted  by  the  Act  of  Affembly,  for 

is9  making  Provifion  againft  Invafions  and  Infurrections,  which,  we  doubt  not,  will  be  found 

fufficient  to  repel  the  hoftile  and  perfidious  Attempts  of  thofe  favage  and  barbarous  Enemies. 

The  faid  Addrefs  being  read  a  fecond  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Houfe  doth  agree  with  the  Committee  in  the  faid  Addrefs,  to  be 
prefented  to  the  Governor. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Excellency  by  the  whole  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  the  Gentlemen'  who  drew  up  the  faid  Addrefs,  do  wait  upon  the 
Governor,  to  know  his  pleafure  when  this  Houfe  fhall  attend  his  Excellency,  to  prefent 
their  Addrefs. 

Mr  Cary  reported  from  the  Committee  of  Public  Claims,  to  whom  the  Petition  of 
Arthur  Dent,'  a  Soldier  in  the  Virginia  Regiment,  was  referred,  that  the  Committee 
had  examined  the  matter  of  the  faid  Petition,  and  had  come  to  a  Refolution  thereupon, 
which  they  had  directed  him  to  report  to  the  Houfe ;  and  he  read  the  Report  in  his  Place, 
and  afterwards  delivered  it  in  at  the  Clerk's  Table ;  where  the  Refolution  of  the  Com- 
mittee was  read,  and  is  as  followeth,  viz. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  the  Committee,  that  the  Petitioner  ought  to  be 
allowed  the  fum  of  twenty  five  pounds,  for  his  prefent  Relief,  and  the  further  fum  of 
five  Pounds  per  annum,  during  his  life  as  a  recompence  for  the  Wounds  he  received  in 
the  Service  of  the  Country. 

The  faid  Refolution  being  read  a  fecond  Time,  was  upon  the  Queftion  put  there- 
upon, agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 
A 
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A  Petition  of  Thomas  Fifher  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read;  fetting  forth,  i» 
that  the  Petitioner  is  feifed  in  fee  tail  of  four  hundred  and  forty  four  Acres  of  land, 
in  the  Parifh  of  Hungars,  in  the  County  of  Northampton,  and  that  it  would  be  of  ad- 
vantage to  the  Petitioner,  and  his  Heir  and  Family,  to  veft  the  faid  Land  in  him  in 
fee  fimple,  and  fettle  other  Land  and  Slaves,  of  equal  value,  in  lieu  thereof ;  and  praying 
that  leave  may  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  that  purpofe. 

Ordered,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  purfuant  to  the  prayer  of  the  faid 
Petition ;  and  that  Mr  Bowdoin  and  Mr  Burton  do  prepare,  and  bring  in  the  fame. 

A  Bill  to  dock  the  intail  of  certain  Lands  whereof  Nathaniel  Lyttleton  Savage  is 
feifed  in  fee  tail,  and  for  fettling  Slaves  of  greater  value,  in  lieu  thereof,  was  read  a  fecond 
time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  committed  to  Mr  Bowdoin,  Mr  Burton,  and  Mr  James  Henry. 

Mr  Cary  reported  from  the  Committee  of  public  Claims,  to  whom  the  Petition  of 
Thomas  Patterfon  was  referred,  that  the  Committee  had  examined  the  matter  of 
the  faid  Petition,  and  had  directed  him  to  report  the  fame,  as  it  appeared  to 
them,  together  with  the  Refolution  of  the  Committee  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe,  and 
he  read  the  report  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  it  in  at  the  Clerk's  Table; 
where  the  fame  was  read,  and  is  as  followeth,  viz. 

It  appears  to  your  Committee,  that  the  Slave  Tom,  in  the  Petition  mentioned,  Hl 
committed  a  Murder  on  a  white  Woman,  and  immediately  ran  away,  taking  with  him 
two  of  his  Mafters  Guns ;  that  he  was  duly  outlawed,  and  being  fought  for  by  the  Sherif 
of  the  County,  in  Company  with  feveral  other  Perfons,  was  found  Dead,  and  one  of 
the  Guns  lying  by  him,  with  which  it  was  fuppofed  he  had  fhot  himfelf ;  and  that  the 
faid  Slave  was,  by  the  Court  of  the  County  of  Buckingham,  valued  at  Eighty  five  Pounds : 
whereupon  the  Committee  came  to  the  following  Refolution : 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  Petitioner  ought  to  be 
allowed  the  fum  of  Eighty  five  Pounds  for  the  faid  Slave. 

The  faid  Refolution  being  read  a  fecond  time,  was,  upon  the  Question  put  there- 
upon, agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

A  Bill  for  altering  and  eftablifhing  the  boundaries  of  the  Counties  of  Stafford  and 
King  George  was  read  a  fecond  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  committed  to  the  Committee  of  Propofitions  and  Grievances. 

Ordered,  that  the  Petition  of  the  upper  Inhabitants  of  the  County  of  Stafford, 
praying  that,  if  the  Counties  of  Stafford  and  King  George  fhould  be  divided  by  the  Line 
made  in  purfuance  of  the  Act T  of  General  Aff embly  appointing  Commiffioners  to  ftrike 
the  faid  Line,  the  upper  County  may  be  called  by  the  name  of  Stafford,  which  was 
ordered  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Propofitions  and  Griev- 
ances to  whom  the  Bill  for  altering  and  eftablifhing  the  boundaries  of  the  Counties  of 
Stafford  and  King  George  is  committed. 

Ordered,  that  it  be  an  Inftruction  to  the  Committee  of  Public  Claims,  that  they  14a 
make  an  allowance  in  the  Book  of  Claims  of  the  fum  of  fifteen  Pounds  to  Mr  Robert 
Doack,  who  was  elected  to  ferve  as  a  Burgefs  in  this  prefent  General  Aff  embly  for  the 
County  of  Fincaftle,  for  travelling  to  the  former  and  this  Seffion,  and  for  his  Attendance 
at  the  latter. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  DuVal  have  leave  to  be  abfent  from  the  fervice  of  this  Houfe  until 
Monday  Sevenight. 

A  Bill  to  dock  the  intail  of  certain  Lands  whereof  Thomas  Jeff  erf  on  and  Martha 
his  Wife,  in  right  of  the  faid  Martha,  are  feifed  in  fee  tail,  for  vefting  the  fame  in  Henry 
Skipwith,  Gentleman,  and  for  fettling  other  lands,  of  equal  value,  to  the  fame  Ufes 
was  read  a  fecond  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  committed  to  Mr  Bland,  Mr  Cary,  Mr  Woodfon,  Mr  Thomas 
Mann  Randolph,  and  Mr  Fleming. 

And  then  the  Houfe  adjourned  till  Tomorrow  Morning,  eleven  of  the  Clock. 

Saturday, 
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Saturday  tl>e  I4tl)  of  yZa?.  14  (Beo.  lit  1774, 

MR.  5/an<i  reported  to  the  Houfe,  that  the  Governor,  having  been  waited  upon, 
purfuant  to  the  order  of  Yefterday,  to  know  his  pleafure  when  he  would  be 
attended  by  this  Houfe  had  been  pleafed  to  appoint  to  be  attended  this  day  in 
the  Council  Chamber. 

A  Petition  of  feveral  Perfons,  whofe  names  are  thereunto  fubfcribed,  taking  notice 
143  of  an  Application  intended  to  be  made  to  this  Houfe  for  a  public  Ferry  over  James 
River,  from  the  fork  at  the  Conflux  of  the  Rivanna  and  Fluvanna,  in  the  County  of 
Albemarle,  to  the  land  belonging  to  the  Eftate  of  Philip  Mayo,  Ef quire,  deceafed,  in  the 
County  of  Cumberland,  and  fetting  forth,  that  the  advantage  the  Public  can  derive 
from  fuch  Ferry  will  be  trifling,  and  that  the  Roads  leading  to  it  will  be  very  incon- 
venient to  the  lands  through  which  they  pafs ;  and  therefore  praying  that  the  faid  ferry 
may  not  be  Eftablifhed ;  And  alfo 

A  Petition  of  George  Carrington,  Guardian  of  Jofeph  Mayo,  an  Infant,  taking 
Notice  of  the  faid  intended  application  for  a  Ferry  at  the  place  aforefaid,  and  fetting 
forth,  that  the  Road  to  it  muft  run  through  the  body  of  a  fmall  but  very  valuable 
Plantation  of  the  Petitioner,  and  that  the  public  is  already  well  ferved  with  Ferries  to 
which  there  are  good  Roads  near  the  fame  place ;  and  therefore  praying  that  the  Petition 
for  the  Ferry  may  be  rejected; 

Were  feverally  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petitions  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
of  Propofitions  and  Grievances;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and 
report  the  fame,  with  their  Opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe. 

Mr  Bowdoin  reported  from  the  Committee,  to  whom  the  Bill  to  dock  the  intail  of 
certain  lands  whereof  Nathaniel  Lyttleton  Savage  is  feifed  in  Fee  Tail,  and  for  fettling 
Slaves,  of  greater  value,  in  lieu  thereof,  was  committed,  that  the  Committee  had  ex- 
amined the  Allegations  of  the  Bill,  and  found  the  fame  to  be  true ;  and  that  the  Com- 
mittee  had  directed  him  to  report  the  Bill  to  the  Houfe  without  any  Amendment ;  and 
he  delivered  the  Bill  in  at  the  Clerk's  Table. 

Ordered,  that  the  Bill  be  engroffed. 

An  engroffed  Bill  to  dock  the  Intail  of  certain  Lands  whereof  James  Scott,  the 
younger,  is  feifed,  and  for  fettling  other  lands  in  lieu  thereof,  was  read  the  third 
time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  do  pafs ;  and  that  the  Title  be,  An  Ad  to  dock  the  intail  of 
certain  lands  whereof  James  Scott,  the  younger,  is  feifed,  and  for  fettling  other  lands  in 
lieu  thereof. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Richard  Henry  Lee  do  carry  the  Bill  to  the  Council,  and  defire 
their  Concurrence. 

Several  Members  fome  of  whom  were  returned  upon  new  Writs  having  taken  the 
Oaths  appointed  to  be  taken  by  Adt  of  Parliament,  and  repeated  and  fubfcribed  the 
Teft,  took  their  Places  in  the  Houfe. 

Mr  Bowdoin  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  according  to  Order,  a  Bill  to  dock  the  intail  of 
certain  Lands  whereof  Thomas  Fifher  is  feifed,  and  for  fettling  other  lands  and  Slaves, 
of  greater  value,  to  the  fame  Ufes ;  and  the  fame  was  received,  and  read  the  firft  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  fecond  time. 

A  Bill  for  continuing  an  Acl;  intituled  An  Ad  to  prevent  the  exorbitant  exadions  of 
the  Collectors  of  the  County  and  Parifh  levies,  was  read  a  fecond  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  committed  to  the  Committee  of  Propofitions  and  Griev- 
ances. 

A  Meffage  from  the  Governor  by  Mr  Blatr : 
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Mr  Speaker, 

The  Governor  is  now  ready  to  receive  the  Addrefs  of  your  Houfe  in  the  Council  Chamber. 

Accordingly 
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Accordingly  Mr  Speaker,  with  the  Houfe,  went  up,  and  being  returned  he  reported, 
that  the  Houfe  had  attended  the  Governor  with  their  Addrefs,  to  which  his  Excellency 
was  pleaf ed  to  give  this  Anfwer : 

M'  Speaker,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Burgeffes, 

I  return  you  my  fincere  Thanks  for  this  Addrefs,  and  fhall  be  ready,  conformable  to 
your  Advice,  to  agree  to  an  equitable  temporary  Line  between  this  Colony  and  Pennfylvania, 
if  I  find  it  propofed,  or,  if  that  Government  proceeds  in  that  violent  manner  in  which  it  has 
begun,  to  exert  the  Powers,  with  which  I  am  vefted,  to  proteA  the  Inhabitants,  who  are 
expofed  to  fuch  ill  treatment. 

I  have  too  much  experience  of  your  inclination  to  advance  the  profperity  of  the  Colony, 
by  all  means  in  your  Power,  to  fuppofe,  that  anything  could  have  determined  you  not  to 
enable  me  to  raife  a  fufficient  force  for  repelling  the  Attempts  of  the  Indians,  but  your  feeing 
the  matter  in  a  light  different  from  that  I  view  it  in.  The  Militia,  to  which  I  muft  have 
recourfe,  unlefs  you  think  fit  to  alter  your  Meafures,  I  cannot  but  confider  as  altogether 
unequal  to  the  prefent  occajion:  and  I  think  it  my  duty  to  mention  that  a  regular  force, 
fubjed  to  difcipline,  and  raifed  in  the  very  beginning  of  this  difturbance,  by  which  the 
Indians  may  perceive  our  determined  Refolution  to  chaftife  them,  would  probably  fave  in 
the  end  a  much  greater  ex  pence,  and  therefore,  inftead  of  burthening,  become  a  relief  to  i« 
your  Conftituents,  while  at  the  fame  time  it  affords  them  an  effectual  protection  of  their 
deareft  Interefts. 

Mr  Attorney  General1  reported  from  the  Committee,  to  whom  the  Bill  to  confirm 
the  Titles  to  fundry  Houfes  and  Lots  of  Land,  whereof  Nathaniel  Walthoe,  Efquire, 
died  feifed,  to  the  purchafers  thereof,  was  committed,  that  the  Committee  had  examined 
the  Allegations  of  the  Bill,  and  found  the  fame  to  be  true;  and  that  the  Committee 
had  directed  him  to  report  the  Bill  to  the  Houfe,  without  any  Amendment;  and  he 
delivered  the  Bill  in  at  the  Clerk's  Table. 

Ordered,  that  the  Bill  be  engroffed. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Carrington,  Mr  Winn,  Mr  Woodfon,  Mr  Claiborne,  Mr  Rutherford, 
and  Mr  Jofeph  Cabell  be  added  to  the  Committee  for  Religion. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Carrington,  be  added  to  the  Committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Carrington,  Mr  Woodfon,  Mr  Jofeph  Cabell,  and  Mr  Rutherford  be 
added  to  the  Committee  of  Propofitions  and  Grievances. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Woodfon,  Mr  Burton,  Mr  Jofeph  Cabell  and  Mr  Winn  be  added  to 
the  Committee  of  Public  Claims. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Woodfon  and  Mr  Claiborne  be  added  to  the  Committee  for  Courts 
of  Juftice. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Winn  be  added  to  the  Committee  of  Trade. 

And  then  the  Houfe  adjourned  till  Monday  Morning  next  eleven  of  the  Clock. 
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A  Petition  of  fundry  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Parifh  of  Albemarle,  in  the  County 
of  Suffex,  whofe  Names  are  thereunto  fubfcribed  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe 
and  read,  fetting  forth,  that  the  faid  Parifh  being  very  extenfive,  and  having 
no  lefs  than  four  Churches  in  it,  the  Minifter  thereof  cannot  perform  his 
Duty  as  it  ought  to  be  done;  and  that  the  number  of  Tithables  refident  in  the  faid 
Parish,  according  to  the  laft  Affeffment,  is  two  thoufand  and  eight  hundred;  and 
therefore  praying  that  leave  may  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  dividing  the  faid  Parifh 
into  two  Parifhes,  by  Monks  Neck  Creek,  from  Dinwiddie  County  line  to  Nottoway 
River,  thence,  from  the  bank  of  the  River  oppofite  to  the  Mouth  of  the  faid  Creek,  by 
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a  ftraight  line  to  the  mouth  of  Hunting  Quarter  Run,  and   thence  by  Nottoway  River 
to  Southampton  County  line;  And  alfo. 

A  Petition  of  sundry  other  Inhabitants  of  the  said  Parifh  in  oppofition  thereto, 
letting  forth  that  a  divifion  thereof  is  contrary  to  the  inclination  of  much  the  greater 
part  of  the  Parifhioners,  who  are  yet  indebted  for  additions  and  repairs  to  fome  of 
their  churches ;  and  that  the  Churches  are  fo  fituate  that,  in  cafe  of  a  divifion,  they 
would  not  anfwer  the  end  propofed;  and  therefore  praying  that  the  faid  Parifh  may 
not  be  divided,  or,  if  it  be,  that  it  may  be  divided  Croffways. 

Were  feverally  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petitions  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
for  Religion,  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter   thereof,  and  report  the  fame,  with 
us  their  Opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe. 

A  Bill  to  dock  the  intail  of  certain  Lands  whereof  Thomas  Fifher  is  feifed,  and  for 
fettling  other  Lands  and  Slaves,  of  greater  value  to  the  fame  Ufes,  was  read  a  fecond 
time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  committed  to  Mr  Bowdoin,  Mr  Burton,  and  Mr  James 
Henry. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Treasurer  do  lay  his  Account  before  the  Houfe. 

Mr  Cary  reported  from  the  Committee  of  Propofitions  and  Grievances,  to  whom 
the  Bill  for  further  continuing  An  Act,  intituled  An  Ad1  for  reducing  the  feveral  Ads  of 
Affembly  for  making  Provision  againft  Invafions  and  Infurredions  into  one  Ad,  was 
committed,  that  the  Committee  had  gone  through  the  Bill,  and  made  an  Amendment 
thereunto,  which  they  had  directed  him  to  report  to  the  Houfe ;  and  he  read  the  Report 
in  his  Place,  and  afterwards  delivered  the  Bill,  with  the  Amendment,  in  at  the  Clerk's 
Table. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Bill  be  recommitted. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Bill  be  recommitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe. 

Refolved,  that  this  Houfe  will  Tomorrow  Refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  Houfe,  to  confider  of  the  faid  Bill. 

An  ingroffed  Bill  to  confirm  the  Titles  to  fundry  Houfes  and  Lots  of  Land,  whereof 
Nathaniel  Walthoe,  Efquire,  died  feifed,  to  the  Purchafers  thereof,  was  read  the  third 
time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  do  pafs ;  and  that  the  Title  be,  An  Ad  to  confirm  the  Titles 
to  fundry  Houfes  and  Lots  of  Land,  whereof  Nathaniel  Walthoe,  Efquire,  died  feifed,  to  the 
Purchafers  thereof. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Attorney  General  do  carry  the  Bill  to  the  Council,  and  defire  their 
Concurrence. 

Mr  Treafurer,  according  to  order,  laid  his  Accounts  before  the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Accounts  do  lie  upon  the  Table,  to  be  perufed  by  the  Mem- 
bers of  the  Houfe. 

A  Petition  of  Sundry  Inhabitants  of  the  Counties  of  Chefterfield  and  Amelia, 
fetting  forth,  that  fo  great  a  quantity  of  Tobacco  hath  been  lately  brought  to  the  Ware- 
houfe  at  Ofbornes,  that  another  Infpection  near  that  place  is  become  neceffary ;  and 
that  a  Lot  of  Land  belonging  to  Archibald  Walthall,  in  the  Town  of  Gatefville,  is  a  proper 
place  for  fuch  Infpection ;  and  therefore  praying  that  an  Infpection  may  be  eftablifhed 
there;    And  alfo 

A  Petition  of  fundry  other  Inhabitants  of  the  faid  Counties,  in  Oppofition  thereto, 
praying  that,  if  another  Infpection  in  the  Neighborhood  of  Ofbornes,  be  deemed  necef- 
fary, it  may  be  at  Reid's  Point,  on  the  land  of  John  Ofborne,  which  is  more  convenient 
than  the  place  propofed  at  Gatefville. 

Were  feverally  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petitions  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
of  Propofitions  and  Grievances;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and 
report  the  fame,  with  their  Opinion  thereupon  to  the  Houfe. 

An 
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An  ingroffed  Bill  to  dock  the  intail  of  certain  Lands  whereof  Nathaniel  Lyttleton 
Savage  is  feifed  in  fee  tail,  and  for  fettling  Slaves  of  greater  value  in  lieu  thereof  was 
read  the  third  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  do  pafs;   and  that  the  Title  be,  An  Ad  to  dock  the  intail  of  i» 
certain  Lands  whereof  Nathaniel  Lyttleton  Savage  is  feifed  in  fee  tail,  and  for  fettling 
Slaves  of  greater  value,  in  lieu  thereof. 

Ordered  that  Mr  Bowdoin  do  carry  the  Bill  to  the  Council,  and  defire  their  Concur- 
rence. 

Ordered,  that  the  Committee  of  Propofitions  and  Grievances  be  difcharged  from 
proceeding  upon  the  Petition  of  fundry  Baptift  Minifters,  from  different  parts  of  this 
Country,  convened  together  in  Loudoun  County,  at  their  annual  Affociation,  which 
came  certified  to  this  Affembly  praying  that  an  Acl;  of  Toleration  may  be  made,  giving 
the  Petitioners  and  other  Proteftant  diffenting  Minifters  liberty  to  preach  in  all  proper 
places,  and  at  all  Seafons,  without  reftraint. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
for  Religion ;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same  with 
their  Opinion  thereupon  to  the  Houfe. 

A  Petition  of  John  Boyd  and  feveral  other  Perfons  of  the  County  of  Berkeley  whof e 
Names  are  thereunto  fubfcribed,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read,  praying  that  a 
public  ferry  may  be  eftablifhed  over  the  River  Potomack,  from  the  land  of  the  faid 
John  Boyd,  in  the  faid  County,  to  the  land  of  Mr  James  Johnfon  and  Company,  in  the 
Province  of  Maryland. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
of  Propofitions  and  Grievances;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and 
report  the  fame  with  their  Opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe. 

Another  Member  having  taken  the  Oaths  appointed  to  be  taken  by  Adt  of  Parlia-  151 
ment,  and  repeated  and  fubfcribed  the  Teft,  took  his  place  in  the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Wafhington,  Mr  Gray,  Mr  Munford,  and  Mr  Syme  be  added  to  the 
Committee  for  Religion. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Riddick,  Mr  Roane,  Mr  Wafhington,  and  Mr  Munford  be  added  to 
the  Committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections . 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Gray,  Mr  Taylor,  Mr  Adams,  Mr  Wafhington,  Mr  Riddick,  Mr  Syme, 
Mr  Munford,  and  Mr  M arable  be  added  to  the  Committee  of  Propofitions  and  Griev- 
ances. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Watkins,  Mr  Taylor,  Mr  Gray,  Mr  Adams,  Mr  Marable,  Mr  Lynch, 
Mr  Rutherford,  Mr  Slaughter,  Mr  Terry,  Mr  Zane,  Mr  Coles  and  Mr  Hite  be  added  to  the 
Committee  of  Public  Claims. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Thornton,  Mr  Gray,  Mr  Taylor,  and  Mr  Speed  be  added  to  the 
Committee  for  Courts  of  Juftice. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Stubblefield  and  Mr  Adams  be  added  to  the  Committee  of  Trade. 

And  then  the  Houfe  adjourned  till  Tomorrow  Morning,  eleven  of  the  Clock. 
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A  Member  returned  upon  a  new  Writ  having  taken  the  Oaths  appointed  to  be 
taken  by  A<5t  of  Parliament,  and  repeated  and  fubfcribed  the  Teft,  took 
his  place  in  the  Houfe. 

A  Petition  of  the  Minifter  and  fundry  Inhabitants  of  the  Parifh  of  Saint 
James,  in  the  County  of  Mecklenburg,  whofe  Names  are  thereunto  fubfcribed,  was  pre-  152 
fented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read;  fetting  forth,  that  the  faid  Parifh  is  of  fo  large  extent, 
and  hath  fo  many  Churches  in  it,  that  the  Petitioners  cannot  attend  divine  fervice,  and 
have  the  benefit  of  Communion,  fo  frequently  as  they  defire ;  and  that  there  are  two  thou- 
fand  fix  hundred  and  ninety  two  Tithable  Perfons  in  the  faid  Parifh ;  and  therefore  pray- 
ing 
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ing  that  leave  may  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  dividing  the  faid  Parifh,  by  the  Road 
leading  from  the  Carolina  line  to  Taylor's  ferry,  on  Roan  Oak  River,  and  thence  running 
near  the  Court-Houfe  of  the  faid  County.to  Meherrin  River,  at  a  Ford  on  Wiltons  Road. 
Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
for  Religion ;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  fame,  with 
their  Opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe. 

A  Petition  of  John  Brander,  Clerk,  Minifter  of  the  Parifh  of  Ruff  ell,  in  the  County 
of  Bedford,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read ;  fetting  forth,  that  the  faid  Parifh  is 
very  extenfive,  and  the  Churches  therein  far  diftant  from  one  another;  and  that  the 
Petitioner  is  obliged,  by  virtue  of  an  Act  of  General  Affembly,  to  receive  Money  for  the 
Tobacco  levied  for  him,  at  the  rate  of  twelve  Shillings  and  fixpence  per  hundred  Weight, 
which  is  lefs  than  other  Minifters  are  intitled  to ;  and  therefore  praying  that  his  Salary 
may  be  paid  to  him  at  the  fame  price  as  fuch  other  Minifters  receive  theirs. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
for  Religion ;   and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  fame,  with 
their  Opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe. 
16S  A  Petition  of  William  Mead1  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read;   fetting  forth, 

that  in  the  Year  1758,  three  head  of  Cattle  were  taken  from  the  Petitioner,  for  the  Ufe 
of  the  Militia  of  the  County  of  Amelia,  which  he  had  never  received  any  fatiffaction 
for,  not  being  able  till  very  lately  to  procure  a  Certificate,  which  he  hath  now  obtained 
from  the  Commanding  Officer,  to  intitle  him  thereto ;  and  therefore  praying  the  Houfe 
to  make  him  fuch  allowance  as  fhall  feem  juft. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
of  public  Claims ;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  fame, 
with  their  Opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Andrew  Lewis,  Mr  Macdowell  and  Mr  James  Taylor  be  added  to 
the  Committee  for  Religion. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Mofeley  be  added  to  the  Committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections, 
and  Trade. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  James  Taylor  be  added  to  the  Committee  of  Propofitions  and 
Grievances. 

A  Petition''  of  feveral  Members  of  the  Prefbyterian  Church  in  the  County  of  Bedford, 
whofe  names  are  thereunto  fubferibed,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read;  fetting 
forth,  that  many  well  difpofed  Perfons  of  their  Community  had  made  Contributions 
to  which  others  are  willing  to  add,  for  fupporting  their  Clergy  in  a  method  more  con- 
venient than  the  ordinary  one  by  fubferiptions ;  but  that  the  pious  intentions  of  fuch 
benefactors  cannot  be  effectually  carried  into  execution,  the  elders  of  the  Church  not 
being  incorporated,  fo  as  to  be  capable  of  taking  and  holding  lands  and  Slaves  for  the 
16*  ufe  of  the  Minifter ;  and  therefore  praying  that  the  faid  Elders  may  be  enabled  to  take 
and  hold  Lands  and  Slaves  to  fuch  ufe,  under  proper  Regulations. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
for  Religion ;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  fame,  with 
their  Opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe. 

A  Petition  of  Bofwell  Goodwin  and  James  Goodwin,  Infpectors  of  Tobacco  at  Bol- 
lingbrooke  Warehoufes,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read;  fetting  forth,  that,  upon 
the  eftablifhment  of  two  new  Infpections  at  Blandford  and  Cedar  Point,  this  Houfe  was 
pleafed  to  reduce  the  Salaries  of  the  Petitioners  from  Seventy  to  Sixty  Pounds  per 
Annum,  it  being  fuppofed  that  lefs  Tobacco  would  then  be  brought  to  Bollingbrooke 
than  had  been  theretofore ;  but  that,  contrariwife,  the  quantity  brought  there  was  con- 
fiderably  encreaf ed ;  and  therefore  praying  that  they  may  be  allowed  the  Salary  they 
formerly  received. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
of  Propofitions  and  Grievances;    and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and 
report  the  fame,  with  their  Opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe. 
A 
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A  Petition  of  feveral  Perfons  inhabitants  of  that  part  of  the  Parifh  of  Beckford, 
which  was  lately  taken  from  the  Parifh  of  Frederick,  whofe  names  are  thereunto  fub- 
fcribed,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read;  fetting  forth,  that,  by  means  of  the 
alteration  in  the  boundary  of  the  faid  Parifh,  the  Petitioners  are  fubject  to  taxation 
by  a  Veftry  in  the  Election  of  whom  they  had  no  voice,  and  therefore  praying  that  iss 
the  faid  Veftry  may  be  diffolved. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
for  Religion ;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  fame,  with 
their  Opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  the  Committee  for  Religion  be  difcharged  from  proceeding  upon  the 
Petition  of  fundry  Inhabitants  of  the  Parifh  of  Saint  James,  in  the  County  of  Mecklen- 
burg, praying,  that  the  faid  Veftry  may  be  diffolved. 

The  faid  Petition  was,  by  leave  of  the  Houfe  withdrawn. 

A  Petition'  of  James  Keeling,  a  foldier  in  the  Virginia  Regiment,  was  prefented  to 
the  Houfe  and  read ;  fetting  forth,  that,  whilft  he  was  employed  in  erecting  a  Fortrefs, 
his  Arm  was  broke  and  his  Shoulder  diflocated,  whereby  he  is  difabled  to  provide  for 
his  Subfif tence,  and  that  he  is  now  far  advanced  in  Years,  and  indigent ;  and  therefore 
praying  Relief. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
of  Public  Claims ;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  fame, 
with  their  Opinion  thereupon  to  the  Houfe. 

A  Petition  of  John  Durett  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read;  fetting  forth, 
that  a  negro  Man  Slave,  named  Jacob,  belonging  to  the  Petitioner,  having  been  guilty 
of  Felony,  and  being  committed  to  the  Gaol  of  the  County  of  Spotsylvania,  to  be  tried, 
for  the  fame,  in  order  to  make  his  efcape,  fet  fire  to  the  faid  Gaol,  and  perifhed  in  the 
Flames;  and  therefore  praying  the  Houfe  to  take  the  Cafe  under  Confideration,  and 
allow  the  Petitioner  the  value  of  the  faid  Slave. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
of  public  Claims;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  fame, 
with  their  Opinion  thereupon  to  the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  it  be  an  Inftruction  to  the  Committee  of  Public  Claims,  that  they  make 
an  allowance,  in  the  Book  of  Claims,  to  Mr  George  Slaughter  of  the  value  of  a  Hogfhead 
of  Tobacco,  infpected  for  him  at  Falmouth  Warehoufe,  and  carried  away  by  the  frefh, 

in  May  1771. 

Ordered,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  taking  the  privy  examination 
of  Femes  Covert,  rending  in  diftant  Countries,  and  that  Mr  Treasurer,  Mr  Richard 
Henry  Lee,  and  Mr  Richard  Lee  do  prepare,  and  bring  in  the  fame. 

A  Petition  of  George  Archer  and  Francis  Eppes  Infpectors  of  Tobacco  at  Boilings 
Point  Warehoufes,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read;  fetting  forth,  that  when 
Infpections  at  Cedar  Point  and  at  Davifs  in  Blandford  were  eftablifhed,  the  Salaries 
of  the  Petitioners,  which  before  that  time  had  been  Seventy  Pounds,  were  reduced  to 
fixty  Pounds  per  Annum,  it  being  expected  that  the  latter  Warehoufes  would  take  a 
confiderable  part  of  the  Tobacco  which  would  otherwife  be  brought  to  the  others,  but 
that  the  quantity  of  Tobacco  received  by  the  Petitioners  fince  hath  not  been  lefs,  than 
it  had  been ;  and  therefore  praying  that  they  be  allowed  their  former  Salaries. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
of  Propofitions  and  Grievances;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and 
report  the  fame  with  their  Opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe. 

A  Petition 2  of  Thomas  Minor  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read ;  fetting  forth  167 
that  he  was  fummoned  as  a  Juryman,  by  a  Writ  of  Venire  facias,  on  the  Trial  of  John 
King,  a  Criminal  fent  from  the  County  of  Spotfylvania,  and  attended  the  General  Court 
for  that  purpofe;  but  that,  from  fome  miftake  his  attendance  was  not  entered  with 
that  of  his  fellows,  fo  that  nothing  was  levied  for  him ;  and  therefore  praying  that  he 
may  be  allowed  for  fuch  his  Attendance  and  travelling. 

Ordered. 
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Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
of  public  Claims;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  fame, 
with  their  Opinion  thereupon  to  the  Houfe. 

Mr  Treafurer  prefented  to  the  Houfe  according  to  Order  a  Bill  for  taking  the  privy 
examination  of  Femes  Covert  refiding  in  diftant  Countries;  and  the  fame  was  received, 
and  read  the  firft  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  fecond  time. 

Ordered,  that  the  Chaplain  do  attend  to  read  Prayers,  in  the  Houfe,  every  Morning 
at  nine  of  the  Clock. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Edmund  Pendleton  do  go  to  the  Council,  and  acquaint  them  that 
the  Chaplain  will  attend  to  read  Prayers,  in  the  Houfe,  every  Morning  at  nine  of  the 
Clock. 

Mr  Bowdoin  reported  from  the  Committee  to  whom  the  Bill  to  dock  the  intail  of 
certain  Lands  whereof  Thomas  Fifher  is  feifed,  and  for  fettling  other  Lands  and  Slaves 
of  greater  value,  to  the  fame  Ufes,  was  committed,  that  the  Committee  had  examined 
168  the  Allegations  of  the  Bill,  and  found  the  fame  to  be  true ;  and  that  the  Committee  had 
gone  through  the  Bill,  and  made  an  Amendment  thereunto,  which  they  had  directed 
him  to  report  to  the  Houfe;  and  he  read  the  Report  in  his  Place,  and  afterwards  de- 
livered the  Bill,  with  the  Amendment,  in  at  the  Clerk's  Table;  where  the  Amendment 
was  twice  read,  and  upon  the  Queftion  put  thereupon,  was  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  the  Bill,  with  the  Amendment,  be  engroffed. 

A  Petition  of  Timothy  Conway,  a  Soldier  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read ; 
fetting  forth,  that  at  the  battle  of  the  Meadows  the  Petitioner  received  a  Wound  in  the 
Wrift  of  his  right  Arm,  which  endangered  his  life;  that  afterwards  being  fomewhat 
recovered  he  inlifted  into  a  ranging  Company  and  when  that  was  difbanded  ferved  in 
the  Virginia  Regiment,  until  he  was  difcharged,  his  Wound  being  thought  incurable ; 
and  that  being  old  and  unable  to  labour,  he  is  now  in  the  utmoft  diftrefs ;  and  therefore 
praying  the  Affiftance  of  this  Honourable  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
of  Public  Claims;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof  and  report  the  fame 
with  their  Opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Holt  have  leave  to  be  abfent  from  the  Service  of  this  Houfe  till 
Monday  next. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  being  read. 

The  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  upon  the  Bill  for 
further  continuing  An  Ac~l,  intituled  An  Ad1  for  reducing  the  feveral  Ads  of  Affembly 
for  making  Provifion  againft  Invasions  and  Infurredions  into  one  Ad. 
\m  Mr  Speaker  left  the  Chair. 

Mr  Bland  took  the  Chair  of  the  Committee. 

Mr  Speaker  refumed  the  Chair. 

Mr  Bland  reported  from  the  Committee,  that  they  had  made  a  Progrefs  in  the 
Bill,  and  that  he  was  directed  by  the  Committee  to  move  that  they  may  have  leave  to 
fit  again. 

Refolved,  that  this  Houfe  will  Tomorrow  Refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  Houfe  to  confider  further  of  the  faid  Bill. 

And,  then  the  Houfe  adjourned  till  Tomorrow  Morning,  eleven  of  the  Clock. 
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ORDERED,  that  Mr  Charles  Carter,  of  Lancafter,  be  added  to  the  Committees 
for  Religion,  Privileges  and  Elections,  and  Propofitions  and  Grievances. 
Ordered,  that  Mr  Claiborne  be  added  to  the  Committee  of  Propofitions 
and  Grievances. 

Ordered,  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  examine  the  Treafurers  Accounts; 
and  that  they  do  ftate  in  Account  as  well  the  Balance  due  from  the  late  Treafurer  to 
the  Public,  as  the  feveral  funds  by  Law  appropriated  for  the  Redemption  of  the  Treafury 
Notes,  together  with  the  amount  of  fuch  Notes  remaining  in  Circulation ;  and  that  they 
do  alfo  ftate  an  Account  of  the  Balances  now  due  from  the  feveral  Sheriffs  for  Taxes; 
and  report  the  fame  to  the  Houfe. 

And  a  Committee  was  appointed  of  Mr  Bland,  Mr  Richard  Henry  Lee,  Mr  Harrifon, 
Mr  Charles  Carter,  of  Lancafter,  Mr  Digges,  Mr  Fitzhugh,  Mr  Newton,  Mr  Weft,  and  Mr 
Cary. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  being  read ; 

The  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  upon  the  Bill  for 
further  continuing  An  Act, '  intituled  An  Ait  for  reducing  the  feveral  Ads  of  Affembly, 
for  making  Provifwn  againft  Invafions  and  Infurredions  into  one  Ad. 

Mr  Speaker  left  the  Chair. 

Mr  Bland  took  the  Chair  of  the  Committee. 

Mr  Speaker  refumed  the  Chair. 

Mr  Bland  reported  from  the  Committee,  that  they  had  gone  through  the  Bill,  and 
made  an  Amendment  thereunto,  which  they  had  directed  him  to  report,  when  the 
Houfe  will  pleafe  to  receive  the  fame. 

Ordered,  that  the  Report  be  now  received. 

Mr  Bland  accordingly  reported  from  the  faid  Committee  the  Amendment  which 
the  Committee  had  made  to  the  Bill,  and  which  they  had  directed  him  to  report  to  the 
Houfe ;  and  he  read  the  Report  in  his  Place,  and  afterwards  delivered  the  Bill  with  the 
Amendment,  in  at  the  Clerk's  Table ;  where  the  Amendment  was  twice  read,  and  upon 
the  Queftion  put  thereupon,  was,  with  feveral  Amendments  thereunto,  agreed  to  by 
the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  the  Bill,  with  the  Amendment  be  engroffed. 

A  Petition  of  Wilfon  Miles  Cary  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read,  fetting 
forth,  that  the  Petitioner  is  feifed  in  fee  tail  of  three  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  forty 
five  Acres  of  Land,  in  the  County  of  Gloucefter,  which  for  fome  Years  paft  yielded  him 
little  profit;  and  that  it  would  be  of  confiderable  Advantage  to  him  and  his  Heir  and 
family  if  he  were  allowed  to  fell  the  fame,  and  fettle  Lands  of  greater  value  in  lieu 
thereof ;  and  therefore  praying  that  leave  may  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  the  purpofes 
aforefaid. 

Ordered,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  a  Bill  purfuant  to  the  Prayer  of  the  faid 
Petition ;  and  that  Mr  Bland  do  prepare,  and  bring  in  the  fame. 

A  Petition2  of  Martin  Fipher  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read;  fetting  forth, 
that,  in  the  Year  1 764,  the  Petitioner,  at  the  inftance  of  Abram  Smith  fupplied  Provifions 
to  the  value  of  £8.5.7 £  for  a  number  of  Indians,  then  paffing  through  the  Country,  and 
that  the  Petitioner,  foon  after  removing  to  the  Province  of  South  Carolina,  where  he 
has  ever  fince  refided,  left  his  Account  in  the  hands  of  the  faid  Abram  Smith,  with  direct- 
ions to  receive  the  Money ;  but  that  the  faid  Abram  Smith  neglected  to  do  anything  in 
the  matter,  and  the  Petitioner  hath  never  received  any  fatif faction ;  and  therefore  pray- 
ing that  he  may  now  be  allowed  the  value  of  the  faid  Provifions. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
of  public  Claims,  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  fame, 
with  their  Opinion  thereupon  to  the  Houfe. 

M' 
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Mr  Treafurer  reported  from  the  Committee  for  Religion,  to  whom  feveral  Petitions 
were  referred,  that  the  Committee  had  examined  the  matters  of  the  faid  Petitions,  and 
had  come  to  feveral  Refolutions  thereupon,  which  they  had  directed  him  to  report  to  the 
Houfe ;  and  he  read  the  Report  in  his  Place,  and  afterwards  delivered  it  in  at  the  Clerk's 
Table ;  where  the  Refolutions  of  the  Committee  were  read,  and  are  as  followeth,  viz. 

i««  Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  Petitions  of  the  Reverend 

David  Griffith,  Rector  of  Shelburue  Parifh,  in  the  County  of  Loudoun,  praying  that  the 
Act  of  General  Affembly,  allowing  the  Inhabitants  of  the  County  of  Loudoun,  to  dif- 
charge  their  public  dues  in  Money  in  lieu  of  Tobacco  at  twelve  fhillings  and  fixpence 
per  Hundred,  as  to  fo  much  as  relates  to  the  Salary-  of  the  Minifter  of  Shelburue,  be 
repealed,  is  reafonable. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  Petition  of  fundry 
Members  of  the  Veftry  of  the  faid  Parifh,  in  oppofition  thereto,  be  rejected. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  Petition  of  fundry  In- 
habitants of  the  Parifh  of  Ruffell,  in  the  County  of  Bedford,  praying  a  Divifion  of  the 
faid  Parifh,  be  rejected. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  Petitions  of  fundry 
other  Inhabitants  of  the  faid  Parifh  in  oppofition  thereto,  is  reafonable. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  Petition  of  fundry 
Inhabitants  of  that  part  of  the  Parifh  of  Botetourt,  which  lies  in  the  County  of  Fincaftle, 
praying  that  the  faid  Parifh  may  be  divided,  that  the  County  of  Fincaftle  may  be  one 
diftinct  Parifh,  and  that  the  Money  levied  on  the  Inhabitants  of  Fincaftle  for  purchafing 
a  Glebe,  and  building  Churches  in  the  County  of  Botetourt,  may  be  repaid  to  them,  is 
reafonable. 

The  faid  Refolutions  being  feverally  read  a  fecond  time  were,  upon  the  Queftion 
feverally  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 
iss  Ordered,  that  a  Bill  or  Bills  be  brought  in  purfuant  to  the  firft  and  fifth  Refolutions ; 

and  that  the  faid  Committee  do  prepare,  and  bring  in  the  fame. 

A  Petition  of  fundry  Inhabitants  of  the  County  of  Charlotte,  whofe  names  are 
thereunto  fubfcribed,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read ;  fetting  forth,  that  the  Act 
of  General  Affembly,  made  in  the  twelfth  Year  of  the  Reign  of  his  prefent  Majefty, 
intituled  An  Ad1  to  amend  an  Ad  intituled  An  Ad  for  the  better  prefervation  of  the  breed 
of  Deer,  and  preventing  unlawful  hunting  had  not  anfwered  the  end  thereby  propofed, 
and  therefore  praying,  that  the  faid  Act  may  be  repealed. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
of  Propofitions  and  Grievances;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and 
report  the  fame,  with  their  Opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe. 

A  Petition  of  feveral  Perfons  of  the  Counties  of  Mecklenburg,  Halifax,  and  Charlotte 
praying  that  fo  much  of  the  faid  Counties  as  lies  within  the  following  bounds,  to  wit, 
A  line  beginning  at  the  interfection  of  Ifland  Creek  and  the  County  Line,  and  running 
from  thence  down  the  faid  Creek  to  Roane  Oak  River,  from  thence  a  North  Courfe  to 
the  South  Meherrin  from  thence  up  Meherrin  to  the  line  dividing  Mecklenburg  and 
Charlotte,  from  thence  a  direct  Courfe  to  Stewart's  ferry,  from  thence  a  South  Courfe  to 
the  County  line,  and  from  thence  to  the  beginning,  may  be  one  diftinct  County ;  And  Alfo 

A  Petition  of  fundry  Inhabitants  and  Landholders,  of  the  County  of  Charlotte,  in 
oppofition  thereto, 
is*  Were  feverally  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petitions  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
of  Propofitions  and  Grievances;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and 
report  the  fame,  with  their  Opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe. 

A  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  County  of  Halifax,  on  the  South  fide  of  Banifter 
River,  whofe  Names  are  thereunto  fubfcribed,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read; 
praying  that  the  faid  County  may  be  divided  into  two  Counties  by  the  faid  River. 

Ordered, 
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Ordered,  that  the  Consideration  of  the  faid  Petition  be  deferred  till  the  next  Seffion 
of  General  Affembly. 

A  Petition  of  Simon  Miller  and  Robert  Retinoids  Infpectors  of  Tobacco  at  Laytons 
Warehoufe,  in  the  County  of  Effex,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read ;  fetting  forth, 
that  the  faid  Warehoufes,  although  fecured  by  good  Locks,  were  broken  open,  in  the 
Year  1771  and  1772,  and  two  Hogfheads  of  Tobacco  f tolen  thereout,  the  value  whereof 
the  Petitioners  have  been  obliged  to  pay  to  the  Owners;  and  therefore  praying  that 
they  may  be  reimburfed. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
of  Public  Claims;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  fame, 
with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  leave  may  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  amend  an  Act,  intituled  An 
Ad1  to  regulate  the  inoculation  of  the  Small  Pox  within  this  Colony;  and  that  the  Commitee 
of  Propofitions  and  Grievances  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  fame. 

A  Petition  of  the  Veftry  of  the  Parifh  of  Frederick,  in  the  County  of  Frederick,  m 
praying  that  leave  may  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  enable  the  Petitioners  and  their 
Succeffors  to  levy  annually,  on  the  Tithable  Perfons  in  their  Parifh,  the  fum  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  Pounds  of  Current  Money  of  Virginia,  to  be  paid  to  the  Minifter  of 
the  Parifh,  for  the  time  being  as  his  Salary,  in  lieu  to  the  Tobacco  and  Cafh  and  the 
legal  allowance  for  fhrinkage,  to  which  he  is  now  intitled. 

Ordered,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  purfuant  to  the  Prayer  of  the  faid 
Petition;  and  that  Mr  Wood,  Mr  Edmund  Pendleton,  and  Mr  Zane  do  prepare,  and  bring 
in  the  fame. 

A  Petition  of  Lewis  Burwell,  Efquire,  and  Sir  Peyton  Skipwith,  Baronet,  was  pre- 
fented to  the  Houfe,  and  read;  praying  that  leave  may  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for 
adding  certain  Iflands  in  Roane  Oak  River,  belonging  to  the  Petitioners,  to  the  County 
of  Mecklenburg. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
of  Propofitions  and  Grievances;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and 
report  the  fame  with  their  Opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe. 

A  Petition  of  Alexander  Gallafpy  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read;  fetting 
forth  that,  in  the  Year  1 761,  he  was  employed  as  an  Armourer  to  the  Virginia  Regiment; 
and  that  his  Tools,  which  were  appraifed  to  twenty  five  Pounds,  and  which  by  order 
of  an  Officer  were  put  into  a  Waggon  to  be  carried  home  from  Holftons  River,  were  thrown 
out,  and  left  on  the  way,  the  Waggon  being  over  loaded,  fo  that  the  Petitioner  never 
recovered  them ;  and  therefore  praying  that  he  may  be  allowed  the  value  of  them. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
of  Public  Claims ;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  fame, 
with  their  Opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  encourage  the  making  of  Linfeed 
Oyl ;  and  that  Mr  Dandridge  and  Mr  Baffett  do  prepare,  and  bring  in  the  fame. 

Mr  Edmund  Pendleton  reported  from  the  Committee  of  Propofitions  and  Grievances 
to  whom  feveral  Petitions  were  referred,  that  the  Committee  had  examined  the  matters 
of  the  faid  Petitions,  and  had  come  to  feveral  Refolutions  thereupon,  which  they  had 
directed  him  to  report  to  the  Houfe;  and  he  read  the  Report  in  his  Place,  and  after- 
wards delivered  it  in  at  the  Clerk's  Table ;  where  the  Refolutions  of  the  Committee  were 
read,  and  are  as  followeth,  viz. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  Petition  of  William 
Brown  and  John  Sturdivant,  Infpectors  at  Blandford  Warehoufe,  praying  an  Allowance 
for  their  paft  Service,  over  and  above  their  Salaries  is  reafonable ;  and  that  they  ought 
to  be  allowed  the  fum  of  twenty  Pounds  each. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  Petition  of  Nathaniel 
Rains  and  John  Watts,  junior  Infpectors  at  Boyds  Warehoufe,  praying  an  allowance  for 
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their  paft  Service,  over  and  above  their  Salaries,  is  reafonable;  and  that  they  ought 
to  be  allowed  the  fum  of  twenty  Pounds  each. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  Petition  of  Bofwell 
is?  Goodwin  and  James  Goodwin,  Infpectors  at  Bollingbroke  Warehoufe,  praying  an  allow- 
ance for  their  paft  Service,  over  and  above  their  Salaries  is  reafonable;  and  that  they 
ought  to  be  allowed  the  fum  of  twenty  Pounds  each. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee  that  fo  much  of  the  Petition  of 
divers  Inhabitants  of  the  County  of  Halifax,  as  prays  an  Augmentation  of  the  Reward 
for  apprehending  Horfe  Stealers,  is  reafonable. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  fo  much  of  the  faid  Petition 
as  prays  an  alteration  of  the  Law  concerning  Vagrants,  is  reafonable. 

The  faid  Refolutions  being  feverally  read  a  fecond  time,  were,  upon  the  Queftion 
feverally  put  thereupon  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  it  be  an  Inftruction  to  the  Committee  of  Public  Claims,  that  they 
make  allowances  in  the  book  of  Claims,  purfuant  to  the  three  firft  of  the  faid  Refolutions. 

Ordered,  that  a  Bill  or  Bills  be  brought  in  purfuant  to  the  fourth  and  fifth  of  the 
faid  Refolutions ;  and  that  the  Committee  of  Propofitions  and  Grievances  do  prepare  and 
bring  in  the  fame. 

Mr  Edmund  Pendleton  reported  from  the  Committee,  to  whom  the  Bill  for  altering 
and  eftablifhing  the  boundaries  of  the  Counties  of  Stafford  and  King  George,  was  com- 
mitted, that  the  Committee  had  gone  through  the  Bill,  and  made  feveral  Amendments 
thereunto,  which  they  had  directed  him  to  report  to  the  Houfe ;  and  he  read  the  Report 
in  his  Place,  and  afterwards  delivered  the  Bill,  with  the  Amendments,  in  at  the  Clerk's 
Table,  where  the  Amendments  were  once  read  throughout,  and  then  a  fecond  time,  one 
by  one,  and  upon  the  Queftion  feverally  put  thereupon,  were  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  the  Bill  with  the  Amendments  be  engroffed. 

A  Petition  of  John  Baylor,  George  Baylor,  and  Robert  Baylor,  was  prefented  to  the 
Houfe,  and  read;  fetting  forth  that  John  Baylor,  Efquire,  deceafed,  their  father,  had 
devifed  certain  Lands  to  the  Petitioners  in  fee  tail,  and  bequeathed  Slaves  and  Perfonal 
Eftate  to  them,  charged  with  the  paiment  of  Debts  and  Legacies,  amounting  to  more 
than  ten  thoufand  Pounds,  which  will  exhauft  the  greateft  part  of  the  Slaves  and 
Stocks ;  and  therefore  praying  that  leave  may  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill,  to  fell  part  of 
the  intailed  lands  for  payment  of  the  Debts  and  Legacies,  which  will  be  more  for  the 
advantage  of  the  Petitioners  and  their  Families. 

Ordered,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  purfuant  to  the  Prayer  of  the  faid 
Petition ;  and  that  Mr  Edmund  Pendleton  and  Mr  James  Taylor  do  prepare  and  bring  in 
the  fame. 

A  Petition  of  John  Armiftead  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read ;  fetting  forth, 
that  by  virtue  of  an  Act  of  General  Affembly,  made  in  the  tenth  Year  of  the  Reign  of 
his  prefent  Majefty  part  of  a  Track  of  Land,  whereof  the  Petitioner  was  feifed  in  fee 
tail,  had  been  fold  for  paiment  of  his  proportion  of  the  Debts  due  from  the  Eftate  of 
his  father,  William  Armiftead,  Efquire,  deceafed,  but  was  not  fufficient  for  that  purpofe ; 
and  that  the  Petitioner  hath  no  means  of  difcharging  what  he  is  bound  and  hath  en- 
gaged to  pay  on  that  Account,  without  felling  his  Slaves,  to  the  ruin  of  his  Family, 
unless  a  further  part  of  the  faid  intailed  Lands  be  fold,  and  the  Money  applied  to  make 
m  up  the  deficiency ;  and  therefore  praying  that  leave  may  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill,  to 
impower  Truftees  to  fell  twelve  hundred  Acres  more  of  the  faid  intailed  Lands,  for 
paiment  of  the  remainder  of  the  faid  Debts. 

Ordered,  that  leave  may  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  purfuant  to  the  Prayer  of  the 
faid  Petition;  and  that  Mr  Edmund  Pendleton,  and  Mr  James  Taylor  do  prepare,  and 
bring  in  the  fame. 

A  Petition  of  John  Waller  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read;  fetting  forth 
that  the  Warehoufe  called  Wallers  was  built  on  an  Acre  of  Land  in  the  County  of  King 
William,  the  valuation  of  which  had  been  paid  to  the  Petitioners  father,  who  was 
feifed  thereof,  and  that  afterwards  the  Infpection  at  that  place  was  difcontinued,  whereby 
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the  faid  Acre  reverted  to  the  Petitioner,  who  is  heir  at  Law  to  his  faid  Father ;  but  that 
the  faid  Infpection  having  been  fince  revived,  he  is  deprived  thereof;  and  praying  the 
Confideration  of  the  Houfe  in  the  Premifes. 

A  Motion  was  made,  and  the  Queftion  being  put,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred 
to  the  Confideration  of  a  Committee. 

It  paffed  in  the  Negative. 

Refolved,  that  the  Petition  be  rejected. 

And  then  the  Houfe  adjourned  till  Tomorrow  Morning,  eleven  of  tlte  Clock. 
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MR  Bla>id  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  according  to  Order  a  Bill  to  veft  certain 
intailed  Lands  therein  mentioned  in  Wilfon  Miles  Cary,  Efquire,  in  fee 
Simple,  and  to  fettle  other  Lands  in  lieu  thereof ;  and  the  fame  was  received, 
and  read  the  firft  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  fecond  time. 

Ordered,  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  fecond  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  committed  to  Mr  Bland,  and  the  Members  who  ferve  for 
the  Counties  of  Gloucefter,  York,  and  Elizabeth  City. 

A  Petition  of  Robert  Kennon  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read ;  fetting  forth, 
that  the  ferry  from  Kennons  to  Mays  on  Appantattox  River,  hath  not  been  ufed  for 
many  Years  paft ;  and  therefore  praying,  that  the  faid  ferry  may  be  difcontinued. 

Ordered,  that  it  be  an  inftruction  to  the  Committee  of  Propofitions  and  Grievances, 
who  are  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  Bill  purfuant  to  the  fourth  Refolution  of 
the  faid  Committee,  which  was  reported  to  the  Houfe  upon  Tuefday,  the  tenth  day  of 
this  Inftant,  and  which  was  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe,  that  they  have  Power  to  receive 
a  Claufe  or  Claufes  for  difcontinuing  the  Public  ferries  from  Kennons  to  Mays,  and 
from  Mays  to  Kennons,  and  from  the  Store  Landing,  in  the  County  of  Chefterfield,  over 
Perfie's  Stile  Creek,  to  the  land  of  Peter  Baugh. 

A  Petition  of  fundry  Perfons,  of  the  County  of  Halifax,  whofe  names  are  thereunto 
fubfcribed,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read ;  praying  that  a  public  ferry  may  be 
eftablifhed  over  Dan  River,  from  the  land  of  John  Boyd,  to  the  land  of  Patrick  Boyd. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
of  Propofitions  and  Grievances;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and 
report  the  fame,  with  their  Opinion  thereupon  to  the  Houfe. 

A  Petition «  of  Mofes  Swinny,  of  the  County  of  Amherft,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe, 
and  read;  fetting  forth,  that,  on  the  twenty  second  day  of  May,  177 1,  a  Hogfhead  of 
Tobacco,  belonging  to  the  Petitioner,  was  lodged  either  in  Shockoe  or  Byrds  Warehoufes, 
by  the  Perfon  employed  to  carry  it  thither  in  a  Waggon ;  and  that  it  was  carried  away 
by  the  frefh,  before  it  was  infpected ;  and  that  the  Petitioner  hath  received  no  Satif fac- 
tion for  it ;  and  praying  an  allowance  for  the  fame. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
of  Public  Claims ;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  fame, 
with  their  Opinion  thereupon  to  the  Houfe. 

Mr  Edmund  Pendleton  reported  from  the  Committee  of  Propofitions  and  Grievances, 
to  whom  feveral  Petitions  were  referred,  that  the  Committee  had  examined  the  matters 
of  the  faid  Petitions,  and  had  come  to  feveral  Refolutions  thereupon,  which  they  had 
directed  him  to  report  to  the  Houfe ;  and  he  read  the  Report  in  his  place,  and  afterwards 
delivered  it  in  at  the  Clerk's  Table;  where  the  Refolutions  of  the  Committee  were  read, 
and  are  as  followeth,  viz. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  fo  much  of  the  Petition  of 
George  Archer  and  Francis  Eppes,  Infpedlors  at  Boilings  Point,  as  prays  an  allowance  for 
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their  paft  Service,  over  and  above  their  Salaries,  is  reafonable;  and  that  they  ought  to 
be  allowed  the  fum  of  twenty  Pounds  each. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  fo  much  of  the  faid  Petition 
as  prays  a  revival  of  their  former  Salaries  be  rejected. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  Petition  of  John  Boyd, 
of  the  County  of  Berkeley,  praying  that  a  public  ferry  may  be  eftablifhed  over  Potow- 
tnack  River,  from  his  land,  to  the  land  of  James  Johnfon  and  Company,  in  the  County 
of  Frederick,  and  Province  of  Maryland,  is  reafonable. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  Petitions  of  divers 
Inhabitants  of  the  Counties  of  Amherft  and  Charlotte,  praying  that  the  Act  of  Affembly, 
paffed  in  the  twelfth  Year  of  his  prefent  Majefty's  Reign  intituled  An  Ad1  to  amend 
an  Ad,  intituled  An  Ad  for  the  better  prefervation  of  the  breed  of  Deer;  and  preventing 
unlawful  hunting  may  be  repealed,  is  reafonable. 

The  three  firft  Refolutions  of  the  Committee  being  feverally  read  a  fecond  time, 
were,  upon  the  Queftion  feverally  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

The  fubfequent  Refolution  of  the  Committee  being  read  a  fecond  time. 

And  the  Queftion  being  put,  that  the  Houfe  doth  agree  with  the  Committee  in  the 
faid  Refolutions ; 

It  paffed  in  the  Negative. 

Refolved,  that  the  Petition  of  divers  Inhabitants  of  the  Counties  of  Amherft  and 
i7»  Charlotte,  praying  that  the  Act  of  Affembly,  paffed  in  the  twelfth  year  of  his  prefent 
Majefty's  Reign,  intituled  An  Ad  to  amend  an  Ad,  intituled  An  Ad  for  the  better  prefer- 
vation of  the  breed  of  Deer  and  preventing  unlawful  hunting  may  be  repealed,  be  rejected. 

Ordered,  that  it  be  an  Instruction  to  the  Committee  of  Public  Claims  that  they 
make  an  allowance  in  the  Book  of  Claims,  purfuant  to  the  firft  of  the  faid  Refolutions, 
which  hath  been  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  it  be  an  inf traction  to  the  Committee  of  Propofitions  and  Grievances, 
who  are  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  Bill  purfuant  to  the  fourth  Refolution  of 
the  faid  Committee,  which  was  reported  to  the  Houfe,  upon  Tuefday  the  tenth  day  of 
this  Inftant,  and  which  was  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe,  that  they  have  Power  to  receive 
a  Claufe  or  Claufes  purfuant  to  the  third  Refolution  of  the  faid  Committee,  which  was 
this  day  reported  and  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

A  Petition  of  feveral  Perfons  of  the  County  of  Culpeper,  whofe  names  are  thereunto 
fubferibed,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read ;  praying  that  a  public  ferry  may  be 
eftablifhed  over  the  River  Rapidanne,  at  a  place  called  Eley's  ford  from  the  land  of 
Bowles  Armiftead,  Gentleman,  in  the  County  of  Culpeper,  to  the  land  of  Alexander 
Spotfwood,  Gentlemen,  in  the  County  of  Spotfylvania. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
of  Propofitions  and  Grievances;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and 
report  the  fame,  with  their  Opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe. 
m  A  Memorial  of  Andrew  Eftave  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read;  fetting  forth, 

that  the  late  froft  hath  deftroyed  all  the  Grapes  in  the  public  Vineyard,  which  was  in  a 
very  flourifhing  State  before ;  and  that  the  Petitioner  hath  not  Wood  fufheient  to  inclofe 
the  Vineyard,  and  is  unable  to  purchafe  it,  and  praying  that  the  Houfe  will  not  only 
advance  him  a  fum  of  Money  for  providing  a  Vault,  a  prefs,  and  Still  which  are  neceffery 
Articles  in  making  Wine,  but  will  allow  him  a  further  fum  of  fifty  Pounds,  which  he 
hopes  he  fhall  be  enabled  to  repay  out  of  the  Profits  of  the  Vineyard. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Memorial  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
of  Propofitions  and  Grievances;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and 
report  the  fame,  with  their  Opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe. 

A  Petition  of  John  Hobday,  of  the  County  of  Gloucefter,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe, 
and  read;  fetting  forth  that  the  Petitioner  had  invented  a  Machine  for  getting  Wheat 
out  of  the  Ear  clean  and  neat  and  with  more  expedition  and  lefs  labour  than  can  be 
done  by  threfhing  or  treading  with  Cattle,  and  that  without  lofs  of  the  Chaff,  or  detriment 
to 
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to  the  Straw ;  and  fubmitting  it  to  the  liberality,  and  Wifdom  of  the  Houfe  to  reward 
his  Endeavors  to  ferve  the  Community  in  fuch  manner  as  they  may  think  proper. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
of  Trade ;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  fame,  with  their 
Opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe. 

A  Petition  of  feveral  Perfons,  whofe  names  are  thereunto  fubfcribed,  was  prefented 
to  the  Houfe,  and  read,  praying  that  a  Public  ferry  may  be  eftablifhed  over  Shanandoah 
River  in  the  County  of  Frederick  from  the  Land  of  Thomas  Bryan  Martin,  Efquire, 
where  John  Nicholas  lately  lived,  to  the  land  of  the  Right  honourable  Thomas  Lord 
Fairfax. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
of  Propofitions  and  Grievances;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and 
report  the  fame,  with  their  Opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  leave  may  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  repeal  the  Act  of  General 
Affembly,  made  in  the  twelfth  Year  of  the  Reign  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  intituled  An 
Ad  to  amend  an  Aft,  intituled  An  Ad  for  the  better  preservation  of  the  breed  of  Deer,  and 
preventing  unlawful  hunting,  fo  far  as  the  fame  relates  to  certain  Counties ;  and  that  Mr 
Carrington,  Mr  Speed,  and  Mr  Jofeph  Cabell  do  prepare,  and  bring  in  the  fame. 

A  Petition  of  feveral  Perfons,  of  the  County  of  Culpeper  whofe  names  are  thereunto 
fubfcribed,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read;  praying  that  the  owners  of  Mills 
upon  Hughe's  River  may  be  obliged  to  make  openings  or  Slopes  in  their  Dams,  for  the 
paffage  of  Fifh. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
of  Propofitions  and  Grievances;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and 
report  the  fame,  with  their  Opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe. 

A  Petition  of  feveral  Perfons,  whofe  names  are  thereunto  fubfcribed,  was  prefented 
to  the  Houfe,  and  read ;  praying  that  the  Owners  of  Mills  on  the  Rapidanne  and  Robinfon 
Rivers  may  be  obliged  to  make  Slopes  or  Gates  in  their  Dams  fufhcient  for  the  paffage 
of  Fifh.  176 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
of  Propofitions  and  Grievances;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and 
report  the  fame,  with  their  Opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Zane,  Mr  Hite,  and  Mr  Slaughter  be  added  to  the  Committee  for 
Religion. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Zane,  Mr  Hite,  Mr  Coles,  Mr  Terry,  and  Mr  Henry  Pendleton  be 
added  to  the  Committee  of  Propofitions  and  Grievances. 

An  ingroffed  Bill  for  further  continuing  an  Act  intituled  An  Ad  for  reducing  the 
feveral  Ads  of  Affembly  for  making  Provifion  againft  Invafions  and  Infurredions  into 
one  Ad  was  read  the  third  Time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  do  pafs;1  and  that  the  Title  be  An  Ad  for  reducing  the  feveral 
Ads  of  Affembly,  for  making  Provifion  againft  Invafions  and  Infurredions,  into  one  Ad. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Bland  do  carry  the  Bill  to  the  Council,  and  defire  their  Concurrence. 

Mr  Bland  reported  from  the  Committee,  to  whom  the  Bill  to  dock  the  intail  of 
certain  Lands  whereof  Thomas  Jefferfon  and  Martha  his  Wife,  in  right  of  the  faid  Martha, 
are  feifed  in  fee  tail,  for  vefting  the  fame  in  Henry  Skipwith,  Gentleman,  and  for  fettling 
other  Lands  of  equal  value,  to  the  fame  Ufes,  was  committed,  that  the  Committee 
had  examined  the  Allegations  of  the  Bill,  and  found  the  fame  to  be  true ;  and  that  the 
Committee  had  directed  him  to  report  the  Bill  to  the  Houfe,  without  any  Amendment ; 
and  he  delivered  the  Bill  in  at  the  Clerk's  Table. 

Ordered,  that  the  Bill  be  ingroffed. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Stith  have  leave  to  be  abfent  from  the  Service  of  this  Houfe  till 
the  tenth  Day  of  June  next. 

An  ingroffed  Bill  for  altering  and  eftablifhing  the  boundaries  of  the  Counties  of 

Stafford  and  King  George  was  read  the  third  time. 

Refolved, 
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Refolved,  that  the  Bill  do  pafs;  and  that  the  Title  be  An  AA'  for  altering  and 
eftablifhing  the  boundaries  of  the  Counties  of  Stafford  and  King  George. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Jones  do  carry  the  Bill  to  the  Council,  and  defire  their  Concurrence. 

Mr  Cary  reported  from  the  Committee  of  public  Claims,  to  whom  the  Petition  of 
Timothy  Conway,  late  a  Soldier  in  the  Virginia  Regiment,  was  referred,  that  the  Com- 
mittee had  examined  the  matter  of  the  faid  Petition,  and  had  come  to  a  Refolution 
thereupon,  which  they  had  directed  him  to  report  to  the  Houfe,  and  he  read  the  Report 
in  his  Place,  and  afterwards  delivered  it  in  at  the  Clerk's  Table ;  where  the  Refolution 
of  the  Committee  was  read,  and  is  as  followeth,  viz. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  faid  Petition  is  reafon- 
able;  and  that  the  Petitioner  ought  to  be  allowed  the  fum  of  twenty  pounds,  for  his 
prefent  Relief,  and  the  further  fum  of  five  Pounds  per  Annum  during  Life,  as  a  recom- 
pence  for  the  Wounds  he  received  in  the  fervice  of  the  Country. 

The  faid  Refolution  being  read  a  fecond  time,  was,  upon  the  Queftion  put  there- 
upon, agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 
178  Refolved,  that  the  fum  of  twenty  Pounds  be  paid  to  Timothy  Conway,  late  a  Soldier 

in  the  Virginia  Regiment,  and  that  the  fum  of  five  Pounds  per  Annum  be  paid  to  the 
faid  Timothy  Conway,  during  his  life,  as  a  recompence  for  the  Wounds  he  received  in 
the  Service  of  the  Country. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Cary  do  carry  the  Refolution  to  the  Council  and  defire  their  Con- 
currence. 

Mr  Edmund  Pendleton  prefented  to  the  Houfe  according  to  order,  a  Bill  to  increafe 
the  Reward  for  apprehending  Horfe  Stealers,  and  for  other  purpofes  therein  mentioned 
and  the  fame  was  received,  and  read  the  firft  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  fecond  time. 

Mr  Cary  reported  from  the  Committtee  of  Public  Claims,  to  whom  the  Petition 
of  James  Keeling,  late  a  Soldier  in  the  Virginia  Regiment,  was  referred,  that  the  Com- 
mittee had  examined  the  matter  of  the  faid  Petition,  and  had  come  to  a  Refolution 
thereupon,  which  they  had  directed  him  to  report  to  the  Houfe ;  and  he  read  the  Report 
in  his  Place,  and  afterwards  delivered  it  in  at  the  Clerk's  Table ;  where  the  Refolution 
of  the  Committee  was  read,  and  is  as  followeth,  viz. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  faid  Petition  is  reafon- 
able;  and  that  the  Petitioner  ought  to  be  allowed  the  fum  of  twenty  Pounds  for  his 
prefent  relief,  and  the  further  fum  of  five  Pounds  per  Annum,  during  Life,  as  a  recom- 
pence for  the  Wounds  he  received  in  the  Service  of  the  Country. 

The  faid  Refolution  being  read  a  fecond  time,  was,  upon  the  Queftion  put   there- 
upon, agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 
m  Refolved,  that  the  fum  of  twenty  Pounds  be  paid  to  James  Keeling,  late  a  Soldier 

in  the  Virginia  Regiment,  and  that  the  fum  of  five  Pounds  per  Annum,  be  paid  to  the 
faid  James  Keeling,  during  his  Life,  as  a  Recompence  for  the  Wounds  he  received  in 
the  Service  of  the  Country. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Cary  do  carry  the  Refolution  to  the  Council,  and  defire  their 
Concurrence. 

An  ingroffed  Bill  to  dock  the  intail  of  certain  Lands  whereof  Thomas  Fifher  is 
feifed,  and  for  fettling  other  Lands  and  Slaves,  of  greater  value,  to  the  fame  Ufes,  was 
read  the  third  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  do  pafs  and  that  the  Title  be  An  Ad1  to  dock  the  intail  of 
certain  lands  whereof  Thomas  Fisher  is  feifed,  and  for  fettling  other  Lands  and  Slaves 
of  greater  value,  to  the  fame  Ufes. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Bowdoin  do  carry  the  Bill  to  the  Council,  and  defire  their  Con- 
currence. 

Mr  Cary  reported  from  the  Committee  of  Public  Claims,  to  whom  the  Petition  of 
John  Durett  was  referred,  that  the  Committee  had  examined  the  matter  of  the  faid 
Petition,  and  had  directed  him  to  report  the  fame,  together  with  the  Refolution  of  the 
Committee 
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Committee  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe;  and  he  read  the  Report  in  his  Place,  and  after- 
wards delivered  it  in  at  the  Clerk's  Table,  where  the  fame  was  read,  and  is  as  followeth, 
viz. 

It  appears  to  your  Committee  that  the  Slave  Jacob,  in  the  faid  Petition  mentioned, 
was  committed  to  the  Gaol  of  Spotfylvania  County,  but  before  his  tryal  he  fet  fire  to 
the  Gaol,  and  perifhed  in  the  flames. 

Whereupon  your  Committee  came  to  the  following  Refolution : 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  faid  Petitioner  ought  i«> 
to  be  allowed  the  fum  of  Seventy  five  Pounds  for  the  faid  Slave. 

The  faid  Refolution  being  read  a  fecond  time,  was,  upon  the  Queftion  put  there- 
upon, agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  it  be  an  inftruction  to  the  Committee  of  public  Claims,  that  they 
make  an  allowance  in  the  book  of  Claims  purfuant  to  the  faid  Refolution. 

A  Bill  for  taking  the  privy  examination  of  Femes  Covert,  refiding  in  diftant  Coun- 
tries was  read  a  fecond  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  committed. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe. 

Refolved,  that  this  Houfe  will,  Tomorrow,  Refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  Houfe  upon  the  faid  Bill. 

Mr  Hutchings  reported  from  the  Committee,  to  whom  the  Petition  of  the  Inhabi- 
tants of  the  Borough  of  Norfolk;  praying  that  they  may  be  exempt  from  all  kinds  of 
Service  upon  any  highway  or  Road,  without  the  limits  of  the  Borough,  and  that  the 
expence  of  laying  out  clearing  and  repairing  the  Streets  Caufeways  and  Alleys  therein 
may  be  defrayed  by  a  Tax,  to  be  affeffed  upon  the  faid  Inhabitants,  was  referred,  that 
the  Committee  had  examined  the  matter  of  the  faid  Petition,  and  had  come  to  a  Refo- 
lution thereupon,  which  they  had  directed  him  to  report  to  the  Houfe;  and  he  read 
the  Report  in  his  Place,  and  afterwards  delivered  it  in  at  the  Clerk's  Table ;  where  the 
Refolution  of  the  Committee  was  read,  and  is  as  followeth,  viz. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  faid  Petition  is  rea-  i»i 
fonable. 

The  faid  Refolution  being  read  a  fecond  time,  was,  upon  the  Queftion  put  there- 
upon, agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  it  be  an  Inftruction  to  the  Gentlemen  who  are  appointed  to  prepare 
and  bring  in  a  Bill,  purfuant  to  the  Prayer  of  the  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
Borough  of  Norfolk,  which,  upon  Thurfday  laft,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  that  they 
have  Power  to  receive  a  Claufe  or  Claufes  purfuant  to  the  Prayer  of  the  Petition  men- 
tioned in  the  faid  Report. 

And  then  the  Houfe  adjourned  till  Tomorrow  Morning  eleven  of  the  Clock. 


Tribay,  tl>e  20tl)  of  Stta?.  14  Geo.  lit.  1774. 

A  Petition »  of  Philip  Barber  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read ;  fetting  forth 
that,  in  the  Year  1764,  he  was  employed  by  General  Bouquet,  then  in  the  Indian 
Country,  to  go  exprefs  from  him  to  Governor  Fauquier,  at  Williamfburg,  and 
that  in  performing  the  Journey  he  lost  his  Horfe,  for  which  he  had  never 
received  any  fatiffaction,  having  been  moft  of  the  time  fince  out  of  the  Country ;  and 
therefore  praying,  that  he  may  now  be  allowed  the  value  of  the  faid  Horfe. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
of  public  Claims ;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  fame, 
with  their  Opinion  thereupon  to  the  Houfe. 

Mr  Bland  reported  from  the  Committee,  to  whom  the  Bill  to  veft  certain  intailed 
Lands  therein  mentioned  in  Wilfon  Miles  Cary,  Efquire,  in  fee  fimple,  and  to  fettle  182 

other 
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other  Lands  in  lieu  thereof,  was  committed,  that  the  Committee  had  examined  the 
Allegations  of  the  Bill,  and  found  the  fame  to  be  true;  and  that  the  Committee  had 
directed  him  to  report  the  Bill  to  the  Houfe,  without  any  Amendment ;  and  he  delivered 
the  Bill  in  at  the  Clerk's  Table. 

Ordered,  that  the  Bill  be  ingroffed. 

A  Petition1  of  John  Knibb,  Infpector  of  Tobacco  at  Bermuda  Hundred,  was  pre- 
fented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read;  fetting  forth,  that,  in  the  Year  1770  and  1771,  without 
any  default  in  the  Petitioner,  the  faid  Warehoufes  were  broken  open,  and  eight  hundred 
and  thirty  fix  Pounds  of  Tobacco  were  ftolen  thereout,  for  which  the  Petitioner  had 
been  obliged  to  pay  to  the  Owners  £7.17.0,  and  praying  that  the  fame  may  be  repaid 
to  him  by  the  Public. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
of  Public  Claims ;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  fame, 
with  their  Opinion  thereupon  to  the  Houfe. 

A  Petition1  of  Walter  Scott  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe  and  read;  fetting  forth, 
that  in  1763,  and  in  the  two  following  Years  five  Hogfheads  of  Tobacco  were  ftolen 
out  of  the  Warehoufes  at  the  Rocky  Ridge,  without  any  default  in  the  Infpectors,  who 
were  the  Petitioner  and  James  Martin,  deceafed,  for  which  the  faid  Infpedtors  paid  to 
the  Owners  £50.13.7 ;  and  praying  that  the  fame  may  be  repaid  to  the  Petitioner  and 
the  Reprefentative  of  the  faid  James  Martin. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
i8s  of  Public  Claims;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  fame, 
with  their  Opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe. 

Mr  Wood  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  according  to  Order,  a  Bill  to  impower  the  Veftry 
of  the  Parifh  of  Frederick,  in  the  County  of  Frederick,  to  levy  their  Minifters  Salary 
in  Money,  in  lieu  of  Tobacco ;  and  the  fame  was  received,  and  read  the  firft  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  fecond  time. 

A  Petition*  of  Thomas  Tunftall  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read;  fetting 
forth,  that  the  levy  for  the  County  of  Halifax,  for  the  year  1771,  was  not  laid  till  the 
fourteenth  day  of  March,  in  the  fucceeding  Year,  near  five  Weeks  after  the  Seffion 
of  Affembly  in  that  Year  began;  and  that  immediately  afterwards  the  Petitioner, 
who  was  a  Deputy  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Court  of  that  County,  made  out  the  faid  Countys 
Amount  againft  the  Public,  and  delivered  the  fame  to  Nathaniel  Terry,  Efquire,  one  of 
the  Reprefentatives  of  the  faid  County ;  but  that  foon  after  the  faid  Account  was  fo 
made  out  and  delivered,  an  exprefs  came  to  the  Petitioner's  Houfe  for  a  Copy  thereof, 
the  expence  of  which  Exprefs  were  levied  on  the  Principal  Clerk,  who  muft  be  indem- 
nified by  the  Petitioner ;  and  therefore  praying,  that  the  faid  Expences  may  be  reim- 
burfed  by  the  Public. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
of  Public  Claims;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  fame, 
with  their  Opinion  thereupon  to  the  Houfe. 
m  Mr  Edmund  Pendleton  reported  from  the  Committee  of  Propofitions  and  Grievances, 

to  whom  feveral  Petitions  were  referred,  that  the  Committee  had  examined  the  matter 
of  the  faid  Petitions,  and  had  come  to  feveral  Refolutions  thereupon,  which  they  had 
directed  him  to  Report  to  the  Houfe ;  and  he  read  the  Report  in  his  Place,  and  after- 
wards delivered  it  in  at  the  Clerk's  Table;  where  the  Refolutions  of  the  Committee 
were  read,  and  are  as  followeth,  viz. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  Petition  of  fundry 
Inhabitants  of  the  Counties  of  Mecklenburg,  Halifax,  and  Charlotte,  praying  that  a 
new  County  may  be  formed  out  of  part  of  thofe  three  Counties,  be  rejected. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  Petition  of  fundry 
Inhabitants  of  the  Counties  of  Charlotte  and  Halifax,  in  oppofition  thereto,  is  reafonable. 

Refolved, 
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Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  Petition  of  fundry 
Inhabitants  of  the  Counties  of  Charlotte  and  Lunenburg,  praying  that  part  of  the  County 
of  Charlotte  may  be  added  to  the  County  of  Lunenburg,  is  reafonable. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  Petition  of  Lewis  Bur- 
well,  Efquire,  and  Sir  Peyton  Skipwith,  Baronet,  praying  that  certain  Iflands  belonging 
to  them,  in  Roane  Oak  River,  in  the  County  of  Halifax,  may  be  added  to  the  County 
of  Mecklenburg,  is  reafonable. 

The  faid  Refolutions  being  feverally  read  a  fecond  time,  were,  upon  the  Queftion 
feverally  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  a  Bill  be  brought  in  purfuant  to  the  two  laft  refolutions ;  and  that 
the  Committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances  do  prepare,  and  bring  in  the  fame. 

The  Houfe,  according  to  order,  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe, 
upon  the  Bill  for  taking  the  privy  examination  of  Femes  Covert,  refiding  in  diftant 
Countries. 

Mr  Speaker  left  the  Chair, 

Mr  Bland  took  the  Chair  of  the  Committee. 

Mr  Speaker  refumed  the  Chair. 

Mr  Bland  reported  from  the  Committee,  that  they  had  made  a  progrefs  in  the  Bill ; 
and  that  he  was  directed  by  the  Committee  to  move,  that  they  may  have  leave  to  fit  again. 

Refolved,  that  this  Houfe  will,  Tomorrow  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
Houfe,  to  confider  further  of  the  faid  Bill. 

An  ingroffed  Bill,  to  dock  the  intail  of  certain  Lands,  whereof  Thomas  Jefferfon 
and  Martha  his  Wife,  in  right  of  the  faid  Martha,  are  feifed  in  fee  tail,  for  vefting  the 
fame  in  Henry  Skipwith,  Gentleman,  and  for  fettling  other  lands,  of  equal  value  to  the 
fame  Ufes,  was  read  the  third  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  do  pafs,  and  that  the  Title  be  An  Ad  to  dock  the  intail  of 
certain  Lands,  whereof  Thomas  Jefferson  and  Martha  his  Wife,  in  right  of  the  faid  Martha, 
are  feifed  in  fee  tail,  for  vefting  the  fame  in  Henry  Skipwith,  Gentleman,  and  for  fettling 
other  Lands,  of  equal  value  to  the  fame  Ufes. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Bland  do  carry  the  Bill  to  the  Council,  and  defire  their  Concurrence. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Treafurer  do  provide  a  decent  fuit  of  Clothes  for  the  Doorkeepers 
attending  the  Houfe. 

A  Bill  to  increafe  the  reward  for  apprehending  Horfe  Stealers,  and  for  other  Pur-  im.i 
pofes  therein  mentioned,  was  read  a  fecond  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  committed. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe. 

Refolved,  that  this  Houfe  will,  upon  Monday  next,  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  Houfe,  upon  the  faid  Bill. 

A  Petition1  of  Mofes  Hunter,  of  the  County  of  Berkeley,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe, 
and  Read;  fetting  forth,  that  the  Petitioner,  having  entered  into  a  Recognizance 
before  the  Court  of  the  faid  County,  to  appear  at  the  General  Court,  as  a  Witnef s  for  the 
King  againft  James  Conner,  a  Criminal,  was  travelling  to  Williamfburg  accordingly, 
but  his  Horfe  failed  in  the  Journey,  fo  that  the  Petitioner  could  not  reach  the  Capitol, 
until  about  two  Hours  after  the  Criminal  was  tried  and  Convicted ;  and  praying  to  be 
allowed  for  his  travelling  and  attendance. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
of  public  Claims;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  fame 
with  their  Opinion  thereupon  to  the  Houfe. 

Mr  Edmund  Pendleton  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  according  to  Order,  a  Bill  to  dock 
the  intail  of  certain  Lands  whereof  John  Armiftead,  Gentleman,  is  feifed,  and  for  other 
purpofes  therein  mentioned ;  and  the  fame  was  received  and  read  the  firft  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  fecond  time. 

Mr  Harrifon  reported  from  the  Committee  of  Trade,  to  whom  the  Petition  of 
John  Hobday,  praying  to  be  allowed  a  reward  for  inventing  a  Machine,  whereby  Wheat 
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is  got  out  neat  and  clean,  and  with  more  eafe  and  expedition  than  by  threfhing  or 
treading,  and  without  lofs  of  the  Chaff  and  detriment  to  the  Straw,  was  referred,  that 
the  Committee  had  examined  the  matter  of  the  faid  Petition,  and  had  come  to  a  Refolu- 
tion  thereupon,  which  they  had  directed  him  to  report  to  the  Houfe;  and  he  read  the 
Report  in  his  Place,  and  afterwards  delivered  it  in  at  the  Clerk's  Table;  where  the 
Refolution  of  the  Committee  was  read,  and  is  as  followeth,  viz. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  faid  Petition  is  reafonable ; 
and  that  the  faid  John  Hobday  ought  to  be  allowed  by  the  Public  the  fum  of  three 
hundred  Pounds,  as  a  reward  for  inventing  the  faid  Machine,  and  communicating  to  the 
Public  the  manner  of  erecting  it. 

The  faid  Refolution  being  read  a  fecond  time ; 

The  amendment  following  was  propofed  to  be  made  thereunto,  viz. 

To  leave  out  "three,"  and  infert  "one,"  inftead  thereof. 

And  the  Queftion  being  put,  that  the  word  "three"  ftand  part  of  the  faid  Refolution ; 

It  paffed  in  the  Negative. 

And  the  Queftion  being  put  that  the  Word  "one"  be  inferted  inftead  thereof; 
m  It  was  refolved  in  the  Affirmative. 

Refolved,  that  the  Houfe  do  agree  with  the  Committee  in  the  faid  Refolution  fo 
amended,  that  the  faid  Petition  is  reafonable;  and  that  the  faid  John  Hobday  ought 
to  be  allowed  by  the  Public  the  fum  of  one  hundred  Pounds,  as  a  reward  for  inventing 
the  faid  Machine,  and  communicating  to  the  Public  the  manner  of  erecting  it. 

Refolved,  that  the  fum  of  one  hundred  Pounds  be  paid  to  John  Hobday  for  inventing 
the  Machine  for  beating  out  Wheat. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Harrifon  do  carry  the  Refolution  to  the  Council,  and  defire  their 
Concurrence. 

The  other  Order  of  the  Day  being  read ; 

Ordered,  that  the  Letters  received  by  Mr  Speaker,  from  the  Speakers  of  feveral  of 
the  lower  Houfes  of  Affembly  of  the  britifh  Colonies,  in  America,  with  other  Papers, 
upon  the  fubject  matters,  which  were  referred  to  the  ftanding  Committee  of  Corref- 
pondence  and  inquiry,  be  laid  before  this  Houfe,  upon  Thurfday  next. 

And  then  the  Houfe  adjourned  till  Tomorrow  Morning,  eleven  of  the  Clock. 


Satur&a?,  tl)e  2Ut  of  ytta?,  14  Geo.  tit  1774. 

THE  Order  of  the  Day  being  read,  for  the  Houfe  to  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  confider  further  of  the  Bill  for  taking  the 
privy  examination  of  Feme  Coverts,  refiding  in  diftant  Countries. 

Refolved,  that  this  Houfe  will,  upon  Monday  next,  Refolve  itfelf  into 
the  faid  Committee. 

A  Petition  of  William  Digges,  the  younger,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read ; 
fetting  forth,  that  the  Petitioner  is  feifed  in  feetail,  under  the  Will  of  his  Grandfather, 
Cole  Digges,  Ef quire,  deceafed,  of  a  Tract  of  land,  lying  in  the  Parifh  of  Dryfdale,  in 
the  County  of  Caroline,  containing  two  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  forty  four  Acres, 
which,  being  remote  from  the  Petitioner's  Refidence,  is  unprofitable  to  him,  efpecially 
as  he  hath  not  a  fufficient  number  of  Slaves  to  cultivate  the  fame  and  his  other  Lands ; 
and  therefore  praying  that  leave  may  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill,  to  dock  the  intail  of 
the  faid  Land  in  Caroline,  and  to  fettle  other  Lands  and  Slaves,  in  lieu  thereof. 

Ordered,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  purfuant  to  the  Prayer  of  the  faid 
Petition ;  and  that  Mr  Nelfon  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  fame. 

Mr  Edmund  Pendleton  reported  from  the  Committee  of  Propofitions  and  Grievances, 
to  whom  feveral  Petitions  were  referred,  that  the  Committee  had  examined  the  matters 
of  the  faid  Petitions,  and  had  come  to  feveral  Refolutions  thereupon,  which  they  had 

directed 
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directed  him  to  report  to  the  Houfe ;  and  he  read  the  Report  in  his  Place,  and  afterwards 
delivered  it  in  at  the  Clerk's  Table ;  where  the  Refolutions  of  the  Committee  were  read, 
and  are  as  followeth,  viz. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  Petition  of  fundry 
Inhabitants  of  the  County  of  Culpeper,  praying  that  a  public  Ferry  may  be  eftablifhed 
from  the  land  of  Bowles  Armiftead,  Gentleman,  in  the  County  of  Culpeper,  over  the 
River  Rapidanne,  to  the  land  of  Alexander  Spotfwood,  Gentleman,  in  the  County  of 
Spotfylvania,  is  reafonable. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  Petition  of  fundry 
Inhabitants  of  the  County  of  Halifax,  praying  that  a  Public  Ferry  may  be  eftablifhed 
from  the  Land  of  John  Boyd,  over  Dan  River,  to  the  land  of  Patrick  Boyd  on  the  oppofite 
Shore,  in  the  County  of  Halifax,  is  reafonable. 

The  faid  Refolutions  being  feverally  read  a  fecond  time,  were,  upon  the  Queftion 
feverally  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  it  be  an  Inftruftion  to  the  faid  Committee,  who  are  appointed  to 
prepare  and  bring  in  a  Bill  purfuant  to  the  fourth  Refolution  of  the  faid  Committee, 
which  was  reported  to  the  Houfe  upon  Tuefday,  the  tenth  day  of  this  Inftant,  and 
which  was  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe,  that  they  have  Power  to  receive  a  Claufe  or  Claufes 
purfuant  to  the  faid  Refolutions,  this  day  reported,  and  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

An  ingroffed  Bill  to  veft  certain  intailed  Lands  therein  mentioned  in  Wilfon  Miles 
Cary,  Efquire,  in  fee  fimple,  and  to  fettle  other  Lands,  in  lieu  thereof,  was  read  the  third 
time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  do  pafs;  and  that  the  Title  be,  An  Ad  to  veft  certain  intailed 
Lands  therein  mentioned  in  Wilfon  Miles  Cary,  Efquire,  in  fee  fimple,  and  to  fettle  other 
lands,  in  lieu  thereof. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Bland  do  carry  the  Bill  to  the  Council  and  defire  their  Concurrence. 

Mr  Treafurer  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  according  to  Order,  a  Bill  for  diffolving  the 
Veftry  of  the  Parifh  of  Saint  Anne,  in  the  County  of  Albemarle;  and  the  fame  was 
received,  and  read  the  firft  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  fecond  time. 

Mr  Treafurer  reported  from  the  Committee  for  Religion,  to  whom  the  Petition  of 
fundry  Inhabitants  of  that  part  of  the  Parifh  of  Beckford,  which  was  lately  taken  from 
the  Parifh  of  Frederick,  praying  that  the  Veftry  of  the  faid  Parifh  may  be  diffolved, 
was  referred,  that  the  Committee  had  examined  the  matter  of  the  faid  Petition,  and 
had  come  to  a  Refolution  thereupon,  which  they  had  directed  him  to  report  to  the  Houfe ; 
and  he  read  the  Report  in  his  Place,  and  afterwards  delivered  it  in  at  the  Clerk's  Table ; 
where  the  Refolution  of  the  Committee  was  read  and  is  as  followeth,  viz. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee  that  the  faid  Petition  is  reafonable. 

The  faid  Refolution  being  read  a  fecond  time,  was,  upon  the  Queftion  put  thereupon, 
agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  a  Bill  be  brought  in  purfuant  to  the  faid  Refolution ;  and  that  the 
Committee  for  Religion  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  fame. 

Mr  Treafurer  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  according  to  Order,  a  Bill  for  dividing  the 
Parifh  of  Botetourt,  in  the  Counties  of  Botetourt  and  Fincaftle,  and  for  other  purpofes 
therein  mentioned ;  and  the  fame  was  received,  and  read  the  firft  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  fecond  time. 

Mr  Treafurer  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  according  to  Order,  a  Bill  to  allow  the  Minifter 
of  Shelburne  Parifh  in  the  County  of  Loudoun,  the  fame  Salary  as  other  Minifters  are 
intitled  to  receive ;  and  the  fame  was  received,  and  read  the  firft  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  fecond  time. 

A  Petition  of  Edward  Harwood  and  Elizabeth  his  Wife  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe, 
and  read ;  fetting  forth  that  the  Petitioners,  in  right  of  the  Wife,  are  feif ed  in  fee  tail 
of  four  hundred  Acres  of  Land,  in  the  Parifh  of  Yorkhampton  in  the  County  of  York 
under  the  laft  Will  and  Teftament  of  George  Read,  deceafed,  and  that  it  will  be  advan- 
tageous to  the  Petitioners  and  their  iffue  to  fell  the  faid  Land,  and  lay  out  the  purchafe 
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Money  in  Slaves,  to  be  annexed  to  other  intailed  Lands,  which  the  Petitioners  are 
feifed  of  under  the  fame  Will ;  and  therefore  praying,  that  leave  may  be  given  to  bring 
in  a  Bill  for  the  purpofes  aforefaid. 

Ordered,  that  a  Bill  be  brought  in  purfuant  to  the  Prayer  of  the  faid  Petition; 
and  that  Mr  Digges  and  Mr  Nelfon  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  fame. 

A  Petition  of  Cuthbert  Btdlitt  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read ;  fetting  forth, 
that  he  is  feifed  in  fee  fimple  of  a  tract  of  Land  at  the  Mouth  of  Quantico  Creek,  which 
is  a  very  convenient  place  for  a  Town ;  and  therefore  praying,  that  fixteen  Acres  of  the 
faid  Land  may  for  that  purpofe  be  laid  off  into  Lots,  exclufive  of  a  proper  number  of 
Streets,  and  that  the  purchafers  of  the  Lots  may  not  be  obliged  to  erect  thereon,  within 
any  determinate  time,  other  Houfes  than  fuch  as  they  fhall  think  neceffary  for  carrying 
on  their  Trade. 

191  Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
of  Propofitions  and  Grievances,  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and 
report  the  fame,  with  their  Opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe. 

A  Petition  of  the  Truftees  and  other  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Alexandria,  in 
the  County  of  Fairfax,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read ;  fetting  forth,  that,  fmce 
the  paffing  of  the  Act  of  General  Affembly,  made  in  the  fourth  Year  of  the  Reign  of  his 
prefent  Majefty,  intituled  An  Ad1  for  encouraging  the  fettlement  of  the  Towns  of  Alexan- 
dria and  Falmouth,  and  for  other  purpofes  therein  mentioned,  by  which  it  was  enacted, 
among  other  things,  that  the  purchafers  of  Lots  in  the  faid  Town  fhould  not  be  fubject 
or  liable  to  any  forfeiture  for  neglecting  or  failing  to  build  thereon,  the  Trade  of  the 
faid  Town  hath  very  confiderably  increafed,  and  many  Merchants  and  Tradefmen 
are  very  defirous  of  fettling  and  rending  there,  but  cannot  be  accomodated  with  Houfes, 
which  the  Proprietors  of  the  vacant  Lots  neglect  to  build,  not  being  obliged  to  do  fo ; 
And  that  the  Act  of  General  Affembly,  made  in  the  twelfth  Year  of  the  Reign  of  his 
prefent  Majefty,  intituled  An  Ad2  to  encourage  the  further  fettlement  of  the  Town  of 
Alexandria,  in  the  County  of  Fairfax,  hath  not  produced  the  good  Effects  intended 
thereby,  the  forfeiture  of  certain  Marfh  lots  belonging  to  Infants,  or  Perfons  out  of  the 
Country,  being  prevented  by  the  Provifo  in  the  faid  Act  contained;  and  therefore 
praying  that  the  other  Lands  adjoining  the  faid  Town  may  be  added  to  the  fame,  and 
made  part  thereof,  that  the  owners  of  Lots  Unimproved  may  be  compelled  to  build  upon 

192  them  within  a  reafonable  time,  and  that  effectual  Meafures  may  be  purfued  for  draining 
and  improving  the  faid  Marfh  lots. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
of  Propofitions  and  Grievances;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and 
report  the  fame,  with  their  Opinion  thereupon  to  the  Houfe. 

Several  Petitions  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Counties  of  Frederick,  Berkeley  and 
Dunmore,  whofe  Names  are  thereunto  fubfcribed,  were  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and 
read;  fetting  forth,  that  the  ordinary  Methods  prefcribed  for  keeping  the  public  Roads 
in  Repair  are  inf uffkient ;  and  therefore  praying  the  Houfe  to  take  the  matter  into 
Confideration,  and  provide  fuch  remedy  as  fhall  feem  proper. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
of  Propofitions  and  Grievances ;  and  that  they  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report 
the  fame,  with  their  Opinion  thereupon  to  the  Houfe. 

A  Petition  of  feveral  Farmers  and  other  Inhabitants  of  the  County  of  Berkeley, 
whofe  Names  are  thereunto  fubfcribed,  And  alfo, 

A  Petition  of  feveral  Farmers  and  other  Inhabitants  of  the  County  of  Loudoun, 
whofe  Names  are  thereunto  fubfcribed,  And  alfo, 

A  Petition  of  feveral  Farmers  and  other  Inhabitants  of  the  County  of  Fairfax, 
whofe  Names  are  thereunto  fubfcribed, 

Were  feverally  prefented  to  the  Houfe  and  read ;  fetting  forth,  that  the  Inhabitants 
of  Maryland  are  allowed,  by  the  Laws  of  that  Province,  to  import  Rum,  in  their  own 
Veffels,  without  being  obliged  to  pay  any  duty  for  the  fame,  whereby  they  have  con- 
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fiderable  advantages,  in  the  Weft  India  Trade,  over  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Colony;  m 
and  therefore  praying,  that  the  Act  impofing  a  duty  of  four  pence  per  Gallon  on  Rum 
imported  may  be  repealed,  and  that  fome  other  mode  for  raifing  a  Revenue  equal  to 
what  that  duty  produces  may  be  fubftituted  in  place  thereof. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petitions  be  referred  to  the  Confederation  of  the  Committee 
of  Trade;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  fame,  with 
their  Opinion  thereupon  to  the  Houfe. 

A  Bill  to  impower  the  Veftry  of  the  Parifh  of  Frederick,  in  the  County  of  Frederick, 
to  levy  their  Minifter's  Salary,  in  Money,  in  lieu  of  Tobacco,  was  read  a  fecond  time. 

Ordered,  that  the  Bill  be  ingroffed. 

Mr  Baffett  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  according  to  Order,  a  Bill  to  encourage  the 
making  of  Linfeed  Oyl;  and  the  fame  was  received,  and  read  the  firft  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  fecond  time. 

And  then  the  Houfe  adjourned  till  Monday  Morning  next  eleven  of  the  Clock. 


Wonka?,  tl)e  23ro  of  Mia?.  14  <&eo.  lit  1774. 

THE  Order  of  the  Day  being  read,  for  the  Houfe  to  Refolve  itfelf  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  Houfe,  upon  the  Bill,  to  increafe  the  reward  for  appre- 
hending Horfe  Stealers,  and  for  other  purpofes  therein  mentioned : 

Refolved,  that  this  Houfe  will,  Tomorrow  Refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  confider  of  the  faid  Bill. 

The  other  Order  of  the  Day  being  read ; 

The  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  confider  further 
of  the  Bill,  for  taking  the  privy  examination  of  Femes  Covert,  refiding  in  diftant  Coun- 
tries. 

Mr  Speaker  left  the  Chair. 

Mr  Bland  took  the  Chair  of  the  Committee. 

Mr  Speaker  returned  the  Chair. 

Mr  Bland  reported  from  the  Committee,  that  they  had  gone  through  the  Bill, 
and  made  an  Amendment  thereunto,  which  they  had  directed  him  to  report,  when  the 
Houfe  will  pleafe  to  receive  the  fame. 

Ordered,  that  the  Report  be  now  received. 

Mr  Bland  accordingly  reported  from  the  faid  Committee,  the  Amendment  which 
the  Committee  had  made  to  the  Bill,  and  which  they  had  directed  him  to  report  to  the 
Houfe ;  and  he  read  the  Report  in  his  Place,  and  afterwards  delivered  the  Bill,  with  the 
Amendment,  in  at  the  Clerk's  Table;  where  the  Amendment  was  twice  Read,  and, 
upon  the  Queftion  put  thereupon,  was  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  the  Bill,  with  the  Amendment,  be  ingroffed. 

Mr  Bland  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  according  to  order,  a  Bill  for  adding  parts  of  the 
Counties  of  Charlotte  and  Halifax  to  the  Counties  of  Lunenburg  and  Mecklenburg, 
refpectively ;  and  the  fame  was  received,  and  read  the  firft  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  fecond  time. 

Mr  Bland  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  according  to  Order,  a  Bill  to  amend  the  Act 
intituled  An  Ad1  for  the  better  fecuring  the  paiment  of  Levies  and  reftraint  of  Vagrants, 
and  for  making  Provifion  for  the  Poor;  and  the  fame  was  received,  and  read  the  firft 
time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  fecond  time. 

A  Petition2  of  fundry  Inhabitants  of  the  Counties  of  Hanover,  and  Henrico,  whofe 
Names  are  thereunto  fubfcribed,  fetting  forth,  that  the  Main  run  of  Chickahominy 
divides  the  faid  Counties,  for  many  Miles,  and  that  the  antient  courfe  thereof  is  in  fome 
places  altered,  whereby  the  property  of  the  Petitioners,  whofe  lands  are  bounded  by  the 
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faid  Run,  is  become  uncertain ;  and  therefore  praying,  that  the  faid  boundary  may  be 
unalterably  fixed,  in  fuch  manner  as  fhall  feem  equitable  and  juf  t ;  And  alfo, 

A  Petition1  of  feveral  Perfons,  whofe  Names  are  thereunto  fubfcribed,  owners  of 
Lands  in  Chickahominy  Swamp,  praying,  that  the  Commiffioners,  if  this  Houfe  fhall 
think  proper  to  appoint  any  fuch,  to  afcertain  the  boundaries  of  the  faid  Lands,  may 
not  be  connected,  by  affinity,  or  other  wife,  with  any  of  the  Proprietors;  And  alfo, 

A  Petition  of  fundry  Perfons,  whofe  Names  are  thereunto  fubfcribed,  poffeffed  of 
Lands  adjoining  Chickahominy  Swamp,  taking  notice  of  the  Petition  intended  to  be 
prefented  to  this  Houfe,  for  appointing  Commiffioners  to  afcertain  the  Main  run  of  the 
faid  Swamp ;  and  fetting  forth,  that  feveral  difputes  between  the  Owners  of  the  Lands 
in  the  faid  Swamp  concerning  their  boundaries,  which  have  been  already  determined 
by  Suits  and  Arbitraments,  may  be  revived,  if  the  Mode  propofed  by  that  Petition 
fhould  be  approved  of,  and  that  the  Law,  directing  lands  to  be  proceffioned,  every  four 
Years,  hath  eftablifhed  a  very  proper  method  of  controverting  the  bounds  of  them; 
and  therefore  praying,  that  this  honorable  Houfe  will  not  interfere  in  the  matter,  but 
leave  it  to  be  fettled  in  the  ordinary  courfe  of  Law. 

Were  feverally  prefented  to  the  Houfe  and  read. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
of  Propofitions  and  Grievances;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and 
report  the  fame,  with  their  Opinion  thereupon  to  the  Houfe. 

Several  Petitions  of  fundry  Perfons  of  the  Parifh  of  Augufta,  in  the  County  of 
Augnfta,  whofe  Names  are  thereunto  fubfcribed  were  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read; 
fetting  forth,  that  the  faid  Parifh  is  upwards  of  ninety  Miles  long,  and  near  eighty 
Miles  wide ;  and  that  there  are  between  three  and  four  thoufand  Tithables  in  it,  and  but 
one  Church ;  and  therefore  praying,  that  the  faid  Parifh  may  be  divided,  by  a  line  to 
be  run  from  the  top  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  oppofite  John  Yancey's,  to  the  faid  John  Yancey's 
Plantation,  thence  to  James  Anderfon's,  on  the  head  of  the  long  Glade,  and  from 
thence,  North  fifty  five  Degrees  Weft,  till  it  ftrikes  the  Allegany  Mountains,  or  in  any 
other  manner  the  Houfe  fhall  think  more  proper. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
for  Religion ;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  fame  with 
their  Opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe. 

A  Petition  of  fundry  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Counties  of  Hanover  and  Caroline, 
whofe  names  are  thereunto  fubfcribed,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read ;  fetting 
forth,  that  the  paffage  of  Fifh  is  obftructed  by  Mill  Dams,  in  the  North  and  South 
branches  of  Pamnnkey  River ;  and  praying,  that  the  Owners  of  the  Mills  may  be  obliged 
to  make  openings  or  Slopes  in  their  Dams. 
197  Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 

of  Propofitions  and  Grievances;    and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and 
report  the  fame  with  their  Opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe. 

Mr  Carrington  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  according  to  Order,  a  Bill  to  repeal  the  Act 
of  General  Affembly,  made  in  the  Twelfth  Year  of  the  Reign  of  his  prefent  Majefty, 
intituled,  An  Ad2  to  amend  an  Ad,  intituled  An  Ad  for  better  preservation  of  the  breed 
of  Deer,  and  preventing  unlawful  hunting,  fo  far  as  the  fame  relates  to  certain  Counties ; 
and  the  fame  was  received,  and  read  the  firft  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  fecond  time. 

A  Petition  of  the  Attornies  at  Law,  practicing  in  the  Courts  of  the  Counties  of 
Augufta,  Dunmore,  Frederick,  Hampfhire,  and  Berkeley,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe, 
and  read;  fetting  forth,  that  the  times  appointed  for  holding  Courts  in  the  faid  Coun- 
ties are  inconvenient,  and  therefore  praying,  that  the  Court  days  may  be  altered,  of 
Frederick,  to  the  firft  Monday,  Dunmore,  the  fecond,  Augufta  and  Berkeley  the  third, 
and  Hampfhire  the  laft  Monday  in  every  Month. 
Ordered, 
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Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
for  Courts  of  Juftice;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the 
fame,  with  their  Opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe. 

A  Petition  of  John  Clark  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read;  fetting  forth 
that  the  Petitioner,  being  a  Soldier  in  the  Virginia  Regiment,  received  a  Wound  in  a 
Skirmifh  with  the  Indians  near  Fort  Cumberland,  and  that  he  is  now  old  and  helplefs; 
and  praying  Relief. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee  198 
of  public  Claims;   and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  fame, 
with  their  Opinion  thereupon  to  the  Houfe. 

A  Petition  of  Samuel  Poe  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read;  fetting  forth, 
that  the  Petitioner,  being  a  Soldier  in  the  Virginia  Regiment,  received  a  Wound  in 
the  battle,  when  General  Braddock  was  defeated,  which  hath  in  great,  meafure  difabled 
him  ever  fince  from  getting  a  livelihood,  and  therefore  praying  Relief. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
of  public  Claims;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  fame, 
with  their  Opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe. 

A  Bill  to  dock  the  intail  of  certain  Lands  whereof  John  Armiftead,  Gentleman,  . 
is  feifed,  and  for  other  purpofes  therein  mentioned,  was  read  a  fecond  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  committed  to  Mr  Edmund  Pendleton,  Mr  Henry  Pendleton, 
Mr  Field  and  Mr  Henry  Lee. 

A  Bill  to  encourage  the  making  of  Linfeed  Oyl  was  read  a  fecond  time. 

A  Motion  was  made,  and  the  Queftion  being  put,  that  the  Bill  be  ingroffed ; 

It  paffed  in  the  Negative. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  rejected. 

A  Bill  to  allow  the  Minifter  of  Shelburne  Parifh,  in  the  County  of  Loudoun,  the 
fame  Salary  as  other  Minifters  are  intitled  to  receive,  was  read  a  fecond  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  committed  to  Mr  Peyton  and  Mr  Henry  Lee.  199 

An  ingroffed  Bill,  to  impower  the  Veftry  of  the  Parifh  of  Frederick,  in  the  County 
of  Frederick,  to  levy  their  Minifter's  Salary  in  Money,  in  lieu  of  Tobacco,  was  read  the 
third  time. 

An  ingroffed  Claufe  was  offered  to  be  added  to  the  Bill,  by  way  of  Rider,  for  limit- 
ting  the  time  the  Act  fhall  be  in  force. 

And  the  faid  Claufe  was  thrice  read,  and,  upon  the  Queftion  put  thereupon,  was 
agreed  to  by  the  Houfe  to  be  made  part  of  the  Bill,  by  way  of  Rider. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  do  pafs;  and  that  the  Title  be,  An  Ad1  to  impower  the  Veftry 
of  the  Parifh  of  Frederick,  in  the  County  of  Frederick,  to  levy  their  Minifter  s  Salary  in 
Money,  in  lieu  of  Tobacco. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Wood  do  carry  the  Bill  to  the  Council,  and  defire  their  Concurrence. 

A  Bill  for  dividing  the  Parifh  of  Botetourt,  in  the  Counties  of  Botetourt  and  Fin- 
caftle,  and  for  other  purpofes  therein  mentioned  ,was  read  a  fecond  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  committed  to  the  Committee  for  Religion. 

Mr  N  elf  on  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  according  to  Order,  a  Bill  to  impower  Truftees 
to  fell  certain  intailed  Lands,  whereof  William  Digges,  the  younger,  Efquire,  is  feifed, 
and  fettling  other  Lands  and  Slaves,  to  be  purchafed,  in  lieu  thereof ;  and  the  fame  was 
received,  and  read  the  firft  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  fecond  time. 

Mr  Edmund  Pendleton  reported  from  the  Committee  of  Propofitions  and  Griev- 
ances, to  whom  the  Petition  of  Hugh  Walker  was  referred,  that  the  Committee  had  200 
examined  the  matter  of  the  faid  Petition,  and  had  come  to  a  Refolution  thereupon, 
which  they  had  directed  him  to  report  to  the  Houfe ;  and  he  read  the  Report  in  his  Place, 
and  afterwards  delivered  it  in  at  the  Clerk's  Table ;  where  the  Refolution  of  the  Com- 
mittee was  read,  and  is  as  followeth,  viz. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  Petition  of  the  faid 
Hugh  Walker,  praying  that  the  Public  ferry  from  Urbanna,  over  Rappahanock  River, 
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to  Chetwoods,  may  be  difcontinued,  and  a  Public  ferry  eftablifhed  from  Urbanna,  over 
the  faid  River,  to  the  Land  of  the  faid  Hugh  Walker,  on  Arm's  Creek,  is  reafonable. 

The  faid  Refolution  being  read  a  fecond  time,  was,  upon  the  Queftion  put  there- 
upon, agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  it  be  an  Inftrudlion  to  the  faid  Committee  who  are  appointed  to  pre- 
pare and  bring  in  a  Bill  purfuant  to  the  fourth  Refolution  of  the  faid  Committee  which 
was  reported  to  the  Houfe,  upon  Tuefday,  the  tenth  day  of  this  Inftant,  and  which 
was  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe,  that  they  have  Power  to  receive  a  Claufe  or  Claufes, 
purfuant  to  the  faid  Refolution,  this  day  reported,  and  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

A  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Alexandria,  whofe  Names  are  there- 
unto fubfcribed,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read;  fetting  forth,  that  the  Act' 
of  General  Affembly,  to  prevent  the  raifing  of  Hogs,  and  fuffering  them  to  run  at  large 
within  the  faid  Town,  had  not  effected  the  purpofe;  and  therefore  praying  that  a  fine 
or  Tax  may  be  impofed  upon  the  Offenders  againft  the  faid  A<51,  and  that  Goats  and 
Geefe  may  not  be  raifed,  nor  fuffered  to  go  at  large  in  the  faid  Town. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
of  Propofitions  and  Grievances;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and 
report  the  fame,  with  their  Opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe. 

A  Petition  of  feveral  Perfons  of  the  County  of  Fairfax,  whofe  names  are  thereunto 
fubfcribed,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read;  fetting  forth,  that  the  curing  of 
Fifh  hath,  of  late  Years,  become  a  bufinefs  of  fuch  Confequence,  as  to  deferve  legiflative 
Regulations;  and  therefore  praying,  that  the  exportation  or  fale  of  Fifh,  cured  in 
Barrels,  or  otherwife,  without  a  previous  Infpection  by  proper  Perfons,  may  be  reftrained, 
or  that  fuch  other  Provifions,  for  preventing  frauds  in  that  Article,  may  be  made  as 
to  the  Houfe  fhall  feem  fit. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
of  Trade;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  fame,  with 
their  Opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Bowyer  be  added  to  the  Committees  for  Religion,  Propofitions 
and  Grievances,  and  Public  Claims. 

Refolved,  that  the  fum  of  twenty  five  Pounds  be  paid  to  Arthur  Dent,  late  a  Soldier 
in  the  Virginia  Regiment,  and  the  further  fum  of  five  Pounds  per  Annum,  during  his 
Life,  as  a  recompence  for  the  Wounds  he  received  in  the  fervice  of  the  Country. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Cary  do  carry  the  refolution  to  the  the  Council,  and  defire  their 
Concurrence. 

And  then  the  Houfe  adjourned  till  Tomorrow  Morning,  eleven  of  the  Clock. 
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MR.  Richard  Henry  Lee  reported  from  the  Committee  of  Courts  of  Juftice,  to 
whom  the  Petition  of  the  Attornies  at  Law,  practifing  in  the  Courts  of  the 
Counties  of  Augufta,  Dunmore,  Frederick,  Hampshire,  and  Berkeley,  was 
referred,  that  the  Committee  had  examined  the  matter  of  the  faid  Petition, 
and  had  come  to  a  Refolution  thereupon,  which  they  had  directed  him  to  report  to 
the  Houfe ;  and  he  read  the  report  in  his  Place,  and  afterwards  delivered  it  in  at  the 
Clerk's  Table ;  where  the  Refolution  of  the  Committee  was  read,  and  is  as  followeth,  viz. 
Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  faid  Petition,  praying 
that  an  alteration  may  be  made  in  the  feveral  Court  Days  of  the  Counties  of  Augufta, 
Dunmore,  Frederick,  Hampfhire,  and  Berkeley,  is  reafonable. 

A  Motion  was  made,  and  the  Queftion  being  put,  that  the  Houfe  doth  agree  with 
the  Committee  in  the  faid  Refolution ; 
It 
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It  paffed  in  the  Negative. 
Refolved,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  rejected. 

A  Petition  of  Samuel  Judkins  and  Henry  Moring,  Infpedlors  of  Tobacco  at  Grays 
Creek  Warehoufe,  in  the  County  of  Surry,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read ;  fetting 
forth,  that,  fince  the  Year  1768,  when  the  Salaries  of  the  faid  Infpe&ors  were  reduced 
from  thirty  five  to  thirty  Pounds  per  Annum,  much  larger  quantities  of  Tobacco  have 
been  annually  brought  to  the  faid  Infpec"tion  than  had  been  brought  there  in  the  pre-  20s 
ceeding  Years;  and  therefore  praying,  that  the  Petitioners  may  be  allowed  the  fum 
of  five  Pounds  each  for  the  laft  Year,  and  that  their  Salaries,  for  the  future  may  be 
increafed  to  what  they  were  before  the  faid  Reduction. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
of  Propofitions  and  Grievances;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and 
report  the  fame,  with  their  Opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe. 

A  Petition  of  Harry  Todd  and  Aphia  his  Wife  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and 
read ;  fetting  forth,  that  they  are  feifed  in  fee  tail,  in  right  of  the  faid  Aphia,  under  the 
Will  of  Nicholas  Meriwether,  Gentleman,  deceafed,  of  and  in  two  hundred  and  thirty 
five  Acres  of  Land,  lying  in  the  Parifh  of  Saint  David,  in  the  County  of  King  William; 
and  that  the  Petitioners  had  agreed  to  fell  the  fame,  being  too  fmall  a  Tradl  to  fettle  on, 
to  Walker  Tomlin,  who  intermarried  with  a  Sifter  of  the  faid  Aphia,  and  hath  Lands 
adjoining,  for  one  thoufand  Pounds  of  Current  Money  of  Virginia;  and  therefore  praying, 
that  leave  may  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill,  for  vefting  the  faid  Lands  in  the  faid 
Walker  Tomlin  in  fee  fimple,  upon  his  paying  the  faid  one  thoufand  Pounds  to  Truftees, 
to  be  laid  out  in  the  purchafe  of  other  lands  and  Slaves  to  be  fettled  to  the  fame  Ufes. 

Ordered,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  purfuant  to  the  Prayer  of  the  faid 
Petition ;   and  that  Mr  Edmund  Pendleton  do  prepare.^and  bring  in  the  fame. 

This  Houfe,  being  deeply  impreffed  with  apprehenfion  of  the  great  dangers,  to  be 
derived  to  britifh  America,  from  the  hoftile  Invafion  of  the  City  of  B  of  ton,  in  our  Sifter 
Colony  of  Maffachufetts  bay,  whofe  commerce  and  harbour  are,  on  the  firft  Day  of 
June  next,  to  be  ftopped  by  an  Armed  force,  deem  it  highly  neceffary  that  the  faid 
firft  day  of  Junebe  fet  apart,  by  the  Members  of  this  Houfe,  as  a  day  of  Fafting,  Humili- 
ation, and  Prayer,  devoutly  to  implore  the  divine  interpofition,  for  averting  the  heavy 
Calamity  which  threatens  deftrudlion  to  our  Civil  Rights,  and  the  Evils  of  civil  War ; 
to  give  us  one  heart  and  one  Mind  firmly  to  oppofe,  by  all  juft  and  proper  means,  every 
injury  to  American  Rights;  and  that  the  Minds  of  his  Majefty  and  his  Parliament, 
may  be  infpired  from  above  with  Wifdom,  Moderation,  and  Juftice,  to  remove  from  the 
loyal  People  of  America  all  caufe  of  danger,  from  a  continued  purfuit  of  Meafures, 
pregnant  with  their  ruin. 

Ordered,  therefore,  that  the  Members  of  this  Houfe  do  attend  in  their  Places,  at 
the  hour  of  Ten  in  the  forenoon,  on  the  faid  firft  day  of  June  next,  in  Order  to  proceed 
with  the  Speaker,  and  the  Mace,  to  the  Church  in  this  City,  for  the  purpofes  aforefaid ; 
and  that  the  Reverend  Mr  Price  be  appointed  to  read  Prayers,  and  the  Reverend  Mr 
Gwatkin,  to  preach  a  Sermon,  fuitable  to  the  Occafion. 

Ordered,  that  this  Order  be  forthwith  printed  and  publifhed. 

Ordered,  that  the  Reverend  Mr  Gwatkin  be  defired  to  Preach  before  this  Houfe, 
at  the  Church  in  this  City,  upon  Wednefday,  the  firft  day  of  June  next ;  and  that  Mr 
Richard  Henry  Lee  do  acquaint  him  therewith. 

Ordered,  that  this  Houfe  be  called  over  upon  this  day  Sevenight. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  being  read,  for  the  Houfe  to  confider  of  the  Petition  of 
Clementina  Rind,  praying  that  fhe  may  be  appointed  Printer  to  the  Public,  in  the  room 
of  her  Hufband  William  Rind,  deceafed;  and  alfo  the  Petition  of  Alexander  Purdie 
Printer,  for  the  fame ;  and  alfo  the  Petition  of  John  Dixon,  for  the  fame ; 

The  faid  Petitions  were  read. 

Refolved,  that  the  Printer  to  the  Public  be  chofen  by  way  of  Balloting. 

Ordered,  that  the  Members  of  this  Houfe  do  immediately  prepare  Tickets,  to  be 
put  into  the  Glaffes,  with  the  Name  of  the  Perfon  to  be  the  faid  Printer. 

Ordered, 
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Ordered,  that  the  Glaffes  be  brought  in. 

The  Glaffes  being  accordingly  brought  in ; 

The  Clerk  and  Serjeant  at  Arms  attending  this  Houfe  went  with  the  fame  on  each 
fide  of  the  Houfe,  to  receive  the  faid  Tickets. 

And  the  Members  having  put  in  their  Tickets,  the  Glaffes  were  brought  up  to  the 
Clerk's  Table. 

Ordered,  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  examine  the  Tickets,  and  that  they 
do  report  to  the  Houfe  upon  which  of  the  faid  Petitioners  the  Majority  falls. 

And  a  Committee  was  appointed  of  Mr  Bland,  Mr  Treafurer,  Mr  Edmund  Pendleton, 
Mr  Cary,  Mr  Richard  Henry  Lee,  and  Mr  Harrifon;  and  they  are  to  withdraw  imme- 
diately. 
^  Mr  Bland  reported  from  the  Committee  that  they  had  examined  the  Tickets  accord- 

ingly, and  that  the  Majority  falls  upon  the  faid  Clementina  Rind;  and  he  read  the  Report 
in  his  plafe,  and  afterwards  delivered  it  in  at  the  Clerk's  Table;  where  the  fame  was 
twice  read,  and  is  as  followeth,  viz. 

Clementina  Rind         ..........     60. 

Alexander  Pur die  and  M"  Rind         .  .  .  .  .  .  .  25. 

John  Dixon  and  Mrs  Rind         ........  2 . 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Clementina  Rind  be  appointed  Printer  to  the  Public. 

A  Member  returned  upon  a  new  Writ,  having  taken  the  Oaths  appointed  to  be 
taken  by  Act  of  Parliament,  and  repeated  and  fubfcribed  to  the  Teft,  took  his  place  in 
the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Simpfon,  W  James  Henry,  and  Mr  Bowdoin  be  added  to  the  Com- 
mittee for  Religion. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Simpfon  and  Mr  Johnfon  be  added  to  the  Committee  of  Propofitions 
and  Grievances. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Simpfon  be  added  to  the  Committee  of  Public  Claims. 

Mr  Edmund  Pendleton  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  according  to  Order,  a  Bill  to  impower 
Truftees  to  fell  certain  Lands  whereof  John  Baylor,  Efquire,  died  feifed,  for  paiment  of 
his  Debts  and  Legacies ;  and  the  fame  was  received,  and  read  the  firft  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  fecond  time. 

An  ingroffed  Bill  for  taking  the  privy  examination  of  Femes  Covert,  refiding  in 
diftant  Countries,  was  read  the  third  time. 
207  Refolved,  that  the  Bill  do  pafs,  and  that  the  Title  be,  An  Ad  to  enable  Perfons,  living 

in  other  Counties,  to  difpofe  of  their  Eftates  in  this  Colony,  with  more  Eafe  and  Convenience, 
and  for  other  purpofes  therein  mentioned. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Treafurer  do  carry  the  Bill  to  the  Council,  and  defire  their  Con- 
currence. 

Mr  Edmund  Pendleton  reported  from  the  Committee  of  Propofitions  and  Grievances, 
to  whom  feveral  Petitions  were  referred,  that  the  Committee  had  examined  the  matters 
of  the  faid  Petitions,  and  had  come  to  feveral  Refolutions  thereupon,  which  they  had 
directed  him  to  report  to  the  Houfe ;  and  he  read  the  Report  in  his  Place,  and  afterward 
delivered  it  in  at  the  Clerk's  Table ;  where  the  Refolutions  of  the  Committee  were  read, 
and  are  as  followeth,  viz. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  Petition  of  Cuthbert 
Bullitt,  praying  that  fixteen  Acres  of  Land,  at  the  Mouth  of  Quantico  Creek,  on  Potow- 
mack  River,  in  the  County  of  Prince  William,  may  be  laid  off  for  a  Town,  is  reafon- 
able. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  Petition  of  fundry 
Perfons,  refiding  on  or  near  the  Rivers  Fluvanna  and  Rivanna,  praying  that  a  Public 
ferry  may  be  eftablifhed  at  the  Confluence  of  the  faid  Rivers,  is  reafonable. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  feveral  Petitions  in 
Oppofition  thereto  be  rejected. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  Petition  of  Divers 
Inhabitants  of  the  Counties  of  Albemarle  and  Buckingham,  praying  that  a  Public  Ferry 

may 
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may  be  eftablifhed,  from  the  land  of  John  Cannon,  in  the  County  of  Buckingham,  over  *» 
the  Fluvanna  River,  to  the  land  of  Walter  King,  in  the  County  of  Albemarle,  and  from 
the  faid  Walter  King's  land  to  the  land  of  John  Cannon,  is  reafonable. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  Petition  of  fundry 
Inhabitants  of  the  Counties  of  Albemarle  and  Buckingham,  praying  that  a  Public  Ferry 
may  be  eftablifhed,  from  the  land  of  Jofeph  Taylor,  in  Buckingham,  over  the  Fluvanna 
River,  to  the  land  of  Walter  King,  in  Albemarle  County,  be  rejected. 

The  faid  Refolutions  being  feverally  read  a  fecond  time,  were,  upon  the  Queftion 
feverally  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  a  Bill  be  brought  in  purfuant  to  the  firft  Refolution;  and  that  the 
faid  Committee  do  prepare,  and  bring  in  the  fame. 

Ordered,  that  it  be  an  inftrudtion  to  the  faid  Committee,  who  are  appointed  to 
prepare  and  bring  in  a  Bill,  purfuant  to  the  fourth  Refolution  of  the  faid  Committee, 
which  was  reported  to  the  Houfe,  upon  Tuefday,  the  tenth  day  of  this  Inftant,  and 
which  was  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe,  that  they  have  Power  to  receive  a  Claufe  or  Claufes 
purfuant  to  the  fecond  and  fourth  Refolutions  of  the  faid  Committee,  this  day  reported, 
and  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

A  Bill  to  impower  Truftees  to  fell  certain  intailed  lands,  whereof  William  Digges, 
the  younger,  Efquire,  is  feifed,  and  fettling  other  lands  and  Slaves,  to  be  purchafed, 
in  lieu  thereof,  was  read  a  fecond  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  committed  to  Mr  Nelfon,  W  Digges,  Mr  Edmund  Pendleton, 
Mr  James  Taylor,  Mr  Aylett,  Mr  Corbin,  and  Mr  Page. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  being  read,  for  the  Houfe  to  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  Houfe,  upon  the  Bill  to  increafe  the  reward  for  apprehending  Horfe  Stealers, 
and  for  other  purpofes  therein  mentioned. 

Refolved,  that  this  Houfe  will,  Tomorrow  Refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  Houfe,  to  confider  of  the  faid  Bill. 

And  then  the  Houfe  adjourned  till  Tomorrow  Morning,  eleven  of  the  Clock. 


We&ttes&a?,  tye  25th  of  Stta?,  14  <Beo.  III.  1774. 

THE  Order  of  the  Day  being  read,  for  the  Houfe  to  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  Houfe,  upon  the  Bill  to  increafe  the  reward  for  apprehending 
Horfe  Stealers,  and  for  other  purpofes  therein  mentioned ; 

Refolved,  that  this  Houfe  will,  upon   Friday  next,  refolve  itfelf  into  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  confider  of  the  faid  Bill. 

Mr  Richard  Henry  Lee  reported  to  the  Houfe,  that  he  had  acquainted  the  Reverend 
Mr  Gwatkin,  purfuant  to  the  order  of  Yefterday,  that  he  was  defired  to  Preach  before 
this  Houfe,  at  the  Church  in  this  City,  upon  Wednefday,  the  firft  day  of  June  next; 
and  that  Mr  Gwatkin  informed  him,  he  was  very  fenfible  of  the  Honour  the  Houfe  had 
done  him  but  that  he  was  afraid  he  fhould  not  be  able  from  a  dif order  in  his  Breaft,  to 
perform  the  Service,  and  therefore  hoped,  that  the  Houfe  would  be  pleafed  to  excufe 
him. 

Ordered,  that  the  Reverend  Mr  Price  be  defired  to  Preach,  before  this  Houfe,  at  the 
Church  in  this  City,  upon  Wednefday,  the  firft  day  of  June  next ;  and  that  Mr  Richard 
Henry  Lee  do  acquaint  him  therewith. 

Mr  Treafurer  reported  from  the  Committee  for  Religion,  to  whom  feveral  Petitions 
were  referred,  that  the  Committee  had  examined  the  matters  of  the  faid  Petitions,  and 
had  come  to  feveral  Refolutions  thereupon,  which  they  had  directed  him  to  report  to  the 
Houfe ;  and  he  read  the  Report  in  his  Place,  and  afterwards  delivered  it  in  at  the  Clerk's 
Table ;  where  the  Refolutions  of  the  Committee  were  read,  and  are  as  followeth,  viz. 

Refolved, 
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Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  Petitions  of  fundry 
Inhabitants  of  the  Parifh  of  Augufta,  in  the  County  of  Augufta,  praying  that  the  faid 
Parifh  may  be  divided,  are  reafonable. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  Petition  of  the  Veftry 
of  the  Parifh  of  Saint  John,  in  the  County  of  King  William,  praying  that  an  Act  may 
pafs,  to  permit  them  to  fell  their  prefent  Glebe,  and  lay  out  the  Money  arifing  from 
fuch  Sale  in  purchafing  another  Glebe,  more  conveniently  fituated  to  the  advantage 
of  their  Minifter,  or  to  let  the  Money  remain  at  Intereft,  as  it  may  feem  beft  to  the  faid 
Veftry,  is  reafonable. 

The  faid  Refolutions  being  feverally  read  a  fecond  time,  were,  upon  the  Queftion 
feverally  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 
2Ji  Ordered,  that  Bills  be  brought  in  purfuant  to  the  faid  Refolutions;  and  that  the 

faid  Committee  do  prepare,  and  bring  in  the  fame. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  William  Cabell  be  added  to  the  Committee  for  Religion,  Privileges 
and  Elections,  and  Proportions  and  Grievances. 

Mr  Nelfon  reported  from  the  Committee,  to  whom  the  Bill  to  impower  Truftees 
to  fell  certain  intailed  Lands,  whereof  William  Digges,  the  younger,  Efquire,  is  feifed 
and  for  fettling  other  Lands  and  Slaves,  to  be  purchafed,  in  lieu  thereof,  was  committed, 
that  the  Committee  had  examined  the  Allegations  of  the  Bill,  and  found  the  fame  to 
be  true ;  and  that  the  Committee  had  gone  through  the  Bill,  and  made  feveral  Amend- 
ments, thereunto,  which  they  had  directed  him  to  report  to  the  Houfe ;  and  he  read  the 
Report  in  his  Place,  and  afterwards  delivered  the  Bill,  with  the  Amendments,  in  at  the 
Clerk's  Table;  where  the  Amendments  were  once  read  throughout,  and  then  a  fecond 
time,  one  by  one,  and,  upon  the  Queftion  feverally  put  thereupon,  were  agreed  to  by 
the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  the  Bill,  with  the  Amendments,  be  ingroffed. 

Mr  Edmund  Pendleton  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  according  to  Order,  a  Bill  to  veft 
certain  intailed  Lands  in  Walker  Tomlin,  Gentleman,  in  fee  fimple,  and  fettle  other 
Lands  and  Slaves,  to  be  purchafed,  in  lieu  thereof;  and  the  fame  was  received,  and  read 
the  firft  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  fecond  time. 

Ordered,  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  fecond  time. 

The  Bill  was  accordingly  read  a  fecond  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  committed  to  Mr  Edmund  Pendleton,  Mr  James  Taylor, 
Mr  Aylett,  Mr  Patrick  Henry,  Mr  Syme,  Mr  Baffett,  and  Mr  Dandridge. 

A  Petition  of  feveral  Perfons,  whofe  Names  are  thereunto  fubfcribed,  in  behalf  of 
themfelves  and  other  Adventurers  and  fettlers  upon  the  Weftern  Waters,  and  lands  to 
the  Weftward  of  the  Allegany  Mountains,  in  this  Colony,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe 
and  Read ;  fetting  forth,  that  the  exceffive  and  almoft  infupportable  expence  of  feating 
and  planting  thofe  remote  Lands,  according  to  the  Conditions  of  the  Grants,  and  the 
Modes  prefcribed  by  the  Laws  now  in  force,  will  very  much  retard  the  fettlement  and 
cultivation  of  that  part  of  the  Country ;  that  many  of  his  Majefty's  Subjects  who  have 
Titles  and  Claims  to  Lands  upon  the  Weftern  Waters,  under  the  Charters,  Laws  and 
Cuftoms  of  this  Colony,  under  the  Proclamation  of  this  Government,  in  the  Year  1754, 
and  under  the  Royal  Proclamation  of  1763,  are  in  danger  of  lofing  their  Eftates  by 
forfeitures,  for  nonperformance  of  the  faid  Conditions,  which,  it  hath  been  impracticable 
for  them  to  comply  with ;  and  that  fuch  of  the  Petitioners,  who,  as  Officers  or  Soldiers 
in  the  firft  Virginia  Regiment,  have  already  obtained  Patents,  are  fubject  to  peculiar 
hardfhips,  the  Grants  being  to  them  in  joint  tenancy,  and  Partitions  not  being  made, 
fo  that  none  of  them  can  know  what  parts  are  their  own;  and  therefore  praying  the 
Houfe  to  take  the  Premifes  into  Confideration,  and  grant  the  Petitioners  fuch  Relief 
as  fhall  be  thought  juft  and  reafonable. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
of  Propofitions  and  Grievances;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and 
report  the  fame,  with  their  Opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe. 
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A  Petition  of  feveral  Perfons  of  the  Parifh  of  Stratton  Major,  in  the  County  of  King 
and  Queen,  whofe  names  are  thereunto  fubfcribed,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and 
read ;  fetting  forth,  that  the  Veftry  of  the  faid  Parifh  have  given  liberty  to  the  Minifter 
thereof  to  be  abfent,  for  eighteen  Months,  and  have  levied  for  him,  notwithftanding, 
the  ufual  Salary ;  and  that  the  faid  Veftry,  having  employed  a  Perfon  to  do  fome  Work 
for  the  faid  Parifh,  paid  him  for  the  fame,  although  the  Work  was  not  done;  and  there- 
fore praying,  that  the  faid  Veftry  may  be  diffolved. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
for  Religion;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  fame,  with 
their  Opinion,  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe. 

Mr  Cary  reported  from  the  Committee  of  Public  Claims,  to  whom  feveral  Petitions 
were  referred,  that  the  Committee  had  examined  the  matters  of  the  faid  Petitions,  and 
had  come  to  feveral  Refolutions  thereupon,  which  they  had  directed  him  to  report  to  the 
Houfe ;  and  he  read  the  Report  in  his  Place,  and  afterwards  delivered  it  in  at  the  Clerk's 
Table ;  where  the  Refolutions  of  the  Committee  were  read,  and  are  as  followeth,  vis. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  Petition  of  Alexander 
Gilafpy,  to  be  allowed  for  fundry  Smith's  Tools,  which  belonged  to  the  Petitioner, 
when  employed  as  an  Armourer  in  Colonel  Byrd's  Regiment,  and  were  loft,  be  rejected, 
being  no  public  claim. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  Petition  of  John  Clark,  214 
a  Soldier  in  the  Virginia  Regiment,  is  reafonable ;  and  that  the  Petitioner  ought  to  be 
allowed  the  fum  of  Ten  pounds,  for  his  prefent  Relief ,  and  the  further  fum  of  five  Pounds 
per  Annum,  during  Life,  as  a  recompence  for  the  Wounds  he  received  in  the  Service 
of  the  Country. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  Petition  of  Samuel 
Poe,  a  Soldier  in  the  Virginia  Regiment,  is  reafonable ;  and  that  the  Petitioner  ought 
to  be  allowed  the  fum  of  twenty  Pounds,  for  his  prefent  Relief,  and  the  further  fum  of 
five  Pounds  per  Annum,  during  Life,  as  a  recompence  for  the  Wounds  he  received  in  the 
fervice  of  the  Country. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  Petition  of  Mofes 
Swinny,  to  be  allowed  for  a  Hogfhead  of  uninfpected  Tobacco,  which  was  carried  off 
by  the  Frefh  in  May,  1771,  either  from  Shockoe's  or  Byrds  Warehoufe,  is  reafonable; 
and  that  the  Petitioner  ought  to  be  allowed  the  fum  of  Nine  Pounds  for  the  fame. 

The  faid  Refolutions  being  feverally  read  a  fecond  time,  were,  upon  the  Queftion 
feverally  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  it  be  an  inftruction  to  the  Committee  of  Public  Claims,  that  they 
make  an  allowance  in  the  Book  of  Claims  to  Mofes  Swinny,  purfuant  to  the  laft  Refo- 
lution. 

Refolved,  that  the  fum  of  ten  pounds  be  paid  to  John  Clark  and  moreover  the  fum 
of  five  pounds  per  Annum  during  his  Life. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Cary  do  carry  the  Refolution  to  the  Council,  and  defire  their 
Concurrence. 

Refolved,  that  the  fum  of  twenty  Pounds  be  paid  to  Samuel  Poe,  and  moreover  the 
fum  of  five  Pounds  per  annum,  during  his  Life. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Cary  do  carry  the  Refolution  to  the  Council,  and  defire  their 
Concurrence. 

Mr  Cary  reported  from  the  Committee  of  Public  Claims,  to  whom  the  Petition  of 
Simon  Miller  and  Robert  Rennolds,  Infpectors  of  Tobacco,  at  Laytons  Warehoufes,  was 
referred,  that  the  Committee  had  examined  the  matter  of  the  faid  Petition;  and  had 
directed  him  to  report  the  fame,  as  it  appeared  to  them,  to  the  Houfe,  together  with  the 
Refolution  of  the  Committee  thereupon;  and  he  read  the  Report  in  his  Place,  and 
afterwards  delivered  it  in  at  the  Clerk's  Table;  where  the  fame  was  read,  and  is  as 
followeth,  viz. 

It  appears  to  your  Committee,  that,  notwithftanding  the  faid  Warehoufes  were 
conftantly  well  fecured  with  good  Locks,  they  were  broke  open  in  the  Years  1771,  and 

1772, 
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1772,  and  two  Hogfheads  of  Tobacco  ftolen  thereout;  and  that  the  Petitioners  have 
paid  the  fum  of  £1 1 .  18. 2^,  for  one  of  the  faid  Hogfheads,  and  994  Pounds  of  nett  Tobacco, 
in  lieu  of  the  other : 

Whereupon  the  Committee  came  to  the  following  Refolution,  viz. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  faid  Petition  is  reafon- 
able;  and  that  the  Petitioners  ought  to  be  reimburfed  the  faid  Sum  of  £11.18.2^,  for 
one  of  the  faid  Hogfheads  of  Tobacco,  and  the  further  fum  of  £8.5.8,  for  the  other. 
2i8  The  faid  Refolution  being  read  a  fecond  time; 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Refolution  be  recommitted  to  the  faid  Committee  of  Public 
Claims. 

A  Petition '  of  Jane  Frafer,  Widow,  and  Adminiftratrix  of  the  Eftate  of  John  Frafer, 
deceafed,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read;  fetting  forth,  that  the  faid  John 
Frafer,  in  his  lifetime,  on  his  way  to  Pennfylvania,  the  place  of  his  Refidence,  from  the 
River  Ohio,  where  he  had  been  concerned  in  Trade  with  the  Indians,  in  June,  1754, 
met  with  the  Troops  of  his  Colony,  commanded  by  George  Wafhington,  Efquire,  at  the 
place  called  Fort  Neceffity,  or  the  Great  Meadows;  that  Colonel  Wafhington  preffed 
feveral  Horfes  of  the  faid  John  Frafer,  which  were  carrying  in  his  Effects,  and  employed 
them  in  bringing  Stores,  a  Party  of  Men,  and  Ammunition  and  Provifions,  to  the  Camp, 
whereby  the  faid  John  Frafer  was  detained,  until  the  Battle  happened  at  that  Place; 
when  the  Virginia  Troops  Capitulated,  and  all  the  faid  John  Frafer 's  Goods  were  taken 
and  plundered  by  the  Enemy,  for  which  lofs  the  Petitioner  cannot  difcover,  that  he 
ever  received  any  Satiffaction ;  and  fubmitting  the  matter  to  the  confideration  of  the 
Houfe,  and  praying  fuch  an  allowance  as  fhall  feem  juft. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
of  public  Claims;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  fame, 
with  their  Opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe. 

Mr  Digges  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  according  to  Order  a  Bill  to  dock  the  in  tail  of 
four  hundred  Acres  of  Land,  whereof  Edward  Harwood  and  Elizabeth  his  wife,  are 
feifed,  and  vefting  the  same  in  Thomas  Nelfon,  junior,  Efquire,  in  fee  ample;  and  the 
fame  was  received,  and  read  the  firft  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  fecond  time. 

Mr  Edmund  Pendleton,  reported  from  the  Committee,  to  whom  the  Bill  to  dock 
theintailof  certain  Lands  whereof  John  Armiftead,  Gentlemen,  is  feifed,  and  for  other 
purpofes  therein  mentioned,  was  committed,  that  the  Committee  had  examined  the 
Allegations  of  the  Bill,  and  found  the  fame  to  be  true ;  and  that  the  Committee  had 
directed  him  to  report  the  Bill  to  the  Houfe,  without  any  Amendment,  and  he  delivered 
the  Bill  in  at  the  Clerk's  Table. 

Ordered,  that  the  Bill  be  ingroffed. 

Ordered,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill,  to  enable  certain  Perfons  to  convey 
away  their  Lands ;  and  that  Mr  Bland  and  Mr  Edmund  Pendleton  do  prepare,  and  bring 
in  the  fame. 

A  Petition  of  feveral  Perfons  of  the  County  of  Accomack,  whofe  Names  are  there- 
unto fubfcribed,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read;  fetting  forth,  that  the  Peti- 
tioners and  their  forefathers,  who  inhabited  the  lands  lying  back  from  Navigable 
Water,  near  Watchaprague  Creek,  have,  until  very  lately,  been  allowed  the  privilege 
of  a  way  over  a  corner  of  Land,  now  belonging  to  Caleb  Upfhur,  to  a  landing  on  the 
faid  Creek,  for  taking  and  bringing  away  Fifh  and  Oyfters,  which  way  being  but  fhort 
along  a  Bank,  and  nearly  on  the  line  of  the  faid  Land,  did  not  interfere  with  the  Owners 
inclofures,  and  was  not  otherwife  confiderably  detrimental  to  him;  but  that  the  faid 
Upfhur  hath  now  forbidden  the  Petitioners  from  frequenting  that  Landing,  at  their 
Peril,  whereby  they  are  in  great  meafure  deprived  of  a  comfortable  fupply  of  Food; 
and  therefore  praying  the  confideration  of  the  Houfe  and  fuch  Relief  as  fhall  feem 
juft. 

Ordered, 
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Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
of  Propofitions  and  Grievances;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and 
report  the  fame,  with  their  Opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  it  be  an  inftruction  to  the  Committee,  to  whom  the  Bill  to  allow 
the  Minifter  of  Shelburne  Parifh,  in  the  County  of  Loudoun,  the  fame  Salary  as  other 
Minifters  are  intitled  to  receive,  that  they  have  Power  to  receive  a  Claufe  or  Claufes, 
for  allowing  the  like  Salary  to  the  Minifter  of  the  Parifh  of  Cameron,  in  the  faid  County 
of  Loudoun. 

Ordered,  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  examine  into  the  State  of  Rolls  and 
other  public  Papers,  remaining  in  the  Clerk's  Office  of  this  Houfe,  and  report  the  fame 
to  the  Houfe,  together  with  their  Opinion,  in  what  manner  fuch  ufeful  Papers  as  are 
wanting  or  defective  may  be  recovered  or  fupplied. 

And  a  Committee  was  appointed  of  Mr  Bland,  Mr  Treasurer,  Mr  Edmund  Pendleton, 
Mr  Cary,  Mr  Richard  Henry  Lee,  Mr  Harrtfon,  and  Mr  Jeff  erf  on. 

Ordered,  that  it  be  an  inftruction  to  the  Committee  of  Propofitions  and  Grievances, 
who  are  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  Bill,  purfuant  to  the  fourth  Refolution  of 
the  faid  Committee,  which  was  reported  to  the  Houfe  upon  Tuefday  the  tenth  Day  of 
this  Inftant,  and  which  was  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe,  that  they  have  Power  to  receive  a 
Claufe  or  Claufes,  for  repealing  fo  much  of  one  Act  of  Affembly,  made  in  the  twenty  219 
fecond  Year  of  the  Reign  of  King  George  the  Second,  intituled  An  Ad1  for  the  fettlement 
and  Regulation  of  Ferries,  and  for  difpatch  of  Public  Expreffes,  as  eftablifhed  a  Ferry 
from  the  Land  of  Mr  Benjamin  Cocke,  acrofs  the  Rivanna  River,  in  the  County  of  Albe- 
marle, to  the  Land  of  the  faid  Benjamin  Cocke,  on  the  other  fide  of  the  faid  River ;  and 
alfo  for  repealing  fo  much  of  one  other  Act  made  in  the  thirtieth  Year  of  the  Reign  of 
King  George  the  Second,  intituled  An  Ad2  for  appointng  feveral  new  Ferries,  and  for 
other  purpofes  therein  mentioned,  as  eftablifhed  a  Ferry  from  the  Lands  of  John  Bryant, 
in  the  County  of  Albemarle,  over  the  Rivanna  River,  to  the  Land  of  Edward  Pye  Cham- 
berlayne. 

A  Petition  of  feveral  Perfons  of  the  County  of  Dinwiddie,  whofe  names  are  there- 
unto fubferibed,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe  and  read;  fetting  forth,  that  the  Act, 
made  in  the  Seventh  Year  of  the  Reign  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  intituled  An  Ads  for 
the  prefervation  of  the  breed  of  Cattle,  hath  not  anfwered  the  purpofe  intended  by  it, 
Contagious  diftempers,  notwithstanding,  having  been  frequently  communicated  to 
the  Cattle  of  this  Colony,  by  fuch  as  were  brought  from  North  Carolina  and  South 
Carolina;  and  therefore  praying  that  the  importation  of  Cattle  from  the  Southern 
Colonies  may  be  totally  prohibited. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
of  Propofitions  and  Grievances;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and 
report  the  fame,  with  their  Opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe. 

And  then  the  Houfe  adjourned  till  Tomorrow  Morning,  eleven  of  the  Clock. 


Z3I)urs&a?,  tl)e  26tl)  of  Vila?,  14  Geo.  lit  1774. 

THE  Order  of  the  Day  being  read ; 
Mr  Speaker  laid  before  the  Houfe  the  Letters  from  the  Speakers  of  the 
lower  Houfes  of  Affembly  of  the  britifh  Colonies  in  America,  with    other 
Papers,  upon  the  fubject  matter  which  were  referred  to  the  ftanding  Com- 
mittee of  Correfpondence  and  Inquiry. 

And  the  faid  Letters  and  Papers  were  read. 

Refolved,  that  the  faid  Letters  and  Papers  be  taken  into  Confideration  upon  this 
Day  Sevenight. 

Ordered, 
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Ordered,  that  the  faid  Letters  and  Papers  be  tranfcribed  into  a  Book  by  the  Clerk 
of  the  Committee  of  Correfpondence  and  Inquiry. 

A  Petition  of  James  Rofcow  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe  and  read;  fetting  forth, 
that  the  Petitioner  is  feifed  in  fee  tail  of  feveral  valuable  tracts  of  Land,  lying  in  the 
County  of  Warwick,  which  are  unprofitable  to  him,  as  he  hath  not  a  fufficient  number 
of  Slaves  to  cultivate  them;  and  therefore  praying  that  leave  may  be  given  to  bring 
in  a  Bill  to  impower  him  to  difpofe  of  one  of  the  faid  Tracts,  called  Stanley  Hundred, 
and  lay  out  the  Money  raifed  by  the  Sale  in  purchafing  Slaves  to  be  annexed  to  his 
other  lands. 

Ordered,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  purfuant  to  the  Prayer  of  the  faid 
Petition;  and  that  Mr  Attorney  General  do  prepare,  and  bring  in  the  fame. 
m  Ordered,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  the  Eafe  and  Relief  of  the  People, 

by  paying  the  Burgefles  in  Money,  for  the  prefent  Seffion  of  Af fembly ;  and  that  Mr  Henry 
Lee  do  prepare,  and  bring  in  the  fame. 

Mr  Bland  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  according  to  Order,  a  Bill  to  enable  certain  Per- 
fons  to  dispofe  of  their  Eftates ;  and  the  fame  was  received,  and  read  the  firf t  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  fecond  time. 

A  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Parifh  of  Saint  James,  in  the  County  of  Meck- 
lenburg, was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read;  fetting  forth,  that  William  Hunt,  one 
of  the  Veftrymen  of  the  faid  Parifh  hath  lately  been  detected  in  a  Villianous  Action ; 
and  therefore  praying  that  the  Veftry  of  the  faid  Parifh  may  be  diffolved. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
for  Religion ;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  fame,  with 
their  Opinion  thereupon  to  the  Houfe. 

The  Houfe  being  informed,  that  the  Sheriff  of  the  County  of  Fauquier  attended ; 

Ordered,  that  he  amend  his  return  of  the  Writ  for  electing  a  Burgefs  to  ferve  in 
this  prefent  General  Affembly  for  the  faid  County. 

And  he  amended  the  faid  return  accordingly. 

A  Petition  of  Peter  Pelham,  keeper  of  the  Public  Gaol,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe 
and  read;  fetting  forth,  that  ten  pounds  of  Tobacco  per  day  for  the  maintenace  of 
each  Prifoner  is  too  fcanty  an  allowance,    efpecially  when  the  unhappy  Offender  is 

222  afflicted  with  Sicknefs,  which  is  frequently  the  Cafe ;  and  therefore  fubmitting  the  Pre- 
mifes  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Houfe,  and  praying  fuch  additional  allowance  as 
fhall  feem  reafonable. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
of  Public  Claims;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  fame, 
with  their  Opinion,  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe. 

A  Petition  of  feveral  Perfons,  whofe  names  are  thereunto  fubfcribed,  living  near 
Buffalo  Creek,  in  the  County  of  Botetourt  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read ;  fetting 
forth,  that  Thomas  Paxton  hath  erected  a  Mill  upon  the  faid  Creek,  which  hinders  Fifh 
from  running  up  the  fame;  and  therefore  praying  that  the  faid  Thomas  Paxton  may 
be  obliged  to  make  a  Slope  or  Opening  in  his  Mill-Dam. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
of  Propofitions  and  Grievances;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and 
report  the  fame,  with  their  Opinion  thereupon  to  the  Houfe. 

Mr  Aylett  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  according  to  Order,  a  Bill  to  dock  the  intail  of 
certain  Lands,  whereof  John  Weft,  Gentleman,  is  feifed,  and  for  fettling  other  Lands  and 
Slaves  to  the  fame  Ufes;  and  the  fame  was  received,  and  read  the  firft  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  fecond  time. 

A  Petition  of  John  Ofborne,  proprietor  of  the  Public  Warehoufes  for  Infpection  of 
Tobacco  at  Ofborne's  in  the  County  of  Chefterfield,  was  prefented,  to  the  Houfe,  and 

223  read;  fetting  forth,  that  there  is  a  good  and  convenient  landing  at  Reid's  Point,  and 
praying  that  another  Infpection,  if  another  be  judged  neceffary,  may  be  at  that  place 
and  not  at  Gatefville,  which  is  not  fo  proper  a  place. 

Ordered, 
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Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
of  Propofitions  and  Grievances;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and 
report  the  fame,  with  their  Opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe. 

Mr  Edmund  Pendleton  reported  from  the  Committee,  to  whom  the  Bill  to  veft 
certain  intailed  Lands  in  Walker  Tomlin,  Gentleman,  in  fee  fimple,  and  fettle  other 
Lands  and  Slaves,  to  be  purchafed,  in  lieu  thereof,  was  committed,  that  the  Committee 
had  examined  the  Allegations  of  the  Bill,  and  found  the  fame  to  be  true ;  and  that  the 
Committee  had  gone  through  the  Bill,  and  made  feveral  Amendments  thereunto,  which 
they  had  directed  him  to  report  to  the  Houfe,  and  he  read  the  Report  in  his  Place  and 
afterwards  delivered  the  Bill,  with  the  Amendments,  in  at  the  Clerk's  Table;  where 
the  Amendments  were  once  read  throughout,  and  then  a  fecond  time,  one  by  one,  and, 
upon  the  Queftion  feverally  put  thereupon,  were  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  the  Bill,  with  the  Amendments,  be  engroffed. 

A  Petition  of  feveral  Perfons,  whofe  Names  are  thereunto  fubfcribed,  Inhabitants 
of  the  Counties  of  Prince  Edward,  Bedford,  Pittfylvania,  Lunenburg,  and  Amelia,  was 
prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read ;  fetting  forth,  that  the  quantity  of  Tobacco  brought 
to  the  Warehoufes  at  Ofborne's  in  the  County  of  Chefterficld,  is  fo  great  that  it  cannot 
be  there  infpected  with  proper  dif patch;  and  therefore  praying,  that  there  may  be 
another  Infpection  on  the  Lot  of  Archibald  Walthall,  or  on  fome  other  Lot,  in  the  Town 
of  Gatefville,  where  there  is  a  very  good  landing  Place. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
of  Propofitions  and  Grievances;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and 
report  the  fame,  with  their  Opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe. 

Mr  Henry  Lee  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  according  to  Order,  a  Bill  for  the  Eafe  and 
Relief  of  the  People,  by  paying  the  Burgeffes  in  Money  for  the  prefent  Seffion  of 
Affembly ;  and  the  fame  was  received,  and  read  the  firft  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  fecond  time. 

A  Petition  of  feveral  Perfons,  whofe  Names  are  thereunto  fubfcribed,  Inhabitants 
of  the  County  of  Amherft,  and  alfo, 

A  Petition  of  feveral  Perfons,  whofe  Names  are  thereunto  fubfcribed,  inhabitants 
of  the  County  of  Bedford, 

Were  feverally  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read ;  praying  that  a  Public  Ferry  may  be 
eftablifhed  from  the  land  of  HenryTrent,  in  the  County  of  Amherft,  on  the  North  fide  to  the 
land  of  Nicholas  Dairies,  in  the  County  of  Bedford,  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Fluvanna  River. 

Ordered,  that  the  Confideration  of  the  faid  Petitions  be  deferred  til  the  next  Seffion 
of  General  Affembly. 

Mr  Peyton  reported  from  the  Committee  to  whom  the  Bill,  to  allow  the  Minifter 
of  Shelburne  Parifh,  in  the  County  of  Loudoun  the  fame  Salary  as  other  Minifters  are 
intitled  to  receive,  was  committed,  that  the  Committee  had  gone  through  the  Bill, 
and  made  feveral  Amendments  thereunto,  which  they  had  directed  him  to  report  to 
the  Houfe;  and  he  read  the  Report  in  his  Place,  and  afterwards  delivered  the  Bill, 
with  the  Amendments,  in  at  the  Clerk's  Table,  where  the  Amendments  were  once 
read  throughout,  and  then  a  fecond  time,  one  by  one,  and  upon  the  Queftion  feverally 
put  thereupon,  were  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  the  Bill  with  the  Amendments,  be  engroffed. 

A  Meffage  from  the  Governor  by  Mr  Blair: 

Mr  Speaker, 

The  Governor  commands  this  Houfe  to  attend  his  Excellency  immediately,  in  the 
Council  Chamber. 

Accordingly  Mr  Speaker  with  the  Houfe,  went  up  to  attend  his  Excellency  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  where  his  Excellency  was  pleafed  to  fay  to  them. 

Mr  Speaker  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Burgeffes, 

I  have  in  my  hand  a  Paper  publifhed  by  Order  of  your  Houfe,  conceived  in  fuch  Terms 
as  refleel  highly  upon  his  Majefty  and  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain;  which  makes  it 
neceffary  for  me  to  diffolve  you;   and  you  are  diffolved  accordingly. 
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T  a  Meeting  of  the  Seledt  Committee  of  Correfpondence,  at  Williamfburg,  on 
Thurfday  the  6th.  Jan:  1774 

Prefent 


The  honorable  Peyton  Randolph,  Efquire, 
Robert  Carter  Nicholas  &  Dudley  Digges  Efqe 

A  Letter1  received  from  the  Committee  of  Correfpondence  in  Connecticut  was  laid 
before  this  Committee  and  confidered,  and  the  following  Anfwer  thereto  agreed  upon. 

Williamfburg,  Virginia,  Jan:  6,  1774. 
GENT; 

We  have,  agreeable  to  your  Requeft,  inquired  into  the  Proceedings  of  the  General  Court 
of  this  Colony,  on  the  Requisition  made  to  them  for  Writs  of  Affiftants  to  the  Officers  of  his 
Majefty's  Cuftoms.  We  find  two  Applications  of  this  Sort  have  been  made,  by  Diredion 
of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Cuftoms  in  Bofton;  one  in  the  year  1769,  the  other  in  the  Year 
1773,  and  we  now  inclofe  you  Copies  of  their  Determinations;  and  alfo  a  Copy  of  the  Writ 
approved  of  by  the  Judges.  By  the  Form  of  this  it  appears  to  have  been  their  Opinion 
that  the  Court  was  not  warranted  by  the  Statutes,  to  grant  the  general  &  Standing  Writs 
which  the  Commissioners  had  direded  the  Attorney  General  to  move  for,  but  that  whenever 
the  Officers  thought  theSe  Writs  neceffary,  upon  a  Motion  to  the  Court,  and  an  Affidavit 
purfuant  to  the  Statute,  they  would  dired  a  proper  Writ  to  iffue. 

In  Compliance  with  the  latter  part  of  your  Requeft,  we  have  attentively  confidered 
this  Determination  of  our  fupreme  Court,  and  think  it  ftridly  conformable  to  the  Statutes, 
and  that  the  Legislature,  never  had  an  Idea  of  giving  So  dangerous  and  oppreffive  a  Power 
as  that  now  claimed  by  the  Commiffioners.  The  whole  Authority  for  ifSuing  thefe  Writs 
depend  on  the  Stat:  12.  Car:  2.  Cap:  19.  For  the  14.  Car:  2.  Cap.  11.  makes  no  Alteration 
in  the  Manner  of  obtaining  the  Writ,  the  7'*  &  8""  of  Will:  3d.  only  extends  the  Laws 
relative  to  the  Cuftoms  to  the  Plantations,  and  the  "]th.  Geo.  3d.  direds  that  the  fupreme 
Courts  in  America  Shall  have  Power  to  iffue  them.  That  Statute  is  in  theSe  Words  ''That 
"if  any  perfon  or  perfons  at  any  Time  after  the  firft  day  of  September  1660  fhall  caufe 
"any  Goods  for  which  Cuftom,  Subfidy,  or  other  Duties  are  due,  or  payable  by  Virtue  of 
"the  Ad  paffed  this  Parliament  {intituled  a  Subfidy  granted  to  the  King  of  Tonnage  and 
"Pounded,  and  other  Sums  of  Money,  payable  upon  merchandize  exported  and  imported) 
"to  be  landed  or  conveyed  away  without  due  Entry  thereof  firft  made,  and  the  Cuftomer  or 
"Colledor,  or  his  Deputy  agreed  with,  that  then  and  in  fuch  Cafe,  upon  Oath  thereof  made, 
'  'before  the  Lord  Treafurer,  or  any  of  the  Barons  of  the  Exchequer,  or  chief  Magiftrate  of 
"the  Port  or  place  where  the  Offence  fhall  be  committed,  or  the  place  next  adjoining  thereunto, 
"it  fhall  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  Lord  Treafurer,  or  any  of  the  Barons  aforefaid,  or  chief 
"Magiftrate  of  the  port  or  Place  where  the  offence  fhall  be  committed,  or  the  place  next  ad- 
" joining  thereunto,  to  iffue  out  a  Warrant  to  any  perfon  or  perfons,  thereby  enabling  him 
"or  them,  with  the  Affiftance  of  a  Sherif,  Juftice  of  the  Peace,  or  Conftable,  to  enter  into 
"any  Houfe  in  the  Day-Time  where  fuch  Goods  are  fufpeded  to  be  concealed;  and  in  Cafe 
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"of  Refiftance,  to  break  open  fuch  houfes,  and  to  feize  and  fecure  the  fame  Goods  fo  con- 
"cealed;  And  all  officers  and  Ministers  of  Juftice,  are  hereby  required  to  be  aiding  and 
"affifting  thereunto." 

It  plainly  intends  to  prescribe  a  method  to  the  Officers  of  the  Cuftoms  how  they  may 
obtain  a  power  of  entring  and  fearching  Houfes  Shops  and  Cellars,  of  breaking  open  Doors 
&c.  This  they  propofe  to  do  by  inftituting  a  new  writ,  which  they  empower  the  Barons 
of  the  Exchequer  to  iffue  on  an  Information  that  fuch  and  fuch  Things  have  happened, 
and  on  an  Affidavit  of  the  Truth  of  fuch  Information.  It  cannot  be  doubted  that  this  is  a 
new  writ,  unknown  to  the  common  Law,  and  one  that  affects  the  moft  effential  Rights  and 
Privileges  of  the  Subjed,  and  therefore  ought  to  receive  in  all  Courts  the  moft  literal  and 
reftrained  Conftrudion.  It  is  well  known  that  the  Judges  of  England  have  ever  confidered 
general  Search  Warrants  as  illegal  and  dangerous,  and  officers  who  have  depended  on  their 
Authority  for  protedion,  have  ever  been  dtfappointed.  We  may  venture  then  to  affirm 
that  the  Court  of  Exchequer  or  any  other  Court  to  whom  this  power  is  tranffered,  in  iffuing 
Writs  of  this  kind,  without  thefe  previous  Requifites;  or  iffuing  Writs  conveying  a  Power 
of  doing  thefe  extraordinary  Ads  at  all  Times  and  on  all  Occafions,  cannot  be  juftified 
under  this  Statute,  nor  are  they  warranted  by  the  Judgments  of  the  Courts  of  Great  Britain 
in  any  fimilar  Inftances. 

When  the  Motion  was  made  to  the  Court  for  thefe  Writs,  the  Opinion  of  Mr  William  De 
Grey,  who  was  then  his  Majefty's  Attorney  General  in  England,  was  introduced  and 
relied  upon.  i.  He  fays  "There  can  be  no  Doubt  but  that  the  fuperior  Courts  of  Juftice 
"in  America  are  bound  by  the  7""  Geo.  3  to  iffue  fuch  Writs  of  Affiftants  as  the  Court  of 
"Exchequer  in  England  iffues  in  fimilar  Cafes  to  the  Officers  of  the  Cuftoms. 

2.  "He  feems  fur  prized  that  the  chief  Juftice  of  Pennfylvania  fhould  think  he  was 
"not  warranted  by  Law  to  iffue  a  Writ  commanded  by  the  Legiflature,  founded  on  tlie  Com- 
"mon  Law,  enforced  by  Ads  of  Parliament,  and  in  daily  Ufe  in  England,  and  which 
"from  the  Import  of  the  ph.  Will:  3d  ought  to  have  been  fet  on  Foot  from  that  Time  in 
"America,  and  which  Statute  the  late  Ad  only  meant  to  explain. 

3.  "He  thinks  the  Form  of  the  Writ  iffued  by  the  Exchequer  fhould  be  fent  over,  to- 
"gether  with  the  Manner  of  applying  for  it,  &  granting  it,  by  which  they  will  fee  tliat  the 
"Power  of  the  Cuftomhoufe  officers  is  given  by  the  Ad  of  Parliament  and  not  by  this  Writ, 
"which  does  nothing  more  than  facilitate  the  Execution  of  his  Power,  by  making  it  a  Con- 
" tempt  of  the  Court. 

4.  "That  it  is  not  granted  upon  a  previous  Information,  nor  to  any  particular  perfon, 
"nor on  fpecial Occafion.  The  Inconvenience  of  that  was  experienced  upon  the  Ad  of  12. 
"Car:  2.  Cap:  19.  and  the  prefent  Method  adopted  in  Lieu  of  what  that  Statute  had  pre- 
"fcribed. 

We  take  the  Liberty  to  fay  upon  the  firft  point,  that  the  Courts  of  America  are  not 
bound  to  iffue  Writs  of  fo  dangerous  a  Nature,  let  the  Practice  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer 
be  what  it  will,  unlefs  they  are  warranted  by  Law.  To  prove  that  they  are  not  fo,  we  refer 
to  what  has  been  faid  before.  The  7'*.  Geo.  3.  does  not  eftablifh  the  Legality  of  the  Writs  of 
Affiftants  iffued  by  the  Exchequer  and,  in  our  opinion,  does  only  intend  to  dired  what 
Courts  in  America  fhall  be  applied  to  for  fuch  Writ  as  the  Court  of  Exchequer  may  legally 
iffue,  a  point  which  remained  doubtful;  a  Doubt  arifing  in  this  Cafe  may  fhew  the  propriety 
of  what  has  been  obferved,  that  this  Ad  muft  be  cautioufly  confined  to  the  Letter.  For  In- 
formation is  to  be  made  to  the  Court  of  Exchequer,  and  there  being  no  Courts  of  the  Sort  in 
America,  ftridly  fpeaking,  the  Legiflature  thought  the  End  of  that  ad  would  be  defeated, 
unlefs  they  fhould  veft  the  fame  Power  in  fome  Court  that  did  exift  among  us.  Permit  us 
to  afk  whether  this  Power  has  ever  been  controverted  in  the  Courts  of  Weftminfter,  and 
whether  on  fuch  Controverfy  it  has  ever  been  confirmed  by  the  Determination  of  the  Judges. 
We  doubt  not,  that  Mr  De  Grey  would  have  been  ready  enough  to  quote  the  Inftances,  if 
they  had  ever  happened. 

As  to  the  2"  part  of  his  Argument,  when  he  afferts  that  thefe  Writs  are  commanded 
by  the  Legiflature,  he  evidently  begs  the  Queftion.  The  Queftion  between  us  is  not  whether 
any  Writs  of  Affiftants  are  commanded  by  the  Statutes,  but  whether  the  General  and  ftanding 

Writ 
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Writ  he  feems  fo  defirous  of  impofing  on  the  Colonies  is  commanded  by  any  Statute.  This 
affertion  therefore  ought  to  have  followed  a  proof  that  this  is  the  Writ  prefcribed  by  the 
Statute  which  he  has  been  prudent  enough  not  to  attempt.  The  Pofition,  that  they  are 
founded  on  the  Common  Law  is  entirely  new,  as  we  know  of  no  ancient  Laws  and  Cuftoms 
tliat  gave  officers  of  the  Cuftoms  a  Right  to  enter  Houfes  Shops  and  Cellars,  to  break  open 
Doors  &c;  but  have  always  underftood,  that  the  fecure  and  unmolefted  Enjoyment  of  this 
kind  of  Property,  was  a  great  Objed  with  our  Anceftors  when  the  Conftitution  of  our  Mother 
Country  was  framed;  and  that  whenever  any  Abridgment  of  this  Right  has  been  neceffary 
it  has  always  been  by  Ads  of  the  Legiflature ;  and  has  been  generally  attended  with  the 
Murmurs  of  the  people.  How  they  have  been  enforced  by  Ads  of  Parliament  has  been 
explained:  one  Ad  direds  how  they  are  to  be  procured,  another  direds  this  Ad  fhall  extend 
to  America,  and  a  third  fubftitutes  the  fupreme  Courts  here  in  the  Room  of  the  Exchequer, 
where  the  Application  is  direded  to  be  made  by  the  fir  ft  Ad.  Whether  they  fhould  have 
been  fet  on  Foot  from  the  7"'.  Will:  is  not  material  in  the  prefent  Difcuffion,  but  we  believe 
the  Objedion  would  have  been  thought  a  good  one,  that  the  power  of  granting  thefe  Writs  is 
given  to  the  Barons  of  the  Exchequer  in  England  and  cannot  be  affumed  by  any  other  Court. 

In  the  third  part  of  this  Gentleman's  Opinion  he  advifes  tlie  Form  of  this  Writ  to  be 
fent  over  to  us,  that  we  might  fee  the  Powers  given  to  the  Cuftom  houfe  Officers  were  given 
by  the  Ad  and  not  by  the  Writ.  A  nice  Diftindion  very  inapplicable  to  the  prefent  Debate. 
Whether  tliefe  Powers  are  founded  on  the  Ad  or  the  Writ  is  not  material  in  a  Queftion 
what  thofe  Powers  are.  However  it  had  a  very  different  Effed  than  was  expeded;  it  alarmed 
us,  and  made  us  fufped  that  it  was  a  poifonous  pill  prepared  for  tis,  which  the  learned 
Attorney  with  all  his  Art  was  labouring  to  make  palateable. 

We  come  to  the  laft  part  of  the  opinion,  and  here  we  think  he  has  deftroyed  all  that  he 
had  been  endeavouring  to  eftablifh  before.  He  fays  that  the  Inconvenience  of  granting 
this  Writ  on  a  previous  Information,  to  a  particular  perfon,  and  on  a  fpecial  Occafwn, 
had  been  found  under  the  Ad  of  12.  Car:  2.  and  the  prefent  Method  adopted  in  Lieu  of 
what  that  Statute  prefcribed.  By  which  we  may  learn  that  this  is  the  method  prefcribed 
by  that  Ad,  and  the  Method  which  the  Exchequer  followed  at  firft.  Nothing  can  juftify 
the  Adoption  he  talks  of,  but  an  Ad  of  Parliament  allowing  the  Judges  to  alter  the  Method 
before  prefcribed.  As  there  is  no  fuch  Ad,  and  the  whole  power  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer 
depends  on  the  12.  Car:  2.  which  direds  the  Writ  to  iffue  in  the  Manner  we  contend  for, 
we  may  fafely  conclude,  that  the  Court  has  been  in  an  Error,  and  that  the  American  Courts 
will  be  wrong,  in  this  Inftance,  to  follow  their  Example. 

We  are  forry  the  Subjed  has  occafxoned  our  being  fo  tedious,  and  are  with  great  Refped 

Your  mo:  ob'.  S". 

3io:  <£.  3tlcl)olas. 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Correfpondence  an  Inquiry  at  Williamfburg 
on  Friday  the  6th  of  May  1774 

Present 

The  honorable  Peyton  Randolph,    Efq; 
Robert  Carter  Nicholas,  Richard  Bland, 
Benjamin  Harrifon,  Richard  Henry  Lee, 
Dudley  Digges,  Edmund  Pendleton  and 
Patrick  Henry,  Efquires. 

The  Proceedings  of  the  Select  Committee  of  Correfpondence  were  laid  before  this 
Committee  and  read,  together  with  the  feveral  Letters  which  have  been  received  from 
the  different  Colonies,  all  which  are  ordered  to  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  of  Burgeffes 
now  fitting. 

At 
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At  a  Meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Correfpondence  and  Inquiry  at  Williamfburg 
on  Wednefday  the  25th  of  May  1774- 

Prefent 

The  honorable  Peyton  Rmidolph,  Efquire, 
Robert  Carter  Nicholas,  Richard  Bland, 
Richard  Henry  Lee,  Edmund  Pendleton, 
Archibald  Cary,  Dudley  Digges  and 
Thomas  Jeff  erf  on,  Efquires. 

A  Letter  received  from  the  Committee  of  Correfpondence  for  the  Colony  of  New 
Jerfey  was  laid  before  this  Committee  and  read, 

Ordered  that  the  faid  Letter  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  of  Burgeffes  now  fitting. 

At  a  Committee  of  Correfpondence  held  in  Williamfburg  on  Saturday  the  28  th  May 

1774- 

Prefent 

The  honorable  Peyton  Randolph,  Efquire, 
Robert  C.  Nicholas,  Richard  Bland, 
Edmund  Pendleton,  Benjamin  Harrifon, 
Richard  Henry  Lee,  Dudley  Digges 
and  Thomas  Jeff  erf  on,  Efquires. 

Ordered,  that  Letters  be  prepared  to  the  feveral  Committees  of  Correfpondence  on 
the  Continent  requefting  their  Sentiments  on  the  Appointment  of  Deputies  from  the 
feveral  Colonies  to  meet  annually  in  general  Congrefs  according  A  Letter  was  accord- 
ingly prepared  to  the  Committee  of  Correfpondence  for  Maryland,  which  being  read 
and  approved  of  the  Committee  is  as  follows : 

Williamfburg,  May  28th  1774. 
GENTLEMEN. 

The  inclofed  Papers  will  explain  to  you  our  prefent  political  State  here,  with  refped 
to  the  unhappy  Difpute  with  our  Mother  Country.  The  Propriety  of  appointing  Deputies 
from  the  feveral  Colonies  of  Britifh  America  to  meet  annually  in  general  Congrefs,  appears 
to  be  a  Meafure  extremely  important  and  extenfively  ufeful,  as  it  tends  fo  effedually  to  obtain 
the  united  Wifdom  of  the  Whole,  in  every  Cafe  of  General  Concern.  We  are  defired  to 
obtain  your  Sentiments  on  this  Subject  which  you  will  be  pleafed  to  furnifh  us  with.  Being 
very  defirous  of  communicating  to  you  the  Opinion  and  Conduct  of  the  late  Reprefentatives 
on  the  prefent  Pofture  of  American  Affairs  as  quickly  as  poffible  we  beg  Leave  to  refer  you 
to  a  future  Letter  on  thefe  Subjects. 

We  are,  with  great  Refped, 

Your  mo:  ob'  S". 

3lo:  <£.  Nicholas. 

T>uMcyTHg<jes. 

To  the  Committee  of  Correfpondence  for  Maryland. 

Alio  Letters  of  the  fame  Import,  to  the  Committee  of  Correfpondence  for  Pennfyl- 
vania,  New  York,  New  Jerfey,  Maffachufet's  Bay,  Connedicut,  New  Hampfhire,  Rhode 
Ifland,  New  Caftle,  Kent  and  Suffex  upon  Delaware,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina, 
and  Georgia. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Letters  be  fent  by  this  Day's  Poft. 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  Seledt  Committee  of  Correfpondence  on  Tuefday  the  31s'  of 

May  1774- 

Several  Letters  from  Maryland,  Pennfylvania  and  Maffachufet's  Bay  lately  received 
by  the  Speaker  were  laid  before  this  Committee  and  read. 

Whereupon 
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Whereupon  it  is  ordered  that  a  Letter  be  immediately  prepared  and  fent  by  Expre£s 
to  North  Carolina,  inclofing  Copies  of  the  Letters  and  papers  received  by  this  Committee, 
and  alfo  an  Account  of  the  Steps  which  had  been  taken  in  Confequence  thereof. 

A  Letter  was  accordingly  prepared,  and  being  read  and  approved  by  the  Committee 
is  as  follows. 


Williamfburg,  May  $i"  1774. 
GENT; 

We  take  the  earlieft  Opportunity  of  forwarding  to  you  by  Exprefs,  the  inclofed  Papers, 
which  are  Copies  of  fuch  as  we  received  laft  Sunday  in  the  Afternoon,  from  Maryland.  We 
wifh  moft  earnestly  that  the  Sentiments  of  our  Sifter  Colonies  could  have  been  known  previous 
to  the  Affociation  entered  into  by  the  late  representatives  of  this  Colony,  a  Copy  of  which 
together  with  the  Refolution  of  our  Houfe  of  Burgeffes,  was  transmitted  to  you  laft  week  by 
Poft.  Our  Moderator,  upon  Receipt  of  the  Difpatches  from  Maryland,  immediately  con- 
vened as  many  Members  of  our  late  Houfe  of  Burgeffes,  as  could  be  got  together  upon  fo 
fhort  a  Notice,  and  we  yefterday  took  the  important  Bufinefs  under  our  moft  ferious  Confeder- 
ation; the  Refult  of  our  Deliberations  will  beft  appear  from  the  inclofed,  which  is  fubmitted 
to  your  Judgment.  It  is  much  to  be  wifhed  that  it  had  been  in  our  power  to  have  done  any 
thing  more  decifive  at  prefent,  but  our  Situation  would  not  admit  of  it,  as  you  eafily  fee 
from  the  Reafons  fuggefted.  So  foon  as  the  late  Reprefentatives  have  fixed 
their  final  Refolves,  we  will  not  fail  to  communicate  them  to  you,  in  the  moft  expeditious 
Manner;  at  prefent  we  muft  beg  the  favour  of  you  to  forward  Copies  of  all  the  inclofed  papers 
together  with  fuch  Refolutions  as  you  may  think  fit  to  adopt,  to  our  Friends  in  South  Carolina, 
with  our  joint  Requefts  that  they  will  be  pleafed  to  forward  them  together  with  their  own 
Sentiments  to  Georgia.  We  fhall  hope  to  be  favoured  as  foon  as  poffible,  with  the  Refult 
of  all  your  Deliberations,  and  have  the  Honour  to  be 

Gent:  your  mo:  ob.  Ser's. 
THE  COMMITTEE  OF  CORRESPONDENCE  FOR  VIRGINIA . 

The  Committee  of  Correfpondence  for  North  Carolina. 


The  following  Letter  was  alfo  agreed  to  and  ordered   to  be  fent  to  the  Committee 
of  Correfpondence  for  Maryland. 

Williamfburg,   31"  May   1774. 
GENTLEMEN, 

We  had  the  Honor  of  writing  the  28""  Inft.  to  the  Speaker  of  your  Affembly  inclofing 
him  the  Refolution  of  our  late  Houfe  of  Burgeffes  and  a  Copy  of  the  Affociation  entered 
into  by  the  late  Reprefentatives  of  Virginia  upon  the  Diffolution  of  our  Affembly;  We  fuppofe 
this  Letter  with  the  other  Papers  muft  have  to  Hand  and  that  they  have  been  communicated 
to  you.  We  have  now  to  acknowledge  the  Receipt  of  your  fovor  of  the  25'*  Ins'  the  feveral 
Letters  &c.  from  Bofton  and  Philadelphia.  Our  Moderator  without  Lofs  of  Time,  im- 
mediately convened  as  many  of  the  late  Reprefentatives  as  could  be  got  together  upon  fo 
fhort  a  Notice,  and  we  yefterday  took  the  Bufinefs  under  our  moft  ferious  Confederation' 
The  Refult  of  our  Deliberations  will  beft  appear  from  the  inclofed,  to  which  we  take  the 
Liberty  of  referring  you,  and  beg  that  it  may  be  immediately  tranfmitted  through  the  Hands 
of  our  Friends  in  Philadelphia  to  our  friends  in  Bofton,  in  the  fame  Manner  as  their 
Sentiments  and  Refolutions  have  been  conveyed  to  us.  We  Wifh  it  had  been  in  our  Power 
to  have  done  any  thing  more  decifive,  at  prefent;  but  our  Situation  would  not  admit  of  it, 
as  you  will  readily  judge  from  the  Reafons  fuggefted  by  our  Refolutions.  We  could  wifh 
to  have  known  the  Sentiments  of  New  York ;  We  find  a  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Cor- 
refpondence in  that  Province  mentioned  in  the  Philadelphia  Letter,  but  no  Copy  of  it  in- 
clofed, nor  the  purport  of  it  mentioned. 

We 
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We  fhall  hope  from  time  to  time  to  be  favored  with  the  Sentiments  and  Refolutions  of 
all  our  Sifter  Colonies,  and  this  in  the  moft  expeditious  Manner. 
We  have  the  Honor  to  be,  with  great  Refp'. 

Your  mo;  obt.  S's. 
THE  COMMITTEE  OF  CORRESPONDENCE  FOR  VIRGINIA. 

To  the  Committee  of  Correspondence 
for  Maryland. 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  Selecft  Committee  of  Correfpondence  at  Williamfburg  on  Thurf- 
day  the  4th.  Aug:    1774. 

Ordered,  that  Letters  be  prepared  to  the  Committee  of  Correfpondence  for  Mary- 
land &  Pennsylvania,  inclofing  Copies  of  the  Refolutions  for  appointing  Deputies  on 
the  part  of  this  Colony  to  meet  the  Deputies  for  the  other  Colonies  in  General  Congrefs. 

A  Letter  was  accordingly  prepared,  read  &  approved  of  and  is  as  follows, 

Wmsburg  in  Virga.  Aug:    4.  1774. 
GENTLEMEN: 

Delegates  from  the  different  Counties  in  this  Colony,  compofed  of  the  Representatives 
of  the  People  met  in  this  City  on  Monday  laft,  to  confider  and  deliberate  on  the  prefent 
critical  and  alarming  Situation  of  the  Britifh  American  Colonies. 

As  thefe  Matters  are  [till  the  fubjeds  of  their  Deliberation,  we  cannot  at  prefent  make 
you  fo  fully  acquainted  with  their  Determinations  as  we  could  wifh.  The  Expediency 
and  Neceffity,  however,  of  general  Congrefs  of  Deputies  from  the  different  Colonies,  was 
fo  obvious,  that  the  Meeting  have  already  come  to  the  Refolution  ref peeling  it,  which  we  now  11 
take  the  Liberty  to  inclofe  you,  and  of  ivhich  they  have  direded  us  to  give  you  the  earlieft 
Intelligence. 

We  are,  with  great  Efteem,  Gent,  y':  mo:  ob*  S" 

"jpcjton  3\an6cLpb. 

31o:  <£.  ^tichola*. 

TPu&UyTDlgges. 

To  the  Committee  of  Correfpondence 
for  Maryland. 

Alfo  a  Letter  of  the  fame  Import  to  the  Committee  of  Correfpondence  for  Pennfyl- 
vania. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Letters  be  fent  by  Exprefs. 


LETTERS  RECEIVED 

by  the 

Committee  of  Correfpondence 

1774 


LETTERS  RECEIVED 

by  the 

Committee  of  Correfpondence 

1774 


K 


yttw  york. 

SIR, 


New  York,1  Mar.  1.  1774. 


Sf 


Your  Letter  of  the  19"".  of  March  laft  together  with  the  Refolves  of  the  honorable  Houfe 
of  Burgeffes  of  the  Colony  of  Virginia  in  clofed  therein,  which  they  entered  into  on  the  12'* 
of  faid  month,  I  laid  before  the  General  Affembly  of  this  Colony — at  the  Opening  of  this 
prefent  Seffion;  being  fenfhle  that  they  are  of  the  utmoft  Importance,  to  the  Rights  and 
Liberties  of  the  American  Colonies,  came  to  the  inclofed  Refolutions,  which  they  directed 
to  you,  and  to  defire  you  will  lay  the  fame  before  your  Houfe  of  Burgeffes  at  their  next  meet- 
ing: I  am  alfo  direded  to  return  their  Thanks  to  the  Burgeffes  of  the  ancient  Colony  and 
Dominion  of  Virginia  for  their  early  attention  to  the  Rights  and  Liberties  of  America. 
I  am,  Sir,  your  moft  humb.  Servant 

3obrt  Cruger, 
Refolves  inclofed1  Speaker. 

Affembly  Chamber,  City  of  New  York  20"".  Jan.  1774. 
The  Houfe  according  to  Order,  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe 
upon  the  Letters  received  from  the  Speakers  of  feveral  of  the  Houfes  of  Affembly  on 
this  Continent  inclofing  the  Refolutions  entered  into  by  them  refpectively,  after  fome- 
time  fpent  therein,  Mr  Speaker  refumed  the  Chair  and  Col:  Seaman  reported  from  the 
Committee,  that  they  had  directed  him  to  report  to  the  Houfe  the  following  Refolu- 
tions to  wit, 

Refolved,  Nemine  Contradicente,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  a 
ftanding  Committee  of  Correfpondence  &  Inquiry  be  appointed  to  confift  of  the  following 
perfons,  to  wit,  John  Cruger  Efq ;  Speaker,  James  Delancy,  James  Jauncey,  Jacob  Wal- 
ton, Benjamin  Seaman,  Ifaac  Wilkins,  Frederick  Philips,  Daniel  Kiffam,  Zebtdon 
Seaman,  John  Rapalje,  Simon  Boerum,  John  De  Noyellis,  and  George  Clinton  Ef quires, 
or  any  feven  of  them  whofe  Bufmef s  it  fhall  be  to  obtain  the  moft  early  and  authentick 
Intelligence,  of  all  fuch  Acts  and  Refolutions  of  the  Britifh  Parliament,  or  Proceedings 
of  Adminiftrations  as  do  or  may  relate  to  or  affect  the  Liberties  and  Privileges  of  his 
Majefty's  Subjects  in  the  Britifh  Colonies  in  America,  and  to  keep  up  and  maintain  a 
Correfpondence  and  Communication  with  our  Sifter  Colonies  refpecting  thefe  important 
Confederations,  and  the  Refult  of  their  Proceedings  to  lay  before  the  Houfe. 

Refolved,  alfo,  nemine  contradicente ;  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee  that 
the  Speaker  of  this  houfe  prepare  Draughts  of  Letters  to  the  Speakers  of  the  Affem- 
blies  on  the  Continent  of  America,  inclofing  thefe  Refolutions  and  requefting  them  to 
lay  the  fame  before  their  refpective  Affemblies,  and  that  he  do  return  the  Thanks  of 
this  Houfe  to  the  Burgeffes  of  Virginia,  for  their  early  Attention  to  the  Liberties  of 
America. 

Which  Refolutions  having  been  read  a  fecond  Time,  Refolved,  that  this  houfe  doth 
agree  with  the  Committee  in  the  faid  Refolutions. 

By  Order  of  the  General  Affembly  for  the  Colony  of  New  York 

GERARD  BANCKER,  Aff.  Clk. 

Connecticut. 
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Connecticut. 

Hartford'  Mar.  8.  1774. 
GENTLEMEN; 

We  wrote  you  the  inclofed  from  New  Haven — fince  yours  of  the  6th  of  Jan :  laft  came 
to  hand  inclofing  the  form  of  a  writ  of  Affiftants — the  Refolutions  of  your  Affembly,  or 
General  Court,  fince,  againft  granting  that  general  one  demanded  by  his  Majefty's  Commif- 
fioners  of  his  Cuftoms,  and  your  Arguments  on  the  Subjed,  for  which  we  are  much  obliged, 
and  confider  them  at  once  ingenious  &  conclusive.  The  Officers  of  the  Cuftoms  here,  have 
declined  purfuing  their  Motion,  for  this  Writ,  and  it  is  expected  the  Affair,  will  die  in 
Silence  with  us  in  this  Colony.  Should  it  be  revived,  there  is  no  Probability  of  their  ob- 
taining any,  as  at  beft  fuch  Writs  are  difagreeable ,  and  of  dangerous  Tendency,  and  at 
this  Period  when  the  Colonies  are  fo  juftly  alarmed,  they  would  not  be  able  to  obtain  one, 
though  fhould  one  be  granted,  yours  is  as  full  as  a  Writ  of  that  kind  ever  in  our  Opinion 
ought  to  be,  confiftent  with  the  Liberty  of  the  Subject,  or  even  the  Act,  by  which  it  is  demanded. 

We  inclofe  the  Ad  of  our  Affembly  refpeding  the  counterfeiting  the  Currency  of  our 
Sifter  Colonies,  and  take  Liberty  to  hint,  that  were  the  Laws  of  the  Colonies  refpeding  their 
Currencies,  and  other  general  Concerns,  of  one  tenor  fo  far  as  particular  local  Circumftances 
would  any  Way  admit,  it  might  have  a  moft  happy  Tendency  towards  forming  and  ftrengthen- 
ing  that  union  of  the  Colonies  on  which  their  fafety  and  Happinefs  depends. 

We  confider  with  Pleafure  the  Step  taken  by  your  worthy  Houfe  of  Burgeffes,  in  appoint- 
ing a  Committee  to  keep  up  a  regular  Correfpondence  with  your  Sifter  Colonies  now  adopted 
by  nearly  all  on  the  Continent,  as  a  Bafis  on  which  the  moft  lafting,  and  beneficial  Union 
may  be  formed  and  supported. — No  intelligence  has  been  received  from  Great  Britain  or 
any  part  of  Europe  by  us,  for  almoft  four  Months,  and  we  are  anxioufly  expeding  the 
Account  how  the  returned  Tea  is  received,  and  what  Meafures  the  prefent  Seffion  of  Parlia- 
ment will  adopt  refpeding  that,  and  other  American  Concerns. 

We  are.  Gentlemen,  with  great  Refped, 

Your  moft  obedient  and  very  humble  Servants 

Win.  Williams. 
Sam  llfoloeti  "parsons. 
Silas  "3>4ane. 
^5enJ:  "payn*. 

P.  S.  Since  the  above,  Intelligence  is  received  from  London,  as  late  as  the  io'\  of 
Jan :,  with  which  you  are  doubtlefs  favored — a  Quantity  of  Tea  arrived  at  Bofton,  and 
met  the  fate  of  the  fornwr,  the  particulars  of  which  will  be  with  you  before  this.  Inclofed 
is  a  paragraph  from  our  laft  Gazette. — 


Mew  "3ersey. 

Burlington'  Mar:  14.  1774. 
SIR, 

The  Reprefentatives  of  the  Province  of  New  Jerfey  having  been  favoured  with  your 
Letter  of  the  19""  of  March  laft  inclofing  the  Minutes  of  the  honorable  Houfe  of  Burgeffes 
of  Virginia,  and  having  taken  the  important  Propofals  under  their  Confederation,  came  to 
the  Refolution  herein  contained,  which  they  have  directed  us  to  tranfmit  to  you. 

They  have  alfo  given  us  Orders  to  return  their  moft  hearty  thanks  to  your  honorable 
Houfe,  for  the  early    Attention  which  they  have  fhown  to  the  Rights  and  Privileges  of  his 
Majefty's  Subjeds  in  America. 
The 
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The  Committee  of  Correspondence  request  the  favour  of  you  to  direct  any  Letters  of 
39  Intelligence  which  you  may  hereafter  have  Occafion  to  fend  for  the  Information  of  this  Houfe, 
to  James  Kinfey  Efq;  in  the  City  of  Burlington,  New  Jerfey. 
We  are  with  great  Refped 

Your  moft  obedient  Servants, 

"3.  TCiits*?. 
Sam:  "Ducker. 
Tffctidrlck  Tlsljer. 
3.  Wetberllt. 
3ito.  Tflitcbman. 
Refolves  inclofed1 

NEW  JERSEY. 

Houfe  of  Affembly  Tuefday  Feb.  8.  1774. 

The  Houfe  refumed  the  Confideration  of  the  feveral  Letters  and  Refolutions  of  the 
other  Houfes  of  Affembly,  on  the  Subject  Matter  of  the  Common  Rights  and  Liberties 
of  the  Colonies,  And, 

The  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  upon  the  Matters 
aforefaid,  and  after  fometime  fpent  therein  Mr  Speaker  refumed  the  Chair,  and  Mr 
Crane  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  by  order  of  the  Houfe,  reported  the  Refolutions 
of  the  Committee  as  follows,  Viz: 

1 .  Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  Houfe  fhould  heartily 
accept  of  the  Invitation,  to  a  mutual  Correfpondence  and  Intercourfe  with  our  Sifter 
Colonies.     To  which  the  Houfe  agreed  Nemine  contradicente. 

2.  Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee  that  a  Standing  Committee 
of  Correfpondence  &  Inquiry  be  appointed  to  confift  of  the  following  Perfons,  to  wit, — 
James  Kinfey,  Stephen  Crane,  Hendrick  Fifher,  Samuel  Tucker,  John  Wetherill,  Robert 
Friend  Price,  John  Hinchman,  John  Mehelm  and  Edward  Taylor,  ef quires,  or  any  five 
of  them,  whofe  bufinefs  it  fhall  be  to  obtain  the  moft  early  and  authentic  Intelligence 
of  all  Acts  and  Refolutions  of  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  or  the  Proceedings  of 
Adminiftration,  that  they  may  have  any  relation  to,  or  may  affect  the  Liberties  and 
Privileges  of  his  Majefty's  Subjects  in  the  Britifh  Colonies  in  America,  and  to  keep  up 
and  maintain  a  Correfpondence  and  Communication  with  our  Sifter  Colonies,  refpecting 
thofe  important  Confiderations,  and  that  they  do  occafionally  lay  their  Proceedings 
before  the  Houfe. 

To  which  the  Houfe  agreed  Nemine  Contradicente. 

3.  Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee  that  the  faid  Committee  of 
Correfpondence  do  write  Letters  to  the  feveral  Speakers  of  the  Affemblies  on  the  Con- 
tinent of  America,  inclofing  thefe  Refolutions  and  requefting  them  to  lay  the  fame 
before  their  refpective  Affemblies,  and  that  they  do  return  the  Thanks  of  the  Houfe 
to  the  Burgeffes  of  Virginia  for  their  early  Attention  to  the  Liberties  of  America. 

To  which  the  Houfe  agreed  Nemine  Contradicente. 
a  true  Copy  from  the  Journals. 

RICHARD  SMITH, 

Clerk  of  Affembly. 

32tar?Umd. 

Annapolis1  May  25.  1774. 
GENTLEMEN, 

We  this  morning  received  a  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Correfpondence  of  Phila- 
delphia inclofing  their  Refolutions  with  a  Copy  of  a  Letter  and  vote  of  the  Town  of  Bofton. 
We  efteem  it  a  very  lucky  Circumftance,  that  your  General  Affembly  is  now  fitting,  as  it 
affords  fo  good  an  Opportunity  of  inftantly  collecting  the  Senfe  of  your  Colony  on  a  Point 
on  which  the  Liberties  of  America  muft  turn;    and  was  it  not  abfolutely  neceffary  that 

Meafures 
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Meafures  fhould  be  inftantly  taken,  we  fhould  have  waited  with  Pleafure  your  Refolutions,  a 
which  we  cannot  doubt  will  be  formed  on  the  fame  generous  Principles,  which  have  hitherto 
actuated  your  Colony  on  every  late  Attempt  againft  American  Liberty. — That  no  Time 
may  be  loft,  we  fhall  communicate  the  Papers  tranfmitted  to  us  to  every  Part  of  our  Province, 
and  endeavor  to  give  the  ftrongeft  Impreffions  of  the  Sufferings  of  Bofton  in  the  Common 
Caufe.  We  fhall  anxioufly  exped  your  Refolutions,  in  the  mean  Time  we  propofe  the 
Senfe  of  the  People  be  taken  at  their  Meetings  on  the  following  heads. 

iBt.  That  .aw  immediate  ftop  be  put  to  all  Exports  to  Great  Britain  and  that  after  a 
fhort  Day  to  be  agreed  on  there  be  no  Import  from  Great  Britain,  til  the  Ad  for  blocking 
up  the  Harbor  of  Bofton  be  repealed. 

2d.  That  the  Affociation  be  on  Oath. 

3d.  That  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Law  in  this  Province  bring  no  fuit  for  the  Recovery 
of  any  debt  due  from  any  Inhabitant  of  this  Province  to  any  Inhabitant  of  Great  Britain 
until  the  faid  Ad  be  repealed. 

4th.  That  this  Province  will  immediately  break  of  all  Trade  and  Dealings  with  that 
Colony  or  Province  which  fhall  refufe  or  decline  to  come  into  Similar  Refolutions  with  a 
Majority  of  the  Colonies. 

We  have  the  moft  f anguine  Hope,  that  Maryland  will  chcarfully  cooperate  with  your 
Colony  to  any  Extent  of  Non  Importation  and  non  exportation.  We  exped  Committees 
will  be  appointed,  as  foon  as  poffible,  through  which,  we  hope,  a  cordial  and  free  Intercourfe 
will  be  eftablifhed  between  your  Colony  and  our  Province,  and  that  the  value  and  Confe- 
quence  of  thefe  Colonies  to  Great  Britain  will  be  demonftrated  by  witholding  our  Tobacco. 

We  are  Gent,  your  moft  obedient  Servants 

Cbc*-  Carroll.  B^omas  "Sobnton.  "3unr.  Sam  I.  ilbasc. 

"3.  "Kail.  VPlllm.  "paca.  3Balls.  3fammon6. 

Stcpbcn  West 

inclofed  in  the  foregoing  Letter.  « 

Philadelphia'  May  21".  1774. 
GENTLEMEN, 

You  will  no  Doubt  before  the  Receipt  of  this  receive  a  Copy  of  the  Ad  of  Parliament 
for  f hutting  up  the  Port  of  Bofton,  on  Account  of  the  Deftrudion  of  the  Tea  fent  out  by 
the  Eaft  India  Company  and  we  know  that  you  confider  them  as  Sufferers  in  the  General 
Caufe  of  America. 

What  part  you  may  think  it  your  duty  to  Ad  on  the  Prefent  Occafion,  we  muft  leave 
to  your  own  Wifdom;  and  that  you  may  be  the  better  enabled  to  come  to  a  Determination, 
we  take  the  Liberty  to  inclofe  you  Copies  of  the  Papers  which  we  received  from  Bofton,  and 
alfo  Copies  of  a  Refolve,  paffed  by  a  number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  City  laft  Evening, 
and  of  the  Letter  we  fent  to  the  Town  of  Bofton  inclofing  the  fame. 

We  fhall  be  glad  by  the  firft  Opportunity  to  know  the  Refult  of  your  Deliberations  on 
this  interefting  Bufinefs,  and  are,  with  great  Regard, 

Gent, 

Your  moft  humb.  Serv". 

SIGNED  IN  BEHALF  AND  BY  ORDER  OF 

THE  COMMITTEE  OF  CORRESPONDENCE. 

"Pennsylvania. 

To  Peyton  Randolph  Efq'  ; 

and  others,  principal  Gent. 

of  Virginia. 

Philadelphia1  May  21.  1774. 

GENTLEMEN, 

We  have  received  your  very  interefting  Letter  together  with  a  Letter  from  the  Town  of 

Bofton,  and  the  Vote  they  have  paffed  on  the  prefent  alarming  Occafion,  and  fuch  Meafures 

have  been  perfued,  as    the  fhortnefs  of  the  time  would  allow :    To  Colled  the  Senfe  of  this 

large 
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„  large  City  is  difficult  and  when  their  Senfe  is  obtained,  they  muft  not  confider  themfelves 
af  authorized  to  judge  or  ad  for  this  populous  Province  in  a  Bufinefs  so  deeply  interefting 
as  the  prefent  is  to  all  British  America. 

A  very  ref peccable  number  of  the  Inliabitants  of  this  City  was,  however  affembled 
laft  Evening  in  Order  to  confult  what  was  Proper  to  be  done,  and  after  reading  the  feveral 
Papers  you  transmitted  to  us,  and  alfo  a  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Correfpondence  of 
New  York,  the  inclofed  Refolves  were  paffed  in  which  you  may  be  affured  we  are  fincere, 
and  that  you  are  now  confider ed  as  fuffering  in  the  General  Caufe. 

But  what  further  Advice  to  offer  on  this  fad  Occafwn,  is  a  Matter  of  the  greateft  Diffi- 
culty, which  not  only  requires  more  mature  Deliberations,  but  alfo  that  we  fhould  take  the 
neceffary  Meafures  to  obtain  the  general  Sentiments  of  our  fellow  Inhabitants  of  this  Province, 
as  well  as  of  our  Sifter  Colonies. 

If  fatiffying  the  Eaft  India  Company  for  the  damage  they  have  fuftained,  would  put 
an  end  to  this  unhappy  Controverfy,  and  leave  us  on  the  footing  of  conftitutional  Liberty 
of  the  future,  it  is  prefumed,  that  neither  you  nor  we,  could  continue  a  moment  in  Doubt 
what  part  to  ad;  for  it  is  not  the  Value  of  the  Tax,  but  the  indefeafible  Right  of  giving  and 
granting  our  own  Money,  from  which  we  can  never  recede,  that  is  the  Matter  now  in  Con- 
fider ation. 

By  what  Means  this  truly  defirable  Circumftance  of  a  Reconciliation,  and  future 
Harmony  with  our  Mother  Country  on  conftitutional  Principles  may  be  obtained  is  indeed 
a  Weighty  Queftion;  whether  by  the  Method  you  have  fuggefted  of  a  Non  importation  and 
non  Exportation  Agreement,  or  by  a  general  Congrefs  of  Deputies  from  the  different  Colonies, 
clearly  to  ftate  what  we  conceive  our  Rights,  and  make  a  Claim  or  Petition  of  them  to  his 
h  Majefty  in  firm  but  decent  and  dutiful  Terms,  fo  as  that  we  may  know  by  what  Line  to 
condud  ourfelves  in  future,  are  now  the  great  Points  to  be  determined;  the  latter  we  have 
great  Reafon  to  think,  would  be  moft  agreable  to  the  People  of  this  Province,  and  the  firft 
Step  that  ought  to  be  taken,  the  former  may  be  referved  as  the  laft  Refource  fhould  the  other 
fail,  which  we  truft  will  not  be  the  Cafe,  as  many  wife  and  good  Men  in  the  Mother  Country 
begin  to  fee  the  Neceffity  of  a  good  Underftanding  with  the  Colonies  upon  the  General  Plan 
of  Liberty  as  well  as  Commerce. 

We  fhall  endeavour  as  foon  as  poffible  to  colled  the  Sentiments  of  the  People  of  this 
Province  and  the  neighboring  Colonies  on  thefe  grand  Queftions,  and  fhould  alfo  be  glad 
to  know  your  Sentiments  thereon.  In  the  meantime  with  fincere  fellow  feeling  for  your 
Sufferings  and  great  Regard  to  your  Perfons.     We  are  &c 


Copy  of  the  Letter  from  Bofton. 

Bolton1    May  13th.    1774. 
GENTLEMEN, 

I  am  defired  by  the  Freeholders  and  other  Inhabitants  of  this  Town  to  inclofe  you  an 
attefted  Copy  of  their  Vote  paffed  in  Town  meeting  legally  affembled  this  Day.  The  Occafion 
of  this  Meeting  is  moft  alarming :  We  have  received  a  Copy  of  an  A  A  of  the  Britifh  Parlia- 
ment {which  is  alfo  inclofed  wherein  it  appears  that  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Town  have  been 
tried  and  condemned,  and  are  to  be  punifhed  by  fhutting  up  the  Harbor  and  other  ways, 
without  their  having  been  called  to  anfwer  for,  nay,  for  ought  that  appears  without  their 
having  been  accufed  of,  any  Crime  committed  by  them;  for  no  fuch  Crime  is  alleged  in  the 
Ad. 

The  Town  of  Bofton  is  now  fuffering  the  Stroke  of  Vengeance  in  the  Common  Caufe 
of  America.  /  hope  they  will  fuftain  the  Blow  with  a  becoming  fortitude;  and  that  the 
Effeds  of  this  cruel  Ad,  intended  to  intimidate  and  fubdue  the  Spirits  of  all  America,  will 
by  the  joint  Efforts  of  all  be  fruftrated. 

_____  The 
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The  People  receive  this  Edid  with  Indignation.  It  is  expeded  by  their  Enemies,  and 
feared  by  fome  oj  their  friends,  that  this  Town  fingly  will  not  be  able  to  fupport  the  Caufe 
under  fo  fevere  a  trial;  as  the  very  being  of  every  Colony,  confidered  as  a  free  People,  depends 
upon  the  Event,  a  Tlwught  fo  difhonorable  to  our  Brethren  cannot  be  entertained,  as  that 
this  Town  will  now  be  left  to  ftruggle  alone. 

General  Gage  is  juft  arrived  here,  with  a  Commiffton  to  fupercede  Gov*.  Hutchinfon. 
//  is  faid  that  the  Town  of  Salem  about  twenty  Miles  eaft  of  this  Metropolis,  is  to  be  the 
Seat  of  Government.  That  the  Commiffioners  of  the  Cuftoms  and  their  numerous  Retinue 
are  to  remove  to  the  Town  of  Marblebead,  a  Town  contiguous  to  Salem,  and  that  this  if  the 
General  fliall  think  proper  is  to  be  a  garrisoned  Town.  Reports  are  various  &  contra- 
dictory. 

I  have  inclofed  a  Copy  of  the  Town's  Vote  for  each  of  the  Colonies  Southward  of  your 
Province,  which  I  beg  you  to  forward  with  all  poffible  Difpatch,  together  with  your  own 
Sentiments  thereon. 


I  am  with  great  Regard 


Gent,  your  humble  Serv'., 

Samuel  TA&ams. 


To  the  Committee  of 
Correspondence  for  the  City  of 
Philadelphia.1 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  Freeholders  and  other  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Bofton 
legally  qualified  and  duly  warned  in  Publick  Town-Meeting  affembled  at  Faneuil  Hall 
on  Friday  the  13th  day  of  May  1774. 

Voted,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Town  that  if  the  other  Colonies  come  into  a  46 
joint  Refolution,  to  ftop  all  Importations  from  Great  Britain  and  Exportations  to  Great 
Britain  and  every  part  of  the  Weft  Indies  till  the  Act  for  blocking  up  this  Harbor  be 
repealed,  the  fame  will  prove  the  Salvation  of  North  America  and  her  Liberties ;  on  the 
other  hand  if  they  continue  their  Exports  and  Imports  there  is  high  Reafon  to  fear, 
that  fraud,  Power,  and  the  most  odious  Oppreffion,  will  rife  triumphant  over  Right, 
Juftice,  focial  Happinefs  and  Freedom.  And,  moreover  that  this  Vote  be  forthwith 
tranfmitted  by  the  Moderator  to  all  our  Sifter  Colonies  in  the  Name  and  Behalf  of  this 
Town. 

Att:  WILLIAM  COOPER,  Town  Clerk. 

At  a  meeting  of  a  Number  of  refpectable  Inhabitants  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia1 
on  Friday  the  20th  May  1774. 

It  was  ref dived  that  John  Dickenfon,  D.  William  Smith,  Edward  Pennington,  Jofeph 
Fox,  John  Nixon,  John  Nefbitt,  Samuel  Howell,  Thomas  Mifflin,  Jofeph  Read,  Thomas 
Wharton,  Junr.  Benjamin  Marfhall,  Jofeph  Moulder,  Thomas  Barclay,  George  Clymer, 
Charles  Themear,  Jeremiah  Warden  Junr.  John  Cox,  John  Gibfon,  be  a  Committee  to 
correfpond  with  our  fifter  Colonies  until  fome  Alteration  is  made  in  this  Appointment 
by  a  more  general  Meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  City. 

That  the  faid  Committee  be  inf trucked  to  apply  to  the  Governor  to  call  the  Affembly 
of  the  Province. 

That  the  faid  Committee  be  inftructed  to  write  our  Friends  the  People  of  Bofton, 
informing  them  that  we  truly  feel  for  their  unhappy  Situation,  that  we  recommend  to  t7 
them  firmnefs,  Prudence  and  Moderation,  and  that  we  fhall  continue  to  evince  our 
firm  Adherence  to  the  Caufe  of  American  Liberty. 

And  that  the  Committee  do  alfo  inform  our  Brethren  in  New  York,  and  the  other 
Colonies  of  the  above  Refolutions. 
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New  Caftle1  on  Delaware  May  26.  1774. 
GENTLEMEN, 

The  Alarm  which  the  Britifh  Ad  of  Parliament,  for  fhutting  up  the  Port  of  Bofton, 
has  occasioned  amongft  us,  makes  it  a  Matter  of  Duty  on  this  Committee  to  contribute,  as 
far  as  they  may,  to  a  general  Union  of  Sentiments  and  Meafures  in  the  Colonies,  as  the 
moft  effectual  Method  of  Relief,  not  only  from  the  prefent  encroachment  on  the  Rights  of  the 
Inhabitants  of  Bofton,  but  from  future  Attempts  of  the  like  kind. 

We  confider  each  Colony  on  this  Continent  as  parts  of  the  fame  Body,  and  an  Attack 
on  one  to  affed  all.  The  People  of  Bofton  are  fmgled  out  upon  this  Occafion  by  the  Britifh 
Miniftry  for  apparent  Reafons,  and  if  they  can  fucceed  fo  far  as  to  procure  a  Submiffion, 
the  like  or  fome  fuch  Experiment  -will  be  made  on  each  Colony  in  Turn;  if  this  fhould  happen, 
there  would  be  an  End  to  American  Freedom  for  a  Century  at  leaft. 

Imports  and  Exports  are  Things  undoubtedly  within  the  Power  of  the  Americans, 
and  they  are  become  of  great  Confequence  to  Great  Britain,  a  total  Ceffation  of  both,  as  to 
that  Kingdom,  for  a  Time,  would  not  only  alarm  in  Turn,  but  procure  Applications  for 
our  Relief  from  thofe  who  in  all  likelyhood  would  be  more  favourably  heard  than  the  Ameri- 
cans; therefore  we  apprehend  a  Meafure  of  this  Sort  a  neceffary  previous  Step  in  the  prefent 
Exigency;  and  from  our  knowledge  of  the  Sentiments  of  the  People  within  this  fmall  Govern- 
48  ment,  we  can  with  Confidence  fay,  that  they  would  generally  approve,  and  firmly  Support 
fuch  an  Engagement,  if  adopted  by  the  principal  Colonies. 

The  Conduct  of  the  Britifh  Parliament  on  this  Occafion,  fo  derogatory  of  the  Character 
which  that  Senate  once  had,  needs  no  Comment,  a  Shadow  of  Juftice,  a  Cloak  of  Power 
ufed  for  America's  Scourge  indicates  the  Neceffity  of  a  Congrefs  of  Deputies  from  the 
feveral  Colonies  to  determine  and  agree  upon  further  Meafures  for  Redrefs  of  prefent  or 
future  Grievances;  and  we  are  confident  that  if  fuch  a  propofal  fhall  be  made  by  any  one  of 
the  principal  Colonies  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  People  here  will  adopt  it  and  embrace 
the  firft  Opportunity  of  carrying  it  into  Execution. 

We  have  inclofed  a  Copy  of  the  Bofton  Refolve  tranfmitted  to  us  from  Philadelpha 
as  a  paper  omitted  to  be  fent  by  their  laft  Exprefs  to  you  for  North  Carolina. 

As  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Government  entertain  an  high  Opinion  of  the  zeal  and 
Firmnefs  of  thofe  of  your  Colony  in  the  common  Caufe  of  America,  we  are  perfuaded  that 
their  Refolutions  at  this  important  Crifis  will  have  great  Weight  here,  and  we  fhall  be  glad 
to  have  your  Sentiments  thereon.  In  the  meantime,  We  who  are  of  the  Committee  of  Corref- 
pondence  for  the  Delaware  Government. 

are  gentlemen, 

your  moft  ob*  humble  Serv's. 

151)0.  ^tlcTKean. 
3obn  3ttc3flnl?. 


Massachusetts  3Jaj. 

Province  of  Maffachufetts  Bay  'May  28.  1774. 


a> 


GENTLEMEN, 

By  Order  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  of  this  Province,  we  inclofe  you  an  Ad  paffed 
in  the  late  Seffion  of  the  Britifh  Parliament,  intituled,  An  Act  to  difcontinue  in  fuch 
Manner  and  for  fuch  Time  as  are  therein  mentioned  the  Landing  and  discharging, 
Lading  or  fhipping  of  Goods  wares  and  Merchandize,  at  the  Town  and  within  the  Har- 
bor of  Bofton  in  the  Province  of  Maffachufett's  Bay  in  North  America. 
We 
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We  think  the  Archives  of  Conftantinople  might  be  in  vain  fearched  for  a  parallel — to 
reafon  upon  fitch  an  Ad  would  be  Idlenefs.  You  will  doubtlefs  judge  every  Britifh  American 
Colony  deeply  concerned  in  it,  and  contemplate  and  determine  upon  it  accordingly. 

We  are,  with  great  Regard,  your  Friends  &  fellow  Countrymen, 

obomas  (Tusbing. 

Samuel  ^\6ams. 

Uames  Warren. 

Doscpb  TKawUv. 

oboma5  <£ardner. 

Wm.  "Heath. 
Refolve  inclofed.1 

Province  of  Maffachufetts  Bay 
In  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  May  26.  1774. 

Refolved,  that  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  directed 
to  write  to  the  Committees  of  Correfpondence  of  all  the  Britifh  Colonies  on  this  Continent, 
inclofing  a  Copy  of  an  unprecedented  Act  of  the  Britifh  Parliament  for  fhutting  up  the 
Port  of  Bofton  and  otherwife  punifhing  the  Inhabitants  of  that  Town ;  And  defire  their 
immediate  Attention  to  an  Act,  defigned  to  fupprefs  the  Spirit  of  Liberty  in  America. 

a  true  Copy  att:  SAM'.   ADAMS,   Cler. 

"Fredericksburg. 

Frederickfburg, 2     1st    June    1774. 
SIR, 

By  Diredion  of  the  Committee  of  Correfpondence,  for  this  Town,  Inclofe  you  the 
Copies  of  Refolves  of  the  Town  of  Bofton,  Philadelphia,  Annapolis,  Baltimore,  Alexandria 
and  Dumfries,  which  came  to  hand  this  Day.  Alfo  the  Refolves  of  a  Meeting,  called  here 
on  this  Occafion, 

I  am  Sir.  y'.  very  humb1' '.  S'. 

Peyton  Randolph,  Esqr.  3$.  3olmston. 

Town  Clerk. 

The  Papers2  inclofed  in  the  above  Letter  having  been  already  received  by  the  Com- 
mittee &  recorded,  are  omitted  to  be  entered  here,  but  are  filed  in  the  Letter  among 
the  Papers  of  the  Committee. 

5ttas*acbu*etts. 

Boftons  June  4.  1774. 
GENTLEMEN, 

We  take  the  earlieft  Opportunity  to  inclofe  you  Copies  of  two  Bills  brought  into  Parlia- 
ment, and  before  this  Time  probably  enaded,  which  we  have  juft  received  by  a  Veffel  in 
thirty  fix  Days  from  Briftol. 

It  is  alfo  confidently  reported  that  a  third  Bill  is  to  be  brought  into  Parliament,  for  the 
better  regulating  the  Government  of  the  other  Provinces  in  North  America. 

Thefe  Edids  cruel  and  oppreffwe  as  they  are,  we  confider  as  but  bare  Specimens  of 
what  the  Continent  are  to  exped  from  a  Parliament  who  claim  a  Right  to  make  Laws  binding 
us  in  all  Cafes  whatever. 

We  are  your  Friends  &  fellow  Countrymen 

I3bomas  (Tusblttg. 
Samuel  "ZA&ams. 
3oscpb  Tfawle?. 

obomas  (Gardner. 

New 
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5tew    Vork. 

61  New  York'   June  o.   1774. 
GENT. 

I  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  Letter  of  the  28"'.  Inf  but  as  the  Committee  of  Cor- 
refpondence  &  Inquiry  appointed  by  the  general  Affembly  of  this  Colony  are  at  prefent 
difperfed  and  fever al  of  the  Members  at  a  considerable  Distance  from  this  City,  an  Anfwer 
to  it  muft  be  postponed  to  a  future  Day.  Have  already  difpatched  Letters  to  convene  the 
Members  as  foon  as  Poffible,  and  the  earlieft  opportunity  will  be  embraced  to  take  into 
confederation  the  important  Matters  to  which  your  Letter  and  the  Papers  inclofed  relate. 

A  Declaration  of  our  Sentiments  muft  be  referved  till  that  can  be  done;  but  thought 
proper  thus  early  to  acknowledge  the  Receipt  of  your  Letter,  and  to  affure  you  of  my  great 
Attention  to  the  matters  of  fuch  important  Concern  as  thofe  you  mention.  Shall  be  happy 
to  receive  the  Letter  in  which  you  purpofe  to  make  a  fuller  Communication  of  your  Senti- 
ments.    And  am,  with  great  Regard, 

Your  Mo:  humb'.  Serv'. 

"3ol)tt  tlrugcr. 

Connecticut. 

GENTLEMEN, 

The  honorable  Houfe  of  Reprefcntatives  of  this  Colony  at  their  laft  Seffions  which 
clofed  the  4th.  Inftant  came  to  a  Number  of  Refolutions  which  you  have  inclofed.  They 
alfo  by  a  fpecial  Ad,  impowercd  their  Committee  of  Correfpondence  and  Inquiry,  to  join 
the  Committee  of  their  Sifter  Colonies,  in  holding  as  early  as  conveniently  might  be,  a  General 
Congrefs  of  the  Committee  or  Delegates  by  them  appointed  to  take  into  confideration,  the 

62  prefent  melancholy  and  alarming  Situation  of  America  in  general  and  of  our  Sifter  Colony 
of  the  Maffachufetts  in  particular,  purfuant  to  this,  the  Committee  have  wrote  to  Bofton, 
Portsmouth  &  Newport  on  the  Eaft;  to  New  York,  New  Jerfies,  Philadelphia  and  Mary- 
land, on  the  Weft,  propofing  the  laft  week  in  July  or  the  firft  in  Auguft  for  the  Time,  leaving 
the  place  to  be  refolved  as  may  beft  fuit  the  Colonies  that  may  fend  reprefcntatives  to  attend, 
but  at  the  fame  Time  fuppofing  New  York  or  Philadelphia  might  be  the  proper  Centre. 

It  is  we  conceive  of  Importance,  that  every  Colony  fhould  be  reprefented  at  fuch  a 
general  Conference,  and  much  to  be  defired,  but  as  the  prefent  Exigency  preffes,  and  it 
appearing  very  neceffary  to  us,  that  fome  general  Meafures  fhould  be  adopted  feafonably 
occafioned  our  taking  the  Liberty  of  hinting  at  the  Time  and  place,  though  fome  other  will 
be  equally  agreably  to  us,  if  more  fo  to  our  remote  Brethren.  Your  Anfwer  in  Seafon  will 
much  oblige  us,  by  which  we  fhall  as  far  as  poffible  regulate  our  Conduct  in  this  important 
Affair — the  wife,  fpirited  and  feafonable  Proceedings  of  your  truly  patriotic  Houfe  of 
Burgeffes  in  early  propofing  a  Correfpondence  between  and  Union  of  the  Colonies  has 
juftly  merited  and  univerfally  received  the  approbation  and  grateful  Acknowledgements  of 
Britifh  America.  And  the  manly  pious  and  humane  Attention  more  lately  manifefted  to 
the  Diftreffes  of  the  Town  of  Bofton  reflects  equal  honor  on  them,  as  Men,  as  Patriots  and 
as  Chriftians.  The  Committee  have  been  pleafed  to  appoint  me  their  Clerk,  and  whatever 
Letters  or  Commands  you  fhall  honor  me  with,  I  fhall  immediately  lay  before  them. 

I  am  en  their  behalf  and  Regard  Gent,  your  much  obliged  &  very  h.  Serv'. 

Silas  "3>cane. 

Clerk  of  faid  Committee. 

P.  S.  A  day  of  General  Fafting  and  Humiliation  was  agreed  on  by  both  Houfes  of 
Affembly — alfo  a  general  Contribution  voted,  throughout  this  Colony  for  the  Relief  of  the 
poor  in  Bofton,  the  Directions  of  both  which  are  left  with  the  governor  and  Council,  and 
will  take  place  foon. 
Wether's  Field  in  Connecticut 
June  13.  1774. 

The  Printed  Refolves2  inclofed  are  filed  among  the  Papers  of  the  Committee,  with 
the  original   Letter. 

"Philadelphia- 
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By  Order  of  the  Committee  I  forward  to  you  a  Copy  of  the  Refolves  paffed  on  Saturday 
laft,  by  a  very  large  and  refpedable  meeting  of  the  freeholders  and  other  refpedable  Inhabi- 
tants of  this  City  and  County. 

Yefterday  our  Committee  met  in  order  to  profecute  the  great  and  important  Bufinefs 
entrufted  to  tliem. 

All  America  look  up  to  Virginia  to  take  the  Lead  on  the  prefent  Occafion.  Our  united 
Efforts  are  now  neceffary  to  ward  off  the  impending  Blow  levelled  at  our  Lives,  Liberty 
and  Property.  By  our  second  Refolve  you  will  obferve  it  is  the  general  Sentiment  of  this 
province  that  a  Congrefs  is  the  moft  probable  and  moft  proper  mode  of  procuring  Relief 
for  our  fuffering  Brethren  and  fecuring  our  Rights  &  Liberties.  This  will  give  weight 
to  every  tneafure  that  may  be  devifed.  such  as  it  appears  is  the  Determination  of  our 
Adversaries,  that  we  have  no  other  Choice  left,  but  to  unite  or  die.  fome  Colony  muft  ftep 
forth  and  appoint  the  Time  and  Place.  None  is  fo  fit  as  Virginia.  You  are  ancient, 
you  are  refpeded;  you  are  animated  in  the  Caufe. 

It  is  not  to  be  doubted  but  a  general  Congrefs  will  alarm  and  offend  the  Minifter;  but 
it  is  apprehended  by  fome  that  the  General  has  or  will  have  Orders,  to  interrupt  their  pro- 
ceedings.— this  fhould  be  provided  againft  in  fixing  the  Place,  there  are  no  Troops  ftationed 
to  the  Southward  of  this  City  and  but  few  here.  However  your  Wifdom  will  point  out  the 
moft  proper  Place.  The  Neceffity  of  the  Times  calls  for  a  fpeedy  meeting,  nothing  can 
be  refolved  on  to  effed,  until  it  meets.  The  two  Bills  brought  into  Parliament  fhow  with 
what  unrelenting  fury  the  Parliament  are  perfuing  their  Blow  given  to  Bofton  and  the 
Province  of  Maffachufetts  Bay.  the  reft  of  the  Colonies  cannot  be  too  fpeedy  in  adopting 
proper  Meafures  for  their  Relief. 

Defpondency  or  difpair  are  equally  to  be  dreaded. 

Thefe  are  my  private  Sentiments  which  I  humbly  fubmit  to  you. 

By  order  of  our  Committee  I  am  to  inform  you  that  it  is  their  Defire  that  all  Letters 
for  them  be  direded  to  Charles  Thomfon  at  or  near  Philadelphia. 

I  am  Sir,  your  mo:  ob'.  S'. 

<£bas.  ot)omson. 

Secty.  to  the  Committee. 

The  above  is  without  date,  but  as  it  inclofed  Refolves  Paffed  in  Philadelphia  the 
I8"1  June  1774,  we  may  fuppofe  it  was  written  about  that  Time,  and  from  that  place. 
The  Refolves1  are  filed  among  the  Papers  of  the  Committee. 

3ll>o&e  Islanb. 

New  Port'  June  20.  1774. 
SIR, 

Agreeable  to  the  Diredions  of  the  General  Affembly  I  have  the  honor  to  inclofe  you  a 
Copy  of  certain  Refolutions  entered  into  by  them  refpeding  the  very  alarming  Situation  of 
the  Colonies, 

I  have  alfo  to  inform  you  that  upon  this  Occafion  the  Affembly  have  adjourned  to  the 
fourth  Monday  in  Auguft  next. 
/  am  with  very  great  Regard, 

Sir,  your  mo:  humble  Serv'. 

Sttetcalf  3&owUr. 

Speaker. 

Refolutions  inclofed.1 

At  the  general  Affembly  of  the  Governor  and  Company  of  the  Englifh  Colony  of 
Rhode  Ifland  and  Providence  Plantations  in  New  England  in  America  begun  and  holden 
by  Adjournment  at  Newport  within  and  for  the  faid  Colony  on  the  fecond  Monday  in 
June 
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June  in  the  Year  of  our  LORD  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy  four  and 
fourteenth  of  the  Reign  of  his  moft  facred  Majefty  George  the  third  by  the  Grace  of  GOD 
king  of  Great  Britain  &c. 

This  Affembly  taking  into  the  moft  ferious  Confideration  feveral  Acts  of  the  British 
Parliament  for  levying  Taxes  upon  his  Majefty's  Subjects  in  America  without  their 
Confent,  and  particularly  an  Act  lately  paffed  for  blocking  up  the  Port  of  Bofton,  which 
Act  even  upon  the  Suppofition  that  the  People  of  Bofton  had  juftly  deferved  Punifh- 
ment,  is  fcarcely  to  be  parelled  in  Hiftory  for  the  Severity  of  the  Vengeance  executed 
upon  them ;  and  alfo  confidering  to  what  a  deplorable  State  this  and  the  other  Colonies 
are  reduced,  when  by  an  Act  of  Parliament  in  which  the  Subjects  in  America  have  not 

56  a  Angle  Voice,  and  without  being  heard  they  may  be  divefted  of  Property  and  deprived 
of  Liberty,  do  upon  mature  Deliberation,  refolve 

That  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Affembly  that  a  firm  and  inviolable  Union  of  all  the 
Colonies  in  Counfels  and  Meafures  is  abfolutely  neceffary  for  the  prefervation  of  their 
Rights,  and  Liberties ;  and  that  for  that  purpofe,  a  Convention  of  the  Reprefentatives 
from  all  the  Colonies  ought  to  be  holden  in  fome  fuitable  Place,  as  foon  as  may  be,  in 
Order  to  confult  upon  proper  Meafures  to  obtain  a  Repeal  of  the  faid  Act,  and  to  eftablif h 
the  Rights  and  Liberties  of  the  Colonies  upon  a  juft  and  folid  Foundation. 

That  the  honorable  Stephen  Hopkins  and  the  honorable  Samuel  Ward  Efquires 
be  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  by  this  Affembly  to  reprefent  the  People  of  this 
Colony  in  a  general  Congrefs  of  Reprefentatives  from  the  other  Colonies  at  fuch  Time 
and  place  as  fhall  be  agreed  upon  by  the  major  part  of  the  Committees  appointed  or 
to  be  appointed  by  the  Colonies  in  general. 

That  they  confult  and  advife  with  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  other  Colonies  who 
fhall  meet  in  fuch  Congrefs  upon  a  loyal  and  dutiful  Petition  and  Remonftrance  to  be 
prefented  to  his  Majefty  as  the  united  Voice  of  his  faithful  Subjects  in  America  fetting 
forth  the  grievances  they  labour  under,  and  praying  his  gracious  Interpofition  for 
their  Relief:  And  that  in  Cafe  a  major  part  of  the  Reprefentatives  of  all  the  Colonies 
fhall  agree  upon  fuch  Petition  and  Remonftrance  they  be  empowered  to  fign  the  fame 
on  behalf  of  this  Colony. 

57  That  they  alfo  confult  upon  all  fuch  reafonable  and  lawful  Meafures  as  may  be 
expedient  for  the  Colonies,  in  an  united  Manner  to  perfue  in  Order  to  procure  a  Redrefs 
of  their  Grievances,  and  to  afcertain  and  eftablifh  their  Rights  and  Liberties. 

That  they  alfo  endeavor  to  Procure  a  regular  annual  Convention  of  Reprefenta- 
tives from  all  the  Colonies  to  confider  of  Proper  Means  for  the  prefervation  of  the 
Rights  and  Liberties  of  the  Colonies. 

That  the  Speaker  of  the  lower  Houfe  tranfmit  as  foon  as  may  be  Copies  of  thefe 
Refolutions  to  the  prefent  or  late  Speakers  of  the  refpective  Houf es  of  Reprefentatives 
of  all  the  Britifh  Colonies  upon  the  Continent. 

a  true  Copy  duly  examined 

Witnefs  HENRY  WARD,  Sec*. 

yiortb  Carolina. 

North  Carolina1  June  ax.  1774. 
GENTLEMEN, 

We  have  been  favoured  with  yours  of  the  31s'  of  May  laft  accompanied  with  feveral 
Letters  and  Papers  relative  to  the  unhappy  Divifions  which  now  prevail  between  Great 
Britain  and  the  Colonies  and  the  ruinous  Condition  on  which  the  Town  of  Bofton  is  in- 
volved as  a  recent  Confequence  of  them. 

We  fincerely  fympathize  in  the  Diftrefs  of  that  brave  People,  and  mourn  over  it,  as 
over  the  Common  Caufe  of  America.  We  conceive  this  Attempt  made  on  their  natural 
and  Conftitutional  Rights  as  a  Prefage  to  a  fimilar  or  more  flagrant  Violation  of  the  Rights 
of  the  reft  of  the  Colonies,  and  that  upon  the  Succefs  of  this  in  a  great  Meafure  depends  the 
fate  of  American  Liberty.  We  are  of  the  Opinion  that  the  Method  propofed  by  you  of  a 
sg  general 
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general  Congrefs  to  be  held  by  Deputies  from  the  different  Colonies,  will  be  an  expedient 
calculated  to  produce  that  Union  in  Pradice  and  Sentiment  which  is  neceffary  to  give 
Succefs  to  the  Meafures  which  may  be  adopted  as  Regulations  for  their  Condud  at  this 
critical  Or  a.  as  this  cannot  be  effected  but  by  a  Convention  of  the  Representatives  of  the 
feveral  Provinces  from  whom  fuch  a  Deputation  muft  proceed,  we  think  that  the  Condud 
purfued  by  the  late  Reprefentatives  of  Virginia  is  worthy  Imitation,  where  the  Governors 
of  the  feveral  Provinces  in  Obedience  to  minifterial  Inftrudions  or  of  their  own  Accord 
fhall  decline  to  convene  the  People  in  their  legiflative  Capacity. 

We  had  been  happy  if  we  had  been  now  fully  authorized  to  (peak  the  General  Senfe 
of  the  People  of  this  Province,  Be  affured  that  we  will  with  all  PoffMe  Expedition  ufe  the 
beft  Means  to  obtain  it.  Shoidd  not  our  Affembly  meet  on  the  26"'  of  July,  to  which  Time 
it  now  ftands  prorogued,  we  fhall  endeavour  in  fome  other  Manner  to  colled  the  Repre- 
fentatives of  the  People,  and  fhall  immediately  afterwards  tranfmit  to  you  what  may  be  the 
Refult  of  their  Deliberations. 

In  the  mean  Time  we  have  the  fulleft  Confidence  that  the  Share  which  they  may  take 
in  this  important  Controvcrfy,  will  not  be  unworthy  of  men,  who  have  ever  been  facredly 
retentive  of  their  Conftitutional  Rights,  &  defirous  to  hand  them  unimpaired  to  Pofterity. 

They  will,  we  flatter  ourfelves  concur  with  you,  that  the  beft  expedient  to  bring  about 
Reconciliation  with  the  Mother  Country  and  her  Colonies,  will  be  to  put  a  flop  to  all  com-  w 
mercial  Intercourfe  with  her  and  the  Weft  Indies,  and  thus  to  carry  home  to  Great  Britain 
the  Calamitous  Confequence  of  her  own  Meafures. 

We  cannot  enough  applaud  the  generous  Spirit  exhibited  by  the  Colony  of  Virginia 
upon  this  Emergency  and  wifh  the  Example  may  be  as  diffufive  as  it  is  truly  laudable. 

We  are  with  great  Refped 

Gent,  y'  mo:  ob'.  hbu  Sev's. 

Holm  Tfarvey.  Robert  "3fowe.  (Torn.  Tfamett. 

TEow&.  Vail.  Sam.  3ohnston.  Will  3foop«r. 

3ohn  ~\sbc  "3oscpb  TKcwc*. 


5lew  Vork. 


New  York1  June  24.  1774. 


GENTLEMEN, 

We  had  the  honor  of  your  Letter  of  the  28"".  May  inclofing  a  Copy  of  the  Proceedings 
of  your  Houfe  of  Burgeffes  before  their  Diffolution,  and  the  Affociation  figned  by  eighty 
nine  Members  after  the  Houfe  was  diffolved;  the  inclofed  Copy  of  our  Letter'  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Correfpondence  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  in 
one  of  which  we  herewith  fend  you  a  Copy,  will  convey  to  you  our  Sentiments  of  a  General 
Congrefs,  and  of  the  Powers  with  which  we  conceive  ourfelves  invefted  by  the  general  Affembly 
of  this  Colony.  We  fhall  be  very  happy  to  be  made  acquainted  with  Opinion  of  your 
late  Reprefentatives  on  the  prefent  Pofture  of  American  Affairs,  and  fhall  with  Pleafure 
receive  their  Sentiments  on  thefe  Subjeds. 

We  are  with  great  Refped,  gent.  y'.  mo:  ob'.  S  . 

"3obn  <£rugcr.  IFrcb.  "Philips,         3&enJ.  Seaman.        3as.  3aunce;. 

3ames  TDelancy.       3acob  Walton.         Simon  3&oerum.      "3>anl.  IKissam. 

Zebn.  Williams.  3cbn  3lapalje. 

late  Zeb.  Seaman. 

P.  S.  Since  writing  the  foregoing  the  gentlemen  of  our  Committee  returned  to  their 
Home,  we  received  the  Letter  and  Refolves  from  the  Speaker  of  the  late  Affembly  of  Bofton 
and  the  Speaker  of  the  Affembly  of  Rhode  Ifland.  Copies  of  which  we  have  the  honor 
here  to  inclofed  you. 

This  Letter  &  thefe  Refolves  were  before  received  by  the  Committee,  from  Bofton  & 
being  already  entered  are  here  omitted. 

Letter  to  Bofton  inclofed.  3 

New 
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New  York  24.  June  1774. 
GENTLEMEN, 

We  have  your  Letter  of  June  the  4th  before  us,  inclofing  the  Refolves  of  your  Affembly 
and  a  Letter  to  the  Committee  of  Correfpondence  of  Bofton,  and  we  agree  with  you  that  at 
this  alarming  Juncture,  a  general  Congress  of  Deputies  from  the  feveral  Colonies  would  be 
a  very  expedient  and  falutary  Meafure.  Such  a  Congrefs  confifting  of  men  of  Coolnefs, 
Prudence  and  U nderftanding,  would  we  conceive,  be  the  beft  Means  under  Providence  of 
restoring  that  Peace  and  Harmony  between  Great  Britain  &  her  Colonies,  which  is  the 
fureft  Foundation  of  Happinefs  to  both,  and  which  every  good  Man,  every  Wellwifher  to 
his  Country  ought  to  labour  ftrenoufly  to  eftablifh.  We  are  forry  therefore  that  we  are 
not  fufficiently  impowered  to  take  any  Steps  in  Relation  to  fo  falutary  a  Meafure;  for  we 
are  a  Committee  of  Correfpondence  only,  &  canot  confidently  with  good  Order  and  Pro- 
priety interfere  in  a  Matter  of  fuch  Importance,  without  the  Appointment  and  Concurrence 
of  our  whole  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  after  what  has  been  faid,  it  would  be  needlefs  to  men- 
61  Hon  anything  about  the  Place  of  meeting,  only  this,  that  if  the  other  Colonies  who  may 
have  Authority  for  fo  doing  fhould  meet  in  Congrefs,  in  or  near  this  City  we  fhall  moft 
gladly  and  willingly  affift  with  our  Advice  &c.  if  neceffary,  which  circumftanced  as  we  are 
at  prefent,  is  all  we  are  enabled  to  do. 

We  fhould  be  glad  however  to  know  before  we  come  to  any  final  Determination  on 
this  Matter,  what  fteps  will  be  taken  by  the  other  Colonies,  who  are  in  the  fame  Situation 
with  us,  by  not  having  an  Opportunity  of  knowing  the  Sentiments  of  their  Houfes  of  Rep- 
refentatives; when  the  Meafures  propofed  to  be  adopted  by  them,  fhall  be  communicated 
to  us,  we  fhall  be  better  able  to  judge  what  plan  will  be  moft  likely  to  procure  a  Redrefs  of 
our  prefent  Grievances,  and  promote  the  Union  and  Profperity  of  the  Mother  Country 
and  the  Colonies,  and  we  expect  daily  to  receive  Accounts  of  thefe  Matters,  of  which  we 
fhall  fend  you  tlie  mofl  early  Intelligence.     We  are  with  great  efteem,  Gentlemen, 

Your  moft  ob'.  Servants 

Hol)it  Cruder.  Ha:  Uaunce?.  Tred.  "pblUps. 

~3as.  IPelance;.  Jacob  Walton.  Simon  !fto<trum. 

3ol)n  3\apalje.  ~3>anl.  TKissam.  Z&bulon  Williams. 

3&en):  Seaman.  late  Zebulon  Seaman. 

To  the  Committee  of  Correfpondence 
of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut. 


32tar;lan6. 


Annapolis2  26.  June  1774. 


GENTLEMEN, 

The  inclofed  Refolutions,  which  we  are  directed  to  communicate,  contain  the  Senfe 
of  this  Province  of  a  Union  and  general  Plan  of  Conduct,  in  Defence  of  the  Liberties  of 
K  America,  in  the  prefent  dangerous  and  truly  alarming  Crifis. — We  feel  ourfelves  happy 
in  the  firm  and  fteady  Spirit  which  animates  the  People  of  this  Province  to  purfue  thofe 
Means,  which  they  judge  the  moft  fpeedy  and  effectual  to  prevent  the  fall  of  Bofton  and 
the  Maffachufetts  Government,  and  by  fuch  prevention  to  fave  America  from  Deftruction. 

It  is  our  moft  fervent  Wifh  and  fanguine  Hope,  that  your  Colony  has  the  fame  Difpo- 
fition  &  Spirit,  and  that  by  a  general  Congrefs  fuch  a  plan  may  be  ftruck  out,  as  may  effectu- 
ally accomplifh  the  grand  Object  in  View. 

We  are  alfo  directed  to  propofe  that  the  general  Congrefs  be  held  at  the  City  of  Phila- 
delphia, the  twentieth  of  September  next.  The  Limits  of  our  Province  and  the  Number 
of  its  Inhabitants,  compared  with  yours,  afforded  an  Opportunity  of  collecting  our  general 
Senfe,  before  the  Sentiments  of  your  Colony  could  be  regularly  afcertained;  and  therefore, 
as  this  Province  had  the  firft  Opportunity,  it  has  taken  the  Liberty  of  making  the  firft  Propo- 
fition. 

We 
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We  requeft  that  you  will  forward  our  Rcfolutions  to  the  Colonies  Southward  of  you. — 
If  any  Circumftance  unknown  to  us  fhould  render  the  Time  or  Place  inconvenient  to 
your  Colony,  you  will  oblige  us  by  advifing  us  of  it,  as  foon  as  poffible,  and  mentioning  a 
Time  and  Place  more  agreeable. 

We  fhall  be  thankful  for  a  fpeedy  Communication  of  every  Thing  you  may  think  of 
Consequence. 

We  are  Gentlemen  with  the  utmoft  RefpeA 

your  moft  obedient  Serv'. 

ohcmas  3obnson.  3uitr.  VOm.  ~$3aca. 

tftobt  <Bol6sborougb.  Saml.  iZbase.. 

The  Refolutions1  are  filed  with  the  Letter. 

5Has5acbusctts. 

Province  of  Maffachufetts  Bay  June  17.  1774. 
SIR, 

Agreeable  to  the  Directions  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  in  this  Province,  I  have  the 
honor  to  transmit  you  a  Copy  of  certain  Refolves  they  entered  into  in  their  prefent  Seffion, 
by  which  you  will  perceive  that  it  is  their  Opinion  that  a  meeting  of  Committees  from  the 
feveral  Colonies  on  this  Continent  is  highly  expedient  and  neceffary,  &  that  they  propofe 
that  fuch  Meeting  be  at  the  City  of  Philadelphia  on  the  firft  day  of  September  next,  and 
that  for  the  purpofes  mentioned  in  faid  Refolves,  they  have  appointed  a  Committee  of  five 
on  the  Part  of  this  Province,  whom  they  have  direAed  to  repair  to  Philadelphia  at  the  Time 
before  mentioned. 

As  this  appears  to  be  a  Meafure  abfolutely  neceffary  for  the  Eftablifhment  of  the  Rights 
and  Liberties  of  the  Colonies  upon  a  juft  and  folid  Foundation  &  for  the  Reftoration  of 
Union  &  Harmony  between  both  Countries,  it  is  not  doubted  but  it  will  be  agreed  to  in  your 
Colony,  if  it  fhould,  it  is  defired  that  as  early  Notice  as  poffible  might  be  tranfmitted  to 

your  mo:  ob'.  humble  Serv'. 
The  Honble  The  Speaker  of  the  obomas  (Tushing 

Honble  Houfe  of  Burgeffes  Speaker, 

of  the  Colony  of  Virginia.  Refolves  inclofed.2 

Province  of  Maffachufetts  Bay. 
In  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  June  17'*.  1774. 

This  Houfe  having  duly  confidered  and  being  deeply  affected  with  the  unhappy 
Differences  which  have  long  fubfifted  and  are  increafing  between  Great  Britain  and  the 
American  Colonies,  do  Refolve  that  a  Meeting  of  Committees  from  the  feveral  Colonies 
on  this  Continent  is  highly  expedient  and  neceffary  to  confult  upon  the  prefent  State 
of  the  Colonies,  and  the  Miferies  to  which  they  are  and  muft  be  reduced  by  the  Opera- 
tion of  certain  Acts  of  Parliament  refpecting  America;  and  to  deliberate  &  determine 
upon  wife  and  proper  Meafures,  to  be  by  them  recommended  to  all  the  Colonies  for  the 
Recovery  and  Eftablifhment  of  their  Juft  Rights  &  Liberties  civil  and  religious;  and 
the  Reftoration  of  Union  &  Harmony  between  Great  Britain  and  the  Colonies,  moft 
ardently  defired  by  all  good  Men. 

Therefore  Refolved  that  the  honorable  James  Bowdoin,  Ef quire,  the  honorable 
Thomas  Cufhing  Efq ;,  Mr  Samuel  Adams,  John  Adams  &  Robert  Treat  Paine,  Efquires, 
be  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  a  Committee  on  the  part  of  this  Province  for  the 
purpofes  aforefaid,  any  three  of  whom  to  be  a  Quorum,  to  meet  fuch  Committees  or 
Delegates  from  the  other  Colonies,  as  have  been  or  may  be  appointed,  either  by  their 
refpective  Houfes  of  Burgeffes  or  Reprefentatives,  or  by  Convention  or  by  the  Commit- 
tees of  Correfpondence,  appointed  by  the  refpective  Houfes  of  Affembly  in  the  City 
of  Philadelphia  or  any  other  Place  that  fhall  be  judged  moft  fuitable  by  the  Committees, 
on  the  firft  Day  of  September  next;    and  that  the  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  be  directed, 

in 
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in  a  Letter  to  the  Speakers  of  the  Houfes  of  Burgeffes  or  Reprefentatives  in  the  feveral 
Colonies,  to  inform  them  of  the  Subftance  of  thefe  Refolves. 

a  true  Copy  Att:  SAM'.  ADAMS  Cler. 

"Pennsylvania. 

«6  Philadelphia1  July  i.  1774. 

GENTLEMEN, 

Your  favor  requesting  that  we  would  communicate  our  Sentiments  on  the  unhappy 
Difpute  with  the  Mother  Country,  has  been  duly  attended  to. 

We  cannot  confider  the  late  Measures  in  Parliament  in  any  other  Light  than  as  an 
additional  Proof  of  a  Resolution  in  the  mother  State  to  draw  a  Revenue  from  the  Subject 
in  America,  without  his  Confent.  And  on  this  principle  we  conclude,  that  every  Britifh 
American  Colony  will  efteem  themselves  intimately  concerned  in  it.  Under  this  Idea  of 
the  Intention  of  Parliament,  it  certainly  behoves  us  cooly  and  difpaffionately  to  meditate 
on  the  Consequences  and  to  leave  no  rational  or  probable  Means  uneffayed  to  avoid  them, 
and  to  obtain  that  Relief  which  our  Rights  as  Englifh  Subjects  entitle  us  to  demand. 

What  thofe  Means  ought  to  be,  we  think  the  feveral  Branches  of  the  American  Legisla- 
tures, in  which  the  People  are  constitutionally  represented,  and  who  are  vefted  with  their 
whole  Powers  ought  to  determine.  We  therefore  only  prefume  to  give  our  private  Senti- 
ments, which  muft  ever  be  fubject  to  the  Amendment  and  controul  of  the  Body  of  which  we 
are  only  Members,  when  we  again  mix  with  them. 

We  earnestly  hope  and  recommend  that  the  great  Caufe  of  American  Rights  may  be 
left  to  the  management  of  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  People  in  every  Colony  as  they  alone 
are  vefted  with  a  conftitutional  Power  of  enquiring  into  and  redreffing  thofe  Aggnevances 
under  which  the  Subject  may  at  any  time  be  oppreffed.  Until  this  Meafure  fhall  be 
fairly  attempted,  and  a  Failure  fhall  enfue,  we  cannot  conceive  the  prefent  Difpute  between 
K  Great  Britain  and  the  Colonies  can  with  any  Propriety  or  Prudence  by  any  other  Perfons 
whatever,  or  that  in  other  hands  any  good  Confequences  can  be  rationally  expected.  And 
as  we  are  in  a  State  of  Society  where  Order,  Reafon  and  Policy  ought  to  prevail,  every 
Meafure  which  can  only  ferve  to  irritate  and  not  Convince;  every  Act  of  Violence  or  even 
the  Appearance  of  it,  fhould  be  carefully  avoided,  as  they  cannot  under  our  prefent  Cir- 
cumftances  obtain  us  that  Relief  we  defire,  and  have  a  Right  to  expect,  but  on  the  contrary 
may  involve  all  America  in  Difficulties  which  no  after  Wifdom  or  Prudence  can  surmount. 

A  Congrefs  of  Delegates,  chofen  either  by  the  Reprefentatives  in  Affembly  or  by  them 
in  Convention,  appears  to  us  the  firft  proper  Step  to  be  taken.  Nor  are  we  dubious,  but 
that  it  may  be  happily  effected  in  a  fhort  Time,  fhould  calm  &  prudent  Meafures  be  pur- 
fued  to  obtain  it.  In  this  Congrefs  compofed  of  the  Reprefentatives,  conftitutionally  chofen, 
of  all  concerned,  and  who  would  of  Courfe  act  with  Weight  &  Authority,  fomething  might 
be  produced  by  their  united  Wifdom,  to  afcertain  our  Rights,  and  eftablifh  a  Political 
Union  between  the  two  Countries  with  the  Affent  of  both,  which  would  effectually  fecure 
to  Americans  their  future  Rights  and  Privileges.  Any  thing  fhort  of  this  will  leave  the 
Colonies  in  their  prefent  precarious  State,  difunited  among  themfelves,  unfettled  in  their 
Rights,  ignorant  of  their  Duties,  &  deftitute  of  that  Connection  with  Great  Britain,  which 
is  indifpenfably  neceffary  to  the  Safety  &  Happinefs  of  both. 

We  are,  with  great  Regard,  your  affured  Friends 

Doscpb  (Bttllowaj      In  behalf  of 
Sam :  3\r>oa5s  the  Committee 

Souti)  Carolina. 

Cha8.  Town  S°.  Carolina2  Jidy  8th.  1774. 
67  GENTLEMEN, 

I  am  ordered  by  the  moft  numerous  Meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Colony,  that 
was  ever  convened  together,  fince  our  unhappy  Differences  with  the  mother  Country,  to 
tranfmit  you  a  Copy  of  their  Refolutions. 

Under 
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Under  the  fulleft  Perfuaflon  that  you  will  readily  concur  in  every  neceffary  Meafure 
that  can  be  fallen  upon  for  restoring  to  Britifh  America  her  juft  Rights  &  Liberties. 
I  am,  Gentlemen,  your  mo:  ob'.  humb:  Serv'. 

<B.  <&.  "powell.  Chairman. 
The  printed  Refolutions*  inclofed  are  filed  with  the  Letter. 

"Pennsylvania. 

Philadelphia2  July  25.  1774. 
GENTLEMEN, 

As  Meff".  Dickenfon  and  Read  are  both  out  of  Town,  I  am  directed  to  inform  you 
that  our  Affembly  met  laft  Week  and  appointed  Deputies  to  attend  the  Congrefs. 

I  have  likewife  the  honor  to  inclofe  you  the  Refolves  and  Instructions  drawn  up  by  the 
provincial  Committee,  by  which  you  will  fee  the  Senfe  of  this  Province. 

I  am  Gent.  yr.  humb.  S'. 

<£bas.  obomsott. 

The  printed  Inftructions1  and  Refolutions  are  filed  with  the  Letter. 

Mtarylano. 

Annapolis  10th.  Aug.  1774. 
GENTLEMEN, 

Your  Letter  of  the  fourth  Inf.  was  delivered  to  us  early  this  Morning,  and  tliat  for 
Mr  Thomfon  was  immediately  difpatched  with  our  Concurrence  in  the  Time  and  Place 
propofed  by  your  Colony  and  South  Carolina  for  holding  the  Congrefs. 
We  are  Gent,  with  the  greateft  Refpect,  y'.  mo:  ob'.  S's. 

"Obos.  3obtison,  "3unr. 
Wm,  ""paca. 
Sam:  Chase. 
Stew  TIersev. 

Elizabeth  Town,,1  July  25"'.  1774. 
GENTLEMEN, 

Purfuant  to  an  Order  of  the  Committees  of  the  feveral  Counties  of  the  Colony  of 
New  Jerfey  convened  at  New  Brunfwick;  We  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  you,  that  they 
have  appointed  us  Delegates  to  reprefent  this  Province  in  the  General  Congrefs,  and  that 
we  are  ordered  to  attend  the  fame,  at  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  on  the  fir  ft  of  September 
next,  or  at  fuch  other  time  and  Place  as  may  be  agreed  upon;  you  will  be  pleafed  to  inform 
the  Delegates  of  your  Colony  thereof,  and  let  any  Letters  intended  for  us,  be  directed  to 
Stephen  Crane  efquire)  at  Elizabeth  Town;  Sincerely  wifhing  the  Congrefs  may  be  pro- 
ductive of  the  important  End  propofed 

We  are,  gentlemen,  your  mo:  ob'.  S". 

"3obn  ~3)e  "Jfart  for  himself  & 

Stephen  Crane 

3ames  3Clnsev 

Will :  Livingston  & 

3ticbo.  Smith  the  other  Delegates. 

'Pennsylvania. 

Philadelphia1  July  24.  1774. 
SIR; 

By  Order  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  of  Pennfylvania,  /  have  the  honor  to  inclose 
a  Copy  of  certain  Refolutions  entered  into  by  them  refpecting  the  prefent  alarming  State 
of  the  Colonies,  and  appointing  a  Committee  to  meet  the  Committees  of  the  other  Colonies 
in  Congrefs. 

I  am,  with  great  Refpect,  Sir, 

Yr.  mo:  ob'.  S'. 

3oseph  (Ballowav1  Speaker. 
Refolutions3  filed  with  the  Letter.  In 

1  Miffing.  *  Committee  of  Correfpondence  Papers,  1774. 
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In    Assembly. 
PENNSYLVANIA, 

July  22"'',  1774,  A.  M. 

The  Houfe  taking  into  their  moft  ferious  Confideration  the  unfortunate  Differences, 
which  have  long  fubfifted  between  Great  Britain  and  the  American  Colonies,  and  have 
been  greatly  increafed  by  the  Operation  &  Effects  of  divers  late  Acts  of  the  Britifh 
Parliament 

Refolved, 

That  there  is  an  absolute  Necessity  that  a  Congress  of  Deputies  from  the  feveral 
Colonies,  be  held  as  foon  as  conveniently  may  be,  to  confult  together  upon  the  prefent 
unhappy  State  of  the  Colonies,  and  to  form  and  adopt  a  Plan  for  the  Purposes  of  ob- 
taining a  Redrefs  of  American  Grievances,  afcertaining  American  Rights  upon  the 
moft  folid,  conftitutional  Principles,  and  for  eftablifhing  that  Union  &  Harmony  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  the  Colonies,  which  is  indifpenfably  neceffary  to  the  Welfare 
and  Happinefs  of  both,  Therefore — 
Refolved, 

That  the  Hon1'1'  Joseph  Galloway,  Speaker,  Samuel  Rhoads,  Thomas  Mifflin,  Charles 
Humphreys,  John  Worton,  George  Rofs  and  Edward  Biddle,  Efquires,  be,  and  they  are 
hereby  appointed  a  Committee  on  the  part  of  this  Province  for  the  Purpofes  aforefaid ; 
and  that  they  or  any  four  of  them,  do  meet  fuch  Committees  or  Delegates,  as  have  been, 
or  may  be  appointed  either  by  their  refpective  Houfes  of  Reprefentatives,  or  by  Con- 
vention, or  by  the  Provincial  or  Colony  Committees,  at  fuch  Time  &  Place  as  fhall  be 
generally  agreed  on  by  fuch  Committees ;  and  that  the  Speaker  of  this  Houfe  be  directed 
in  a  Letter  to  the  Speakers  of  the  Houfes  of  Reprefentatives  of  the  other  Colonies,  to 
inform  them  of  thefe  Refolves. 

Extract  from  the  Journals 
CHA3  MOORE,  C* 

of  Affembly. 
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B  u  rgeff  e  s. 


Accomac 

Albemarle 

Amelia 

Amherft 

Augufta 

Bedford 

Berkeley 

Botetourt 

Brunfwick 

Buckingham 

Caroline 

Charles  City 

Charlotte 

Chefterfield 

Culpeper 

Cumberland 

Dinwiddie 

Dunmore 

EHzabeth  City 

Effex 

Fairfax 


Southey  Simpfon 
Isaac  Smith 

Thomas  Jefferfon'' 
John  Walker 

John  Tabb 
John  Winn 

William  Cabell,  Jr. 
♦Jofeph  Cabell 

♦George  Matthews 
Samuel  McDowell 

♦Charles  Lynch 
John  Talbot 

Robert  Rutherford 
♦John  Hite 

Andrew  Lewis 
John  Bowyer 

♦Frederick  Maclin 
Henry  Tazewell 

John  Nicholas 
Anthony  Winfton 

James  Taylor 
♦Edmund  Pendleton 

♦Benjamin  Harrifon 
William  Acrill 

Paul  Carrington 
James  Speed 

Archibald  Cary 
♦Benjamin  Watkins 

Henry  Pendleton 
Henry  Field,  Jr. 

William  Fleming 
John  Mayo 

John  Banifter 
John  Ruffin 

♦Francis  Slaughter 
Abraham  Bird 

Henry  King 
Worlich  Weftwood 

James  Edmundfon 
Meriwether  Smith 

♦George  Wafhington 
Charles  Broadwater 


*Not  fhown  by  the  Journal  to  have  been  prefent 


Fauquier 

Frederick 

Fincaftle 

Gloucefter 

Goochland 

Halifax 

Hampfhire 

Hanover 

Henrico 

Me  of  Wight 

James  City 

Jameftown 
King  &  Queen 

King  George 

King  William 

Lancafter 

Loudoun 

Louifa 

Lunenburg 

Mecklenburg 

Middlefex 

Nanfemond 

during  the  Session. 


James  Marfhall 
♦James  Scott 

James  Wood 
Ifaac  Zane 

William  Chriftian 
Stephen  Trigg 

Thomas  Whiting 
Lewis  Burwell 

John  Woodfon 

Thomas  Mann  Randolph 

Nathaniel  Terry 
Mica j  ah  Watkins 

James  Mercer 
Jofeph  Nevill 

♦Patrick  Henry,  Jr. 
John  Syme 

Richard  Adams 
Samuel  DuVal 

John  S.  Wills 
John  Day 

Robert  C.  Nicholas 
William  Norvell 

Champion  Travis 

George  Brooke 
George  Lyne 

Jofeph  Jones 
William  Fitzhugh 

Carter  Braxton 
William  Aylett 

James  Selden 
Charles  Carter 

Francis  Peyton 
Jofias  Clapham 

♦Thomas  Johnfon 
Thomas  Walker 

♦Richard  Claiborne 
Thomas  Pettus 

Robert  Munford 
♦Matthew  Marrable 

Edmund  Berkeley 
James  Montagu 

Lemuel  Riddick 
Willis  Riddick 


New  Kent  Burwell  Baffett 

Bartholomew  Dandridge 

Norfolk  Thomas  Newton,  Jr. 

James  Holt 

Norfolk  Borough  Jofeph  Hutchings 

Northampton       John  Burton 
John  Bowdoin 

Northumberland  Peter  P.  Thornton 
*Rodham  Kenner 
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Richmond 


Orange 
Pittfylvania 


*Thomas  Barbour 
James  Taylor 

♦Peter  Perkins 
Benjamin  Lankford 


Prince  Edward     *Peter  Legrand 
William  Bibb 


Prince  George 


Richard  Bland 
Peter  Poythrefs 


Prince  William     Henry  Lee 

♦Thomas  Blackburn 


Princefs  Anne 


♦William  Robinson 
♦Christopher  Wright 


Southampton 

Spotfylvania 

Stafford 

Surry 

Suffex 

Warwick 

Weftmoreland 

William  and 
Mary  College 

Williamfburg 

York 


*  Not  fhown  by  the  Journal  to  have  been  prefent  during  the  Session, 
t  Spelled  Bleau  in  Virginia  Almanac,  1775. 


Robert  Wormley  Carter 
Francis  Lightfoot  Lee 

Edwin  Gray 
Henry  Taylor 

George  Stubblefield 
Mann  Page,  Jr. 

Charles  Carter 
Thomas  Ludwell  Lee? 

Allen  Cocke 
Nicholas  Faulcon,  Jr. 

David  Mafon 
fMichael  Blow 

William  Harwood 
William  Langhorne 

♦Richard  Henry  Lee 
Richard  Lee 

John  Randolph 

Peyton  Randolph 

Dudley  Digges 
Thomas  Nelfon,  Jr. 


Changes  in   the   Perfonnel,    1775. 

Augusta  George  Matthews  fucceeded  Andrew  Lewis 

Dinwiddie  John  Ruffin  fucceeded  Robert  Boiling 

Northampton  John  Burton  fucceeded  Adiel  Milby 

Stafford  Thomas  Ludwell  Lee  fucceeded  John  Alexander? 


By  his  "Excellency,  the  Right  Honourable  13Jol)lt, 
Earl  of  ~3Dunmore,  his  Majefty's  Lieutenant  and  Gov- 
ernor General  of  the  Colony  and  Dominion  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  Vice  Admiral  of  the  fame: 


A  PROCLAMATION. 


Virginia,  to  wit: 


Whereas,  the  General  Affembly  is  fummoned  to  meet  on  Thurfday  the  eleventh  of 
next  Month,  but  I  find  no  urgent  Occafion  for  their  meeting  at  that  Time,  I  have  there- 
fore thought  fit,  by  this  Proclamation,  in  his  Majefty's  Name,  farther  to  prorogue  the 
faid  Affembly  to  the  firft  Thurfday  in  November  next. 

Given  under  my  Hand  and  the  Seal  of  the  Colony,  at  Williamfburg,  this  eighth 
Day  of  July,  in  the  fourteenth  Year  of  his  Majefty's  Reign. 

~2)unmore. 

GOD  SAVE  THE  KING. 


By  his  HExcellettC?,  the  Right  Honourable  3ol)tt, 
Earl  of  ~3)uitmore,  his  Majefty's  Lieutenant  and  Gov- 
ernor General  of  the  Colony  and  Dominion  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  Vice  Admiral  of  the  fame: 


A  PROCLAMATION. 


Virginia,  to  wit 


Whereas,  the  General  Affembly  ftands  prorogued  to  this  Day,  but  it  is  neceffary 
that  they  fhould  be  further  prorogued,  I  have  therefore  thought  fit  by  and  with  the 
Content  and  Advice  of  the  Council  by  this  Proclamation  in  his  Majefty's  Name  to  pro- 
rogue the  faid  Affembly  to  Monday  the  feventh  of  this  Month;  at  which  Time  their 
Attendance  is  required  at  the  Capitol  in  the  City  of  Williamfburg,  for  the  Difpatch  of 
Public  Bufinefs. 

Given  under  my  Hand  and  the  Seal  of  the  Colony  at  Williamfburg  the  third  Day 
of  Novetnber  in  the  fifteenth  Year  of  his  Majefty's  Reign. 

~2>unmore. 

GOD  SAVE  THE  KING. 


By  his  HExcelUltC?,  the  Right  Honourable  *!3ol)lt, 
Earl  of  "U)lutmore,  his  Majefty's  Lieutenant  and  Gov- 
ernor General  of  the  Colony  and  Dominion  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  Vice  Admiral  of  the  fame: 


A  PROCLAMATION. 


Virginia,  to  wit: 


Whereas,  the  General  Affembly  ftands  prorogued  to  this  Day,  but  it  is  neceffary 
that  they  fhould  be  farther  prorogued,  I  have  therefore  thought  fit,  by  and  with  the 
Content  and  Advice  of  his  Majefty's  Council,  by  this  Proclamation  in  his  Majefty's 
Name  to  prorogue  the  faid  Affembly  to  Thurfday  the  tenth  Day  of  this  Month,  at  which 
Time  their  Attendance  is  required  at  the  Capitol  in  the  City  of  Williamfburg,  for  the 
Dif patch  of  Public  Bufinefs. 

Given  under  my  Hand  and  the  Seal  of  the  Colony  at  Williamfburg  aforefaid  this 
feventh  Day  of  November  in  the  fifteenth  Year  of  his  Majefty's  Reign. 

T)unmore« 

GOD  SAVE  THE  KING. 


By  his  TExcelleitC?.  the  Right  Honourable  3ol)rt, 
Earl  of  TDuttmore,  his  Majefty's  Lieutenant  and  Gov- 
ernor General  of  the  Colony  and  Dominion  of  Vir- 
ginia* and  Vice  Admiral  of  the  fame : 


A  PROCLAMATION. 


Virginia,  to  wit: 

Whereas,  the  General  Affembly  ftands  prorogued  to  this  Day,  but  it  is  neceffary 
that  they  fhould  be  farther  prorogued ;  I  have  therefore  thought  fit,  by  and  with  the 
Confent  and  Advice  of  his  Majefty's  Council,  by  this  Proclamation  in  his  Majefty's 
Name  to  prorogue  the  faid  Affembly  to  the  firft  Thurfday  in  February  next ;  at  which 
Time  their  Attendance  is  required  at  the  Capitol  in  the  City  of  Williamfburg,  for  the 
Difpatch  of  Public  Bufinefs. 

Given  under  my  Hand  and  the  Seal  of  the  Colony  at  Williamfburg  aforefaid  this 
tenth  Day  of  November  in  the  fifteenth  Year  of  his  Majefty's  Reign. 

~3)unmore. 


GOD  SAVE  THE  KING. 


By  his  HExcellettC?,  the  Right  Honourable  'Soljlt, 
Earl  of  "IDunmore,  his  Majefty's  Lieutenant  and  Gov- 
ernor General  of  the  Colony  and  Dominion  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  Vice  Admiral  of  the  fame : 


A  PROCLAMATION. 


Virginia,  to  wit: 


Whereas,  the  General  Affembly  ftands  prorogued  to  the  flrft  Thurfday  in  the  next 
Month ;  but  it  is  judged  expedient  that  they  fhould  be  farther  prorogued :  I  have  there- 
fore ;  thought  proper,  by  and  with  the  Confent  and  Advice  of  his  Majefty's  Council,  by 
this  Proclamation,  in  his  Majefty's  Name,  farther  to  prorogue  the  faid  Affembly  to  the 
firft  Thurfday  in  May  next. 

Given  under  my  Hand,  and  the  Seal  of  the  Colony  this  nineteenth  Day  of  Jan- 
uary, in  the  fifteenth  Year  of  his  Majefty's  Reign. 

~3)unmore. 

GOD  SAVE  THE  KING. 


By  his  HExcelleitC?,  the  Right  Honourable  ^O^n, 
Earl  of  "IDuitmore,  his  Majefty's  Lieutenant  and  Gov- 
ernor General  of  the  Colony  and  Dominion  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  Vice  Admiral  of  the  fame: 


A  PROCLAMATION. 


Virginia,  to  wit: 


Whereas,  the  General  Affembly  ftands  prorogued  to  the  firft  Thurfday  in  the  next 
month,  but  it  is  judged  expedient  that  they  be  farther  prorogued,  I  have  therefore 
thought  fit,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  the  Council,  by  this  Proclamation,  in  his  Majefty's 
Name,  to  prorogue  the  faid  Affembly  to  the  firft  Thurfday  in  September  next. 

Given  under  my  hand,  and  the  seal  of  the  Colony,  at  Williamfburg,  this  eigh- 
teenth day  of  April,  in  the  fifteenth  Year  of  his  Majefty's  Reign. 

~2Dunmore. 

GOD  SAVE  THE  KING. 


By  his  HExcelleitC?,  the  Right  Honourable  3ol)lt, 
Earl  of  TDunmore,  his  Majefty's  Lieutenant  and  Gov- 
ernor General  of  the  Colony  and  Dominion  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  Vice  Admiral  of  the  fame: 


A  PROCLAMATION. 


Virginia,  to  wit: 


Whereas,  the  General  Affembly  ftands  prorogued  to  the  firft  Thurfday  in  September 
next,  but  it  is  judged  expedient  and  neceffary  that  they  fhould  be  fooner  convened: 
I  have  therefore  thought  proper,  by  this  Proclamation,  in  his  Majefty's  Name,  to 
appoint  the  firft  Thurfday  in  the  next  Month  for  that  Purpofe;  at  which  Time  their 
Attendance  is  accordingly  required  at  the  Capitol,  in  the  City  of  Williamfburg,  for 
the  Dif patch  of  Public  Bufmefs. 

Given  under  my  Hand,  and  the  Seal  of  the  Colony,  at  Williamfburg,  aforefaid, 
this  twelfth  Day  of  May,  in  the  fifteenth  Year  of  his  Majefty's  Reign. 

TDunmore. 

GOD  SAVE  THE  KING. 


Virginia,  to  wit 


His  Excellency  JOHN,  Earl  of  DUNMORE,  his  Majefty's  Lieutenant  and 
Governor  General  of  the  Colony  and  Dominion  of  VIRGINIA,  and  Vice-Admiral  of 
the  fame  to  Thomas  Nelfon,  Richard  Corbin,  William  Byrd,  John  Tayloe,  Robert  Carter, 
Robert  Burwell,  Ralph  Wormley,  junior,  Efquires,  John  Camm  Clerk,  John  Page  and 
Gamin  Corbin,  Efquires,  Know  Ye  that,  by  virtue  of  the  Powers  and  Authorities  to  me 
granted  by  his  Majefty,  I  do  hereby  authorize  and  impower  you  the  faid  Thomas  Nelfon, 
Richard  Corbin,  William  Byrd,  John  Tayloe,  Robert  Carter,  Robert  Burwell,  Ralph  Worm- 
ley,  John  Camm,  John  Page  and  Gamin  Corbin  or  any  two  of  you  to  adminifter  the 
Oaths  appointed  by  Act  of  Parliament  to  be  taken  inftead  of  the  Oaths  of  Allegiance 
and  Supremacy,  the  Oath  appointed  to  be  taken  by  an  Act  of  Parliament,  made  in  the 
fixth  Year  of  the  Reign  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  King  GEORGE  the  third,  intituled 
"An  Ad1  for  altering  the  Oath  of  Abjuration,  and  the  affurance,  and  for  amending  fo  much 
"of  an  Ad  of  the  feventh  Year  of  her  late  Majefty  queen  Anne,  intituled,  An  Ad  for  the 
"improvement  of  the  Union  of  the  tmo  Kingdoms,  as  after  the  time  therein  limited  requires 
'  'the  delivery  of  certain  lifts  and  copies  therein  mentioned  to  Perfons  indided  of  high  Treafon , 
"or  mifprifion  of  Treason;"  asalfothe  Teft,  to  all  fuch  Perfons  as  are  or  f hall  be  returned 
to  ferve  in  this  prefent  General  Affembly,  as  Burgeffes,  as  alfo  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Houfe 
of  Burgeffes,  or  Clerks  of  any  of  the  Committees  of  the  faid  Houfe,  that  fhall  be  ap- 
pointed during  this  Seffion;  and  to  caufe  them  to  fubscribe  the  faid  laft  mentioned 
Oath,  as  alfo  the  Teft;  and  to  adminifter  the  Oath  of  Clerk  to  the  Clerk  of  the  faid 
Houfe,  and  alfo  to  the  Clerk  or  Clerks  of  the  Committees. 

Given  under  my  Hand  and  the  Seal  of  the  Colony  at  Williamsburg  the  firft  day  of 
June  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  Seventy  five  in  the  fifteenth  Year  of  the  Reign 
of  our  Sovereign  lord  King  George  the  third. 

~3)uitmore. 


>  Statutes  at  Large — England,  VI,  p.  712. 


232 


JOURNAL 


of  the 


House  of  B 


OUSE  OF  OURGESSES 


S^ENERAL  Affembly  begun  and  held  at  the  Capitol  in  the  City  of  WILLI  AMS- 

f  -_     BURG,  on  THURSDAY,  the  firft  day  of  JUNE,    in  the  fifteenth  Year  of  the 

V-#      Reign  of  our  Lord  GEORGE  the  third,  by  the  Grace  of  GOD,  of  GREAT 

BRITAIN,    FRANCE,   and  IRELAND,  King  defender  of    the   Faith,  &c. 

Annoque  Domini  One  thoufand  (even  hundred  and  Seventy  five. 

On  which  day,  being  the  firft  day  of  the  Meeting  of  this  General  Affembly  for  the 
dif patch  of  public  Bufinefs  purfuant  to  a  Proclamation  hereunto  annexed,  and  alfo  to 
the  Writs  which  had  iffued  for  that  purpofe,  his  Excellency  the  Right  honourable 
John  Earl  of  Dunmore,  his  Majefty's  Lieutenant  and  Governor  General  of  the  Colony 
and  Dominion  of  Virginia,  and  Vice-Admiral  of  the  fame,  having  made  a  Commiffion 
under  his  Hand,  and  the  Seal  of  the  Colony,  hereunto  alfo  annexed,  impowering  the 
Honourable  Thomas  N  elf  on,  Richard  Corbin,  William  Byrd,  John  Tayloe,  Robert  Carter, 
Robert  Burwell,  and  Ralph  Wormley  Efquires  John  Camm,  Clerk  and  John  Page  and 
Gawin  Corbin  Efquires,  to  adminifter  the  Oaths  appointed  to  be  taken  by  the  Members 
returned  to  ferve  in  the  General  Affembly,  before  they  go  into  the  Houfe  of  Burgeffes ; 
feveral  of  the  faid  Commiffioners  came  about  ten  of  the  Clock  into  the  Council  Chamber, 
where  the  faid  Oaths  are  ufually  taken,  and  George  Wythe,  Clerk  of  the  Houfe  of  Bur- 
geffes attending  according  to  his  Duty,  with  a  book,  containing  a  lift  of  the  Names  of 
fuch  Members  as  had  been  returned  to  ferve  in  the  General  Affembly  and  with  the 
233  Writs  for  electing  them  delivered  to  him  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Secretary's  Office ;  the  faid 
Commiffioners  adminiftered  the  faid  Oaths  to  fuch  of  the  faid  Members  of  the  Houfe 
of  Burgeffes  as  appeared :  which  being  done  the  Members  repaired  to  their  Seats  in  the 
Houfe  of  Burgeffes. 

After  which  a  Meffage  was  delivered  by  John  Blair,  Efquire,  Clerk  of  the  General 
Affembly : 

Gentlemen, 

The  Governor  commands  this  Houfe  to  attend  his  Excellency  immediately  in  the  Council 
Chamber. 

Accordingly  the  Houfe  went  up  to  attend  his  Excellency  in  the  Council  Chamber, 
where  his  Excellency  was  pleafed  to  fay  to  them. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Burgeffes, 

You  muft  return  again  to  your  Houfe,  and  immediately  proceed  to  the  choice  of  a 
Speaker. 

And  the  Houfe  being  returned; 

Henry  Lee,  Efquire,  one  of  the  Members  for  the  County  of  Prince  William,  ad- 
dreffing  himfelf  to  the  Clerk  (who  ftanding  up  pointed  to  him,  and  then  fat  down) 
moved  that  Peyton  Randolph,  Efquire,  fhould  take  the  Chair  of  this  Houfe,  as  Speaker, 
which  Office  he  had  before  filled  with  fuch  diftinguifhed  abilities,  fteadinefs  and  im- 
partiality as  had  given  entire  fatif faction  to  the  Public:  and  thereupon, 

M' 


[  174] 

Mr  Randolph  was  elected  without  oppofition,  and  was  taken  out  of  his  place  by  two 
Members,  who  led  from  thence  to  the  Chair ;  and  having  af cended  the  uppermof t  f tep ; 
and  ftanding  there,  Mr  Randolph  returned  his  thanks  to  the  Houfe  for  placing  him 
again  in  that  elevated  ftation ;  and  affured  them  that,  as  he  had  gained  their  favorable 
Opinion,  of  which  their  unanimous  fuffrages  on  this  and  other  occafions  were  a  Tefti-  234 
mony  equally  convincing  and  Honourable ;  fo  he  would  ftudioufly  endeavor  to  preferve 
it,  by  a  ftridt  attention  to,  and  faithful  difcharge  of,  his  duty  in  any  department  the 
Public  fhould  think  him  worthy  to  ferve  them  in ;  adding  that  he  doubted  not  the  Houfe 
would  judge  of  his  future  conduct  with  their  wonted  candor,  and  would  fupport  him 
with  their  affiftance,  more  efpecially  neceffary  at  this  critical  feafon. 

And  thereupon  he  fat  down  in  the  Chair;  and  then  the  Mace  (which  before  lay 
under  the  Table)  was  laid  upon  the  Table. 

Ordered,  that  a  Meffage  be  fent  to  the  Governor,  to  acquaint  his  Excellency,  that 
this  Houfe,  in  obedience  to  his  commands,  have  made  choice  of  a  Speaker,  and  to  know 
his  pleafure  when  they  fhall  attend  to  prefent  him :  and  that  Mr  Henry  Lee  and  Mr  Trea- 
surer do  wait  upon  with  the  faid  Meffage. 

They  accordingly  withdrew,  and,  being  returned  Mr  Treafurer  reported,  that  the 
Governor  was  pleafed  to  fay  he  would  fend  an  anfwer  by  a  Meffenger  of  his  own. 

A  Meffage  from  the  Governor  by  Mr  Blair: 

Mr  Speaker, 

The  Governor  commands  this  Houfe  to  attend  his  Excellency  immediately  in  the  Council 
Chamber. 

Accordingly  Mr  Speaker  elect,  with  the  Houfe,  went  up  to  attend  his  Excellency 
in  the  Council  Chamber;  and  he  was  pleafed  to  declare  his  approbation  of  their  Choice. 

Then  Mr  Speaker  did,  in  the  name  and  on  behalf  of  the  Houfe,  lay  claim  to  all  their 
antient  Rights  and  Privileges,  particularly  a  freedom  of  Speech  and  debate,  exemption 
from  Arrefts,  and  protection  for  their  Ef tates ;  and  laftly,  for  himf elf ,  requefted,  that  his 
errors  might  not  be  imputed  to  the  Houfe. 

The  Governor  anfwered,  that  he  fhould  take  care  to  defend  them  in  all  their  juft  ^ 
Rights  and  Privileges. 

The  houfe  being  returned, 

Mr  Speaker  reported,  that  the  Houfe  had  attended  the  Governor  in  the  Council 
Chamber;  where  his  Excellency  was  pleafed  to  approve  the  Choice  they  had  made  of 
him  to  be  their  Speaker,  and  to  grant  and  allow  to  them,  upon  Petition  of  Claim  made 
by  him  to  his  Excellency,  in  the  Name  and  on  the  behalf  of  the  Houfe  of  Burgeffes ;  all 
their  antient  Rights  and  Privileges;  particularly  a  freedom  of  Speech  and  debate  ex- 
emption from  Arrefts,  and  protection  for  their  Ef  tates. 

Mr  Speaker  alfo  reported,  that  the  Governor  was  pleafed  to  make  a  Speech  to  the 
Council  and  this  Houfe ;  of  which  Mr  Speaker  faid,  he  had,  to  prevent  mif takes,  obtained 
a  Copy;  which  he  read  to  the  Houfe,  and  is  as  followeth,  viz: 

Gentlemen  of  the  Council,  M'  Speaker,  and 
Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Burgeffes, 

I  have  called  you  together  to  give  you  an  Opportunity  of  taking  the  alarming  State 
of  the  Colony  into  your  Confederation,  and  providing  Remedies  againft  the  Evils  which 
are  increafing  therein;  and  I  am  induced  to  it  at  this  Time  particularly,  becaufe,  as  the 
Declarations  of  the  King  and  Parliament,  contained  in  the  joint  Addrefs  of  the  Lords  and 
commons  on  the  feventh  of  February  laft,  and  his  Majeftys  Anfwer,  no  longer  admit  of  a 
Doubt  that  your  well-founded  Grievances,  properly  reprefented,  will  meet  with  that  Attention 
and  Regard  which  are  fo  juftly  due  to  them  fo  likewife  the  Refolution  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, which  followed  on  the  twenty  feventh  of  the  fame  Month,  will,  I  truft,  have  the  Effed 
of  removing  the  Jealoufy  which  has  been  the  principal  Source  of  Difquiet  and  Uneafi- 
nefs  in  the  Minds  of  the  People:  Therefore,  I  entertain  the  ftrongeft  Hopes  that  Nothing  ^ 

will 
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will  remain,  after  a  juft  Consideration  of  the  Nature  and  Tendency  of  that  Revolution,  to 
prevent  your  ferioufly  exerting  yourselves  to  bring  the  Difputes,  which  have  unhappily 
raged  between  the  Mother  Country  and  the  Colonies,  to  a  good  End;  to  which  the  Step  already 
taken  by  the  Houfe  of  Commons  muft  be  considered  as  a  benevolent  Tender,  and,  I  hope, 
auspicious  Advance  on  the  Part  of  the  Parent  State. 

It  muft  now  be  manifeft,  to  all  difpaffionate  People,  that  the  Parliament,  the  high  and 
fupreme  Legislature  of  the  Empire,  far  from  having  entertained  Thoughts  fo  inconfiftent 
with  the  Wifdom  and  public  Virtue  which  have  ever  diftinguifhed  that  auguft  Body,  of 
oppreffing  the  People  of  the  Colonies,  or  of  promoting  the  Intereft  of  one,  at  the  Expence 
of  another  Part  of  their  Fellow  Subjects,  have  only  been  extending  their  Care  that  the  Whole, 
in  Consideration  of  the  Enjoyment  of  equal  Rights,  Privileges,  and  Advantages  fhould  be 
obliged,  according  to  their  Abilities  and  Situation,  to  contribute  that  Proportion  towards 
the  Burdens  neceffary  for  the  Support  of  their  Civil  Government,  and  for  the  common 
Defence,  which  the  Subjects  of  the  fame  State  cannot,  with  any  Juftice  or  confiftent  with  their 
own  Welfare,  refufe  to  grant;  the  Principle  of  which  having  never,  I  believe,  been  denied 
by  the  People  of  his  Majefty's  Dominion  of  Virginia,  /  hope  you  will  think  it  reafonable 
now  to  acknowledge  the  Propriety,  and  to  engage  to  fulfil  your  Part  of  the  Obligation  it 
concludes. 

Mr  Speaker,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Burgeffes, 

No  fpecific  Sum  is  demanded  of  you  for  thefe  Purpofes  that  (as  I  think  obvioufly 
appears)  your  Juftice  and  Liberality  may  be  left  to  their  full  Scope,  and  that  your  Gift,  if 
you  fhould  be  induced  to  offer  any,  may  be,  in  the  completeft  Manner,  free.  The  Civil 
Government  of  this  Country  being  already  provided  for,  you  will  only  have  to  declare  what 
Proportion,  and  by  what  Means  you  are  willing  to  contribute  towards  the  public  Burden 
of  the  State,  Burdens  to  which  the  Mother  Country  hath  cheerfully  fubmitted  to  fecure  the 
Colonies  from  the  Encroachments  of  a  dangerous  and  vigilant  Enemy:  And  I  am  warranted 
to  fay,  that  as  it  is  never  intended  to  require  you  to  tax  yourfelves,  without  Parliament 
taxing  the  Subjects  of  Great  Britain  on  the  fame  Occafion,  in  a  far  greater  Proportion,  no 
Prudence  which  you  fhall  think  neceffary  to  obferve  for  your  Security  in  that  Particular 
can  be  difapproved  of. 

And  I  can  likewife  affure  you,  that  if  you  fhould  judge  fit  to  adopt  the  Principle,  and 
imitate  the  Example  of  Juftice,  Equity,  and  Moderation,  in  your  Propofals,  which  actuated 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  in  their  Refolution,  declaring  at  once  what  was  idtimately  expected 
of  you;  fuch  a  Compliance  on  your  Part  will  be  confidered  by  his  Majefty  not  only  a  Tefti- 
mony  of  your  Reverence  for  Parliament,  but  alfo  as  a  Mark  of  your  Duty  and  Attachment 
to  your  Sovereign,  who  has  no  Object  nearer  his  Heart  than  the  Peace  and  Profperity  of  his 
Subjects  in  every  Part  of  his  Dominions. 

I  muft  recommend  to  you  to  fall  upon  Means  of  paying  the  Officers  and  private  Men 
employed  in  repelling  the  late  Invafions  and  Incurfions  of  the  Indians,  as  I  make  no  doubt 
you  will  think  their  Services  on  that  Occafion  deferving  of  your  Attention. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Council,  M'  Speaker,  and  Gentlemen 
of  the  Houfe  of  Burgeffes, 

You  may  be  affured  of  my  cheerful  Concurrence  in  all  Meafures,  and  ready  Affent 
to  all  Laws,  which  it  may  be  found  expedient  to  adopt  for  the  prefent  Peace,  Tranquility 
and  Advantage  of  the  Country;  and  I  hope  you  will  think  it  neceffary  to  thefe  Ends,  that  the 
Courts  of  Juftice  fhould  forthwith  be  opened,  in  Order  that  the  Laws  may  again  have  their 
due  Courfe. 

I  cannot  conclude  without  exhorting  you  in  the  moft  eameft  Manner,  to  enter  upon 
the  Subject  Matter,  now  recommended  to  you,  with  that  Patience,  Calmnefs,  and  Impartiality, 
which  its  great  Importance  requires,  and  to  reflect  upon  the  Benefits  this  Country  hath 
received  from  the  Support  given  to  it  by  the  Parent  State,  which  I  hope  will  animate  your 
Zeal,  now  you  have  it  in  your  Power,  to  reftore  that  Harmony  and  mutual  confidence  which 
rendered  both  Countries  fo  flourifhing,  and,  in  fhort,  to  purfue  your  true  Intereft,  which 
will  convert  our  prefent  gloomy  Apprehenfions  into  Profpetts  of  Peace,  Happinefs,  and 
lofting  Security. 

Ordered, 
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Ordered,  that  the  faid  Speech  do  lie  upon  the  Table,  to  be  perufed  by  the  Members 
of  the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Speech  be  taken  into  Confideration  Tomorrow. 

Ordered,  that  the  Reverend  Thomas  Price,  Clerk  be  appointed  Chaplain  to  this 
Houfe,  and  that  he  attend  to  read  Prayers,  in  the  Houfe,  every  Morning,  at  nine  of  the 
Clock. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Treafurer  do  go  to  the  Council,  and  acquaint  them,  that  Mr  Price 
is  appointed  Chaplain  to  this  Houfe,  and  that  he  will  attend  to  read  Prayers,  in  the 
Houfe,  every  Morning,  at  nine  of  the  Clock. 

Ordered,  that  Robert  Hyland,  William  Hicks,  John  Creagh,  and  William  Drinkard 
be  appointed  door-keepers  to  this  Houfe,  and  that  they  give  their  attendance  accord- 
ingly. 

Ordered,  that  an  Addrefs  be  made  to  the  Governor,  to  order  a  new  Writ  to  iffue 
for  the  electing  of  a  Burgefs1  to  ferve  in  this  prefent  General  Affembly,  for  the  County 
of  Augufta,  in  the  room  of  Mr  Charles  Lewis  deceafed  and  that  Mr  Field  do  wait  upon 
his  Excellency  with  the  faid  Addrefs. 

Ordered,  that  an  Addrefs  be  made  to  the  Governor,  to  order  a  new  Writ  to  iffue 
for  the  electing  of  a  Burgefs2  to  ferve  in  this  prefent  General  Affembly,  for  the  County 
of  Dinwiddie,  in  the  room  of  Mr  Robert  Boiling,  deceafed;  and  that  Mr  Banifter  do  wait 
upon  his  Excellency  with  the  faid  Addrefs. 

Ordered,  that  an  Addrefs  be  made  to  the  Governor,  to  order  a  new  Writ  to  iffue 
for  the  electing  of  a  Burgefs 3  to  ferve  in  this  prefent  General  Affembly,  for  the  County 
of  Northampton,  in  the  room  of  Mr  Adiel  Milby,  deceafed ;  and  that  Mr  Boivdoin  do  wait 
upon  his  Excellency  with  the  faid  Addrefs. 

Ordered,  that  an  Addrefs  be  made  to  the  Governor,  to  order  a  new  Writ  to  iffue 
for  the  electing  of  a  Burgefs*  to  ferve  in  this  prefent  General  Affembly,  for  the  County 
of  Stafford,  in  the  room  of  Mr  John  Alexander  deceafed;  and  that  Mr  Charles  Carter 
of  Stafford,  do  wait  upon  his  Excellency  with  the  faid  Addrefs. 

And  then  the  Houfe  adjourned  till  Tomorrow  Morning,  ten  of  the  Clock. 
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AMeffage  from  the  Governor  by  Mr  Blair. 
Mr  Speaker, 

I  am  commanded  by  his  Excellency  the  Governor  to  deliver  to  your  Houfe  the  joint 
Addrefs  of  the  Lords  and  Commons,  on  the  feventh  of  February  laft,  and  his  Majefty's 
anfwer,  and  alfo  the  Refolution  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  on  the  twenty  feventh  of  the  fame  .M 
Month,  referred  to  in  the  Speech  of  his  Excellency  to  the  Council  and  this  Houfe. 

And  he  prefented  the  faid  Papers  at  the  Bar. 

And  the  faid  Papers  were  read. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Papers  do  lie  upon  the  Table,  to  be  perufed  by  the  Members 
of  the  Houfe. 

The  Order  of  the  day  being  read ; 

The  Speech  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor  to  the  Council  and  this  Houfe  was 
again  read  by  Mr  Speaker. 

Refolved,  that  an  Addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  to  affure 

his  Lordfhip,  that  we  will  immediately  take  into  our  moft  ferious  Confideration  the 

feveral  important  matters  contained  in  his  Excellency's  fpeech  to  the  Council  and 

this  Houfe,  and  proceed,  with  that  coolnefs  and  deliberation,  which  ought  ever  to 

influence  the  Confideration,  which  ought  ever  to  influence  the  Counfels  of  a  free  and 

loyal  People. 

Ordered, 

•  George  Matthews.         2  John  Ruffin.  '  John  Burton.         4  Thomas  Ludwell  Lee.? 
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Ordered,  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  draw  up  an  Addrefs,  to  be  prefented 
to  the  Governor  upon  the  faid  Refolution. 

And  a  Committee  was  appointed  of  Mr  Treafurer,  Mr  Mercer,  Mr  Jefferfon,  Mr  Henry 
Lee,  Mr  Munford,  Mr  Dandridge,  Mr  N  elf  on,  Mr  Jones,  Mr  Cary,  Mr  Francis  Lightfoot 
Lee,  Mr  Whitinge,  and  Mr  Charles  Carter  of  Stafford. 

Ordered,  that  the  Governor's  Speech  to  the  Council  and  this  Houfe,  and  the  Papers 
therein  referred  to,  which  were  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  be  referred  to  the  faid 
Committee. 

Several  other  Members  having  taken  the  Oaths  appointed  to  be  taken  by  Act  of 
Parliament  and  repeated  and  subfcribed  the  Teft,  took  their  Places  in  the  Houfe. 

241  A  Journal  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Congrefs  held  at  Philadelphia,  on  the  fifth  day 
of  September,  1774,  was  laid  before  the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Journal  do  lie  upon  the  Table,  to  be  perufed  by  the  Members 
of  the  Houfe. 

Refolved,  that  this  Houfe  will  upon  Monday  next,  Refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  Houfe  to  confider  the  faid  Journal. 

The  Proceedings  of  the  Convention  of  Delegates  for  the  Counties  and  Corpora- 
tions in  the  Colony  of  Virginia,  held  at  Richmond  Town,  in  the  County  of  Henrico,  on 
the  twentieth  Day  of  March,  1775,  were  laid  before  the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Proceedings  do  lie  upon  the  Table,  to  be  perufed  by  the 
Members  of  the  Houfe. 

Refolved,  that  this  Houfe,  will,  upon  Monday  next  Refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  confider  of  the  faid  Proceedings. 

Ordered,  that  a  Committee  for  Religion  be  appointed. 

And  a  Committee  was  appointed  of  Mr  Treafurer,  Mr  Harwood,  Mr  Richard  Lee, 
Mr  Aerill,  Mr  Hutchings,  Mr  Mafon,  Mr  Digges,  Mr  Nelfon,  Mr  Berkeley,  Mr  Aylett,  Mr 
Francis  Lightfoot  Lee,  Mr  Henry  Lee,  Mr  Fitzhugh,  Mr  Jones,  Mr  DuVal,  Mr  Page,  Mr 
Mercer,  Mr  Cary,  Mr  Attorney  General,  Mr  Jefferfon,  Mr.  Peyton,  Mr  Banifter,  Mr  Burwell, 
Mr  Winn,  Mr  Woodfon,  Mr  Gray,  Mr  Munford,  Mr  McDowell,  Mr  James  Taylor,  of 
Caroline,  Mr  Charles  Carter,  of  Lancafter,  Mr  Bowyer,  Mr  Simpfon,  Mr  Bowdoin,  Mr 
William  Cabell,  Mr  Poythrefs,  Mr  Norvall,  Mr  Wills,  Mr  Braxton,  Mr  Broadwater,  and  Mr 
Ifaac  Smith :  and  they  are  to  meet  and  adjourn  from  Day  to  Day,  and  to  take  into  their 
Confideration  all  matters  and  things  relating  to  Religion  and  Morality,  and  all  fuch  as 

242  fhall  be  from  time  to  time,  referred  to  them,  and  report  their  Proceedings  with  their 
Opinions  thereupon  to  the  Houfe ;  and  the  faid  Committee  are  to  have  Power  to  fend 
for  Perfons,  Papers,  and  Records  for  their  information. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Richard  Cary  be  appointed  Clerk  to  the  faid  Committee. 

Ordered,  that  a  Committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections  be  appointed. 

And  a  Committee  was  appointed  of  Mr  Digges,  Mr  Treafurer,  Mr  Nelfon,  Mr  Richard 
Lee,  Mr  Whitinge,  Mr  Harwood,  Mr  Robert  Wormley  Carter,  Mr  Dandridge,  Mr  Holt,  Mr 
Baffett,  Mr  Jones,  Mr  Francis  Lightfoot  Lee,  Mr  Fitzhugh,  Mr  Henry  Lee,  Mr  Mafon,  Mr 
Mercer,  Mr  Cary,  Mr  Attorney  General,  Mr  Jefferfon,  Mr  Thomas  Mann  Randolph,  Mr 
Banifter,  Mr  Munford,  Mr  Charles  Carter,  of  Lancafter,  Mr  William  Cabell,  Mr  Fleming, 
and  Mr  Charles  Carter  of  Stafford:  And  they  are  to  meet  and  adjourn  from  Day  to  Day, 
and  to  examine,  in  the  firft  place,  all  returns  of  Writs  for  electing  Burgeffes  to  ferve  in 
this  prefent  General  Affembly,  and  compare  the  fame  with  the  form  prefcribed  by 
Law;  and  to  take  into  their  confideration  all  fuch  matters  as  fhall  or  may  come  in 
Queftion,  touching  Returns,  Elections  and  Privileges,  and  to  report  their  Proceedings 
with  their  Opinions  thereupon,  from  time  to  time,  to  the  Houfe;  And  the  faid  Com- 
mittee are  to  have  Power  to  fend  for  Perfons,  Papers,  and  Records  for  their  information. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Edmund  Pendleton,  junior,  be  appointed  Clerk  to  the  faid  Com- 
mittee. 

Refolved,  that  in  all  Cafes  of  controverted  Elections,  to  be  heard  at  the  Bar  of  this 

Houfe,  or  before  the  Committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections,  the  Petitioners  do,  by 

24S  themfelves,  or  by  their  Agents,  within  a  convenient  time,  to  be  appointed  either  by 

the 
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the  Houfe  or  the  Committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections  as  the  matter  to  be  heard  fhall 
be  before  the  Houfe,  or  the  faid  Committee,  deliver  to  the  fitting  Members,  or  their 
Agents,  lifts  of  the  Perfons  intended  by  the  Petitioners  to  be  objected  to,  who  voted  for 
the  fitting  Members,  giving  in  the  faid  Lifts  the  feveral  heads  of  objection,  and  diftin- 
guifhing  the  fame  againft  the  Names  of  the  Voters  excepted  to;  and  that  the  fitting 
Members  do  by  themfelves,  or  their  Agents,  within  the  fame  time,  deliver  the  like  Lifts, 
on  their  part  to  the  Petitioners,  or  their  Agents. 

Ordered,  that  a  Committee  of  Propofitions  and  Grievances  be  appointed. 

And  a  Committee  was  appointed  of  Mr  Jeff  erf  on,  Mr  Treafurer,  Mr  Digges,  Mr  Har- 
wood,  Mr  N  elf  on,  Mr  Baffett,  Mr  Acrill,  Mr  Hutchings,  Mr  Newton,  Mr  Richard  Lee,  Mr 
Mafon,  Mr  Whitinge,  Mr  Poythrefs,  Mr  Berkeley,  Mr  Aylett,  Mr  Holt,  Mr  Page,  Mr  Cocke, 
W  Jones,  Mr  Robert  Wormley  Carter,  Mr  Francis  Lightfoot  Lee,  Mr  Dandridge,  Mr  Fitz- 
hugh,  Mr  Edmondfon,  Mr  Henry  Lee,  Mr  Mercer,  Mr  Brooke,  Mr  Bowdoin,  Mr  Cary,  Mr 
Attorney  General,  Mr  Thomas  Mann  Randolph,  Mr  McDowell,  Mr  Banifter,  Mr  Burwell, 
Mr  Tabb,  Mr  Talbot,  Mr  Woodfon,  Mr  Gray,  Mr  Henry  Taylor,  Mr  Adams,  Mr  James  Taylor, 
of  Caroline,  Mr  Munford,  Mr  Charles  Carter,  of  Lancafter,  Mr  Terry,  Mr  Henry  Pendleton, 
W  Bowyer,  Mr  Simpfon,  Mr  William  Cabell,  Mr  Tazewell,  Mr  Jo/w  Nicholas,  Mr  Mm- 
we//t<?r  Smith,  Mr  Broadwater,  Mr  Braxton,  Mr  James  Taylor,  of  Orange,  Mr  Charles  Carter, 
of  Stafford,  and  Mr  7/aac  Smith:  And  they  are  to  meet  and  adjourn  from  Day  to  Day, 
and  to  take  into  Confideration  all  Propofitions  and  Grievances  that  fhall  come  legally  2-m 
certified  to  this  Affembly,  and  to  report  their  Proceedings,  with  their  Opinions  there- 
upon, from  time  to  time,  to  the  Houfe;  and  all  fuch  Propofitions  and  Grievances  to 
be  delivered  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Houfe,  and  by  him  to  the  faid  Committee  of  courfe. 
And  the  faid  Committee  are  to  have  Power  to  fend  for  Perfons,  Papers,  and  Records, 
for  their  Information. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Edmund  Pendleton,  junior,  be  appointed  Clerk  to  the  faid 
Committee. 

Ordered,  that  a  Committee  of  Public  Claims  be  appointed. 

And  a  Committee  was  appointed  of  Mr  Cary  ,  Mr  Richard  Lee,  MT  Newton,  Mr  Mafon, 
Mr  Harwood,  Mr  Poythrefs.  Mr  Pettus,  MT  Langhome,  Mr  McDowell,  Mr  Nevill,  Mr  Henry 
Pendleton,  Mr  Talbot,  Mr  Field,  Mr  Woodfon,  Mr  Henry  Taylor,  Mr  Gray,  Mr  Adams,  Mr 
Terry,  Mr  Bowyer,  and  Mr  Simpfon;  And  they  are  to  meet  and  adjourn  from  Day  to 
Day,  and  to  take  into  their  Confideration  all  public  Claims  referred  from  the  laft  to 
this  Seffion  of  Affembly,  and  alfo  all  fuch  Claims  as  fhall  be  regularly  certified  and 
prefented  to  this  Seffion,  and  to  report  their  Proceedings,  with  their  Opinions  there- 
upon, to  the  Houfe,  when  they  have  gone  through  the  faid  Claims;  and  all  Perfons 
that  have  any  Claims  are  to  deliver  them  to  the  faid  Committee  of  courfe,  and  the  faid 
Committee  are  to  have  Power  to  fendPerfons,  Papers,  and  Records,  for  their  Information. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Hind  Ruffell  be  appointed  Clerk  to  the  faid  Committee. 

Ordered,  that  a  Committee  for  Courts  of  Juftice  be  appointed. 

And  a  Committee  was  appointed  of  Mr  Jones,  Mr  Pettus,  Mr  Weftwood,  Mr  King, 
Mr  Langhome,  Mr  Holt,  Mr  Dandridge,  Mr  Edmondfon,  Mr  Henry  Lee,  Mr  Thomas  Mann 
Randolph,  Mr  Montague,  M1"  Peyton,  Mr  Henry  Pendleton,  Mr  Burwell,  Mr  Field,  Mr 
Woodfon,  Mr  Gray,  Mr  Henry  Taylor,  Mr  Micajah  Watkins,  Mr  Clapham,  Mr  Bibb,  Mr 
Blow,  Mr  Winfton,  Mr  Mayo,  and  Mr  Selden:  And  they  are  to  meet  and  adjourn  from 
Day  to  Day  and  to  take  into  their  Confideration  all  matters  relating  to  Courts  of  Juftice 
and  fuch  other  matters  as  fhall  from  time  to  time,  be  referred  to  them,  and  to  report 
their  proceedings  with  their  Opinions  thereupon  to  the  Houfe ;  and  the  faid  Committee 
are  to  infpecT;  the  Journal  of  the  laft  Seffion,  and  draw  up  a  ftate  of  the  matters  then 
depending  and  undetermined,  and  the  Progrefs  that  was  made  therein,  and  report  the 
fame  to  the  Houfe;  and  alfo  examine  what  Laws  have  expired  fince  the  laft  Seffion 
and  infpect  fuch  temporary  Laws  as  will  expire  with  the  end  of  this  Seffion,  or  are  near 
expiring,  and  report  the  fame  to  the  Houfe,  with  their  Opinions  which  of  them  are  fit 
to  be  revived  and  continued,  and  the  faid  Committee  are  to  have  Power  to  fend  for 
Perfons,  Papers,  and  Records,  for  their  Information. 

Ordered, 
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Ordered,  that  Mr  Edmund  Randolph  be  appointed  Clerk  to  the  (aid  Committee. 

Ordered,  that  a  Committee  of  Trade  be  appointed. 

And  a  Committee  was  appointed  of  Mr  Nelfon,  Mr  Hutchings,  Mr  Newton,  Mr 
Whitinge,  Mr  Treafurer,  Mr  Travis,  Mr  Pettus,  Mr  Am'll,  Mr  Bowdoin,  Mr  Faulcon,  Mr 
Neville,  Mr  Brooke,  Mr  raofr,  Mr  W^nn,  Mr  Adaw.9,  Mr  Braxton,  Mr  Day,  Mr  Lvh<?,  and 
Mr  Clapham:  And  they  are  to  meet  and  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  and  to  take  into 
their  Confideration  all  things  relating  to  the  Trade  of  this  Colony,  and  all  matters  that 
fhall  be,  from  time  to  time,  referred  to  them;  and  to  report  their  Proceedings,  with 
24«  their  Opinions,  thereupon  to  the  Houfe.  And  the  faid  Committee  are  to  have  Power 
to  send  for  Perfons,  Papers,  and  Records,  for  their  Information. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Richard  Cary  be  appointed  Clerk  to  the  faid  Committee. 

Refolved,  that  eleven  of  the  Committee  for  Religion,  Privileges  and  Elections,  and 
Propofitions  and  Grievances,  and  five  of  any  other  Committee,  be  a  fufncient  number 
to  proceed  on  Bufinefs. 

Ordered,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  appointing  Commiffioners  to 
fettle  the  Accounts  of  the  Militia,  lately  drawn  out  into  actual  Service,  and  for  making 
Provifion  to  pay  the  fame;  and  that  Mr  Mercer,  and  Mr  Mafon  do  prepare,  and  bring 
in  the  fame. 

A  Petition  of  Benjamin  Waller  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read;  fetting 
forth,  that  upon  his  Petition  to  the  late  Houfe  of  Burgeffes,  in  May  1774,  a  Bill  to  con- 
firm the  Titles  to  fundry  Houfes  and  Lots  of  Land,  whereof  Nathaniel  Walthoe,  Efquire, 
died  feifed,  to  the  Purchafers  thereof,  paffed  the  Houfe,  and  was  carried  to  the  Council, 
for  their  Concurrence;  but,  by  the  fudden  diffolution  of  that  General  Affembly,  the 
Bill  dropped ;  and,  as  the  fame  reafons  ftill  continue,  therefore  praying,  that  leave  may 
be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  the  like  Purpofe. 

Ordered,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  purfuant  to  the  Prayer  of  the  faid 
Petition ;   and  that  Mr  Mercer  do  prepare,  and  bring  in  the  fame. 

A  Petition  of  John  Weft  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read;  fetting  forth,  that 
the  Petitioner  is  feifed  in  Fee-Tail  of  two  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  ten  Acres  of  Land, 
in  the  Parifh  of  Saint  John,  in  the  County  of  King  William,  and  that  he  hath  two  Sons 
2i7  and  feveral  Daughters,  and  is  defirous  of  making  fome  Provifion  for  his  younger  Chil- 
dren, which  he  is  unable  to  do  for  want  of  a  fufficient  number  of  Slaves ;  and  therefore 
praying,  that  leave  may  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill,  to  dock  the  intail  of  the  faid  two 
thoufand  fix  hundred  and  ten  Acres  of  Land,  and  fettle  other  Lands,  with  Slaves 
annexed,  to  them,  in  lieu  thereof. 

Ordered,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  purfuant  to  the  Prayer  of  the  faid 
Petition ;  and  that  Mr  Aylett  do  prepare,  and  bring  in  the  fame. 

A  Petition  of  William  Day  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read;  fetting  forth, 
that  the  Petitioner  is  feifed  in  Fee-Tail,  under  the  Will  of  his  Grandfather,  John  Sclater, 
deceafed,  of  ,an  in  Seven  hundred  and  fifty  Acres,  of  Land,  in  the  Parish  of  Blifland, 
in  the  County  of  New  Kent;  and  that  he  not  having  any  Slaves  it  would  be  advan- 
tagious  to  himfelf,  as  well  as  to  thofe  who  fhall  fucceed  to  the  inheritance,  if  the  faid 
Land  fhould  be  fold,  and,  with  the  Money  arifing  from  the  fale,  other  Lands  and  Slaves 
fhould  be  purchafed  and  fettled  in  lieu  thereof ;  and  therefore  praying  that  leave  may 
be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  that  purpofe. 

Ordered,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  purfuant  to  the  Prayer  of  the  faid 
Petition  and  that  Mr  Dandridge  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  fame. 

And  then  the  Houfe  adjourned  till  Tomorrow  Morning,  ten  of  the  Clock. 


Satur&a?, 
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Satur&a?,  tl>e  36  of  Hunt,  15  (Beo.  lit  1775. 

SEVERAL  other  Members,  having  taken  the  Oaths  appointed  to  be  taken  by  A<5t 
of  Parliament,  and  repeated  and  fubfcribed  the  Teft,  took  their  places  in  the 
Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  John  Walker,  and  Mr  Speed  be  added  to  the  Committee  for  248 
Courts  of  Juftice. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  John  Walker  and  Mr  Lewis  be  added  to  the  Committee  for  Religion. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  John  Walker  be  added  to  the  Committee  of  Privileges  and 
Elections. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Thomas  Walker  and  Mr  Lewis  be  added  to  the  Committee  of 
Propofitions  and  Grievances. 

A  Petition  of  Edward  Harwood  and  Elizabeth  his  Wife  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe, 
and  read ;  fetting  forth  that  the  Petitioners,  in  right  of  the  Wife,  are  feifed  in  Fee-Tail 
of  four  hundred  Acres  of  Land,  in  the  Parifh  of  Yorkhampton,  in  the  County  of  York, 
under  the  laft  Will  and  Teftament  of  George  Read,  deceafed,  and  that  it  will  be  advan- 
tageous to  the  Petitioners  and  their  iffue  to  fell  the  faid  intailed  Lands,  and  lay  out 
the  Money  arifing  from  the  fale  in  the  purchafe  of  other  Lands  and  Slaves,  to  be  fettled 
in  lieu  thereof;  and  therefore  praying  that  leave  may  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for 
that   purpofe. 

Ordered,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  purfuant  to  the  Prayer  of  the  faid 
Petition  and  that  Mr  Nelfon  do  prepare,  and  bring  in  the  fame. 

Mr  Aylett  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  according  to  Order,  a  Bill  to  dock  the  intail  of 
certain  lands  whereof  John  Weft,  Gentleman,  is  feifed,  and  for  fettling  other  lands  and 
Slaves  to  the  fame  Ufes;  and  the  fame  was  received,  and  read  the  firft  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  fecond  time. 

Ordered,  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  fecond  time. 

The  Bill  was  accordingly  read  a  fecond  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  committed  to  Mr  Aylett,  Mr  Brooke,  M'  Lyne,  Mr  Baffett, 
Mr  Dandridge,  Mr  James  Taylor  of  Caroline,  and  Mr  William  Cabell.  2*9 

Mr  Mercer  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  according  to  order,  A  Bill  to  confirm  the  Titles 
to  fundry  Houfes  and  Lots  of  Land  whereof  Nathaniel  Walthoe,  Esquire,  died  feifed  to 
the  Purchafers  thereof ;  and  the  fame  was  received,  and  read  the  firft  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  fecond  time. 

Ordered,  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  fecond  time. 

The  Bill  was  accordingly  read  the  fecond  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  committed  to  Mr  Mercer,  Mr  Treafurer,  Mr  Norvell, 
Mr  Digges,  and  Mr  Nelfon. 

Mr  Dandridge  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  according  to  Order,  a  Bill  to  dock  the  intail 
of  certain  Lands,  whereof  William  Day  is  feifed  in  fee-tail,  and  for  fettling  other  Lands 
and  Slaves,  to  be  purchafed,  in  lieu  thereof ;  and  the  fame  was  received,  and  read  the  firft 
time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  fecond  time. 

Ordered,  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  fecond  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  committed  to  Mr  Dandridge,  Mr  Baffett,  Mr  Braxton,  Mr 
Aylett,  Mr  Treafurer  and  Mr  Norvell. 

A  Petition  of  the  freeholders,  and  others,  inhabitants  of  the  Parifh  of  Wafhington 
in  the  County  of  Weftmoreland,  whofe  Names  are  thereunto  fubfcribed,  was  prefented 
to  the  Houfe,  and  read ;  fetting  forth,  that  the  Veftry  of  the  faid  Parifh  were  not  chofen 
by  the  Parifhioners,  and  moft  of  them  are  dif agreeable  to  the  Petitioners ;  and  that 
many  of  them  have  not  taken  the  Oaths  to  the  Government,  nor  repeated  and  fubfcribed 
the  Teft,  nor  fubfcribed  in  Veftry  to  be  conformable  to  the  dodlrine  and  difcipline  of  the 
Church  of  England,  as  the  Law  requires;  and  therefore  praying  that  the  faid  Veftry 
may  be  diffolved. 

Ordered,  *° 
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Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
for  Religion ;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  fame,  with 
their  Opinion  thereupon  to  the  Houfe. 

A  Petition  of  Cecelia  Collier,  Executrix  of  the  laft  Will  and  Teftament  of  John 
Collier,  deceafed,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read;  fetting  forth,  that  one  James 
McBride  inlifted  as  a  Soldier  in  the  fecond  Virginia  Regiment,  in  the  Year  1760,  under 
the  Command  of  Colonel  Byrd,  and  upon  entering  into  the  Service  received  the  Bounty 
of  ten  pounds,  and  afterwards  deferted,  and  being  threatened  by  Colonel  Lewis  with  a 
Profecution  in  cafe  he  would  refund  the  Money,  the  faid  James  McBride  and  the  faid 
John  Collier,  the  hufband  of  the  Petitioner,  as  his  furety,  executed  a  Bond  for  repayment 
of  the  faid  ten  Pounds,  with  Intereft  which  the  faid  James  McBride,  who  hath  removed 
out  of  this  Colony,  never  difcharged ;  and  that  the  faid  John  Collier  did  not  leave  Eftate 
fufficient  to  pay  his  Debts ;  but  the  Petitioner,  who  had  negledted  to  make  and  return 
an  Inventory  thereof,  is  apprehenfive  fhe  may  be  liable  to  an  Adtion  for  the  Debt  which 
fhe  is  unable  to  pay;  and  therefore  praying  to  be  relieved  againft  the  faid  Bond. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
of  public  Claims;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  fame, 
with  their  Opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe. 

A  Petition  of  George  Brent  and  Robert  Brent  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read ; 

fetting  forth,  that  the  Petitioners  are  feifed  in  Fee-Tail  of  a  tract  of  Land  in  the  County 

25i  of  Fauquier,  called  Brenton,  and  that  it  would  be  advantageous  to  them  to  veft  the  fame 

in  William  Brent,  Efquire,  and  fettle  other  Lands,  of  greater  value  in  lieu  thereof;  and 

therefore  praying  that  leave  may  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  that  purpofe. 

Ordered,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  according  to  the  Prayer  of  the  faid 
Petition ;  and  that  Mr  Charles  Carter  of  Stafford  do  prepare,  and  bring  in  the  fame. 

A  Petition  of  fundry  inhabitants  of  the  County  of  Augufta,  whofe  names  are  there- 
unto fubfcribed,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read ;  praying,  that  part  of  the  faid 
may  be  added  to  the  County  of  Hampfhire. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
of  Propofitions  and  Grievances;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and 
report  the  fame,  with  their  Opinion  thereupon  to  the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  raifmg  a  Capital  fum  of  forty 
thoufand  Pounds,  Sterling,  by  fubfcription,  and  eftablifhing  a  Company  for  opening  and 
extending  the  Navigation  of  the  River  Potowmack;  and  that  Mr  Mercer  and  Mr  Henry 
Lee  do  prepare,  and  bring  in  the  fame. 

Refolved,  that  an  Addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  requefting 
that  his  Lordfhip  will  be  pleafed  to  communicate  to  this  Houfe  the  beft  information 
he  has  had,  refpecting  the  number  of  the  Militia  lately  drawn  out  into  adtual  fervice, 
in  defence  of  this  Colony,  by  his  Excellency's  command,  and  the  probable  expence 
attending  the  fame;  and  that  his  Lordfhip  will  inform  the  Houfe,  what  Militia  his 
Excellency  has  ordered  on  Duty,  fmce  the  conclufion  of  the  late  Indian  expedition, 
and  for  what  purpofes. 
252  Ordered,  that  the  faid  Addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Excellency  by  Mr  Mercer  and 

Mr  Thomas  Walker. 

A  Petition  of  Stephen  Ham,  of  the  County  of  Amherft,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe, 
and  read;  fetting  forth  that  on  Sunday  the  eighth  day  of  May  1774,  a  negro  Woman 
named  Juda,  belonging  to  the  Petitioner,  whilft  he  and  his  family  were  at  Church, 
murdered  her  fon  Cefar,  and  afterwards  fet  fire  to  the  Houfe  fhe  lived  in,  the  flames 
of  which  communicated  to  the  dwelling  Houfe  of  the  Petitioner,  and  thereby  both 
Houfes  were  confumed ;  that,  in  order  to  efcape  punifhment,  fhe  rufhed  into  the  dwelling 
Houfe,  where  it  was  on  fire,  and  was  much  burnt  before  fhe  could  be  taken  out ;  and  that 
fhe  was  apprehended  and  committed  in  order  to  be  tried  for  the  faid  Crime,  but  died 
before  the  time  of  trial,  and  therefore  praying  that  he  may  be  paid  for  his  faid  Slave  by 
the  Public. 

Ordered, 


25S 
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Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
of  public  Claims;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  fame, 
With  their  Opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe. 

A  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Staunton,  in  the  County  of  Augufta, 
whofe  names  are  thereunto  fubfcribed,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read ;  praying 
that  an  Act  may  be  paffed  to  ref train  Hogs  from  going  at  large  in  the  faid  Town. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
of  Propofitions  and  Grievances;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and 
report  the  fame,  with  their  Opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe. 

A  Petition  of  John  McKenny  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read;  fetting  forth, 
that  the  Petitioner,  having  voluntarily  inlifted  himfelf  to  ferve  as  a  Soldier  in  Captain 
George  Moffetts  Company,  in  the  late  expedition  againft  the  Indians,  was  wounded  in  the 
battle  at  the  Point1  of  the  Kanhawa,  by  a  bullet  which  paffed  through  his  left  thigh, 
and  by  another  fhot  in  the  Wrift  of  his  left  Ann,  and  by  a  fevere  blow  of  a  Tomhawk 
between  his  Shoulders,  whereby  he  is  unable  to  fupport  himfelf  by  his  own  labour,  on 
which  alone  he  depended.and  therefore  humbly  fubmitting  his  Cafe  to  the  Confideration 
of  the  Houfe,  and  praying  relief. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
of  public  Claims;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  fame, 
with  their  Opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  enable  Perfons,  living  in  other 
Countries,  to  difpofe  of  their  Eftates,  in  this  Colony,  with  more  Eafe  and  Convenience, 
and  for  other  purpofes  therein  mentioned;  and  that  Mr  Mercer  and  Mr  Henry  Lee  do 
prepare,  and  bring  in  the  fame. 

Ordered,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  altering  and  eftablifhing  the 
boundaries  of  the  Counties  of  Stafford  and  King  George;  and  that  Mr  Jones,  Mr  Fitzhugh, 
and  Mr  Charles  Carter,  of  Stafford,  do  prepare,  and  bring  in  the  fame. 

Mr  Jones  reported  from  the  Committee  for  Courts  of  Juftice,  that  the  faid  Com- 
mittee, had  according  to  order,  infpedted  the  Journal  of  the  laft  Seffion  of  Affembly, 
and  drawn  up  a  State  of  the  matters  then  depending,  and  undetermined,  and  the 
Progrefs  that  was  made  therein,  and  had  directed  him  to  report  the  fame,  as  it  appeared  ^ 
to  them  to  the  Houfe ;  and  he  read  the  report  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  it 
in  at  the  Clerk's  Table ;  where  the  fame  was  read,  and  is  as  followeth,  viz. 

It  appears  to  your  Committee,  that,  at  the  firft  Seffion  of  the  laft  General  Affembly, 
the  Petitions  of  feveral  Perfons  of  the  County  of  Botetourt  inhabiting  the  Place  called 
the  Cow  Pafture  and  on  Craig's  Creek  and  James  River,  praying  that  a  Road  may  be 
made  over  the  South  Mountain  at  the  Expence  of  the  Public  was  prefented  to  the 
Houfe  and  read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Trade:  that  the  faid  Committee 
reported,  that  they  had  examined  the  matter  of  the  faid  Petition  and  had  come  to 
feveral  Refolutions  thereupon,  which  were  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe  and  are  as  followeth. 
viz:  that  the  further  Confideration  of  the  faid  Petition  be  deferred  till  the  then  next 
Seffion  of  Affembly  and  that  Commiffioners  be  appointed  to  examine  the  Place  propofed 
for  the  faid  Road  who  were  to  report  the  Conveniences  and  Inconveniences  thereof  to 
the  then  next  Seffion  of  Affembly. 

That  a  Petition  of  fundry  Inhabitants  of  the  County  of  Nanfemond,  rending  on  that 
Part  of  the  faid  County,  which  is  on  the  South  fide  of  the  River  Nottoway  fetting  forth, 
that  they  are  about  thirty  Miles  diftant  from  the  Court  Houfe  of  their  County  but  not 
more  than  thirteen  Miles  from  the  Court  of  the  County  of  Southampton  and  therefore 
praying  that  an  A<5t  may  pafs  for  adding  the  aforefaid  Part  of  the  County  of  Nanfemond 
to  the  faid  County  of  Southampton. 

Alfo,  that  a  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Parifh  of  Stratton  Major  in  the  County 
of  King  and  Queen  fetting  forth  that  the  Petitioners  for  feveral  Years  paft  have  been 
oppreffed  and  aggrieved  by  the  arbitrary  illegal  and  unwarrantable  Proceedings  of 
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their  Veftry:  that  the  faid  Veftry  unneceffarily  built  a  very  coftly  Church  in  the  faid 
Parifh  and  fuiTered  others  more  conveniently  fituated  to  become  ruinous  that  the  faid 
Veftry  have  chofen  one  of  their  Members  Clerk  of  the  Veftry  and  continue  him  in 
Office  contrary  to  law  and  have  not  obferved  and  fulfilled  the  Directions  of  the  Act 
of  General  Affembly  in  the  Appointment  of  Proceffioners,  and  regiftering  their  Proceed- 
ings; and  praying  that  the  faid  Veftry  may  be  diffolved. 

Alfo,  that  a  Petition  of  feveral  Inhabitants  of  the  Parifh  of  Dryfdale  in  the  County 
of  Caroline  taking  Notice  of  an  Application  intended  to  be  made  to  the  Houfe  for  a 
Divifion  of  the  faid  Parifh,  and  fetting  forth,  that  the  Petitioners  think  the  Divifion 
unreafonable,  and  reprefenting  that  it  would  not  relieve  thofe  who  wifh  for  it  without 
deferting  both  the  prefent  Churches  in  the  Parifh  and  building  others:  and  praying 
that  the  faid  Parifh  may  not  be  divided. 

Alfo,  that  feveral  Petitions  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  County  of  Caroline  fetting 
forth  that  the  Rivers  Mattapony  and  Pamunkey  are  capable  of  an  extenfive  Navigation 
which  might  confiderably  leffen  the  Expence  of  carrying  Commodities  to  Market,  that 
all  Rivers,  as  the  Petitioners  conceive,  ought  to  remain  open  not  only  for  the  purpofe  of 
Commerce,  but,  that,  the  Paffage  for  Fifh  being  free  all  Men  may  equally  partake  of  the 
^  natural  fupply  of  Provisions ;  and  that  the  General  Affembly  with  a  View  to  fuch  defirable 
Ends,  have  empowered  Truftees  to  receive  Subfcriptions  for  clearing  Mattapony  and 
Pamunkey  in  Confequence  of  which  feveral  fums  of  Money  were  raifed  and  laid  out,  but 
the  good  Intentions  of  the  Legiflature  have  been  wholly  defeated  by  the  erecting  Mill- 
Dams  and  fetting  Fifh  Hedges  and  Stops  acrofs  the  faid  Rivers  and  humbly  fubmitting 
it  to  the  Wifdom  of  the  Houfe  to  provide  an  effectual  Remedy  to  remove  all  prefent 
Obftructions  and  prevent  them  for  the  future,  were  feverally  prefented  to  the  Houfe 
and  read  and  deferred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  then  next  Seffion  of  Affembly. 

That  the  Petition  of  feveral  Inhabitants  of  the  Parifh  of  Dryfdale  in  the  County  of 
Caroline  praying  that  a  new  Parifh  may  be  formed  out  of  the  faid  Parifh  of  Dryfdale, 
and  the  adjoining  Parifh  of  Saint  Margaret  by  an  Union  of  the  upper  Ends  thereof 
and  feveral  Petitions  of  the  Parifh  of  Saint  Margaret  in  oppofition  thereto ; 

Alfo,  that  a  Petition  of  fundry  Inhabitants  of  the  Parifh  of  Overwharton  in  the 
County  of  Stafford  fetting  forth,  that  the  Election  of  Veftrymen  of  the  faid  Parifh,  by 
Virtue  of  a  late  Act  of  the  General  Affembly,  was  made  in  an  unfair,  and  illegal  manner ; 

Alfo,  that  a  Petition  of  fundry  Inhabitants  of  the  Parifh  of  Saint  James,  in  the 
County  of  Mecklenburg,  fetting  forth  that  the  Veftry  of  the  faid  Parifh  having  caufed 
three  large  Churches  and  a  Chapel  to  be  built,  confulted  as  to  the  Situations  thereof, 
the  Conveniency  of  the  Veftrymen  themfelves  rather  than  that  of  the  Parifhioners ; 
that  the  faid  Veftry  having  agreed  to  receive  into  the  Parifh  a  Minifter  who  was  approved 
of  by  the  Parifhioners  afterwards  fuddenly  received  another  Minifter  who  was  a  ftranger 
to  them;  and,  that  the  faid  Veftry,  in  order  to  enable  one  Rogers,  a  notorious  Gamefter, 
of  infamous  Character,  to  obtain  holy  orders  gave  him  a  Recommendation  to  a  Benefice 
but  took  a  Bond  from  him,  with  fecurty  in  the  Penalty  of  one  thoufand  Pounds  that  he 
fhould  not  claim  under  the  Title  and  feverally  praying  that  the  faid  Veftries  may  be 
diffolved ; 

Alfo,  that  a  Petition  of  the  Freeholders,  Houfekeepers,  and  other  Inhabitants  of 
the  County  of  Bedford,  fetting  forth,  that  there  is  but  one  Parifh  in  the  faid  County, 
called  Ruffell ;  which  is  near  ninety  Miles  in  Length,  and  that  there  is  a  Sufficient  Number 
of  Tithables  in  the  fame  to  bear  the  Expences  of  two  Parifhes  and  praying  that  the  faid 
Parifh  may  be  divided  by  a  ftraight  Line  from  the  Mouth  of  Goofe  Creek,  on  Staunton 
River,  to  the  upper  end  of  Fleming's  Mountain,  on  James  River ; 

Alfo,  feveral  other  Petitions,  in  oppofition  thereto,  were  feverally  prefented  to  the 
Houfe,  and  read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  for  Religion ;  that  the  faid  Committee 
reported,  that  they  had  come  to  a  Refolution  thereupon  which  was  agreed  to  by  the 
Houfe  and  is  as  followeth :  viz.  That  the  Confideration  of  the  faid  Petitions  be  deferred 
till  the  then  next  Seffion  of  Affembly. 

That 
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That  the  Petition  of  Benjamin  Grymes,  in  behalf  of  himfelf,  and  his  Creditors  to  be 
allowed  a  reafonable  fatiffa&ion  for  the  Damage  done  their  Slave  who  was  recom- 
mitted to  Gaol  for  Hogftealing  and  was  froftbitten  during  his  Confinement  was  prefented 
to  the  Houfe  and  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims :  that  the  faid  Committee  as* 
reported,  that  they  had  come  to  a  Refolution  thereupon,  which  was  agreed  to  by  the 
Houfe,  and  is,  as  followeth:  viz.  That  the  Confideration  of  the  faid  Petition  be  deferred 
till  the  then  next  Seffion  of  Affembly. 

That  the  Petition  of  Jofeph  Byrn,  praying  that  a  Ferry  may  be  eftablifhed  over 
Shanandoah  River  from  his  Land  in  the  County  of  Frederick  to  the  Land  of  Bryan 
Martin,  Efquire,  oppofite  thereto  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Propofitions  and  Grievances;  that  the  faid  Committee  reported 
that  they  had  come  to  a  Refolution,  which  was  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe,  and  is  as  fol- 
loweth ;  viz.  That  the  Confideration  of  the  faid  Petition  be  deferred  till  the  then  next 
Seffion  of  Affembly. 

It  alfo  further  appears  to  your  Committee,  that  at  the  fecond  Seffion  of  the  laft 
General  Affembly  it  was  ordered,  that  all  fuch  Claims  and  other  Matters,  as  were  referred 
from  the  laft  to  that  Seffion  of  Affembly,  and  alfo  all  fuch  as  were  certified  to  that 
Seffion,  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  then  next  Seffion  of  Affembly ; 

That  a  Petition  of  feveral  Perfons,  Inhabitants  of  the  Counties  of  Charlotte  and 
Lunenburg  praying,  that  Leave  may  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  adding  to  the  County 
of  Lunenburg  all  that  Part  of  the  County  of  Charlotte  which  lies  on  the  Eaft  fide  of  a 
Line,  to  be  run  from  the  Place,  where  Mecklenburg  County  Line  ftrikes  Charlotte  County 
Line,  to  Wimbufh's  burnt  Ordinary; 

Alfo,  that  a  Petition  of  David  Griffith,  Clerk,  Rector  of  the  Parifh  of  Shelbourne  ^ 
in  the  County  of  Loudoun,  fetting  forth  that  the  Petitioner's  Salary  according  to  a  late 
Determination  of  the  General  Court,  is  payable  at  the  Rate  of  twelve  fhillings,  and 
fixpence  for  every  hundred  Pounds  Weight  of  Tobacco,  which  is  inadequate,  and  lefs 
than  the  Salaries  received  by  the  other  Minifters  of  the  Gofpel  in  this  Colony;  and 
therefore  praying  that  the  Act  of  General  Affembly  allowing  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
County  of  Loudoun  to  difcharge  their  public  dues  in  Money  at  the  Rate  of  twelve  Shil- 
lings, and  fixpence  per  hundred  for  the  Tobacco,  as  to  fo  much  thereof,  as  relates  to  the 
Petitioner's  Salary,  may  be  repealed ; 

Alfo,  that  a  Petition  of  Ezekiel  Young  and  Charles  Marfhall,  Infpedtors  of  Tobacco 
at  Pitt's  and  Guilford  Warehoufes,  in  the  County  of  Accomack  fetting  forth,  that,  from 
feveral  unforfeen  and  unavoidable  Accidents,  a  confiderable  Quantity  of  Tobacco  in  the 
Warehoufe  at  Tatham's  Landing  was  damaged,  and  deftroyed,  notwithftanding  the 
Petitioners  ufed  all  their  Care  and  Diligence  to  prevent  it  and  therefore  praying  fuch 
Relief  as  to  the  Houfe  shall  feem  juft. 

Alfo,  that  a  Petition  of  feveral  Perfons  fetting  forth,  that  a  public  Ferry  over 
Shanandoah  River,  from  the  Land  of  Thomas  Bryan  Martin,  Ef  quire,  where  John  Nicholas 
lately  lived  to  the  Land  of  the  Right  Honourable  Thomas  Lord  Fairfax  in  the  County 
of  Frederick  would  be  very  convenient  and  therefore  praying  that  leave  may  be  given 
to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  eftablifhing  a  public  Ferry  at  that  Place ; 

Alfo  that  a  Petition  of  feveral  Perfons,  freeholders  of  the  County  of  Amherft  fetting 
forth  that  the  A<5t  made  at  the  laft  Seffion  of  General  Affembly  for  amending  the  A<5t, 
intituled  An  Ad1  for  the  better  Prefervation  of  the  breed  of  Deer  and  preventing  unlawful 
Hunting  had  not  anfwered  the  good  Purpofes  intended  by  it  and  therefore  praying, 
that  fo  much  of  the  faid  Adt  as  prohibits  Perfons  from  hunting  and  killing  Deer,  until 
the  Time  thereby  limited  may  be  repealed ; 

Alfo,  that  a  Petition  of  feveral  Members  of  the  Veftry  of  the  Parifh  of  Saint  Anne 
in  the  County  of  Albemarle,  fetting  forth,  that  only  three  or  four  Members  of  the  prefent 
Veftry  were  elected  by  the  Inhabitants,  the  others  having  been  chofen  to  fupply  Va- 
cancies by  Death  Removal  or  Refignation ;  and  that  the  greater  Part  of  the  Parifhioners 
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feems  diffatif fied  with  the  Conduct  of  the  faid  Veftry ;  and  therefore  praying,  that  the 
faid  Veftry  may  be  diffolved. 

Alfo,  that  a  Petition  of  the  Veftrymen  of  the  Parifh  of  Saint  John,  in  the  County  of 
King  William  praying  that  leave  may  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  felling  the  prefent 
Glebe  of  the  faid  Parifh  and  purchafing  another  more  convenient,  or  putting  the  Money 
out  at  Intereft; 

And  alfo,  that  a  Petition  of  feveral  Perfons  of  the  County  of  Accomack,  fetting  forth, 
that  the  Roads,  and  Navigation  to  the  new  erected  Warehoufe  for  Infpection  of  Tobacco, 
on  Guilford  Creek,  are  not  fo  good,  as  they  are  to  another  Place,  called  Finley's  Point: 
259.1  and  therefore  praying,  that  an  Infpection  may  be  eftablifhed  at  the  latter  Place,  were 
feverally  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read;  and  deferred  to  the  Confideration  of  the 
then  next  Seffion  of  Affembly. 

Ordered,  the  feveral  Petitions  for  diffolving  the  Veftry  of  the  Parifh  of  Stratton 
Major,  for  and  againft  dividing  the  Parifh  of  Dryfdale,  for  and  againft  forming  a  new 
Parifh  out  of  the  Parifhes  of  Dryfdale  and  Saint  Margaret,  by  an  Union  of  the  upper 
ends  thereof,  for  diffolving  the  Veftry  of  the  Parifh  of  Overwharton ,  for  diffolving  the 
Veftry  of  the  Parifh  of  Saint  James,  and  for  and  againft  dividing  the  Parifh  of  Ruff  ell, 
the  Petition  of  David  Griffith,  and  the  Petitions  for  diffolving  the  Veftry  of  the  Parifh  of 
Saint  Anne,  and  for  felling  the  Glebe  of  the  Parifh  of  Saint  John,  in  the  faid  Report 
mentioned,  be  feverally  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee  for  Religion; 
and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  feverally  report  the  fame,  with  their 
Opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  the  feveral  Petitions  for  adding,  part  of  the  County  of  Nanfemond 
to  the  County  of  Southampton,  for  removing  and  preventing  obftructions  in  Pamunkey 
and  Mattapony  Rivers,  for  ferries  over  Shanandoah  River,  for  adding  part  of  the  County 
of  Charlotte  to  the  County  of  Lunenburg,  for  repealing  part  of  the  Act  for  amending  the 
Act,  intituled,  An  Ad1  for  the  better  prefervation  of  the  breed  of  Deer,  and  preventing  un- 
lawful hunting,  and  for  eftablifhing  an  Infpection  of  Tobacco  at  Finleys  Point,  in  the 
faid  Report  mentioned,  be  feverally  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee  of 
260  Propofitions  and  Grievances ;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  Matters  thereof,  and  feverally 
report  the  fame,  with  their  Opinions  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  the  feveral  Petitions  of  Benjamin  Grymes,  and  of  Ezekiel  Young  and 
Charles  Marfhall,  in  the  faid  Report  mentioned,  be  feverally  referred  to  the  Confidera- 
tion of  the  Committee  of  Public  Claims ;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  Matters  thereof, 
and  feverally  report  the  fame,  with  their  Opinions  thereupon  to  the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  the  Petition  for  opening  a  Road  over  the  South  Mountain,  and  the 
expence  of  the  public,  in  the  faid  Report  mentioned,  be  referred  to  the  Confideration 
of  the  Committee  of  Trade ;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report 
the  fame,  with  their  Opinion,  thereupon  to  the  Houfe. 

A  Petition  of  David  Donnam,  of  the  County  of  Dinwiddie,  was  prefented  to  the 
Houfe,  and  read;  fetting  forth,  that,  on  the  fifteenth  Day  of  January  laft,  York  and 
Abram,  two  negro  Men  flaves  of  the  Petitioner  having  departed  from  their  Matter's 
were  apprehended,  and  brought  before  a  Magiftrate,  as  runaways,  and  were  by  him 
committed  to  the  Gaol  of  the  County  of  Prince  George,  in  which  there  was  at  that  time 
another  Slave  confined  and  that  two  days  afterwards  the  Gaol  being  fet  on  Fire  was 
confumed,  by  which  the  Petitioner's  faid  Slaves  were  burned  to  death;  and  humbly 
praying  the  confideration  of  the  Houfe,  and  fuch  Relief  as  fhall  feem  juft. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
26i  of  public  Claims ;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  fame, 
with  their  Opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe. 

A  Petition  of  John  Robinfon,  Executor  of  the  laft  Will  and  Teftament  of  Peter 
Robinfon,  deceafed,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read;  fetting  forth,  that  a  negro 
man  flave  named  Will,  belonging  to  the  Eftate  of  the  faid  Peter  Robinfon,  having  ab- 
fconded,  and  being  apprehended  in  the  County  of  Louifa,  was  there  committed  to 
Gaol, 
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Gaol,  and  burnt  with  the  Prifon ;  and  praying  to  be  allowed  the  value  of  the  faid  Slave 
by  the  Public. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee  of 
public  Claims ;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  fame,  with 
their  Opinion  thereupon  to  the  Houfe. 

And  then  the  Houfe  adjourned  till  Monday  Morning  next  ten  of  the  Clock. 


y&onba?,  tl)e  5tl)  of  3une,  15  <&<to.  lit  1775. 

SEVERAL  other  Members  having  taken  the  Oaths  appointed  to  be  taken  by  Acl; 
of  Parliament,  and  repeated  and  fubfcribed  the  Teft,  took  their  places  in  the 
Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Syme,  Mr  Zane  and  Mr  Carrington  be  added  to  the  Com- 
mittee for  Religion. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Carrington  be  added  to  the  Committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Johnfon,  Mr  Zane,  Mr  Syme  and  Mr  Carrington  be  added  to  the 
Committee  of  Propofitions  and  Grievances. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Benjamin  Watkins  be  added  to  the  Committee  of  public  Claims. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Bird  and  Mr  Perkins  be  added  to  the  Committee  of  Courts  of  ^ 
Juftice. 

Mr  Nelfon  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  according  to  Order,  a  Bill  to  dock  the  intail 
of  four  hundred  Acres  of  Land  whereof  Edward  Harwood  and  Elizabeth  his  Wife  are 
feifed,  and  fettling  other  Lands  and  Slaves  in  lieu  thereof,  and  for  other  purpofes  therein 
mentioned ;  and  the  fame  was  received,  and  read  the  firft  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  fecond  time. 

Ordered,  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  fecond  time. 

The  Bill  was  accordingly  read  a  fecond  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  committed  to  Mr  Nelfon,  Mr  Digges,  Mr  Whitinge,  Mr 
Burwell,  Mr  Harwood,  Mr  Langhorne,  Mr  King  and  Mr  Weftwood. 

A  Petition  of  Nathaniel  Lyttleton  Savage  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe  and  read; 
fetting  forth,  that  he  is  feifed  in  Fee-Tail  of  eleven  hundred  and  forty  eight  Acres  of 
land,  in  the  Parifh  of  Hungars  in  the  County  of  Northampton,  purchafed  by  him  of 
Kendall  Lee  and  Betty  his  Wife  and  fettled  on  the  Petitioner  by  An  Act  of  General 
Affembly,  made  in  the  tenth  Year  of  the  Reign  of  his  prefent  Majefty ;  and  that  it  would 
be  of  advantage  to  the  Petitioner  and  his  Heir  and  Family  to  fell  the  faid  land,  and  to 
fettle  Slaves,  of  equal  value,  to  be  annexed  to  other  intailed  Lands  of  the  Petitioner, 
to  the  fame  ufes ;  and  therefore  praying  that  Leave  may  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for 
that  purpofe. 

Ordered,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  according  to  the  Prayer  of  the  faid 
Petition,  and  that  Mr  Bowdoin  do  prepare,  and  bring  in  the  fame. 

A  Meffage  from  the  Governor  by  Mr  Blair: 

Mr  Speaker,  ms 

J  am  commanded  by  the  Governor  to  lay  before  this  Houfe  his  Excellency's  written 
Meffage  in  anfwer  to  their  Addrefs,  relative  to  the  Militia  lately  drawn  out  into  actual 
fervice,  together  with  the  other  Papers  which  the  Meffage  refers  to;  and  he  prefented  the 
fame  at  the  Bar,  and  the  Meffage  was  read,  and  is  as  followeth,  viz. 

MT  Speaker,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Burgeffes, 

In  anfwer  to  a  Refolution  of  your  Houfe,  brought  to  me  by  txvo  of  your  Members,  that 
an  Addrefs  be  prefented  to  me  requefting  me  to  Communicate  to  you  the  beft  information 
I  have  had  refpeding  the  number  of  the  Militia,  lately  drawn  out  into  Actual  Service,  in 
defence  of  this  Colony  by  my  Command  and  the  probable  expence  attending  the  fame;  and 

that 
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that  I  inform  you  what  Militia  I  have  ordered  on  duty,  fince  the  Conclufion  of  the  late  Indian 
expedition,  and  for  what  purpofes,  I  can  only  from  recollection  (not  having  been  furnifhed 
with  exad  returns)  acquaint  you  that  the  Body  of  Militia  which  Colonel  Andrew  Lewis 
conducted,  and  that  with  which  I  marched  in  Perfon  amounted,  together  to  about  3000  Men 
Officers  included;  But  I  refer  you  to  the  Lieutenants  of  the  Counties  from  whence  the  Militia 
were  draughted  for  that  fervice,  to  the  Commanding  Officers  of  the  different  Corps,  and  to 
the  Captains  under  them,  from  the  Returns  and  lifts  of  whofe  refpedive  Cotnpanies  you 
will  obtain  the  information,  in  regard  of  Number  and  from  that  of  expence,  which  you 
require,  in  the  beft  and  moft  particular  manner. 

264  With  refped  to  what  Militia  have  been  ordered  on  duty  fince  the  conclufion  of  the 
Indian  expedition,  it  was  thought  requifite  to  continue  a  body  of  one  hundred  men  at  a  tem- 
porary Fort  near  the  Motith  of  the  Great  Kanhaway  as  well  for  taking  care  of  the  Men 
who  had  been  wounded  in  the  Action  between  Colonel  Andrew  Lewis's  divifion  and  the 
Indians,  as  far  fecuring  that  part  of  the  back  Country  from  the  Attempts  of  ftragling  parties 
of  Indians,  who  might  not  be  apprized  of  the  Peace  concluded,  or  others  of  the  Tribes  ivhich 
had  not  joined  in  it. 

It  was  likewife  neceffary  to  keep  up  a  fmall  body  of  Men  at  Fort  Dunmore  in  like 
manner  for  the  Security  of  the  Country  on  that  fide,  and  alfo  for  guarding  twelve  Indian 
Prifoners  belonging  to  the  Mingo  Tribe  which  had  not  furrendered  or  acceded  to  the  Peace 
concluded,  only,  with  the  Sliawanefe;  and  feventy  five  Men  were  employed  at  this  place  for 
thefe  purpofes.  Twenty  five  Men  were  likewife  left  at  Fort  Fincaftle  as  a  Poft  of  Com- 
munication between  the  two  others,  and  altogether  for  the  further  purpofe  of  forming  a  Chain 
on  the  back  of  the  Settlers  to  obferve  the  Indians  until  we  fhonld  have  good  reafon  to  believe 
nothing  more  was  appreliended  from  them;  which  as  foon  as  I  received  favourable  Accounts 
of,  I  ordered  the  fever al  Pofts  to  be  evacuated  and  the  Men  to  be  dif charged. 

I  have  ordered  my  Letters  to  be  laid  before  you,  for  your  further  information,  which 
contain  all  the  Orders  I  gave  for  the  imbodying  and  drawing  out  the  Militia  upon  the  occafion 
of  the  Indian  difturbances :  and  likewife  the  Subftance  of  the  Peace  agreed  to  between  me 

265  and  the  Indians,  which  has  not  been  formally  ratified;  that  having  been  deferred  to  a  meeting 
intended  to  be  held  at  Fort  Dunmore  this  Spring,  where  all  the  Ohio  Indians,  for  the  greater 
folemnity  were  to  be  refent,  but  which  I  have  not  been  able  to  find  time  to  proceed  to. 

If  there  be  anything  further  which  the  Houfe  fhall  require  to  be  informed  of,  I  fhall  be 
ready  to  give  them  all  the  Satiff action  in  my  Power. 

DUNMORE. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Meffage,  and  the  Papers  therein  referred  to,  do  lie  upon  the 
Table,  to  be  perufed  by  the  Members  of  the  Houfe. 

Mr  Treafurer  reported  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  draw  up  an  Addrefs,  to 
be  prefented  to  the  Governor,  that  the  Committee  had  drawn  up  an  Addrefs  accordingly ; 
which  they  had  directed  him  to  report  to  the  Houfe ;  and  he  read  the  fame  in  his  Place, 
and  afterwards  delivered  it  in  at  the  Clerk's  Table,  where  the  fame  was  read,  and  is  as 
followeth,  viz. 

My  Lord 

We  his  Majefty's  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  Subjeds  the  Burgeffes  of  Virginia  now  met 
in  General  Affembly  take  this  opportunity,  which  your  Excellency  hath  given  us  to  exprefs 
our  great  Concern  at  the  alarming  Situation  of  our  Country  and  thofe  Evils  brought  upon 
us  by  a  Departure  of  his  Majefty's  Minifters  from  that  wife  Syftem  of  Adminiftration, 
under  the  influence  of  which  the  Colonies  of  North  America  had  fo  long  and  happily  flour- 
ijhed. 

However  ftrangely  this  Country  may  have  been  mifreprefented,  we  do  folemnly  avow 
2^  the  firmeft  and  moft  unfhaken  Attachment  to  our  moft  gracious  Sovereign  and  his  Govern- 
ment, as  founded  on  the  Laws  and  Principles  of  our  excellent  Conftitution;  and  we  fhall 
think  ourfelves  happy  in  giving  his  Majefty  every  future  Teftimony  of  our  Loyalty  and 
Affedion. 

We 
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We  affure  your  Lordfhip  that  we  will  purfue  the  moft  fpeedy  Meafures  for  defraying 
the  Expences  of  the  late  military  Expedition  againft  the  Indians.  That  proper  Provifion 
has  not  yet  been  made  for  thofe  gallant  Officers  and  Soldiers,  who  fo  nobly  expofed  their 
Lives  in  defence  of  this  Country  cannot  be  juftly  imputed  to  any  delay  or  Negled  on  our 
Part,  this  being  the  firft  Opportunity  your  Lordfhip  hath  been  pleafed  to  afford  us  of  paying 
a  proper  Attention  to  their  fignal  Services  and  giving  them  their  due  Reward. 

The  Occlufion  of  our  Courts  of  Juftice  can  only  be  afcribed  to  a  Combination  of  unto- 
ward and  diftrefftng  Incidents,  which  we  have  long  and  deeply  lamented.  Thefe  Courts, 
my  Lord,  were  established  by  different  Ads  of  our  General  Affembly.  In  order  to  enable 
the  Officers  of  Juftice  to  receive  fuch  fees  as  were  adequate  to  their  Services  our  Anceftors 
judged  it  neceffary  to  fettle  and  limit  them  by  an  exprefs  Ad1  of  their  Legiflature.  This 
Law  had  exifted  and  been  continued  with  various  Amendments,  fuch  as  the  Fluduation 
of  Affairs  made  neceffary,  thro'  a  long  Trad  of  Time.  The  late  Houfe  of  Burgeffes  in  May 
1774  finding  that  the  fee  Bill  had  expired  juft  before  they  were  convened  and  that  other  moft 
valuable  Ads  were  near  Expiring  proceeded  to  the  Continuance  and  Revival  of  them;  but 
their  Endeavours  to  difcharge  thefe  and  other  Important  Duties  to  their  Country  were  ar- 
refted  and  cut  fhort  by  a  fudden  and  unexpeded  Diffolution  of  the  Affembly.  Since  this, 
my  Lord,  our  Situation  has  undergone  a  total  Change.  For  juft  and  well  known  Reafons, 
this  Country,  as  well  as  our  Sifter  Colonies  have  been  driven  to  the  Neceffity  of  fuf pending 
their  Commerce  with  Great  Britain,  Ireland  and  the  Weft  India  Iflands.  There  ftill, 
however,  remained,  within  the  Line  of  former  Parliamentary  Regulations,  feveral  other 
valuable  Branches  of  Export  to  different  Parts  of  the  World,  which  we  well  hoped  would 
have  enabled  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Country  to  difcharge  their  Debts  more  expeditioufly, 
than  they  could  have  done  by  continuing  their  ufual  Exports  and  exceeding  Imports  to  and 
from  Great  Britain ;  fo  that  we  are  convinced  their  Creditors  could  have  had  no  reafonable 
Caufe  of  Complaint.  But  we  have  now,  my  Lord,  received  Information,  too  well  grounded 
it  is  to  be  feared,  that  thefe  Refources  are  to  be  entirely  fhut  up  by  an  Ad  of  the  Britifh 
Parliament  cutting  off  all  our  Trade  with  all  other  Parts  of  the  whole  Univerfe,  except  the 
Iflands  of  Great  Britain,  Ireland  and  the  Weft  Indies. 

Money,  my  Lord,  is  not  a  plant  of  the  native  Growth  of  this  Country.  If  the  People 
are  totally  reftrained  by  the  Hand  of  Power  from  fending  fuch  Produce  of  their  Eftates  as 
they  choofe  and  it  is  moft  for  their  general  Intereft  to  make,  to  foreign  Markets,  in  which 
alone  it  will  command  a  tolerable  Price,  they  are  precluded  from  the  neceffary  proper  Means 
of  difcharging  their  Debts.  In  fuch  a  Situation  we  prefume  it  may  be  fubmitted  to  your 
Lordfhip 's  Judgment  how  far  it  would  be  confiftent  with  Prudence  and  Juftice  or  even 
Humanity  for  us  to  interpofe  a  legiflative  Authority  in  order  to  compel  the  Magiftrates 
to  open  the  Courts  of  civil  Jurifdidion  and  thereby  expofe  the  People  to  cruel  Exadions, 
we  rather  think  it  will  be  better  to  await  the  Time,  when  the  returning  Wifdom  and  Juftice 
of  Great  Britain  may  put  it  in  our  Power  to  reftore  all  Things  to  that  Channel,  in  which 
they  formerly  flowed  to  her  aggrandizement,  the  Profperity  and  Happinefs  of  the  whole 
Empire. 

We  will,  my  Lord,  proceed  forthwith  to  confider  farther  the  State  of  the  Country,  the 
Addrefs  of  the  Lords  and  Commons  and  his  Majefty's  Anfwer  together  with  the  Refolution 
of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  which  you  have  laid  before  us;  this  we  will  endeavour  to  do  with 
that  Calmnefs  and  Impartiality  which  their  great  Importance  may  require;  and  we  fincerely 
as  your  Lordfhip  conceives  it  that  we  may  find  the  Proportions  now  made  to  us  a  benevolent 
Tender  and  aufpicious  Advance  on  the  Part  of  the  Parent  State  towards  bringing  to  a 
fortunate  and  the  moft  deferable  Iffue  all  thofe  Dif pules  and  Diffenfions,  which  have  fo 
unhappily  prevailed. 

The  faid  Addrefs  being  read  a  fecond  time, 

Refolved,  nemine  contradicente,  that  the  Houfe  doth  agree  with  the  Committee 
in  the  faid  Addrefs,  to  be  prefented  to  the  Governor. 

Refolved,  that  the  faid  Addrefs  be  prefented  to  His  Excellency  by  the  whole  Houfe. 

Ordered, 

'  Hening's,  VIII,  p.  515. 
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Ordered,  that  the  Gentlemen  who  drew  up  the  faid  Addrefs,  do  wait  upon  the 
Governor,  to  know  his  pleafure  when  this  Houfe  fhall  attend  his  Excellency,  to  prefent 
their  Addrefs. 

Refolved,  that  the  Governor's  Speech  be  taken  into  confideration  Tomorrow. 

Refolved,  that  this  Houfe  will,  Tomorrow,  Refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  Houfe  to  take  into  Confideration  the  Governor's  Speech. 

A  Petition  of  Abram  Field  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read;  fetting  forth, 
that  the  Petitioner,  a  Soldier,  enlifted  under  the  Command  of  Colonel  John  Field,  on 
the  late  Indian  expedition,  in  the  Battle  on  the  Great  Kanhawa,  at  Point  Pleafant, 
received  a  Wound  in  the  right  Arm,  which  hath  difabled  him  to  maintain  himfelf,  and  a 
Wife,  with  three  fmall  children,  who  before  depended  chiefly  upon  his  labour  for  their 
fupport,  he  having  no  Eftate;  and  therefore  praying  the  Houfe  to  take  his  cafe  into 
confideration,  and  grant  him  fuch  Relief  as  they  fhall  think  fit. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
of  public  Claims,  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof  and  report  the  fame 
with  their  Opinion  thereupon  to  the  Houfe. 

A  Petition  of  John  Martin,  of  the  County  of  Caroline,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe, 
and  read ;  fetting  forth,  that  his  negro  Man  Slave  Lemon,  who  had  run  away  from  him 
laft  fall,  being  apprehended  in  the  County  of  Prince  George,  fet  fire  to  the  Gaol  of  that 
County,  to  which  he  was  committed,  with  two  others,  in  order  to  make  his  Efcape,  and 
perifhed  in  the  Flames ;  and  therefore  praying  the  Houfe  to  make  him  fuch  Allowance 
for  the  faid  Slave  as  fhall  feem  juft. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  confideration  of  the  Committee 
of  public  Claims;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  fame, 
with  their  Opinion  thereupon  to  the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  infpedt  the  public  Magazine  in  this 
City,  and  inquire  into  the  Stores  belonging  to  the  fame  and  make  report  thereof  to  the 
Houfe. 

And  a  Committee  was  appointed  of  Mr  Mercer,  Mr  Treafurer,  Mr  Jeff  erf  on,  Mr 
Henry  Lee,  Mr  Munford,  Mr  Dandridge,  Mr  Nelfon,  Mr  Jones,  Mr  Cary,  Mr  Francis  Light- 
foot  Lee,  W  Whitinge,  Mr  Charles  Carter  of  Stafford,  Mr  Braxton,  Mr  Zane,  Mr  Page,  Mr 
Carrington,  Mr  Digges,  Mr  Banifter,  Mr  Thomas  Walker,  MT  Travis,  and  Mr  Norvell. 
and  they  are  to  have  the  Power  to  fend  for  Perfons,  Papers  and  Records. 

A  Petition*  of  the  Prefbytery  of  Hanover  in  behalf  of  themfelves,  and  all  the  Pref- 
byterians  in  Virginia,  and  of  all  Proteftant  diffenters  elfewhere,  was  prefented  to  the 
Houfe  and  read;  fetting  forth,  that  in  or  about  the  Year  1738  many  thoufand  Prefby- 
terian  families  relying  upon  the  affurance  of  Government  that  they  fhould  enjoy  the 
free  exercife  of  their  Religion,  removed  from  the  Northern  Colonies  and  fettled  in  the 
Frontiers  of  this,  forming  a  barrier  for  the  lower  parts  thereof ;  and  taking  notice  of 
a  Bill  for  granting  a  toleration  to  his  Majefty's  diffenting  proteftant  fubjedts,  which 
in  the  Year  1772,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  afterwards  ordered  to  be  printed 
and  pointing  out  feveral  objections  thereto ;  and  praying  that  no  Bill  may  pafs  into  a 
law  but  fuch  as  will  fecure  to  the  Petitioners  equal  liberties  and  advantages  with  their 
fellow  Subjects. 
269.1  Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  do  lie  upon  the  Table. 

A  Petition  of  James  Rofcow  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read,  fetting  forth, 
that  he  is  feifed  in  fee  tail  of  feveral  Tracts  of  Land,  in  the  County  of  Warwick,  and 
having  no  Slaves  to  work  either,  is  defirous  to  exchange  two  of  them  for  other  Lands, 
and  Slaves,  by  which  he  may  be  enabled  to  procure  a  competent  fubfiftence;  and 
therefore  praying  that  leave  may  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  dock  the  intail  of  his 
tracts  of  Land,  called  Stanley  Hundred  and  Blunt  Point,  and  veft  the  fame  in  Carter 
Braxton,  Efquire,  in  fee  fimple,  and,  in  lieu  thereof  and  to  the  fame  Ufes,  to  fettle  eight 
hundred  Acres  of  Land  in  the  County  of  Amherft,  with  ten  Negro  Slaves,  which  the  Peti- 
tioner had  agreed  to  purchafe  of  the  faid  Carter  Braxton. 

Ordered , 
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Ordered,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  purfuant  to  the  prayer  of  the  [aid 
Petition;   and  that  Mr  Mercer  do  prepare,  and  bring  in  the  fame. 

Mr  Mercer  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  according  to  Order,  a  Bill  to  enable  Perfons 
living  in  other  Countries  to  difpofe  of  their  Eftates  in  this  Colony,  with  more  Eafe  and 
Convenience,  and  for  other  purpofes  therein  mentioned;  and  the  fame  was  received, 
and  read  the  firft  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  fecond  time. 

Refolved,  that  an  Addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  defiring 
that  he  will  be  pleafed  to  direct  the  proper  Officer  to  lay  before  this  Houfe  the  amount 
of  the  Tonnage  of  one  fhilling  and  three  pence  Sterling,  impofed  on  Ships  and  Veffels 
trading  to  this  Colony,  from  the  Year  1762. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Excellency  by  Mr  Treafurer,  Mr 
Mercer,  and  Mr  Henry  Lee. 

A  Petition  of  Mr  Alexander  Purdie,  Printer,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read; 
praying  that  he  may  be  appointed  Printer  to  the  Public ;  and  alfo 

A  Petition  of  John  Dixon  and  William  Hunter,  Printers,  for  the  fame ;  and  alfo 

A  Petition  of  John  Pinkney,  Printer,  for  the  fame, 

Were  feverally  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petitions  do  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petitions  be  feverally  taken  into  confideration  Tomorrow. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  being  read,  for  the  Houfe  to  Refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  confider  of  the  Journal  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Congrefs,  held 
at  Philadelphia,  on  the  fifth  day  of  September,  1774. 

The  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  the  faid  Committee. 

Mr  Speaker  left  the  Chair. 

Mr  Cary  took  the  Chair  of  the  Committee. 

Mr  Speaker  refumed  the  Chair. 

Mr  Cary  reported  from  the  Committee,  that  they  had  come  to  feveral  Refolutions, 
which  they  had  directed  him  to  report,  when  the  Houfe  will  please  to  receive  the  fame. 

Ordered,  that  the  Report  be  now  received. 

Mr  Cary  accordingly  reported  from  the  faid  Committee  the  Refolutions  which  they 
had  directed  him  to  report  to  the  Houfe ;  which  he  read  in  his  Place,  and  afterwards 
delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's  Table;  where  the  fame  were  read,  and  are  as  followeth,  viz. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  Houfe  be  moved  to 
come  to  the  following  Refolution. 

Refolved,  that  this  Houfe  doth  intirely  and  Cordially  approve  the  proceedings  and  ^ 
Refolutions   of   the  American  continental  Congrefs;  and  that  they  confider  the  whole 
Continent  as  under  the  higheft  obligations  to  that  very  refpectable  Body,  for  the  Wif- 
dom  of  their  Counfels,  and  their  unremitted  endeavours  to  maintain  and  preferve  inviolate 
the  juft  Rights  and  liberties  of  his  Majefty's  dutiful  and  loyal  Subjects  in  America. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  Houfe  be  moved  to 
come  to  the  following  Refolution : 

Refolved,  that  the  warmeft  Thanks  of  this  Houfe,  and  all  the  inhabitants  of  this 
Colony  whom  they  reprefent,  are  particularly  due,  and  that  this  juft  tribute  of  Applaufe 
be  prefented,  to  the  Honourable  Peyton  Randolph,  Efquire,  Richard  Henry  Lee,  George 
Wafhington,  Patrick  Henry,  junior,  Richard  Bland,  Benjamin  Harrifon,  and  Edmund 
Pendleton,  Efquires,  the  worthy  delegates  deputed  to  reprefent  this  Colony  in  General 
Congrefs  at  Philadelphia,  the  fifth  day  of  September  laft,  for  their  chearful  undertaking, 
and  faithful  difcharge,  of  the  very  important  Truft  repofed  in  them. 

The  faid  Refolutions  being  feverally  read  a  fecond  time,  were,  upon  the  Queftion 
feverally  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

Refolved,  nemine  contradicente,  that  this  Houfe  doth  intirely  and  cordially  approve 
the  proceedings  and  Refolutions  of  the  American  Continental  Congrefs;  and  that  they 
confider  this  whole    Continent    under  the  higheft  obligations  to  that  very  refpedtable  m 
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Body,  for  the  Wifdom  of  their  Counfels,  and  the  unremitted  endeavours  to  maintain 
and  preferve  inviolate  the  juft  Rights  and  liberties  of  his  Majefty's  dutiful  and  loyal 
Subjects  in  America. 

Refolved,  nemine  contradicente,  that  the  warmeft  Thanks  of  his  Houfe,  and  all 
the  inhabitants  of  this  Colony,  whom  they  reprefent,  are  particularly  due;  and  that 
this  juft  tribute  of  Applaufe  be  prefented  to  the  Honourable  Peyton  Randolph,  Efquire, 
Richard  Henry  Lee,  George  Wafhington,  Patrick  Henry,  junior,  Richard  Bland,  Benjamin 
Harrifon,  and  Edmund  Pendleton,  Efquires,  the  worthy  Delegates  deputed  to  reprefent 
this  Colony  in  General  Congrefs,  at  Philadelphia,  the  fifth  day  of  September  laft,  for 
their  chearful  undertaking,  and  faithul  difcharge  of,  the  very  important  Truft  repofed 
in  them. 

The  other  order  of  the  day  being  read ; 

The  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  confider  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  Convention  of  Delegates  for  the  Counties  and  Corporations  in  the 
Colony  of  Virginia,  held  at  Richmond  Town,  in  the  County  of  Henrico,  on  the  twentieth 
day  of  March,  1775. 

Mr  Speaker  left  the  Chair. 

Mr  Cary  took  the  Chair  of  the  Committee. 

Mr  Speaker  refumed  the  Chair. 

Mr  Cary  reported  from  the  Committee,  that  they  had  come  to  a  Refolution,  which 
they  had  directed  him  to  report,  when  the  Houfe  will  pleafe  to  receive  the  fame. 

Ordered,  that  the  Report  be  now  received. 

Mr  Cary  accordingly  reported  from  the  faid  Committee  the  Refolution,  which  they 
had  directed  him  to  report  to  the  Houfe;  which  he  read  in  his  Place,  and  afterwards 
delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's  Table ;   where  the  fame  was  read,  and  is  as  followeth,  Viz. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  Houfe  be  moved  to 
come  to  the  following  Refolution: 

Refolved,  that  this  Houfe  doth  intirely  approve  the  proceedings  and  Refolutions1 
of  the  Convention  of  Delegates  for  the  Counties  and  Corporations  in  the  Colony  of 
Virginia,  held  at  Richmond  Town,  in  the  County  of  Henrico,  on  the  twentieth  day  of 
March,  1775  ;  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  all  the  good  People  of  this  Colony  ftrictly 
to  conform  to,  and  obferve,  the  fame. 

The  faid  Refolution  being  read  a  fecond  time,  was,  upon  the  Queftion  put  there- 
upon, agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

Refolved,  nemine  contradicente,  that  this  Houfe  do  intirely  approve  the  proceed- 
ings and  Refolutions  of  the  Convention  of  Delegates  for  the  Counties  and  Corporations 
in  the  Colony  of  Virginia,  held  at  Richmond  Town,  in  the  County  of  Henrico,  on  the 
twentieth  day  of  March,  1775;  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  all  the  good  People 
of  this  Colony  ftrictly  to  conform  to,  and  obferve  the  fame. 

Mr  Jones  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  according  to  Order,  a  Bill2   for  altering  and 
eftablifhing   the   boundaries   of   the  Counties   of   Stafford  and  King  George,  and  the 
fame  was  received,  and  read  the  firft  time. 
274  Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  fecond  Time. 

Mr  Mercer  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  according  to  Order,  a  Bill  for  railing  a  Capital 
fum  of  forty  thouf and  Pounds,  fterling,  by  Subfcription,  and  eftablifhing  a  Company  for 
the  opening  and  extending  the  Navigation  of  the  River  Potomack;  and  the  fame  was 
received,  and  read  the  firft  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  fecond  time. 

Mr  Mercer  reported  from  the  Committee,  to  whom  the  Bill  to  confirm  the  Titles 
to  fundry  Houfes  and  lots  of  Land,  whereof  Nathaniel  Walthoe,  Efquire,  died  feifed,  to 
the  purchafers  thereof,  was  committed,  that  the  Committee  had  examined  the  Alle- 
gations of  the  Bill,  and  found  the  fame  to  be  true ;  and  that  the  Committee  had  directed 
him  to  report  the  Bill  to  the  Houfe,  without  any  Amendment,  and  he  delivered  the 
Bill  in  at  the  Clerk's  Table. 

Ordered, 

'  See  Printed  Journal  of  Convention.  *  Hening's,  IX,  p.  244. 


[    192   ] 

Ordered,  that  the  Bill  be  ingroffed. 

Mr  Aylett  reported  from  the  Committee,  to  whom  the  Bill  to  dock  the  intail  of 
certain  Lands  whereof  John  Weft,  Gentleman,  is  feifed,  and  for  fettling  other  Lands 
and  Slaves  to  the  fame  Ufes,  was  committed,  that  the  Committee  had  examined  the 
Allegations  of  the  Bill,  and  found  the  fame  to  be  true;  and  that  the  Committee  had 
gone  through  the  Bill,  and  made  an  Amendment  thereunto,  which  they  had  directed 
him  to  report  to  the  Houfe ;  and  he  read  the  report  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered 
the  Bill,  with  the  Amendment,  in  at  the  Clerk's  Table,  where  the  Amendment  was 
twice  read,  and,  upon  the  Queftion  put  thereupon,  was  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  the  Bill,  with  the  Amendment  be  ingroffed. 

And  then  the  Houfe  adjourned  till  Tomorrow  Morning,  ten  of  the  Clock. 


Z3uesoa?,  tye  6tl)  of  lune,  15  Geo.  lit  1775. 

A  Petition  of  Wilfon  Miles  Cory  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe  and  read;  fetting 
forth,  that  the  Petitioner  is  feifed  in  fee-tail  of  three  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  forty 
five  Acres  of  Land,  in  the  County  of  Gloucefter,  which,  for  fome  years  paft,  have  yielded 
him  little  profits ;  and  that  it  would  be  of  confiderable  advantage  to  him  and  his  Heir 
and  family  if  he  were  allowed  to  fell  the  fame  and  fettle  Lands,  of  greater  value  in  lieu 
thereof ;  and  therefore  praying,  that  leave  may  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  the  pur- 
pofe  aforefaid. 

Ordered,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill,  purfuant  to  the  prayer  of  the  faid 
Petition ;   and  that  Mr  Cary  do  prepare,  and  bring  in  the  fame. 

A  Petition  of  Edward  Wood  of  the  County  of  Prince  Edward,  was  prefented  to  the 
Houfe  and  read ;  fetting  forth,  that  a  negro  man  flave  of  the  Petitioner,  apprehended 
in  the  County  of  Chef ter field,  and  there  condemned  and  executed  for  a  Capital  crime, 
without  the  knowledge  of  his  Mafter,  was  valued  to  the  fum  of  Seventy  five  pounds  only, 
the  Court,  before  whom  he  was  tried,  not  knowing  him  to  be,  as  in  truth  he  was,  a  Car- 
penter; and  therefore  praying  the  Houfe  to  make  him  fuch  farther  allowance  for  his 
faid  Slave  as  they  fhall  think  juft. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
of  public  Claims;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  fame, 
with  their  Opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe. 

A  Petition  of  William  Shepherd  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read;  fetting 
forth,  that  the  Petitioner  in  the  engagement  with  the  indians,  at  Point  Pleafant,  on  the 
tenth  day  of  October  laft,  was  in  the  left  Shoulder  and  Arm  fo  that  he  is  thereby  ren- 
dered unable  to  earn  a  fubfiftance;  and  that  from  the  twenty  ninth  of  January  till 
the  twenty  third  of  April  laft,  he  was  obliged  to  have  affiftance  of  a  Surgeon  to  cure  the 
Wound,  the  expence  of  which  he  cannot  dif charge ;  and  therefore  praying  fuch  Relief 
as  the  Houfe  fhall  think  proper. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
of  public  Claims ;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  fame, 
with  their  Opinion  thereupon  to  the  Houfe. 

Mr  Bowdoin  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  according  to  Order,  a  Bill  to  dock  the  intail 
of  certain  Lands  whereof  Nathaniel  Lyttleton  Savage  is  feifed  in  Fee  Tail,  and  for  fet- 
tling Slaves,  in  lieu  thereof;  and  the  fame  was  received,  and  read  the  firft  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  fecond  time. 

Ordered,  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  fecond  time. 

The  Bill  was  accordingly  read  a  fecond  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  committed  to  Mr  Bowdoin,  Mr  Simpfon,  Mr  Ifaac  Smith, 
Mr  Digges,  and  Mr  N  elf  on. 

A  Petition  of  John  Caldwell  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read ;  fetting  forth, 
that  the  Petitioner  had  erected  a  Mill,  for  the  manufacturing  of  linfeed  Oyl,  in  order 
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to  difpofe  of  that  Article  upon  cheaper  terms  than  it  is  ufually  retailed  by  the  importers 
of  it ;  but  that  he  had  not  been  able  to  compleat  the  work  without  mortgaging  it,  which 
the  profits  thereof  would  not  be  fufficient  to  redeem  before  his  debtors  would  deprive 
him  of  it ;  and  therefore  praying  the  Affiftance  of  the  Houfe. 

A  Motion  was  made,  and  the  Queftion  being  put,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred 
to  the  Confideration  of  a  Committee. 

It  paffed  in  the  Negative. 

A  Meffage  from  the  Governor  by  Mr  Blair : 

Mr  Speaker, 

I  have  received  the  Governor's  commands  to  lay  before  this  Houfe  a  written  Meffage 
from  his  Excellency,  relative  to  the  public  Magazine,  together  with  a  paper  therein  referred 
to,  and  he  prefented  the  fame  at  the  fame  at  the  Bar;  and  the  Meffage  was  read,  and  is 
as  followeth,  viz. 

Mr  Speaker,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Burgeffes, 

I  have  received  a  Paper  without  dale  or  Signature,  defiring  I  would  dired  tlie  keeper 
of  the  Magazine,  to  give  Accefs  to  fome  Perfons,  I  know  not  whom,  the  Paper  not  faying 
who  they,  appointed  by  the  Houfe  of  Burgeffes  a  Committee  to  examine  into  the  State  of 
tlie  public  Magazine.  /  fend  the  faid  Paper,  for  the  infpedion  of  the  Houfe;  and  beg  to  be 
informed,  whether  the  Perfons,  there  alluded  to,  are  authorized,  as  therein  allowed,  to  defire 
™  Accefs  to  the  Magazine. 

The  paper  referred  to  in  the  Meffage  was  alfo  read,  and  is  in  the  words  following. 

My  Lord, 

We  being  appointed  by  the  Houfe  of  Burgeffes  a  Committee  to  examine  into  the  ftate 
of  the  public  Magazine,  wait  upon  your  Lordfhip  to  defire  that  you  will  be  pleafed  to  dired 
the  Keeper  thereof,  to  give  us  Accefs  thereto,  that  we  may  be  able  to  make  a  proper  and  full 
Report  to  the  Houfe. 

Before  this  Refolution  was  known  to  the  People  we  underftand  that  fundry  Perfons 
unknown  to  us  broke  open  the  Magazine,  and  took  out  feveral  Arms,  but  we  affure  your 
Lordfhip  that  fo  foon  as  this  tranfadion  was  known  to  the  Houfe  fome  of  the  Members 
interpofed  and  prevailed  on  fuch  as  were  to  be  found,  to  return  what  they  had  taken,  and 
we  have  Hopes  that  the  reft  may  be  yet  reclaimed  which  we  shall  not  negled  our  Endeavours 
to  effed. 

Ordered,  that  the  Gentlemen  who  were  appointed  to  infpect  the  public  Magazine 
in  this  City,  and  inquire  into  the  Stores  belonging  to  the  fame,  do  prepare  an  Anfwer 
to  the  faid  Meffage;   and  that  they  withdraw  immediately. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Meffage;  and  the  Paper  therein  referred  to,  be  referred  to 
the  faid  Committee. 

Mr  Mercer  reported  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  Anfwer  to  the 
Governor's  Meffage  that  the  Committee  had  prepared  an  Addrefs  accordingly,  which 
they  had  directed  him  to  Report  to  the  Houfe ;  and  he  read  the  fame  in  his  place,  and 
afterwards  delivered  it  in  at  the  Clerk's  Table;  where  the  fame  was  read,  and  is  as 
followeth,  viz: 


2TO 


My  Lord, 

We  his  Majefty's  dutiful  and  loyal  Subjeds  the  Burgeffes  of  Virginia,  having  received 
your  Lordfhip' s  written  Meffage,  refpeding  the  proceedings  of  the  Committee  appointed  to 
examine  the  Magazine  have  taken  the  fame  under  our  confideration.  The  Houfe  yefterday,  as 
what  they  thought  a  proper  foundation  of  Enquiry  into  the  many  Difturbances,  which  had 
arifen  in  the  Country  appointed,  Mr  Mercer,  Mr  Treafurer,  Mr  Jefferfon,  Mr  Henry  Lee,  Mr 
Munford,  Mr  Dandridge,  Mr  Nelfon,  Mr  Jones,  Mr  Cary,  Mr  Francis  Lightfoot  Lee,  Mr 
Whitinge,  Mr  Charles  Carter,  of  Stafford,  Mr  Braxton,  Mr  Zane,  Mr  Page,  Mr  Carrington, 
Mr  Digges,  Mr  Banif  ter,  Mr  Thomas  Walker,  Mr  Travis  and  Mr  Norvell,  twenty  one  of  their 
Members:  to  enquire  into  the  State  of  the  public  Magazine.  Upon  Receipt  of  your  Excel- 
lency's 
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lency's  Meffage,  they  examined  the  fteps  their  Committee  had  taken  and  received  the  follow- 
ing Report.  That  the  Committee  having  convened  and  judging  it  decent  and  proper,  in 
the  firft  place,  waited  on  your  Excellency,  who  by  Law  hath  the  Appointment  of  the  Keeper 
of  the  Magazine,  to  requeft  that  you  would  be  pleafed  to  dire  ft  him  to  give  them  Accefs  thereto. 
That  finding  fome  Irregularities  liad  been  committed,  they  also  thought  it  prudent  to  men- 
tion them  to  your  Excellency  and  inform  you  of  their  Endeavours  to  have  the  Arms,  which 
had  been  taken  out  of  the  Magazine  immediately  reftored.  That  to  avoid  Miftakes  they 
judged  it  moft  proper  to  reduce  the  intended  application  to  writing.  That  they  then  in  a 
Body  and  the  moft  refpeftful  Manner  waited  on  your  Excellency  and  by  their  Chairman 
delivered  their  Requeft  verbally,  leaving  the  written  Paper  with  your  Lordfhip  for  your  28« 
better  Information.  That  your  Excellency  was  pleafed  to  receive  it,  and  promifed  to  fur- 
nifh  them  ivith  the  Key  of  the  Magazine,  fo  foon  as  you  could  procure  it.  That  the  Com- 
mittee not  hearing  from  your  Lordfhip,  their  Chairman  was  direfted  to  wait  on  you  this 
Morning  and  was  referred  for  Anfwer  to  a  Meffage  you  intended  to  fend  to  the  Houfe. 

We  hope  that  your  Lordfhip,  upon  revifing  thefe  Proceedings  will  change  your  prefent 
Sentiments  and  think,  with  us,  that  there  was  no  Impropriety  in  the  Conduft  of  the  Com- 
mittee, Their  Application  to  your  Excellency,  the  Houfe  considers  as  proper  and  decent. 
The  Gentlemen  who  compofed  the  Committee  muft  have  been  all  known  to  you;  and  had 
you  conceived  the  leaft  Impropriety  in  their  Procedure,  it  would  have  been  kind  in  your 
Lordfhip  to  have  pointed  it  out  to  them.  At  the  time  this  Committee  waited  upon  your 
Lordfhip,  another  Committee  attended  to  inform  you  that  this  Houfe  had  agreed  to  an 
Addrefs  in  Anfwer  to  your  Lordfhips  Speech;  this  Meffage  was  delivered  by  one  Committee, 
who  we  prefume  were  not  better  known  to  your  Lordfhip,  than  the  Members  of  the  other. 
Tho'  there  was  not  an  exprefs  Order  of  the  Houfe  that  the  Committee  fhould  apply  to  your 
Lordfhip  for  the  purpofe  they  did,  yet  we  conceive  that  fuch  application  was  neceffarily 
incident  to  the  due  Execution  of  the  general  Order  of  the  Houfe  to  enquire  into  the  ftate  of 
the  Magazine. 

We  feel  very  fenfibly,  my  Lord,  the  weight  of  the  Infinuation  in  your  Meffage;  but, 
willing  upon  all  Occafions,  and  efpecially  at  this  unhappy  Junfture;  to  avoid  every  kind  ^ 
of  Controverfy,  we  fhall  direft  that  your  Excellency  be  waited  upon  with  the  Order  of  yefter- 
day  before  referred  to,  and  fhould  there  any  Doubts  ftill  remain,  we  will  endeavour  to  remove 
them  on  their  being  pointed  out  to  us. 

The  faid  Anfwer  being  read  a  fecond  time ; 

Refolved,  that  the  Houfe  doth  agree  with  the  Committee  in  the  faid  Anfwer. 
Refolved,  that  the  Gentlemen  who  prepared  the  faid  Anfwer  do  wait  upon  his 
Excellency  with  the  fame. 

A  Meffage  from  the  Governor  by  Mr  Blair: 

Mr  Speaker, 

I  have  received  the  Governors  commands  to  lay  before  this  Houfe  a  written  meffage 
from  his  Excellency,  relative  to  the  Gunpowder  which  has  been  removed  from  the  public 
Magazine  by  his  Excellency's  order;  And  he  prefented  the  fame  at  the  Barr;  And  the 
fame  was  read,  and  is  as  followeth,  viz. 

Mr  Speaker,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Burgeffes, 

The  removing,  by  my  Order,  fifteen  half  Barrels  of  the  King's  Powder,  received  from 
the  Rippon  Man  of  War  from  the  public  Magazine,  has  I  find  given  great  uneafinefs  to 
the  People.  I  was  influenced  in  this  by  the  beft  Motives;  and  as  I  have  once  ventured, 
and  if  occafion  Offered  fhould  again  venture  my  Life  in  the  Service  of  this  Country,  I  had 
hopes  the  moft  favourable  Conftruftion  would  have  been  put  upon  my  Conduft.  The  Maga- 
zine was  reprefented  to  me  as  a  very  infecure  Depofitory  and  from  Experience  I  find  it  fo, 
all  the  Arms  which  have  been  kept  there  being  now  taken  away,  Arms  not  pur  chafed  at 
the  expence  of  this  Colony  but  fent  here  by  His  Majefty,  from  His  Office  of  Ordnance,  of 
which  they  bear  the  Mark;  but  in  confidence  that  you  are  now  met  to  remove  every  Grievance, 
and  by  your  Wifdom  to  eftablifh  the  public  tranquility  on  a  fure  and  firm  Foundation, 
I  do  promife  you  that  as  foon  as  I  fee  the  Magazine  in  a  proper  State  for  fecuring  the  Powder 
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and  other  public  Stores,  I  will  replace  it,  and  at  all  times  be  ready  moft  willingly  to  do 
everything  my  poor  Abilities  are  capable  of  for  the  benefit  of  this  Colony,  in  which  I  have 
lived  till  of  late  in  the  greateft  happinefs. 

DUN  MORE. 

Refolved,  that  the  faid  Meffage  be  taken  into  Confideration  Tomorrow. 

A  Petition  of  fundry  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  County  of  Ifle  of  Wight,  whofe  names 
are  thereunto  fubfcribed,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read;  fetting  forth,  that 
by  virtue  of  the  Act1  for  Ports,  made  in  the  third  Year  of  the  Reign  of  King  William 
and  Queen  Mary,  the  Court  of  the  faid  County  had  purchafed  fifty  Acres  of  land,  on 
the  lower  fide  of  Pagan  Creek,  which  was  intended  for  a  Town,  and  called  Pateffield; 
but  that  the  place  being  inconvenient  for  a  Town,  all  the  inhabitants  thereof,  except 
one  Family,  deferted  it,  whereby  many  of  the  Lots  remain  undifpofed  of,  and  others 
are  claimed  by  Perfons  who  have  no  legal  title  to  them;  and  therefore  praying,  that 
leave  may  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  veft  fo  many  of  the  faid  Lots,  as  have  not  been 
difpofed  of,  and  as  the  Claimants  thereof  cannot  fhew  a  legal  title  to,  in  Truftees,  to  be 
by  them  fold  for  the  ufe  of  the  County. 

Ordered,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill,  purfuant  to  the  Prayer  of  the  faid 
Petition;  and  that  Mr  Wills  and  Mr  Day  do  prepare,  and  bring  in  the  fame. 

A  Petition  of  Daniel  Lawfon  and  George  Garland,  Infpedtors  of  Tobacco  at  the 
public  Warehoufes,  on  Totufkey  Creek,  in  the  County  of  Richmond,  was  prefented  to 
the  Houfe,  and  read;  fetting  forth,  that,  notwithftanding  they  had  been  as  careful 
as  poffible  in  fecuring  the  faid  Warehoufes,  according  to  Law,  they  had  been  fo  unfor- 
tunate as  to  loofe  one  Hogfhead  of  Tobacco  out  of  the  lower  Houfe,  for  which  they 
had  been  obliged  to  pay  ten  pounds  and  thirteen  fhillings  to  Mr  Archibald  Ritchie, 
the  proprietor  thereof;  and  therefore  praying  the  Houfe  to  grant  them  fuch  relief  as 
they  fhall  think  juft. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
of  public  Claims;  and  that  they  do  confider  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  fame, 
with  their  Opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe. 

A  Petition  of  James  Murray  of  the  province  of  Maryland,  and  Hannah  his  Wife, 
was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read ;  fetting  forth,  that  the  Petitioner  in  right  of  the 
Wife,  are  feifed  in  feetail,  under  the  Will  of  Efther  Savage,  deceafed,  of  and  in  nine  hun- 
dred and  nine  Acres  of  Land,  in  the  Parifh  of  Hungars,  in  the  County  of  Northampton; 
and  that  it  will  be  more  advantageous  to  the  Petitioners  to  fell  the  faid  Land,  and  lay 
out  the  Money  arifing  from  the  fale  in  the  purchafe  of  other  Lands,  to  be  fettled,  in 
lieu  thereof;  and  therefore  praying,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill,  purfuant 
to  the  prayer  of  the  faid  Petition ;  and  that  Mr  Bowdoin  do  prepare,  and  bring  in  the 
fame. 

The  order  of  the  Day  being  read,  for  the  Houfe  to  confider  of  the  Petition  of  Alex- 
ander Purdie,  Printer,  praying  that  he  may  be  appointed  Printer  to  the  Public ;  And 
alfo  the  Petition  of  John  Dixon  and  William  Hunter,  Printers,  for  the  fame ;  And  alfo 
the  Petition  of  John  Pinkney,  Printer,  for  the  fame; 

The  faid  Petitions  were  read. 

Refolved,  that  this  Houfe  will  proceed  to  the  Choice  of  a  public  Printer,  firft,  by 
balloting  in  order  to  determine  the  number  for  each  of  the  Petitioners,  and  then  the 
Petition  of  him  or  them  upon  whom  the  leaft  of  the  three  numbers  fhall  fall,  being 
rejected,  by  dividing  the  Houfe  between  the  two  other  Petitioners,  fo  that  the  choice 
may  be  by  a  majority  of  the  whole  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  the  Members  of  this  Houfe  do  immediately  prepare  Tickets,  to  be 
put  into  the  Glaffes,  with  the  name  of  the  Perfon  to  be  the  faid  Printer. 

Ordered,  that  the  Glaffes  be  brought  in. 

The  Glaffes  being  accordingly  brought  in : 
The 

■  Hening's,  III,  p.  53. 
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The  Clerk  and  Serjeant  at  Arms  attending  this  Houfe  went  with  the  fame  on  each  "* 
fide  of  the  Houfe,  to  receive  the  faid  Tickets. 

And  the  Members  having  put  in  their  Tickets,  the  Glaffes  were  brought  up  to  the 
Clerk's  Table. 

Ordered,  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  examine  the  Tickets;  and  that  they 
do  report  the  numbers  for  the  feveral  Petitioners,  as  it  fhall  appear  to  them,  to  the  Houfe. 

And  a  Committee  was  appointed  of  M'  Treafurer,  Mr  Cary,  Mr  Jeff  erf  on,  Mr  Mercer, 
Mr  Digges,  Mr  Nelfon,  and  Mr  Jones;  and  they  are  to  withdraw  immediately. 

Mr  Treafurer  reported,  from  the  Committee,  that  they  had  examined  the  Tickets 
accordingly,  and  had  directed  him  to  report  the  numbers  for  the  feveral  Petitioners 
as  it  appeared  to  them,  to  the  Houfe ;  and  he  read  the  Report  in  his  Place ;  and  after- 
wards delivered  it  in  at  the  Clerk's  Table ;  where  the  fame  was  read,  and  is  as  followeth, 
viz.' 

For  Mr  Alexander  Purdie  44 

For  Mr  John  Pinkney  34 

For  Meff :  Dixon  and  Hunter       12 

And  it  appearing  that  the  leaft  of  the  three  numbers  falls  upon  the  faid  John  Dixon 
and  William  Hunter; 

Refolved,  that  the  Petition  of  the  faid  John  Dixon  and  William  Hunter  be  rejected. 

Then  Mr  Speaker  divided  the  Houfe  between  the  faid  Alexander  Purdie  and  John 
Pinkney,  by  directing  the  Members,  who  were  the  faid  Alexander  Purdie,  to  be  on  the 
right  fide  of  the  Houfe,  and  the  Members,  for  the  faid  John  Pinkney,  to  be  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  Houfe. 

The  Houfe  divided  accordingly.  a* 

Teller  for  Alexander  Purdie,  Mr  Bowdoin  47 
Teller  for  John  Pinkney,        Mr  Digges      43 

Refolved,  that  the  faid  Alexander  Purdie  be  appointed  Printer  to  the  Public. 

The  other  order  of  the  day  being  read; 

Refolved,  that  this  Houfe  will,  Tomorrow,  Refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  Houfe,  to  take  into  Confideration  the  Governor's  fpeech. 

A  Petition  of  feveral  Perfons  of  the  Parifh  of  Stratton-Major,  in  the  County  of 
King  and  Queen,  whofe  names  are  thereunto  fubferibed,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe, 
and  read;  fetting  forth,  that  the  Veftry  of  the  faid  Parifh  have  given  liberty  to  the 
Minifter  thereof  to  be  abfent,  for  eighteen  Months,  and  have,  notwithftanding,  levied 
for  him  the  ufual  Salary;  and  that  the  faid  Veftry,  having  employed  a  perfon  to  do 
fome  Work  for  the  faid  Parifh,  paid  him  for  the  fame,  although  the  Work  was  not  done; 
and  therefore  praying,  that  the  faid  Veftry  may  be  diffolved. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Committee  for  Religion ;  and  that 
they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  fame,  with  their  Opinion  there- 
upon, to  the  Houfe. 

An  ingroffed  Bill,  to  dock  the  intail  of  certain  Lands,  whereof  John  Weft,  Gentle- 
man, is  feifed,  and  for  fettling  other  Lands  and  Slaves,  to  the  fame  Ufes,  was  read 
the  third  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  do  pafs;   and  that  the  title  be,  An  Ad1  to  dock  the  intail  of 
certain  Lands,  whereof  John  Weft,  Gentleman  is  feifed,  and  for  fettling  other  Lands  and  2*7 
Slaves  to  the  fame  Ufes. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Aylett  do  carry  the  Bill  to  the  Council  and  defire  their  Concurrence 

Mr  Cary  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  according  to  order,  a  Bill  to  veft  certain  intailed 
Lands  therein  mentioned,  in  Wilfon  Miles  Cary,  Efquire,  in  fee  fimple,  and  to  fettle 
other  Lands,  in  lieu  thereof ;  and  the  fame  was  received,  and  read  the  firft  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  fecond  time. 

Ordered, 

1  Not  recorded  as  a  law. 


[  197  ] 

Ordered,  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  fecond  time. 

The  Bill  was  accordingly  read  a  fecond  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  committed  to  Mr  Gary,  Mr  Whitinge,  Mr  Burwell,  Mr  King, 
Mr  Weftwood,  Mr  Digges,  and  Mr  Nelfon. 

A  Petition  of  the  Veftry  of  the  Parifh  of  Botetourt  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and 
read;  fetting  forth,  that  the  Petitioners  had  purchafed  a  Tra<5l  of  Land,  for  a  Glebe, 
but,  before  they  proceeded  to  erecl;  the  neceffary  buildings  thereon,  a  more  convenient 
Tracl;  of  Land,  with  improvements,  belonging  to  Thomas  Madifon;  was  offered  for  fale, 
and  they  have  agreed  to  purchafe  it,  and  to  difpofe  of  the  other,  judging  it  moft  for  the 
intereft  of  the  Parifh  fo  to  do ;  and  therefore  praying,  that  leave  may  be  given  to  bring 
in  a  Bill,  for  carrying  the  faid  Agreements  into  Execution. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
for  Religion ;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof  and  report  the  fame,  with 
their  Opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe. 

A  Petition  of  feveral  Perfons,  of  the  Parifh  of  Botetourt,  whofe  Names  are  thereunto 
388  fubferibed,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read ;  fetting  forth,  that  the  Veftry  of  the 
faid  Parifh,  having  purchafed  five  hundred  and  thirty  Acres  of  Land,  for  a  Glebe,  which 
coft  the  Parifh  three  hundred  Pounds,  afterwards  fold  the  fame,  without  any  Authority, 
and  purchafed  five  hundred  Acres  of  Land  for  a  Glebe,  with  a  Water  Grift  Mill,  and 
other  valuable  improvements  thereon,  for  feven  hundred  Pounds;  and  that  the  faid 
Veftry  have  affeffed  upon  the  Parifhioners  other  illegal  expences ;  and  therefore  praying 
Redrefs,  and  that  the  faid  Veftry  may  be  diffolved. 

A  Petition  of  John  May,  Clerk  of  the  Court  of  the  County  of  Botetourt,  was  prefented 
to  the  Houfe,  and  read;  fetting  forth,  that  in  the  Months  of  April  and  May,  1774,  the 
faid  Court,  proceeding  in  their  ordinary  Bufinefs,  had  awarded  feveral  Judgments, 
upon  which ;  with  the  Cofts  taxed  Executions  had  iffued,  neither  the  Juftices  nor  the 
Clerk  knowing  the  fee  Bill  to  be  expired;  and  that  fome  of  the  Executions  not  being 
returned,  others  had  iffued  in  a  few  Cafes,  where  it  was  neceffary  to  fecure  the  debts, 
omitting  the  Cofts  accrued  in  thofe  two  Months,  by  which  the  Creditors  have  fuffered 
confiderable  loffes;  and  further  fetting  forth,  that  it  is  very  difficult  for  the  Officers  to 
collect  their  Fees  from  the  Parties,  who  do  not  refide  in  the  fame  Counties ;  and  there- 
fore praying  the  Houfe  to  take  thefe  matters  into  Confideration,  and  make  fuch  Law 
as  fhall  be  found  expedient,  and  particularly  provide  for  the  payment  of  Fees  within  the 
County,  where  the  fuit  fhall  be  profecuted. 

A  Motion  was  made,  and  the  Queftion  being  put,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred 
to  the  Confideration  of  a  Committee. 
a»  It  paffed  in  the  Negative. 

A  Petition  of  Hugh  Walker  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  Read;  fetting  forth, 
that  the  Petitioner  for  fometime  paft  had  kept  the  Ferry  from  Urbanna,  over  Rappa- 
hanock  River,  to  a  place,  called  Arm's  Creek,  and  had,  at  confiderable  expence,  provided 
good  failing  and  other  Boats,  for  the  Accomodation  and  conveyance  of  Paffengers ;  that 
there  is  another  Ferry,  from  the  North  fide  of  the  faid  River,  at  a  flatty  and  inconvenient 
landing  place,  about  half  a  Mile  lower  than  Arm's  Creek,  that  at  prefent  the  profits  of 
the  Ferry,  kept  by  the  Petitioner,  are  not  fufficient  to  defray  the  neceffary  expences  of 
it ;  and  that  he  hath  purchafed  a  fmall  piece  of  Land,  at  Arm's  Creek,  to  and  from  which 
he  propofes  to  keep  the  faid  Ferry ;  and  therefore  praying,  that  no  other  Ferry,  befides 
that  kept  by  the  Petitioner,  may  be  from  Urbanna,  over  Rappahanock,  to  the  County  of 
Lancaster. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
of  Propofitions  and  Grievances;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and 
report  the  fame,  with  their  Opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe. 

A  Petition  of  John  Black  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read;  fetting  forth,  that 
the  Petitioner,  in  June,  1764,  entered  into  the  fervice  of  this  Colony,  as  a  Soldier  in  the 
Militia,  and  was  difcharged  in  September  following,  but  never  received  any  fa  tiff  action, 
either  through  the  negledl  of  the  Officer  under  whom  he  ferved,  or  through  his  own 

ignorance 
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ignorance  of  the  proper  method  of  application  for  it ;  and  therefore  praying  the  Houfe  to 
take  his  cafe  into  confideration,  and  make  him  fuch  allowance  as  they  fhall  think 
reafonable. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
of  public  Claims;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  fame, 
with  their  Opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Lyne  be  added  to  the  Committee  for  Religion. 

A  Meffage  from  the  Council  by  Mr  Blair  : 

M'  Speaker, 

The  Council  have  directed  tne  to  lay  before  this  Houfe  a  Copy  of  their  proceedings, 
upon  a  Report,  which  liad  prevailed,  relative  to  the  Marines  and  Sailors  belonging  to  his 
Majefty's  Ship  the  Fowey ;  and  he  prefented  the  fame  at  the  bar. 

And  then  the  Meffenger  withdrew. 

The  faid  copy  of  the  Council's  proceedings  was  read,  and  is  as  followeth,  viz: 

It  having  been  reported,  that  the  Marines  and  Sailors,  belonging  to  his  Majefty's  Ship 
the  Fowey,  were  expefted  to  be  at  the  Palace  this  day,  by  the  Governor's  order,  and  that  the 
People  of  the  City  of  Williamfburg,  and  Counties  adjoining,  were  greatly  alarmed  thereat, 
and  were  determined  to  attack  the  faid  Marines  and  Sailors,  if  they  fhould  come;  it  was 
ordered,  tliat  Richard  Corbin  and  Robert  Carter,  Efquires,  wait  on  his  Excellency,  in  the 
name  of  the  Council,  to  defire  he  would  be  pleafed  to  give  Orders  for  f topping  them,  and 
thereby  prevent  the  great  Calamity  which  was  otherwife  likely  to  enfue.  Richard  Corbin  an 
Efquire,  reported,  that  the  Gentlemen  appointed  had,  according  to  order,  waited  on  the 
Governor,  who  appeared  to  be  aftonifhed  at  the  Report  which  had  prevailed,  affured  them, 
that  he  had  given  no  Orders  for  the  Marines  or  Sailors,  nor  did  he  know  of  its  being  intended 
by  anybody  to  fend  them  to  the  Palace;  and  that,  in  Cafe  of  any  fuch  defign,  he  would  fend 
to  prevent  it. 

Ordered,  that  the  thanks  of  this  Houfe  be  given  to  the  Council,  for  laying  a  Copy  of 
their  proceedings  before  the  Houfe,  upon  the  Report,  relative  to  the  Marines  and 
Sailors,  belonging  to  his  Mafefty's  Ship  the  Fowey;  and  that  Mr  Cary  and  Mr  Charles 
Carter,  of  Lancaster,  do  acquaint  the  Council  therewith. 

Mr  Mercer  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  according  to  Order,  a  Bill  to  dock  the  intail  of 
certain  Lands  whereof  James  Rofcow  is  feifed,  and  for  other  purpofes  therein  mentioned; 
and  the  fame  was  received,  and  read  the  firft  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  fecond  time. 

Ordered,  that  Captain  James  Innes,  of  the  Voluntier  Company  of  the  City  of  Wil- 
liamfburg, be  defired  to  employ  any  number  of  Men,  that  he  fhall  think  fufficient,  to 
guard  the  public  Magazine  in  this  City,  until  fuch  time  as  the  Houfe  fhall  direct  the 
Guard  to  be  dif continued ;  and  that  Mr  Braxton  do  acquaint  him  therewith. 

And  then  the  Houfe  adjourned  till  Tomorrow  Morning,  ten  of  the  Clock. 


X#e6nes&a?.  tl)e  7tl)  of  lutie.  15  Geo  III.  1775. 

SEVERAL  other  Members,  having  taken  the  Oaths  appointed  to  be  taken  by 
Adt  of  Parliament,  and  repeated  and  fubfcribed  the  Teft,  took  their  places  in 
the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Lemuel  Riddick  be  added  to  the  Committee  of  Privileges  and 
Elections,  to  the  Committee  of  Proportions  and  Grievances,  and  to  the  Committee  of 

Trade. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Willis  Riddick  be  added  to  the  Committee  of  Proportions  and 
Grievances  and  to  the  Committee  of  Public  Claims. 

The 
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v      The  order   of  the  Day  being  read,  for  taking  into  Confideration  the  Governor's 
written  Meffage  relative  to  the  Gun-Powder,  which  has  been  removed  from  the  public 
Magazine,  by  his  Excellencys  Order. 
The  faid  Meffage  was  again  read. 

Refolved,  that  an  Addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  to  exprefs 
to  his  Lordfhip  our  Thanks  for  his  kind  tender  of  fervices,  in  behalf  of  this  Colony,  and 
for  reftoring  the  public  tranquility  on  a  fure  and  firm  foundation ;  to  affure  his  Lordfhip 
that  we  have  the  higheft  Senfe  of  his  Services  on  the  late  Indian  Expedition,  and  fin- 
cerely  lament  that  any  event  fhould  fufpend  the  happinefs  which  his  Lordfhip  hath 
enjoyed  among  us ;  that,  wifhing  a  reftoration  of  Peace  and  harmony,  we  had  directed 
an  enquiry  into  the  Caufes  of  the  late  great  uneafinefs  given  to  the  People,  which  we 
fhall  proceed  on  with  that  attention  recommended  by  his  Lordfhip,  and  apply,  on  our 
parts,  remedies  the  beft  our  Abilities  can  fuggeft. 

Ordered,  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  draw  up  an  Addrefs,  to  be  prefented  to 
the  Governor  upon  the  faid  Refolution. 
204  And  a  Committee  was  appointed  of  Mr  Mercer,  Mr  Treafurer,  Mr  Cary,  Mr  •  Dandridge 

Mr  Henry  Lee  and  Mr  Munford. 

Ordered,  that  the  Governor's  Meffage  be  referred  to  the  faid  Committee. 
Ordered,  that  the  other  order  of  the  Day,  for  the  Houfe  to  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  take  into  Confideration  the  Governor's  Speech,  be  now 
read. 

And  the  faid  Order  being  read  accordingly. 

Ordered,  that  the  Governor's  Speech,  and  the  joint  Addrefs  of  the  Lords  and  Com- 
mons, on  the  feventh  of  February  laft,  and  his  Majefty's  Anfwer,  and  alfo  the  Refolution 
of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  of  the  twenty  feventh  of  the  fame  Month,  Referred  to  in  the 
faid  fpeech,  which,  upon  Friday  laft,  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table,  be  referred  to  the 
faid  Committee. 

Then  the  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  the  faid  Committee. 
Mr  Speaker  left  the  Chair 
Mr  Cary  took  the  Chair  of  the  Committee. 
Mr  Speaker  refumed  the  Chair. 

Mr  Cary  reported  from  the  Committee,  that  they  had  made  fome  progrefs  in  the 
matter  to  them  referred ;  and  that  he  was  directed  by  the  Committee  to  move,  that  they 
may  have  leave  to  fit  again. 

Refolved,  that  the  Houfe  will,  Tomorrow,  Refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  Houfe,  to  take  into  their  further  Confideration  the  Governor's  Speech. 

Mr  Jones  reported  from  the  Committee  for  Courts  of  Juftice,  who  were  appointed 
to  inquire  what  laws  are  expired  fmce  the  laft  Seffion ;  or  will  expire  with  the  end  of  this 
Seffion  or  are  near  expiring,  and  to  report  their  opinion  to  the  Houfe,  which  of  them 
295  are  fit  to  be  revived,  or  continued,  that  the  Committee  had  inquired  accordingly  and 
have  come  to  feveral  Refolutions,  which  they  had  directed  him  to  report  to  the  Houfe  ■ 
and  he  read  the  Report  in  his  Place,  and  afterwards  delivered  it  in  at  the  Clerk's  Table 
where  the  Refolutions  of  the  Committee  were  read,  and  are  as  followeth,  viz. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  Ad  of  Affembly,  made 
in  the  tenth  Year  of  his  prefent  Majefty's  Reign,  intituled,  "An  Ad1  for  giving  a  Salary 
to  the  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Burgeffes"  which  was  revived  by  an  other  Adt  made  in  the 
twelfth  Year  of  the  fame  Reign  and  being  fo  revived  expired  at  the  meeting  of  this 
prefent  Affembly,  ought  to  be  again  revived. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  Adt  of  Affembly  made 
in  the  feventh  Year  of  his  prefent  Majefty's  Reign  intituled  "An  Ad'  for  appointing 
a  Treafurer''  which  was  continued  by  two  other  Ads  made  in  the  tenth  and  twelfth 
Years  of  his  faid  Majefty's  Reign,  and  which  will  expire  with  the  End  of  this  prefent 
Seffion  of  Affembly,  ought  to  be  further  continued. 

Refolved, 

'  Hening's,  VIII,  p.  210.  *  Ibid.,  VIII,  p.  211. 
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Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee  that  the  Act  of  Affembly,  made 
in  the  tenth  Year  of  his  prefent  Majefty's  Reign,  intituled  "An  Ad'  to  prevent  the  ex- 
orbitant Exadions  of  the  Collectors  of  the  County  and  Parifh  Levies"  which  will  expire 
with  the  End  of  this  prefent  Seffion  of  Affembly,  ought  to  be  continued. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  Ad  of  Affembly  made 
in  the  tenth  Year  of  his  prefent  Majefty's  Reign,  intituled  "An  Ad2  to  make  Provision 
for  the  fupport  and  Maintenance  of  I  deots.  Lunatics  and  other  Perfons  of  unfound  Minds" 
which  will  expire  with  the  End  of  this  prefent  Seffion  of  Affembly  ought  to  be  continued.  296 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  Act  of  Affembly  made 
in  the  thirtieth  Year  of  the  Reign  of  his  late  Majefty  King  George  the  fecond  intituled 
''An  Ad*  for  the  better  regulating  and  difciplining  the  Militia"  which  hath  been  continued 
and  amended  by  feveral  other  Acts  and  which  expired  on  the  twentieth  Day  of  July 
1773,  ought  to  be  revived. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee  that  the  Act  of  Affembly,  made 
in  the  eleventh  Year  of  his  prefent  Majefty's  Reign,  intituled,  "An  Ad*  for  the  Relief 
of  the  fufferers  by  the  lofs  of  Tobacco  damaged  or  burnt  in  feveral  Warehoufes,"  which  will 
expire  on  the  twenty  fifth  Day  of  October  1775,  ought  to  be  continued. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  Act  of  Affembly,  made 
in  the  fifth  Year  of  his  prefent  Majefty's  Reign,  intituled,  "An  Ad*  for  amending  the 
Staple  of  Tobacco,  and  preventing  Frauds  in  his  Majefty's  Cuftoms,"  which  hath  been 
continued,  and  amended  by  feveral  other  Acts  and  which  will  expire  on  the  firft  Day 
of  October  1775,  ought  not  to  be  further  continued. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  Act  of  Affembly,  made 
in  the  thirtieth  Year  of  the  Reign  of  his  late  Majefty  King  George,  the  Second,  intituled, 
"An  Ad6  for  reducing  the  feveral  Ads  of  Affembly  for  making  Provision  againft  Invasions, 
and  Infurredions  into  one  Ad,"  which  hath  been  continued  by  feveral  Acts,  and  which 
will  expire  on  the  eighth  Day  of  June  1775,  ought  to  be  further  continued. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  Act  of  Affembly,  made 
in  the  nineteenth  Year  of  the  Reign  of  his  late  Majefty,  King  George,  the  fecond,  inti- 
tuled, "An  Ad?  for  the  better  regulating  and  colleding  certain  Officers  Fees,  and  for  other 
purpofes  therein  mentioned,"  which  hath  been  continued  and  amended  by  feveral  other 
Acts,  and  which  expired  on  the  twelfth  Day  of  April  1774.  ought  not  to  be  revived. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  Act  of  Affembly,  made 
in  the  third  Year  of  his  prefent  Majefty's  Reign,  intituled,  "An  Ad3  for  the  more  effedual 
keeping  the  public  Roads,  and  Bridges  in  Repair,"  which  hath  been  continued,  amended, 
and  revived  by  two  feveral  Acts,  and  which  will  expire  with  the  end  of  this  prefent 
Seffion  of  Affembly,  ought  to  be  further  continued. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  Act  of  Affembly  made 
in  the  twelfth  Year  of  his  prefent  Majefty's  Reign,  intituled,  "An  Ad9  for  keeping  in 
Repair  feveral  Roads,  and  for  other  Purpofes,  therein  mentioned"  which  expired  on  the 
eleventh  Day  of  April  1774,  ought  not  to  be  revived. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  fo  much  of  the  Act  of  Af- 
fembly, made  in  the  twelfth  Year  of  his  prefent  Majefty's  Reign,  intituled,  "An  Ad 
for  keeping  in  Repair  feveral  Roads,  and  for  other  purpofes,  therein  mentioned,"  which 
expired  on  the  eleventh  Day  of  April  1774,  ought  not  to  be  revived. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  fo  much  of  the  Act  of  Af- 
fembly, made  in  the  twelfth  Year  of  his  prefent  Majefty's  Reign,  intituled,  "An  Adl° 
to  amend  an  Ad,  intituled  an  Ad  for  the  better  prefervation  of  the  breed  of  Deer,  and  pre- 
venting unlawful  Hunting,"  as  fubjects  to  a  Penalty  any  Perfon,  who  fhall  hunt,  fhoot, 
or  kill,  in  any  manner,  any  wild  Deer,  until  the  firft  Day  of  Auguft,  which  fhall  be  in  the 
Year  of  our  Lord  1776,  ought  not  to  be  continued. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  Act  of  Affembly  made 
in  the  twenty  fifth  Year  of  the  Reign  of  his  late  Majefty  King  George  the  fecond,  in- 
tituled 

»  Hening's,  VIII,  p.  381.  '  Ibid.,  VIII,  p.  378.  3  Ibid.,  VII,  p.  93.  4  Ibid.,  VIII,  p.  493. 
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tituled  "An  Ad1  for  reviving  the  duty  upon  Slaves,  to  be  paid  by  the  Buyers,  for  the  term 
therein  mentioned,"  and  one  other  Act  of  Affembly,  made  in  the  thirty  third  Year  of  his 
faid  Majefty's  Reign,  intituled,  "An  Ad*  to  oblige  Perfons,  bringing  Slaves  into  this 
Colony  from  Maryland,  Carolina,  and  the  Weft  Indies,  for  their  own  Ufe,  to  pay  a  Duty, 
which  have  been  continued  by  feveral  other  Acts,  and  which  expired  on  the  twentieth 
Day  of  April  1773,  ought  to  be  revived. 

The  fix  firft  Refolutions  of  the  Committee,  being  feverally  read  a  fecond  time  were 
upon  the  Queftion  feverally  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

The  feventh  Refolution  of  the  Committee,  being  read  a  fecond  time,  was,  upon  the 
Queftion  put  thereupon,  poftponed. 

The  eighth  Refolution  of  the  Committee,  being  read  a  fecond  time,  was  upon  the 
Queftion  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

The  ninth  Refolution  of  the  Committee,  being  read  a  fecond  time,  was,  upon  the 
Queftion  put  thereupon,  poftponed. 

The  fubfequent  Refolutions  of  the  Committee,  being  feverally  read  a  fecond  time, 
were,  upon  the  Queftion  feverally  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  a  Bill  or  Bills  be  brought  in  purfuant  to  the  firft,  fecond,  third,  fourth, 
fifth,  eighth,  tenth,  and  thirteenth  Refolutions  of  the  faid  Committee ;  and  that  the  faid 
Committee  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  fame. 

A  Petition  of  James  Henry  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read,  the  Petitioner, 
Mr  Ifaac  Smith,  Mr  Southey  Simpfon,  and  others  offered  themfelves  as  Candidates  for  the 
County  of  Accomack,  to  ferve  in  General  Affembly;  that  at  the  clofe  of  the  Poll,  the 
Sheriff  returned  the  faid  Southey  Simpfon  and  Ifaac  Smith  as  duly  elected  Burgeffes, 
although  the  Petitioner  believes,  and  hopes  he  fhall  be  able  to  prove,  that  he  had  more 
good  Votes  at  the  faid  Election  than  the  faid  Ifaac  Smith  and  ought  to  have  been  re- 
turned duly  elected  for  the  faid  County ;  and  therefore  praying  that  the  Premifes  may 
be  taken  into  the  Confideration  of  this  Honourable  Houfe  and  that  he  may  have  fuch 
Relief  as  the  juftnefs  of  his  Cafe  fhall  appear  to  merit. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee  of 
Privileges  and  Elections ;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the 
fame,  with  their  Opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill,  to  amend  the  Act,  intituled  An  Ad* 
for  better  fecuring  the  payment  of  Levies,  and  reftraint  of  Vagrants,  and  for  making 
provifion  for  the  poor;  and  that  Mr  Carrington,  and  Mr  Terry,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the 
fame. 

A  Meffage  from  the  Governor  by  Mr  Blair: 

Mr  Speaker 

I  am  commanded  by  the  Governor,  to  lay  before  this  Houfe  his  Excellency' s  written 
Meffage,  in  anfwer  to  your  Addrefs  of  this  day;  and  he  prefented  the  fame  at  the  Bar; 
and  the  faid  Meffage  was  read,  and  is  as  followeth,  viz: 

sot  Mr  Speaker  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Burgeffes, 

In  anfwer  to  your  Addrefs  of  this  day,  I  affure  the  Houfe,  that  my  Meffage,  to  which 
it  alluded,  for  proper  information  only,  which  I  thought  neceffary,  becaufe,  as  I  would  by 
no  means  infringe  any  Rule  of,  or  omit  any  Ceremony  due  to  your  Houfe,  I  could  not  but 
exped  to  be  treated  with  the  fame  attention :  and  to  give  you  a  proof  of  my  define,  to  avoid 
every  kind  of  controverfy,  I  have  ordered  the  Key  of  the  Magazine  to  be  delivered  to  the 
Committee,  appointed  by  your  Order  of  Monday. 

DUN  MOKE. 

A  Petition  of  feveral  Perfons,  inhabitants  of  the  County  of  Amherft,  whofe  names 
are  thereunto  fubfcribed,  praying  that  a  public  ferry1   may  be  eftablifhed  from  the 

land 

■  Hening's,  VI,  p.  217.  >  Ibid.  VII.,  p.  338.  3  Ibid.,  IX,  p,  216.  «  Ibid.,  IX,  p.  233. 
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land  of  Henry  Trent,  in  the  County  of  Amherft,  on  the  North  fide,  to  the  land  of  Nicholas 
Dairies,  in  the  County  of  Bedford,  on  the  other  fide,  of  the  Fluvanna  River,  and  alfo 

A  Petition  of  feveral  Perfons,  inhabitants  of  the  faid  County  of  Amherft,  whofe 
names  are  thereunto  fubfcribed,  in  oppofition  to  the  faid  Petition  for  a  Ferry. 

Were  feverally  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petitions  be  feverally  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the 
Committee  of  Propofitions  and  Grievances ;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof, 
and  report  the  fame,  with  their  Opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe. 

A  Petition  of  feveral  Perfons  of  the  County  of  Culpeper,  whofe  names  are  thereunto 
fubfcribed,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read;  praying  that  a  public  ferry  may  be 
eftablifhed  over  the  River  Rapidanne,  at  a  place  called  Eley's  Ford,  from  the  Land  of 
Bowles  Armiftead,  Gentleman,  in  the  County  of  Culpeper,  to  the  land  of  Alexander 
Spotfwood,  Gentleman,  in  the  County  of  Spotfylvania. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
of  Propofitions  and  Grievances;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and 
report  the  fame,  with  their  Opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe. 

A  Petition  of  Thomas  Wills  and  Anne  his  Wife  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and 
read;  fetting  forth,  that  the  Petitioners  are  feifed  in  Fee  Tail  of  three  hundred  and 
fifty  Acres  of  land,  or  thereabouts,  in  the  County  of  Warwick,  and  that  it  will  be  greatly 
for  their  advantage  to  fell  the  fame,  and  fettle  other  lands  and  Slaves  in  lieu  thereof; 
and  therefore  praying,  that  leave  may  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  that  purpofe. 

Ordered,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  purfuant  to  the  prayer  of  the  faid 
Petition ;  and  that  Mr  Munford  do  prepare,  and  bring  in  the  fame. 

Mr  Treasurer  reported  to  the  Houfe,  that  the  Governor,  having  been  waited  on, 
purfuant  to  the  order  of  Monday  laft,  to  know  his  pleafure,  when  he  would  be  attended 
by  this  Houfe,  had  been  pleafed  to  appoint  to  be  attended  tomorrow,  at  one  of  the 
Clock  in  the  afternoon,  in  the  Council  Chamber. 

Mr  Treasurer  reported  to  the  Houfe,  that  their  Addrefs  to  the  Governor  of  Monday 
laft,  defiring  that  he  will  be  pleafed  to  dire<5t  the  proper  Officer  to  lay  before  this  Houfe 
the  amount  of  the  Tonnage  of  one  fhilling  and  threepence,  Sterling,  impofed  on  Ships 
and  Veffels  trading  to  this  Colony,  from  the  Year  1762,  had  been  prefented  to  his  Ex-  302 
cellency  and  that  he  had  directed  him  to  acquaint  the  Houfe,  that  he  would  fend  an 
Anfwer  thereto  by  a  Meffenger. 

Mr  Carrington  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  according  to  order,  a  Bill  to  amend  the  A<ft, 
intituled  An  Ad1  for  better  fecuring  the  payment  of  Levies,  and  restraint  of  Vagrants, 
and  for  making  Provifion  for  the  Poor;  and  the  fame  was  received  and  read  the  firft  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  fecond  time. 

A  Bill  for  raifing  a  Capital  fum  of  forty  thoufand  Pounds  Sterling,  by  fubfcription, 
and  eftablifhing  a  Company  for  opening  and  extending  the  navigation  of  the  River 
Potowmack,  was  read  a  fecond  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  committed  to  Mr  Mercer,  Mr  Broadwater,  Mr  Zane,  Mr 
Peyton,  Mr  Clapham,  Mr  Henry  Lee,  and  Mr  Nevill. 

A  Petition  of  William  Fleming,  of  the  County  of  Botetourt,  was  prefented  to  the 
Houfe,  and  read;  fetting  forth,  that  in  the  Year  1755,  the  Petitioner  entered  into  the 
Service  of  this  Colony,  and  continued  therein  until  the  end  of  the  War,  in  1763,  when 
the  Virginia  Regiment  was  difbanded,  after  which  he  fupported  himfelf  and  his  Family, 
by  the  Practice  of  Surgery,  until  he  was  called  out  on  duty  the  laft  year,  under  the 
command  of  Colonel  Andrew  Lewis,  lieutenant  of  the  faid  County,  and  marched  with 
the  Troops  there  raifed  againft  the  Indian  Enemy  on  the  frontiers  where  in  an  engage- 
ment, the  tenth  day  of  October,  the  Petitioner  was  wounded  in  the  Breaft  and  left  Arm, 
fo  that  he  is  unable  to  exercife  his  profef fion  of  a  Surgeon ;  and  therefore  praying  the 
Houfe  to  take  his  Cafe  into  Confideration,  and  grant  him  relief. 

Ordered, 

Hening's,  IX,  p.  216. 
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a,s  Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  confideration  of  the  Committee 

of  public  Claims;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  fame, 
with  their  Opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe. 

Mr  Digges  reported  from  the  Committee,  to  whom  the  Bill,  to  dock  the  intail  of 
four  hundred  Acres  of  land,  whereof  Edward  Harwood  and  Elizabeth  his  Wife  are  feifed, 
and  fettling  other  lands  and  Slaves  in  lieu  thereof,  and  for  other  purpofes  therein  men- 
tioned, was  committed,  that  the  Committee  had  examined  the  Alligations  of  the  Bill 
and  found  the  fame  to  be  true ;  and  that  the  Committee  had  directed  him  to  report  the 
Bill  to  the  Houfe,  without  any  Amendment ;  and  he  delivered  the  Bill  in  at  the  Clerk's 
Table. 

Ordered,  that  the  Bill  be  ingroffed. 

And  then  the  Houfe  adjourned  till  Tomorrow  Morning,  ten  of  the  Clock. 


I3l)urs&a?,  tye  Stl)  of  lune,  15  <Bto.  Ill  1775. 

SEVERAL  other  Members,  having  taken  the  Oaths  appointed  to  be  taken  by  A<5t 
of  Parliament,  and  repeated  and  fubfcribed  the  Teft,  took  their  places  in  the 
Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Wood  be  added  to  the  Committee  for  Religion,  and  to  the 
Committee  of  Propofitions  and  Grievances. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Scott  be  added  to  the  Committee  of  public  Claims. 

A  Bill  to  enable  Perfons  living  in  other  Countries  to  difpofe  of  their  Eftates  in  this 
Colony,  with  more  eafe  and  convenience,  and  for  other  purpofes  therein  mentioned, 
was  read  a  fecond  time. 

Ordered,  that  the  Bill  be  engroffed. 
sm  An  engroffed  Bill  to  confirm  the  titles  to  fundry  Houfes  and  lots  of  Land,  whereof 

Nathaniel  Walthoe,  Efquire,  died  feifed,  to  the  purchafers  thereof,  was  read  the  third 
time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  do  pafs:  and  that  the  title  be,  An  Ad1  to  confirm  the  titles  to 
fundry  Houfes  and  lots  of  land,  whereof  Nathaniel  Walthoe,  Efquire,  died  feifed,  to  the 
purdiafers  thereof. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Mercer  to  carry  the  Bill  to  the  Council,  and  defire  their  Con- 
currence. 

Mr  Jones  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  according  to  order,  a  Bill  to  revive  the  Act, 
intituled  An  Ad2  for  giving  a  Salary  to  the  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Burgeffes;  and  the 
fame  was  received,  and  read  the  firft  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  fecond  time. 

Mr  Jones  prefented  to  the  Houfe  according  to  order,  a  Bill  for  further  continuing 
an  Act  intituled  An  Ad*  for  appointing  a  Treafurer;  and  the  fame  was  received,  and 
read  the  firft  time. 

A  Bill  to  amend  the  Act,  intituled  An  Ad*  for  better  fecuring  the  payment  of  levies, 
and  reftraint  of  Vagrants,  and  for  making  Provifion  for  the  Poor,  was  read  a  fecond  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  committed. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  Houfe. 

Refolved,  that  this  Houfe  will,  Tomorrow  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  Houfe,  upon  the  faid  Bill. 

A  Bill  for  altering  and  eftablifliing  the  boundaries  of  the  Counties  of  Stafford  and 
King  George,  was  read  a  fecond  time. 

Ordered,  that  the  Bill  be  engroffed. 

A  Bill  to  dock  the  intail  of  certain  lands  whereof  James  Rofcow  is  feifed,  and  for 
other  purpofes  therein  mentioned,  was  read  a  fecond  time. 
______  Refolved, 

'  Not  recorded  as  a  law.     »  Hening's,  IX,  p.  213.         3  Ibid.,  VII,  p.  33.         *  Ibid.,  IX,  p. 216. 
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Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  committed  to  Mr  Mercer,  Mr  Harwood,  Mr  Langhorne,  Mr 
Digges,  Mr  Nelfon,  Mr  Attorney  General,  Mr  Jones,  Mr  Jefjerfon,  Mr  Dandridge,  Mr  Banifter, 
Mr  Munford,  and  Mr  Carrington. 

Mr  Cary  reported  from  the  Committee  of  public  Claims,  to  whom  the  Petition  of 
Stephen  Ham  was  referred,  that  the  committee  had  examined  the  matter  of  the  faid 
Petition,  and  had  come  to  a  Refolution  thereupon,  which  they  had  directed  him  to 
report  to  the  Houfe ;  and  he  read  the  report  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  it  in 
at  the  Clerk's  Table;  where  the  Refolution  of  the  Committee  was  read,  and  is  as  fol- 
loweth,  viz. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  faid  Petition  is  reafon- 
able ;  and  that  the  Petitioner  ought  to  be  allowed  the  fum  of  fifty  Pounds  for  the  flave 
Judy  in  his  faid  Petition  mentioned. 

The  faid  Refolution,  being  read  a  fecond  time,  was,  upon  the  Queftion  put  there- 
upon, agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

Refolved,  that  the  fum  of  fifty  pounds  be  paid  to  Stephen  Ham,  for  his  negro  Woman 
flave  Judy  who  was  committed  to  Gaol  for  murder ;  and  died  before  the  time  appointed 
for  her  trial. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Cary  do  carry  the  Refolution  to  the  Council,  and  defire  their 
Concurrence. 

Mr  Cary  reported  from  the  Committee  of  public  Claims,  to  whom  the  Petition  of 
Abram  Field,  a  Soldier  wounded  in  the  late  engagement  with  the  Indians,  was  referred, 
that  the  Committee  had  examined  the  matter  of  the  faid  Petition,  and  had  come  to  a  ^ 
Refolution  thereupon,  which  they  had  directed  him  to  report  to  the  Houfe;  and  he 
read  the  Report  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  it  in  at  the  Clerk's  Table;  where 
the  Refolution  of  the  Committee  was  read,  and  is  as  followeth,  viz. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  faid  Petition  is  reafonable ; 
and  that  the  Petitioner  ought  to  be  allowed  the  fum  of  twenty  pounds  for  his  prefent 
relief,  and  the  further  fum  of  ten  pounds  per  Annum,  during  his  life  as  a  recompence 
for  the  wound  he  received  in  the  defenfe  of  this  Colony. 

The  faid  Refolution,  being  read  a  fecond  time,  was  upon  the  Queftion  put  thereupon, 
agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

Refolved,  that  the  fum  of  twenty  pounds  be  paid  to  Abram  Field,  a  foldier  wounded 
in  the  late  Indian  expedition,  and  that  the  fum  of  ten  pounds,  per  Annum,  be  paid  to 
him,  during  his  life. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Cary  do  carry  the  Refolution  to  the  Council,  and  defire  their  Con- 
currence. 

The  Order  of  the  day  being  read ; 

Refolved,  that  this  Houfe  will,  Tomorrow,  take  into  their  further  confideration  the 
Governor's  Speech. 

Mr  Cary  reported  from  the  Committee  of  public  Claims,  to  whom  the  Petition  of 
John  McKenny,  a  foldier  wounded  in  the  late  Indian  expedition  was  referred,  that  the 
Committee  had  examined  the  matter  of  the  faid  Petition,  and  had  come  to  a  Refolution 
thereupon,  which  they  had  directed  him  to  report  to  the  Houfe,  and  he  read  the  Report 
in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  it  in  at  the  Clerk's  Table ;  where  the  Refolution 
of  the  Committee  was  read,  and  is  as  followeth,  viz. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee  that  the  faid  Petition  is  reafonable,  OT 
and  that  the  Petitioner  ought  to  be  allowed  the  fum  of  twenty  five  Pounds  for  his  prefent 
Relief,  and  the  further  fum  of  ten  pounds,  per  Annum,  during  his  Life,  as  a  recompence 
for  the  Wounds  he  received  in  the  defence  of  this  Colony. 

The  faid  Refolution,  being  read  a  fecond  time,  was,  upon  the  Queftion  put  thereupon, 
agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

Refolved,  that  the  fum  of  twenty  five  Pounds  be  paid  to  John  McKenny,  a  foldier 
wounded  in  the  late  Indian  expedition ;  and  that  the  fum  of  ten  pounds,  per  Annum, 

be  paid  to  him,  during  his  life. 

Ordered, 
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Ordered,  that  Mr  Cary  do  carry  the  Resolution  to  the  Council,  and  defire  their 
Concurrence. 

Mr  Cary  reported  from  the  Committee  of  public  Claims,  to  whom  the  Petition  of 
Cecelia  Collier,  Executrix  of  the  laft  Will  and  Teftament  of  John  Collier,  deceafed, 
praying  to  be  relieved  againft  a  bond  entered  into  by  her  Teftator,  was  referred,  that 
the  Committee  had  examined  the  matter  of  the  faid  Petition,  and  had  come  to  a  Refolu- 
tion  thereupon,  which  they  had  directed  him  to  report  to  the  Houfe ;  and  he  read  the 
Report  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  it  in  at  the  Clerk's  Table ;  where  the  R< 
lution  of  the  Committee  was  read,  and  is  as  followeth,  viz: 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  rejected. 

The  faid  Refolution ,  being  read  a  fecond  time,  was,  upon  the  Queftion  put  thereupon, 
agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

Mr  Cary  reported  from  the  Committee  of  public  Claims,  to  whom  the  Petition  of 
William  Shepherd,  a  foldier  wounded  in  the  late  Indian  expedition,  was  referred ,  that 
sw  the  Committee  had  examined  the  matter  of  the  faid  Petition,  and  had  come  to  a  Refo- 
lution thereupon,  which  they  had  directed  him  to  report  to  the  Houfe ;  and  he  read  the 
Report  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  it  in  at  the  Clerk's  Table ;  where  the  Refo- 
lution of  the  Committee  was  read,  and  is  as  followeth,  viz: 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  faid  Petition  is  reafon- 
able ;  and  that  the  Petitioner  ought  to  be  allowed  the  fum  of  ten  pounds,  for  his  prefent 
Relief,  and  the  fum  of  feven  pounds  ten  fhillings,  during  his  life,  as  a  recompence  for 
the  wounds  he  received  in  the  defence  of  this  Colony ;  and  alfo  that  the  fum  of  fixteen 
pounds  fourteen  fhillings  and  two  pence  be  paid  to  him  for  the  ufe  of  William  Smith, 
the  Surgeon,  for  attending  dreifing,  and  furnifhing  Medicines,  to  effect  the  cure  of  the 
faid  Petitioner. 

The  faid  Refolution,  being  read  a  fecond  time,  was,  upon  the  Queftion  put  there- 
upon, agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

Refolved,  that  the  fum  of  ten  Pounds  be  paid  to  William  Shepherd,  a  Soldier, 
wounded  in  the  late  Indian  expedition ;  and  that  the  fum  of  feven  pounds  and  ten 
fhillings,  per  annum,  be  paid  to  him,  during  his  life ;  and  alfo,  that  the  fum  of  fixteen 
pounds  fourteen  fhillings  and  two  pence  be  paid  to  him,  for  the  ufe  of  William  Smith, 
the  Surgeon  for  curing  his  Wounds. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Cary  do  carry  the  Refolution  to  the  Council  and  defire  their  Con- 
currence. 

Mr  Digges  reported  from  the  Committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections,  that  the  Com- 
mittee had,  according  to  order  examined  the  Returns  of  feveral  writs  for  electing  Bur- 
geffes  to  ferve  in  this  prefent  General  Affembly  and  compared  the  fame  with  the  form 
so»  prefcribed  by  Law,  and  had  come  to  feveral  Refolutions,  which  they  had  directed 
him  to  report  to  the  Houfe ;  and  he  read  the  report  in  his  Place,  and  afterwards  delivered 
it  in  at  the  Clerk's  Table;  where  the  Refolutions  of  the  Committee  were  read,  and  are 
as  followeth,  viz. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  Returns  of  the  feveral 
Writs  for  electing  Burgeffes  to  ferve  in  this  prefent  General  Affembly  for  the  Counties 
of  Albemarle,  Amherft,  Bedford,  Buckingham,  Caroline,  Charlotte,  Charles  City,  Chefter- 
field,  Culpeper,  Cumberland,  Dinwiddie,  Fincaftle,  Halifax,  Henrico,  King  George,  Lan- 
cafter,  Louifa,  New  Kent,  Norfolk,  Northampton,  Orange,  Prince  Edward,  Prince  George, 
Prince  William,  Richmond,  Southampton,  Spotfylvania,  Weftmor eland,  and  York,  for 
the  City  of  Williamfburg  and  for  the  Borough  of  Norfolk,  are  made  in  the  form  pre- 
fcribed by  law. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee  that  the  returns  of  the  feveral 
Writs  for  electing  Burgeffes  to  ferve  in  this  prefent  General  Affembly,  for  the  Counties 
of  Augufta,  Accomack,  Amelia,  Berkeley,  Botetourt,  Brunfwick,  Dunmore,  Elizabeth 
City,  Effex,  Fairfax,  Fauquier,  Frederick,  Gloucefter,  Goochland,  Hanover,  Hampfhire, 
James  City,  Ifle  of  Wight,  King  and  Queen,  King  William,  Loudoun,  Lunenburg,  Meck- 
lenburg, 
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lenburg,  Middlefex,  Northumberland,  Princefs  Anne,  Pittfylvanta,  Stafford,  Surry,  Suffex, 
and  Warwick,  for  the  College  of  William  and  Mary,  and  for  James  Town,  are  not  made 
in  the  form  prefcribed  by  law. 

The  faid  Refolutions,  being  feverally  read  a  fecond  time,  were,  upon  the  Queftion 
feverally  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  the  Returns  of  the  feveral  Writs  for  electing  Burgeffes  to  ferve  in 
this  prefent  General  Affembly  for  the  Counties  in  the  laft  Refolution  mentioned,  be 
amended  by  the  Clerk  at  the  Table;  and  the  faid  returns  were  amended  by  the  Clerk 
accordingly. 

Mr  Wills  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  according  to  order,  a  Bill  for  vef'ting  certain  Lotts 
and  Streets,  in  the  Town  of  Pateffleld,  in  Truftees,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  men- 
tioned ;  and  the  fame  was  received,  and  read  the  firf t  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  fecond  time. 

A  Meffage  from  the  Council  by  Mr  Blair: 

Mr  Speaker, 

I  am  commanded  by  the  Council  to  deliver  to  your  houfe  a  written  meffage  from  his 
Excellency,  the  Governor,  which  was  by  him  communicated  to  the  Council,  to  be  by  them 
fent  to  you;  and  he  prefented  the  fame  at  the  bar. 

And  then  the  Meffenger  withdrew. 

The  written  Meffage  from  his  Excellency  was  read,  and  is  as  followeth,  viz. 

Mr  Speaker,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Burgeffes, 

Being  now  fully  perfuaded  that  my  P  erf  on,  and  thofe  of  my  Family  likewife,  are  in 
conftant  danger  of  falling  facrifices  to  the  blind  and  unmeafurable  fury  which  has  fo  unac- 
countably feifed  upon  the  minds  and  underftanding  of  great  numbers  of  People,  and 
apprehending  that  at  length  fome  of  them  may  work  themfelves  up  to  that  pitch  of  daring- 
nefs  and  atrocioufnefs  as  to  fall  upon  me,  in  the  defencelefs  ftate  in  which  they  know  I 
am  in  the  City  of  Williamfburg,  and  perpetrate  Ads  iliat  would  plunge  this  country 
into  the  moft  horrid  calamities,  and  render  the  breach  with  the  mother  Country  irre- 
parable, I  have  thojight  it  prudent  for  myself,  and  ferviceable  for  the  Country,  that  I 
remove  to  a  place  of  fafety;  conformable  to  which,  I  have  fixed  my  refidence,  for  the 
prefent  on  board  his  Majefty's  Ship  the  Fowey,  lying  at  York.  It  is  not  my  intention  to 
give  the  leaft  interruption  to  the  fitttng  of  the  Affembly,  but  I  hope  they  will  proceed 
in  the  great  bufinefs  which  they  have  before  them  with  diligence  and  effect.  I  fhall  take 
care  to  make  the  accefs  to  me  fo  eafy,  and  fafe,  that  the  neceffary  communication  between 
me  and  the  Houfe  may  be  attended  with  the  leaft  inconvenience  poffible;  and  I  thought  it 
would  be  more  agreeable  to  the  Houfe  to  fend  to  me,  from  time  to  time,  fome  of  their  mem- 
bers, as  occafion  fhall  require,  than  to  be  put  all  to  the  trouble  of  moving  to  be  near  me. 

I  hope  the  Houfe  will  fee  my  proceedings  on  this  occafion  as  they  were  really  meant, 
and  I  beg  them  to  be  affured  that  I  fhall  now  be  ready  to  attend  to  all  the  duties  of  my  office 
as  I  was  before;  and  that  I  am  perfectly  difpofed  to  contribute  all  in  my  power,  if  oppor- 
tunity be  given  me  to  reftore  that  harmony,  the  interruption  of  which  is  likely  to  coft  fo  dear, 
to  the  repofe,  as  well  as  to  the  comfort  of  every  individual. 

DUN  MORE. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Meffage  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe. 
Refolved,  that  this  Houfe  will  now  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
Houfe,  to  confider  of  the  faid  Meffage. 

The  Houfe  accordingly  refolved  itfelf  into  the  faid  Committee. 

Mr  Speaker  left  the  Chair: 

Mr  Cary  took  the  Chair  of  the  Committee. 

Mr  Speaker  returned  the  Chair. 

Mr 
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Mr  Cary  reported  from  the  Committee,  that  they  had  come  to  a  Refolution,  which 
812  they  had  directed  him  to  report  to  the  Houfe,  when  the  Houfe  will  be  pleafed  to  receive 
the  fame. 

Ordered,  that  the  Report  be  now  received. 

Mr  Cary  accordingly  reported  the  Refolution,  which  the  Committee  had  dire&ed 
him  to  report  to  the  Houfe;  which  he  read  in  his  Place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in 
at  the  Clerk's  Table;   where  the  fame  was  read,  and  is  as  followeth,  viz. 

Refolved,  that  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  an  Addrefs  be  prefented  to 
his  Excellency,  the  Governor,  in  anfwer  to  his  written  meffage  of  this  day,  to  reprefent 
to  his  Lordfhip  the  probable  tendency  of  his  removal  from  the  Palace,  and  the  pro- 
priety of  his  return ;  to  affure  his  Excellency,  that  we  view  with  Horror  every  defign 
that  may  be  meditated  againft  the  Perfons  of  his  Lordfhip,  his  very  amiable  Lady, 
or  Family ;  promifing  our  chearful  concurrence  in  any  proper  meafure  for  their  future 
fafety. 

The  faid  Refolution,  being  read  a  fecond  time,  was,  upon  the  Queftion  being  put 
thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  draw  up  an  addrefs,  to  be  prefented 
to  the  Governor  upon  the  faid  Refolution. 

And  a  Committee  was  appointed  of  Mr  Treasurer,  Mr  Mercer,  Mr  Jones,  Mr  Mun- 
ford,  Mr  Henry  Lee,  Mr  Dandridge,  Mr  Banifter,  and  Mr  Francis  Lightfoot  Lee;  and  they 
are  to  withdraw  immediately. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  written  Meffage  be  referred  to  the  faid  Committee. 

Mr  Treasurer  reported  from  the  Committee,  that  they  had  drawn  up  an  Addrefs 
accordingly,  which  they  had  directed  him  to  report  to  the  Houfe ;  and  he  read  the  fame 
in  his  place  and  afterwards  delivered  it  in  at  the  Clerk's  Table;  where  the  fame  was 
read,  and  is  as  followeth,  viz. 

sis  My  Lord, 

We,  his  Majefty's  dutiful  and  loyal  Subjects  the  Burgeffes  of  Virginia  affure  your  Excel- 
lency, that  it  is  with  the  greateft  concern  we  find,  by  your  Meffage  to  them,  that  your  Lord- 
fhip entertains  any  fufpicions  of  the  perfonal  fecurity  of  yourfelf  or  family,  as  we  can  by  no 
means  fuppofe  any  of  his  Majefty's  fubjeds  in  this  Colony  woidd  meditate  a  crime  fo  horrid 
and  atrocious  as  you  feem  to  apprehend.  We  are  fearful  the  ftep  your  Lordfhip  hath 
taken,  in  removing  from  the  feat  of  government,  may  conduce  to  a  continuance  of  that  great 
uneafinefs  which  hath  of  late  fo  unhappily  prevailed  in  this  Country.  We  cannot  but 
exprefs  our  concern  that  your  Lordfhip  did  not  think  proper  to  communicate  the  ground 
of  your  uneafinefs  to  us,  as,  from  our  zeal  and  attachment  to  the  prefervation  of  order  and 
good  government,  we  fhould  have  judged  it  our  indifpenfable  duty  to  have  endeavoured 
to  remove  every  caufe  of  dif quietude.  In  proof  of  the  great  refped  we  fhall  ever  pay  to 
the  reprefentative  of  our  moft  gracious  fovereign,  and  to  remove,  to  the  utmoft  of  our  power 
your  Lordfhip's  apprehenfions,  we  affure  your  Lordfhip  that  we  will  cheerfidly  concur 
in  any  meafure  that  may  be  propofed  proper  to  the  fecurity  of  yourfelf  and  family.  It  is 
with  much  anxiety  we  confider  the  very  difagreeable  fituation  of  your  Lordfhip's  moft  amiable 
Lady  and  Family,  and  fhould  think  ourfelves  happy  in  being  able  to  reftore  their  perfed 
tranquility,  by  removing  all  their  fears.  We  cannot,  my  Lord,  but  approve  your  intention 
of  not  giving  the  leaft  interruption  to  the  important  affairs  on  which  we  are  now  affembled, 
and  it  is  with  much  pleafure  we  receive  your  Lordfhip's  affurance  of  your  difpofition  to 
eftablifh  that  harmony  fo  effential  to  the  repofe  and  comfort  of  every  individual;  but  we 
muft  beg  leave  to  obferve  to  your  Lordfhip  how  impracticable  it  will  be  to  carry  on  the  bufinefs 
of  this  Seffion  with  any  tolerable  degree  of  propriety,  or  with  that  defpatch  the  advanced 
feafon  of  the  year  requires,  whilft  your  Lordfhip  is  fo  far  removed  from  us,  and  fo 
inconveniently  fituated.  We  therefore  earneftly  entreat  your  Lordfhip  that  you  will  be 
pleafed  to  return,  with  your  Lady  and  family,  to  the  Palace;  which  we  are  purfuaded  will 
give  the  greateft  fatiffadion,  and  be  the  moft  likely  means  of  quieting  the  minds  of  the  People. 

The 
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The  faid  Addrefs,  being  read  a  fecond  time; 

Refolved,  that  the  Houfe  doth  agree  with  the  Committee  in  the  faid  Addrefs,  to 
be  prefented  to  the  Governor. 

Ordered,  that  the  Gentlemen,  who  drew  up  the  faid  Addrefs,  do  go  to  the  Council, 
and  acquaint  them  that  this  Houfe  have  agreed  to  an  addrefs  to  the  Governor,  to  which 
they  defire  the  concurrence  of  the  Council. 

A  Meffage  from  the  Council  by  Mr  Blair: 

Mr  Speaker. 

The  Council  have  agreed  to  join  with  this  Houfe  in  their  Addrefs  to  the  Governor; 
and,  in  Confequence  thereof,  have  made  the  neceffary  Amendments,  and  liave  appointed 
two  of  their  Members,  to  join  with  fuch  of  the  Members  of  this  Houfe  as  may  be  appointed, 
to  prefent  the  fame  to  his  Excellency. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Excellency  by  Mr  Cary,  Mr 
Wood,  Mr  Attorney  General,  and  Mr  Braxton. 

And  then  the  Houfe  adjourned  till  Tomorrow  Morning,  ten  of  the  Clock. 


TFrlda*  tl)*  9tl)  of  Ifurie.  \5  Geo.  ttt  1775. 

A  Petition  of  James  Arbuckle,  fheriff  of  the  County  of  Accomack,  was  prefented 
to  the  Houfe,  and  read ;  fetting  forth,  that  the  Petitioner,  in  execution  of  a 
fentence  of  the  Court  of  that  County,  by  which  Daniel,  a  negro  man  flave,  the 
property  of  William  Ward,  was  condemned  to  the  punifhment  of  caftration 
for  attempting  to  ravifh  a  white  Woman,  had  been  obliged  to  incur  confiderable 
expence  to  a  Surgeon  for  performing  the  operation,  and  healing  the  wound ;  and  there- 
fore praying,  that  the  Petitioner  may  be  reimburfed  the  faid  expence  by  the  Public. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
of  public  Claims;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  fame, 
with  their  Opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe. 

Mr  Bowdoin  reported  from  the  Committee,  to  whom  the  Bill  to  dock  the  intail 
of  certain  Lands,  whereof  Nathaniel  Lyttleton  Savage  is  feifed  in  fee  tail,  and  for  fettling 
Slaves  in  lieu  thereof,  was  committed,  that  the  Committee  had  examined  the  Allega- 
tions of  the  Bill,  and  found  the  fame  to  be  true ;  and  that  the  Committee  had  directed 
him  to  report  the  Bill  to  the  Houfe  without  any  Amendment;  and  he  delivered  the 
Bill  in  at  the  Clerk's  Table. 

Ordered,  that  the  Bill  be  engroffed. 

A  Petition  of  Robert  Matthews  and  Anne  his  Wife  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and 
read ;  fetting  forth,  that  the  Petitioners  are  feifed  in  fee  tail  of  and  in  three  hundred 
and  fifty  Acres  of  Land,  in  the  Parifh  of  Bruton,  and  County  of  York;  and  that  it  will 
be  for  the  advantage  of  the  Petitioners  to  fell  the  fame,  and  to  fettle  other  Lands,  in 
lieu  thereof ;  and  therefore  praying  that  leave  may  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  that 
purpofe. 

Ordered,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill,  purfuant  to  the  Prayer  of  the  faid 
Petition;   and  that  Mr  Digges  do  prepare,  and  bring  in  the  fame. 

Mr  Digges  reported  from  the  Committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections,  that  the  Com- 
mittee had,  according  to  order,  examined  the  Return  of  the  Writ  for  electing  Burgeffes 
to  ferve  in  this  prefent  General  Affembly,  for  the  County  of  Nanfemond,  and  compared 
the  fame  with  the  form  prefcribed  by  Law,  and  had  come  to  a  Refolution  thereupon, 
which  they  had  directed  him  to  report  to  the  Houfe ;  and  he  read  the  Report  in  his 
place,  and  afterwards  delivered  it  in  at  the  Clerk's  Table ;  where  the  Refolution  of  the 
Committee  was  read,  and  is  as  followeth,  viz. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  faid  Return  is  not  made 

in  the  form  prefcribed  by  law. 

The 
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S15 


316 


[    209    ] 

The  faid  Refolution,  being  read  a  fecond  time,  was,  upon  the  Queftion  put  there- 
upon, agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  the  Serjeant  at  Arms  attending  this  Houfe  do  take  Kinchin  Godwin, 
Gentleman,  Sherif  of  the  County  of  Nanfemond,  in  Cuftody,  in  order  to  amend  his 
return  of  the  Writ  for  electing  Burgeffes  to  ferve  in  this  prefent  General  Affembly, 
for  the  faid  County. 

Another  Member,  having  taken  the  Oaths  appointed  to  be  taken  by  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  repeated  and  fubfcribed  the  Teft,  took  his  place  in  the  Houfe. 

Mr  Jones  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  according  to  Order,  a  Bill  to  revive  An  Act, 
intituled  An  Ad1  for  the  better  regulating  and  difciplining  the  Militia;  and  the  fame 
was  received,  and  read  the  firft  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  fecond  time. 

Ordered,   that  Mr  Thornton  be  added  to  the  Committee  for  Courts  of  Juftice. 
8i7  Mr  Jones  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  according  to  order,  a  Bill  to   revive  an  Act, 

intituled  An  Ad2  for  reducing  the  feveral  Ads  of  Affembly,  for  making  Provifion  againft 
Invafions  and  Infurredions,  into  one  Ad;  and  the  fame  was  received,  and  read  the  firft 
time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  fecond  time. 

An  engroffed  Bill  to  enable  Perfons  living  in  other  Countries  to  difpofe  of  their 
Eftates  in  this  Colony,  with  more  eafe  and  convenience,  and  for  other  purpofes  therein 
mentioned,  was  read  the  third  time. 

An  ingroffed  Claufe  was  offered  to  be  added  to  the  Bill,  by  way  of  Rider,  for  faving 
the  Rights  of  Strangers  and  Perfons  who  had  commenced  fuits. 

And  the  faid  Claufe  was  thrice  read,  and,  upon  the  Queftion  put  thereupon,  agreed 
to  by  the  Houfe,  to  be  made  part  of  the  Bill  by  way  of  Rider. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  do  pafs;  and  that  the  Title  be,  An  Ad*  to  enable  Perfons 
living  in  other  Countries  to  difpofe  of  their  Eftates  in  this  Colony,  with  more  eafe  and  con- 
venience, and  for  other  purpofes  therein  mentioned. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Mercer  do  carry  the  Bill  to  the  Council,  and  defire  their  Concurrence. 

Mr  Jones  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  according  to  Order,  a  Bill  to  continue  an  Act, 
intituled  An  Ad*  to  prevent  the  exorbitant  exadions  of  the  Colledors  of  the  County  and 
Parifh  levies  and  the  fame  was  received,  and  read  the  firft  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  fecond  time. 

A  Bill  to  revive  the  Act,  intituled  An  Ad*  for  giving  a  Salary  to  the  Speaker  of 
the  Houfe  of  Burgeffes,  was  read  a  fecond  time. 

Ordered,  that  the  Bill  be  engroffed. 
sis  Mr  Jones  prefented  to  the  Houfe,    according  to  Order,  a  Bill  to  continue  an  Act, 

intituled  An  Ad6  to  make  provifion  for  the  fupport  and  maintenance  of  Ideots,  Lunatics, 
and  other  Perfons  of  unfound  Minds ;  and  the  fame  was  received,  and  read  the  firft  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  fecond  time. 

The  order  of  the  Day  being  read,  for  the  Houfe  to  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  take  into  their  further  Confideration  the  Governor's  Speech. 

The  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  the  faid  Committee. 

Mr  Speaker  left  the  Chair. 

Mr  Cary  took  the  Chair  of  the  Committee. 

Mr  Speaker  returned  the  Chair. 

Mr  Cary  reported  from  the  Committee,  that  they  had  made  a  further  Progrefs  in 
the  matters  referred  to  them;  and  that  the  Committee  had  directed  him  to  move, 
that  they  may  have  leave  to  fit  again. 

Refolved,  that  this  Houfe  will,  tomorrow  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  Houfe,  to  take  into  their  further  Confideration  the  Governor's  Speech. 

Mr  Jones  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  according  to  Order,  a  Bill  for  further  continuing 
an  Act,  intituled  An  Ad  for  amending  and  further  continuing  an  Ad  J  for  the  more  effedual 

keeping 
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keeping  the  public  Roads  and  Bridges  in  repair;  and  alio  one  other  Act,  intituled  An 
Ad  for  the  more  effectual  keeping  the  public  Roads  and  Bridges  in  repair;  and  the  fame 
was  received,  and  read  the  firft  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  fecond  time. 

A  Bill,  for  further  continuing  an  Act,  intituled  An  Ad'  for  appointing  a  Treafurer, 
was  read  a  fecond  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  committed  to  Mr  Henry  Lee,  Mr  Mercer,  and  Mr  Digges. 

Mr  Jones  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  according  to  Order,  a  Bill,  to  revive  an  Act, 
intituled  An  Ad2  for  reviving  the  duty  upon  Slaves,  to  be  paid  by  the  buyers,  for  the  term 
therein  mentioned,  and  alfo,  one  other  Act,  intituled,  An  Ad*  to  oblige  Perfons  bringing 
Slaves  into  this  Colony  from  Maryland,  Carolina,  avid  the  Weft  Indies,  for  their  own  ufe, 
to  pay  a  Duty;  and  the  fame  was  received,  and  read  the  firft  time. 

Ordered,  that  the  Bill  do  lie  upon  the  Table. 

An  ingroffed  Bill,  to  dock  the  intail  of  four  hundred  Acres  of  Land,  whereof  Edward 
Harwood  and  Elizabeth  his  Wife  are  feifed,  and  fettling  other  Lands  and  Slaves,  in  lieu 
thereof,  and  for  other  purpofes  therein  mentioned,  was  read  the  third  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  do  pafs;  and  that  the  Title  be,  An  Ad*  to  dock  the  intail  of 
four  hundred  Acres  of  Land,  whereof  Edward  Harwood  and  Elizabeth  his  Wife  are  feifed, 
and  fettling  other  Lands  and  Slaves,  in  lieu  thereof ,  and  for  other  purpofes  therein  mentioned. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Digges  do  carry  the  Bill  to  the  Council,  and  defire  their  Concurrence. 

The  other  order  of  the  Day  being  read ; 

Refolved,  that  this  Houfe  will,  tomorrow,  Refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  Houfe,  upon  the  Bill,  to  amend  the  Act,  intituled  An  Ad$  for  better  fecuring  the 
payment  of  Levies  and  Reftraint  of  Vagrants,  and  for  making  Provifion  for  the  Poor. 

A  Bill,  for  vefting  certain  Lots  and  Streets  in  the  Town  of  Pateffield;  in  Truftees, 
and  for  other  purpofes  therein  mentioned,  was  read  a  fecond  time. 

Ordered,  that  the  Bill  be  ingroffed.  320 

Mr  Cary  reported,  that  two  of  his  Majefty's  Council,  and  the  Members  appointed 
by  this  Houfe  had  purfuant  to  the  order  of  Yefterday,  prefented'  to  his  Excellency, 
the  Governor,  on  board  his  Majefty's  Ship  the  Fowey,  the  Addrefs  of  the  Council,  and 
this  Houfe ;  and  that  he  was  pleafed  to  fay,  that,  as  the  fubject  of  their  Addrefs  was  of 
the  utmoft  importance  to  the  Colony,  and  to  himfelf  and  his  Family,  he  would  take 
time  to  confider  of  it,  and  would  return  an  Anfwer  in  writing  after  he  had  maturely 
deliberated  upon  its  Contents. 

And  then  the  Houfe  adjourned  till  Tomorrow  Morning,  ten  of  the  Clock. 


Satur&a?.  tl)e  ION)  of  Ivlvli,  15  Geo.  tit  1775. 

MR  Baffett  reported  from  the  Committee,  to  whom  the  Bill  to  dock  the  intail 
of  certain  Lands,  whereof  William  Day  is  feifed,  in  Fee  tail,  and  for  fettling 
other  Lands  and  Slaves  to  be  purchafed  in  lieu  thereof,  was  committed, 
that  the  Committee  had  examined  the  Alligations  of  the  Bill,  and  found 
the  fame  to  be  true;  and  that  the  Committee  had  gone  through  the  Bill,  and  made 
feveral  Amendments  thereunto,  which  they  had  directed  him  to  report  to  the  Houfe ; 
and  he  read  the  Report  in  his  Place  and  afterwards  delivered  the  Bill,  with  the 
Amendments,  in  at  the  Clerks  Table,  where  the  Amendments  were  once  read  through- 
out, and  then  a  fecond  time,  one  by  one,  and,  upon  the  Queftion  feverally  put  there- 
upon, were  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  the  Bill  with  the  Amendments  be  ingroffed. 

Mr  Cary  reported  from  the  Committee,  to  whom  the  Bill  to  veft  certain  intailed 
Lands  therein  mentioned  in  Wilfon  Miles  Cary,  Efquire,  in  fee  fimple,  and  to  fettle 
other 
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other  lands,  in  lieu  thereof,  was  committed,  that  the  Committee  had  examined  the 
Allegations  of  the  Bill,  and  found  the  fame  to  be  true;  and  that  the  Committee  had 
directed  him  to  report  the  Bill  to  the  Houfe,  without  any  Amendment;  and  he  delivered 
the  Bill  in  at  the  Clerk's  Table. 

Ordered,  that  the  Bill  be  ingroffed. 

A  Petition  of  Thomas  Bradford  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read;  fetting  forth, 
that  the  Petitioner  is  feifed  in  Feetail  of  five  hundred  Acres  of  Land,  in  the  Parifh  of 
Saint  George,  in  the  County  of  Accomack;  and  that  it  will  be  advantageous  to  the  Peti- 
tioner and  his  Heir  and  family  to  veft  two  hundred  Acres,  part  thereof,  in  Caleb  Upfhur, 
who  hath  agreed  to  purchafe  the  fame,  and  lay  out  the  Confideration  money  in  Slaves, 
to  be  annexed  to  the  remaining  three  hundred  Acres ;  and  therefore  praying,  that  leave 
may  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  that  purpofe. 

Ordered,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  purfuant  to  the  Prayer  of  the  faid 
Petition ;  and  that  Mr  Ifaac  Smith  do  prepare,  and  bring  in  the  fame. 

A  Petition  of  fundry  Perfons,  of  the  County  of  Halifax,  whofe  names  are  thereunto 
fubfcribed,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read,  praying,  that  a  public  Ferry  may  be 
eftablifhed,  over  Dan  River,  from  the  land  of  John  Boyd,  to  the  land  of  Patrick  Boyd. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee  of 
Propofitions  and  Grievances ;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report 
the  fame,  with  their  Opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe. 
322  A  Petition  of  Howell  Lewis  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read ;  praying  that  the 

public  ferry  over  Dan  River,  from  the  land  formerly  belonging  to  Nathaniel  Terry, 
Gentleman,  to  the  land,  formerly  belonging  to  William  Fuqua,  may  be  removed  lower 
down  the  River  to  or  near  the  Mouth  of  Mill  Creek,  the  lands  on  both  fides  and  at  both 
Places  now  belonging  to  the  Petitioner. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
of  Propofitions  and  Grievances;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and 
report  the  fame,  with  their  Opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe. 

A  Petition  of  David  Brandon  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read,  praying  that  a 
public  Ferry1  may  be  eftablifhed  over  Dan  River,  from  the  land  of  the  Petitioner,  in 
the  County  of  Halifax,  to  the  land  of  John  Law f on. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
of  Propofitions  and  Grievances;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and 
report  the. fame,  with  their  Opinion  thereupon  to  the  Houfe. 

A  Petition  of  Elizabeth  Croley  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read ;  fetting  forth ; 
that  the  Petitioners  Hufband  Samuel  Croley,  a  Soldier  enlifted  under  the  command 
of  Colonel  Lewis  was  killed  in  the  engagement  with  the  Indians,  on  the  tenth  day  of 
October  laft,  leaving  the  Petitioner  and  feveral  fmall  Children  in  a  helplefs  Condition ; 
and  therefore  praying  relief. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
of  Public  Claims ;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  fame, 
with  their  Opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe. 

Another  Member,  having  taken  the  Oaths  appointed  to  be  taken  by  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  repeated  and  fubfcribed  the  Teft,  took  his  place  in  the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Lankford  be  added  to  the  Committee  for  Courts  of  Juftice. 

The  order  of  the  Day  being  read,  for  the  Houfe  to  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  Houfe,  upon  the  Bill  to  amend  the  Act,  intituled  An  Ad2  for  better  fecuring 
the  payment  of  levies,  and  Reftraint  of  Vagrants,  and  for  making  Provifion  for  the  Poor. 

Refolved,  that  this  Houfe  will,  upon  Tuefday  next,  Refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  Houfe,  upon  the  faid  Bill. 

The  other  order  of  the  day  being  read ; 

The  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  take  into  their 
further  Confideration  the  Governor's  Speech. 

Mr  Speaker  left  the  Chair. 


SiB 
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Mr  Cary  took  the  Chair  of  the  Committee. 
Mr  Speaker  returned  the  Chair. 

Mr  Cary  reported  from  the  Committee  that  they  had  gone  through  the  matter  to 
them  referred,  and  had  come  to  a  Refolution,  which  they  had  directed  him  to  report, 
when  the  Houfe  will  pleafe  to  receive  the  fame. 
Ordered,  that  the  Report  be  now  received. 

Mr  Cary  accordingly  reported  from  the  faid  Committee  the  Refolution  which  the 
Committee  had  directed  him  to  report  to  the  Houfe ;  which  he  read  in  his  Place,  and 
afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's  Table ;  where  the  fame  was  read,  and  is  as  followeth, 
viz. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee  that  an  Addrefs  be  prefented  to  &* 
his  Excellency,  the  Governor,  to  inform  him  that  we  have  taken  into  our  Confideration 
the  joint  Addrefs  of  the  two  Houfes  of  Parliament,  his  Majefty's  Anfwer,  and  the  Refo- 
lution of  the  Commons  which  his  Lordfhip  has  been  pleafed  to  lay  before  us.  that 
wifhing  nothing  fo  fincerely  as  the  perpetual  continuance  of  that  brotherly  love  which 
we  bear  to  our  fellow  fubjedts  of  Great  Britain  and  ftill  continuing  to  hope  and  believe 
that  they  do  not  approve  the  meafures  which  have  fo  long  oppreffed  their  brethren  in 
America,  we  were  pleafed  to  receive  his  Lordfhip's  notification  that  a  benevolent  tender 
had  at  length  been  made  by  the  britifh  Houfe  of  Commons  towards  bringing  to  a  good 
end  our  unhappy  difputes  with  the  Mother  Country:  that  next  to  the  poffeffion  of 
liberty,  we  fhould  confider  fuch  Reconciliation  the  greateft  of  all  human  bleffings.  with 
thefe  difpofitions  we  entered  into  confideration  of  that  Refolution  we  examined  it 
minutely ;  we  viewed  it  in  every  point  of  light  in  which  we  were  able  to  place  it  and  with 
pain  and  difappointment  we  muft  ultimately  declare  it  only  changes  the  form  of  op- 
preffion,  without  lightening  its  burthen,  that  we  cannot  clofe  with  the  terms  of  that 
Refolution  for  thefe  Reafons. 

Becaufe  the  Britifh  Parliament  has  no  right  to  intermeddle  with  the  fupport  of 
civil  government  in  the  Colonies,  for  us,  not  for  them,  has  government  been  instituted 
here;  agreeable  to  our  Ideas  provifion  has  been  made  for  fuch  Officers  as  we  think 
neceffary  for  the  adminiftration  of  public  affairs;  and  we  cannot  conceive  that  any 
other  legiflature  has  a  right  to  prefcribe  either  the  number  or  pecuniary  appointments 
of  our  Offices.  As  a  proof  that  the  Claim  of  Parliament  to  interfere  in  the  neceffary 
Provifions  for  fupport  of  civil  Government  is  novel  and  of  a  late  Date  we  take  leave 
to  refer  to  an  Adt  of  our  Affembly  paffed  fo  long  fince  as  the  thirty  fecond  Year  of  the  w 
Reign  of  King  Charles  the  fecond  intituled  An  Ad1  for  raifing  a  public  Revenue  and 
for  the  better  fupport  of  the  Government  of  this  his  Majefty's  Colony  of  Virginia. 
This  Adt  was  brought  over  by  Lord  Culpeper  then  Governor  under  the  great  Seal  of 
England  and  was  enadted  in  the  name  of  the  "King's  moft  excellent  Majefty  by  and 
with  the  Content  of  the  General  Affembly." 

Becaufe  to  render  perpetual  our  exemption  from  an  unjuft  taxation,  we  muft  f addle 
ourf elves  with  a  perpetual  tax  adequate  to  the  expectations  and  fubjedt  to  the  difpofal 
of  Parliament  alone,  whereas,  we  have  right  to  give  our  money,  as  the  Parliament  does 
theirs,  without  coercion,  from  time  to  time,  as  public  exigencies  may  require,  we  conceive 
that  we  alone  are  the  judges  of  the  condition,  circumftances,  and  fituation  of  our  people, 
as  the  Parliament  are  of  theirs,  it  is  not  merely  the  mode  of  raifing,  but  the  freedom  of 
granting  our  Money  for  which  we  have  contended,  without  this  we  poffefs  no  check 
on  the  royal  prerogative,  and  what  muft  be  much  lamented  by  dutiful  and  loyal  fub- 
jedts,  we  fhould  be  ftript  of  the  only  means,  as  well  of  recommending  this  Country  to  the 
favour  of  our  moft  gracious  Sovereign  as  of  ftrengthening  thofe  bands  of  Amity  with 
our  fellow  fubjedts  which  we  would  wifli  to  remain  indiffoluble. 

Becaufe  on  our  undertaking  to  grant  money  as  is  propofed,  the  Commons  only 
ref olve  to  forbear  levying  pecuniary  taxes  on  us ;  ftill  leaving  unrepealed  their  feveral 
Adts  paffed  for  the  purpofes  of  reftraining  the  trade  and  altering  the  form  of  Govern- 
ment 
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ment  of  the  Eaftern  Colonies ;  extending  the  boundaries  and  changing  the  Government 
and  Religion  of  Quebec;  enlarging  the  jurifdidtion  of  the  Courts  of  Admiralty,  and 
8i6  taking  from  us  the  right  of  trial  by  jury ;  and  tranfporting  us  into  other  Countries  to 
be  tried  for  criminal  Offences.  Standing  armies  too  are  ftill  to  be  kept  among  us,  and 
the  other  numerous  grievancies  of  which  ourfelves  and  fifter  Colonies  feparately  and 
by  our  reprefentatives  in  General  Congrefs  have  fo  often  complained,  are  ftill  to  con- 
tinue without  redrefs. 

Becaufe  at  the  very  time  of  requiring  from  us  grants  of  Money  they  are  making 
difpofition  to  invade  us  with  large  Armaments  by  Sea  and  land,  which  is  a  ftile  of  afking 
gifts  not  reconcileable  to  our  freedom,  they  are  alfo  proceeding  to  a  Repetition  of  injury 
by  pafiing  adls  for  ref training  the  commerce  and  fifheries  of  the  Provinces  of  New 
England,  and  for  prohibiting  the  Trade  of  the  other  Colonies  with  all  parts  of  the  world 
except  the  Iflands  of  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  and  the  Weft  Indies,  this  feems  to  befpeak 
no  intention  to  difcontinue  the  exercife  of  this  ufurped  Power  over  us  in  future. 

Becaufe  on  our  agreeing  to  contribute  our  proportion  towards  the  common  defence, 
they  do  not  propofe  to  lay  open  to  us  a  free  trade  with  all  the  world :  whereas  to  us  it 
appears  juft  that  thofe  who  bear  equally  the  burthens  of  Government,  fhould  equally 
participate  of  it's  benefits,  either  be  content  with  the  monopoly  of  our  trade,  which 
brings  greater  lofs  to  us  and  benefit  to  them  than  the  amount  of  our  proportional  con- 
tributions to  the  common  defence ;  or,  if  the  latter  be  preferred,  relinquifh  the  former, 
and  do  not  propofe,  by  holding  both,  to  exact  from  us  double  contributions.  Yet  we 
would  remind  Government  that  on  former  emergencies  when  called  upon  as  a  free 
People,  however  cramped  by  this  monopoly  in  our  refources  of  wealth,  we  have  liberally 
contributed  to  the  common  defence,  be  affured  then  that  we  fhall  be  generous  in  future 
as  in  paft  times,  difdaining  the  fhackles  of  proportion  when  called  to  our  free  ftation 
827  in  the  general  fyftem  of  the  Empire. 

Becaufethe  propofition  now  made  to  us  involves  the  intereft  of  all  the  other  Colonies. 
We  are  now  reprefented  in  General  Congrefs,  by  members  approved  by  this  Houfe 
where  our  former  Union  it  is  hoped  will  be  fo  ftrongly  cemented  that  no  partial  Applica- 
tion can  produce  the  flighteft  departure  from  the  common  Caufe.  We  confider  our- 
felves as  bound  in  Honor  as  well  as  Intereft  to  fhare  one  general  Fate  with  our  Sifter 
Colonies,  and  fhould  hold  ourfelves  bafe  Deferters  of  that  Union,  to  which  we  have 
acceded,  were  we  to  agree  on  any  Meafures  diftindt  and  apart  from  them. 

To  obferve  that  there  was  indeed  a  plan  of  accomodation  offered  in  Parliament, 
which  tho'  not  entirely  equal  to  the  terms  we  had  a  right  to  afk,  yet  differed  but  in  few 
Points  from  what  the  General  Congrefs  had  held  out.  had  Parliament  been  difpofed 
fincerely  as  we  are  to  bring  about  a  reconciliation,  reafonable  men  had  hoped  that  by 
meeting  us  on  this  ground  fomething  might  have  been  done.  Lord  Chatham's  bill  on  the 
one  part  and  the  terms  of  the  Congrefs  on  the  other  would  have  formed  a  bafis  for 
negotiation  which  a  fpirit  of  accomodation  on  both  fides  might  perhaps  have  reconciled. 
it  came  recommended  too  from  one  whofe  fucceffful  experience  in  the  art  of  Government 
fhould  have  enfured  to  it  fome  attention  from  thofe  to  whom  it  was  tendered,  he  had 
fhown  to  the  world  that  Great  Britain  with  her  Colonies,  united  firmly  under  a  juft  and 
honeft  government,  formed  a  power  which  might  bid  defiance  to  the  moft  potent 
enemies,  with  a  change  of  Minifters  however  a  total  change  of  meafure  took  place ;  the 
component  parts  of  the  empire  have  from  that  moment  been  falling  afunder,  and  a 
total  annihilation  of  its  weight  in  the  political  fcale  of  the  World  feems  juftly  to  be 
apprehended. 

To  declare  that  thefe  are  our  fentiments  on  this  important  fubject,  which  we  offer 
only  as  an  individual  part  of  the  whole  empire,  final  determination  we  leave  to  the 
General  Congrefs  now  fitting,  before  whom  we  fhall  lay  the  Papers  his  Lordfhip  has 
communicated  to  us.  to  their  Wifdom  we  commit  the  improvement  of  this  important 
advance ;  if  it  can  be  wrought  into  any  good,  we  are  affured  they  will  do  it.  to  them 
alfo  we  refer  the  difcovery  of  that  proper  method  of  reprefenting  our  well  founded 
grievancies  which  his  Lordfhip  affures  us  will  meet  with  the  attention  and  regard  fo 

juftly 


[    214   ] 

juftly  due  to  them,  for  ourfelves,  we  have  exhaufted  every  mode  of  application  which 
our  invention  could  fuggeft  as  proper  and  promifing  we  have  decently  remonftrated 
with  Parliament;  they  have  added  new  injuries  to  the  old:  we  have  wearied  our  King 
with  fupplication,  he  has  not  deigned  to  anfwer  us:  We  have  appealed  to  the  native 
honour  and  juftice  of  the  Britifh  nation;  their  efforts  in  our  favour.  What  then  remains 
to  be  done?  that  we  commit  our  injuries  to  the  even-handed  juftice  of  that  being  who 
doth  no  wrong,  earneftly  befeeching  him  to  illuminate  the  Councils  and  profper  the 
endeavors  of  thofe  to  whom  America  hath  confided  her  hopes;  that  thro'  their  wife 
direction  we  may  again  fee  reunited  the  bleffmgs  of  Liberty,  Property,  and  Union 
with  Great  Britain. 

The  faid  Refolution,  being  read  a  fecond  time,  was  upon  the  Queftion  put  there- 
upon, agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  draw  up  an  Addrefs,  to  be  prefented 
to  the  Governor  upon  the  faid  Refolution. 

And  a  Committee  was  appointed  of  Mr  Cary,  Mr  Treasurer,  Mr  Jeff  erf  on,  Mr  Munford,  sa> 
Mr  Mercer,  Mr  Jones,  Mr  Digges,  and  Mr  Nelfon. 

A  Meffage  from  the  Council  by  Mr  Blair: 

Mr  Speaker, 

His  Excellency,  the  Governor,  hath  defired  the  Prefldent  to  communicate  to  this  Houfe 
his  anfwer  to  the  joint  Addrefs  of  the  Council  and  the  Houfe  of  Burgeffes,  prefented  Yef- 
terday  to  his  Excellency;  and  he  prefented  the  faid  Anfwer  at  the  Bar. 

And  then  the  Meffenger  withdrew. 

The  Governor's  Anfwer  was  read,  and  is  as  followeth,  viz. 

Gentlemen,  of  the  Council,  Mr  Speaker,  and 
Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Burgeffes. 

In  anfwer  to  your  joint  Addrefs,  prefented  by  your  deputies  yefterday,  I  acquaint 
you,  that  it  appears  to  me  the  commotions  among  the  People,  and  their  menaces  and  threats 
(an  enumeration  of  which  I  forbear,  out  of  tendemefs)  have  been  of  fuch  public  notoriety, 
that  you  muft  fuppofe  many  of  his  Majefty's  fubjeAs  in  this  Colony,  whether  they  medi- 
tated or  not,  have  at  leaft  manifefted,  fuch  an  inveteracy  as  juftifies  my  fufpicion  that  they 
would  not  hefitate  to  commit  a  Crime,  which,  horrid  and  atrocious  as  it  is,  I  had  juft  ground 
to  apprehend.  And  when  the  difpofxtion  which  the  Houfe  of  Burgeffes  have  fhown  towards 
me,  the  returns  they  have  made  to  the  refpeA  and  civility  which  I  have  been  forward  to  offer 
to  them,  the  countenance  they  have  given  to  the  violent  and  diforderly  proceedings  of  the 
People,  his  Majefty's  magazine  having  been  forced  and  rifled  in  the  prefence  of  fome  of 
the  members  of  the  Houfe  of  Burgeffes,  and,  by  the  information  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Houfe  appointed  to  mfpeA  the  Magazine,  no  other  endeavours  have  been  ufed  than  to  pre-  tso 
vail  on  the  People  to  return  the  Arms  taken  out,  but  not  to  commit  the  Perfons  in  whofe 
poffeffion  they  were  found,  in  order  that  they  might  be  brought  to  the  punifhment  due  to  fo 
heinous  an  offence,  no  lefs  againft  the  peace  and  good  order  of  the  Country  than  the  dignity 
and  authority  of  the  King;  when  a  body  of  Men  affembled  in  the  City  of  Williamfburg, 
not  only  to  the  knowledge,  but  with  the  approbation  of  every  body,  for  the  avowed  purpofe 
of  attacking  a  party  of  the  Kings  forces,  which,  without  the  leaft  foundation,  it  was  reported 
were  marching  to  my  protection,  and  which,  if  true,  ought  to  have  been  approved  and  aided, 
not  oppofed  and  inf idled,  by  all  good  and  loyal  Sub j eels;  when  efpecially  the  Houfe  of 
Burgeffes,  or  a  committee  of  the  Houfe  [which  is  the  fame)  has  ventured  upon  a  ftep  fraught 
with  the  moft  alarming  confequences,  in  ordering  and  appointing  guards,  without  even 
confulting  me,  to  mount  in  the  city  of  Williamfburg,  as  is  pretended,  to  proteA  the  Magazine, 
but  which  may  well  be  doubted,  as  there  then  remained  nothing  therein  which  required 
being  guarded;  but  if  otherwife,  this  ftep  neverthelefs  fhews  a  defign  to  ufurp  the  executive 
power,  which,  if  it  be  perfifted  in,  fubverts  the  conftitution :   I  fay,  when  thefe  circumftances 

are 
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are  duly  considered,  I  may  fubtnit  it  to  your  own  Judgment  whether  I  could  reafonably 
exped  any  good  effcd  from  communicating  the  ground  of  my  uneafinefs  to  you. 

But  as  you  are  pleafed,  Gentlemen,  now  to  affure  me,  that  you  will  cheerfully  concur 

ssi  in  any  meafure  that  may  be  propofed  proper  for  the  fecurity  of  myfelf  and  family,  I  leave 
to  your  own  confederation  whether  that  can  be  effected  any  other  wife  than  by  reinstating 
me  in  the  full  powers  of  my  office,  as  his  Majefty's  reprefentative,  by  opening  the  Courts 
of  Juftice,  and  reftoring  the  energy  of  the  Laws,  which  is  all  the  fecurity  requifite  for  all 
parties;  by  difarming  all  independent  companies,  or  other  bodies  of  Men  raifed  and  ailing 
in  defiance  of  lawful  authority,  and  by  obliging  thofe  who  have  taken  any  of  his  Majefty's 
public  ftore  of  Arms  to  deliver  them  up  immediately;  and,  wltat  is  not  lefs  effential  than 
any  thing  by  your  own  example,  and  every  means  in  your  power,  abolifhing  that  Spirit 
of  perfecution,  which,  to  the  difgrace  of  humanity,  now  reigns,  and  purfues  with  menaces 
and  ads  of  oppreffwn,  all  per  fans  who  differ  from  the  multitude  in  political  opinion,  or  are 
attached  from  principles  and  duty  to  the  fervice  of  their  King  and  government;  by  which 
means,  the  deluded  People  never  hearing  but  the  diffigured  fide  of  a  Story,  their  minds  are 
continually  kept  in  that  ferment  which  fubjeds  them  forever  to  be  impofed  upon,  and  leads 
to  the  commiffion  of  any  defperate  Ad,  and  endangers  the  general  fafety.  For  the  more 
fpecdy  accomplifhment  of  thefe  ends,  and  the  great  objed  and  neceffary  bufinefs  of  the 
Seffions,  I  fhall  have  no  objedion  to  your  adjourning  to  the  Town  of  York,  where  I  fhall 
meet  you,  and  remain  with  you  till  your  bufinefs  be  finifhed. 

With  refped  to  your  entreaty  that  I  fhould  return  to  the  Palace,  as  the  moft  likely 
means  of  quieting  the  minds  of  the  People,  I  muft  reprefent  to  you,  that,  unlefs  there  be 
among  you  a  fincere  and  adive  defire  to  feize  this  opportunity,  now  offered  to  you  by  Par- 

332  liament,  of  eftablifhing  the  freedom  of  your  Country  upon  a  fixed  and  known  foundation, 
and  of  uniting  yourfelves  with  your  fellow  fubjeds  of  Great  Britain  in  one  common  bond 
of  intereft,  and  mutual  affiftance,  my  return  to  Williamfburg  would  be  as  fruitlefs  to  the 
People,  as,  poffibly,  it  might  be  dangerous  to  myfelf.  But  if  your  proceedings  manifeft 
that  happy  difpofition,  which  is  to  be  defired  ardently  by  every  good  friend  to  this  as  well 
as  the  Mother  Country,  I  affure  you,  in  the  warmth  of  my  heart,  that  I  will  return,  with 
the  greateft  joy,  and  fhall  confider  it  as  the  moft  fortunate  event  of  my  Life  if  you  give  me 
an  opportunity  to  be  an  inftrument  of  promoting  your  happinefs,  and  a  mediator  between 
you  and  the  fupreme  authority,  to  obtain  for  you  every  explanation  of  your  doubts,  and  the 
fulleft  convidion  of  the  Sincerity  of  their  defire  to  confirm  to  you  the  undifturbed  enjoyment 
of  your  rights  and  liberty;  and  I  fhall  be  well  pleafed,  by  bringing  my  family  back  again, 
that  you  fhould  have  fuch  a  pledge  of  my  attachment  to  this  Country,  and  of  my  wifhes  to 
cultivate  a  clofe  and  lafting  intimacy  with  the  inhabitants. 

DUNMORE. 

Refolved,  that  the  faid  Anfwer  be  taken  into  Confideration  on  Monday  next. 

Refolved,  that  this  Houfe  will,  upon  Monday  next,  Refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  take  into  Confideration  the  Governor's  Anfwer  to  the  joint 
Addrefs  of  the  Council  and  this  Houfe. 

Mr  Jeff  erf  on  reported  from  the  Committee  of  Propofitions  and  Grievances,  to  whom 
feveral  Petitions  were  referred,  that  the  Committee  had  examined  the  matter  of  the 
s»3  faid  Petitions,  and  had  come  to  feveral  Refolutions  thereupon ;  which  they  had  directed 
him  to  report  to  the  Houfe ;  and  he  read  the  Report  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered 
it  in  at  the  Clerk's  Table;  where  the  Refolutions  of  the  Committee  were  read,  and  are 
as  followeth,   viz. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  Petition  of  Hugh  Walker, 
praying  that  a  public  Ferry  from  Urbanna,  over  Rappahannock  River,  to  a  place  called 
Arm's  Creek,  in  the  County  of  Lancafter,  may  be  eftablifhed,  and  the  ferry  to  Chet- 
woods  difcontinued,  is  reafonable. 

Refolved, 
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Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  Petition  of  divers  inhabi- 
tants of  the  County  of  Culpeper,  praying  that  a  public  ferry  may  be  eftablifhed,  from 
the  land  of  Bowles  Armiftead,  in  the  County  of  Culpeper  to  the  land  of  Alexander 
Spotfwood,  in  the  County  of  Spotfylvania,  at  a  place  called  Eleys  Ford,  is  reafonable. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  Petition  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  Town  of  Staunton,  in  the  County  of  Augufta,  praying  that  an  Act  of  Affem- 
bly  may  pafs,  to  prevent  Hogs  going  at  large  in  the  faid  Town,  is  reafonable. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  Petition  of  fundry 
inhabitants  of  the  County  of  Augufta,  praying  that  they  may  be  added  to  the  County 
of  Hampfhire,  by  a  line,  drawn  from  the  land  of  Boftley  Hovers,  on  the  fouth-fork  of  the 
South  branch  of  Potowmack  River,  to  the  land  of  Ulrick  Conrod,  on  the  South  branch ; 
and  from  thence  to  the  land  of  John  Bennet,  on  the  North  fork  of  Potowmack  River, 
is  reafonable. 

The  three  firft  Refolutions  of  the  Committee,  being  feverally  read  a  fecond  time, 
were  upon  the  Queftion  feverally  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

The  fubfequent  Refolution  of  the  Committee,  being  read  a  fecond  time,  was,  upon 
the  Queftion  put  thereupon,  poftponed. 

Ordered,  that  a  Bill  or  Bills  be  brought  in  purfuant  to  the  three  firft  of  the  faid 
Refolutions,  which  have  been  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe;  and  the  faid  Committee  do 
prepare  and  bring  in  the  fame. 

A  Petition  of  John  Weft  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read;  fetting  forth,  that 
the  Petitioner  is  feifed  in  fee  tail  of  two  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  ten  Acres  of  land, 
in  the  County  of  King  William,  and  that  it  will  be  advantageous  to  himfelf  and  his 
Family  to  fettle  other  lands  and  Slaves,  in  lieu  thereof,  and  praying  that  leave  may  be 
given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  that  purpofe. 

Ordered,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  purfuant  to  the  Prayer  of  the  faid 
Petition ;  and  that  Mr  Nelfon  do  prepare,  and  bring  in  the  fame. 

A  Petition  of  Lewis  Burwell  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read-;  fetting  forth,  that 
the  Petitioner  is  feifed  in  fee  tail  of  two  thoufand  and  two  hundred  Acres  of  Land,  or 
thereabouts,  in  the  Counties  of  York,  and  James  City,  and  that  his  Slaves,  moft  of  which 
were  annexed  to  the  faid  Lands,  have  been  taken  in  Execution  and  fold  for  payment 
of  his  juft  debts,  whereby  he  is  unable  to  cultivate  the  faid  Lands;  and  praying  that 
leave  may  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill,  to  dock  the  intail  thereof,  that,  the  fame  being 
vefted  in  him  in  fee  fimple,  to  which  his  eldeft  Son  contents,  upon  the  Credit  thereof 
he  may  purchafe  Slaves  for  the  advantage  of  himfelf  and  his  family. 

Ordered,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  purfuant  to  the  prayer  of  the  faid 
Petition ;  and  that  Mr  Nelfon  do  prepare,  and  bring  in  the  fame. 

Ordered,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill,  to  repeal  the  Act  of  General  Affembly, 
made  in  the  twelfth  Year  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  intituled,  An  Ad1  to  amend  an  Ad 
intituled  an  Ad  for  the  better  prefervation  of  the  breed  of  Deer,  and  preventing  unlawful 
hunting,  fo  far  as  the  fame  relates  to  certain  Counties ;  and  that  Mr  Carrington  and  Mr 
Nelfon  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  fame. 

A  Petition  of  Thomas  Edwards  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe  and  read ;  fetting  forth, 
that  the  Petitioner  is  feifed  of  three  hundred  and  eighteen  Acres  of  land,  in  the  Parifh 
of  Saint  Stephen,  in  the  County  of  Northumberland,  in  fee  tail,  and  of  two  hundred 
Acres  of  land,  in  the  County  of  Spotfylvania,  in  fee  fimple ;  and  praying  that  leave  may 
be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  dock  the  intail  of  the  former  tract  of  land,  and  inftead 
thereof  to  fettle  the  other,  in  order  to  enable  the  Petitioner  to  make  a  better  provifion 
for  his  younger  Children. 

Ordered,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill,  purfuant  to  the  prayer  of  the  faid 

Petition;  and  that  Mr  Charles  Carter,  of  Lancafter,  do  prepare,  and  bring  in  the  fame. 

Ordered,  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  Caufes  of  the  late  dif- 

turbances  and  commotions,  and  report  the  fame,  as  they  fhall  appear  to  them,  to  the 

Houfe. 

And 
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And  a  Committee  was  appointed  of  Mr  Cary,  Mr  Treafurer,  Mr  Mercer,  Mr  Banifter, 
Mr  Munford,  Mr  Jones,  Mr  Charles  Carter,  of  Lancafter,  Mr  Digges,  Mr  Whitinge,  Mr 
Nelfon,  Mr  Francis  Lightfoot  Lee,  Mr  Wood,  Mr  William  Cabell,  Mr  Braxton,  and  Mr 
Zane;  and  they  are  to  have  Power  to  fend  for  Perfons,  Papers,  and  Records. 

Ordered,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill,  for  appointing  an  Agent;  and  that 
Mr  Braxton  and  Mr  Treafurer  do  prepare,  and  bring  in  the  fame. 

Ami  //f?H  the  Houfe  adjourned  till  Monday  Morning  next,  ten  of  the  Clock. 


!fltoitdar,  tb*  I2tl)  of  TJune.  15  (Beo.  Ut  1775. 

SEVERAL  other  Members,  having  taken  the  Oaths  appointed  to  be  taken  by  Adt 
of  Parliament,  and  repeated  and  fubfcribed  the  Teft,  took  their  places  in  the 
Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Marfhall  be  added  to  the  Committee  for  Religion,  and 
the  Committee  of  Propofitions  and  Grievances. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Stubblefield  be  added  to  the  Committee  of  Trade. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Trigg  be  added  to  the  Committee  for  Courts  of  Juftice. 

Mr  Digges  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  according  order,  a  Bill  to  dock  the  intail  of 
certain  Lands  in  the  County  of  York  whereof  Robert  Matthews  and  Anne  his  Wife  are 
feifed,  in  her  right,  and  for  fettling  other  Lands  to  the  fame  Ufes;  and  the  fame  was 
received,  and  read  the  firft  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  fecond  time. 

A  Petition  of  the  Community  of  Chriftians,  called  Menonites,  was  prefented  to 
the  Houfe,  and  read;  fetting  forth,  that  the  Petitioners  hold  it  to  be  contrary  to  the 
holy  word  of  GOD  to  fwear  in  any  matter  whatfoever,  fo  that  they  cannot  become 
Witneffes  in  matters  of  controverfy  depending  in  any  Court,  nor  can  execute  the  Office 
of  Executor  of  any  Teftament,  nor  undertake  the  Adminiftration  of  any  inteftate's 
Eftates,  whereby  they  fuffer  many  inconveniences;  and  therefore  praying,  that  they 
may  have  the  fame  liberty  of  affirming  to  the  Truth  of  any  matter  as  is  indulged  to 
337  the  People  called  Quakers,  whofe  religious  perfuafion  that  of  the  Petitioners  nearly 
refemble. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
for  Religion ;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  fame  with 
their  Opinion  thereupon  to  the  Houfe. 

A  Petition  of  Alexander  Purdie  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read;  praying, 
that  the  Salary  heretofore  allowed  to  the  public  Printer  may  be  allowed  to  the  Peti- 
tioner ;  whom  this  Houfe  hath  lately  honored  with  an  Appointment  to  that  Office. 

Refolved,  that  the  fum  of  Four  hundred  and  fifty  Pounds,  per  Annum,  be  allowed 
to  Alexander  Purdie,  Printer,  to  continue  to  the  end  of  the  next  Seffion  of  General 
Affembly,  as  a  full  confideration  for  printing  the  Journal  of  the  Houfe  of  Burgeffes, 
and  the  laws  of  each  Seffion,  both  of  which  are  to  be  half  bound,  and  fending  as  many 
Copies  of  thofe  Laws  to  the  County  Court  Clerks  as  there  are  acting  Juftices  in  the 
Commiffion  in  each  refpeclive  County,  and  one  other  for  the  ufe  of  the  Court,  and  ten 
to  the  Clerks  of  the  Courts  of  Huttings,  in  the  City  of  Williamfburg,  and  borough  of 
Norfolk,  and  printing  Infpectors  Receipts,  and  Books,  Proclamations,  and  public  Adver- 
tifements. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Nelfon  do  carry  the  Refolutions  to  the  Council,  and  defire  their 
Concurrence. 

A  Petition  of  feveral  Perfons,  of  the  County  of  Accomack,  whofe  names  are  there- 
unto fubfcribed,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read;  praying,  that  the  public  In- 
fpection  of  Tobacco  at  Guilford  may  not  be  removed  to  Hunting  Creek ;  a  lefs  convenient 
place. 

Ordered, 
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Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee  SM 
of  Propofitions  and  Grievances;    and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and 
report  the  fame,  with  their  Opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe. 

Mr  Ifaac  Smith  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  according  to  order,  a  Bill  to  dock  the  intail 
of  two  hundred  Acres  of  Land,  whereof  Thomas  Bradford  is  feifed,  and  for  fettling  Slaves, 
of  the  fame  value,  in  lieu  thereof;  and  the  fame  was  received,  and  read  the  firft  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  fecond  time. 

A  Petition  of  William  Lynn  of  the  County  of  Augufta,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe, 
and  read;  fetting  forth,  that  the  Petitioner  ferving  as  a  lieutenant  of  the  Militia,  in 
an  expedition  againft  the  upper  Shawanefe  Towns,  on  the  fecond  of  Auguft  laft,  in  an 
engagement  with  the  Enemy,  received  a  Wound  in  his  Breaft  and  Shoulder,  by  which 
he  is  become  unable  to  labour;  and  therefore  praying  the  Confideration  of  the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
of  Public  Claims,  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  fame, 
with  their  Opinion  thereupon  to  the  Houfe. 

An  ingroffed  Bill,  to  revive  the  Act,  intituled  An  Ad  for  giving  a  Salary  to  the 
Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Burgeffes,  was  read  the  third  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  do  pafs;  and  that  the  title  be,  An  Ad1  to  revive  the  Ad, 
intituled  An  Ad  for  giving  a  Salary  to  the  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Burgeffes. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Jones  do  carry  theBill  to  the  Council,  and  defire  their  Concurrence. 

An  ingroffed  Bill,  for  altering  and  eftablifhing  the  boundaries  of  the  Counties  of  ss» 
Stafford  and  King  George,  was  read  the  third  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  do  pafs,  and  that  the  title  be,  An  Ad2  for  altering  and  ef- 
tablifhing the  boundaries  of  the  Counties  of  Stafford  and  King  George. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Jones  do  carry  the  Bill  to  the  Council,  and  defire  their  Concur- 
rence. 

An  ingroffed  Bill,  to  dock  the  intail  of  certain  Lands,  whereof  Nathaniel  Lyttleton 
Savage  is  feifed  in  Fee  tail,  and  for  fettling  Slaves  in  lieu  thereof,  was  read  the  third  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  do  pafs;  and  that  the  title  be,  An  Ad*  to  dock  the  intail  of 
certain  Lands  whereof  Nathaniel  Lyttleton  Savage  is  feifed  in  fee  tail,  and  for  fettling 
Slaves  in  lieu  thereof. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Bowdoin  do  carry  the  Bill  to  the  Council,  and  defire  their  Con- 
currence. 

An  ingroffed  Bill,  to  dock  the  intail  of  certain  Lands,  whereof  William  Day  is 
feifed  in  fee  tail,  and  for  fettling  other  lands  and  Slaves,  to  be  purchafed,  in  lieu  thereof, 
was  read  the  third  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  do  pafs;  and  that  the  Title  be,  An  Ad*  to  dock  the  intail  of 
certain  Lands  whereof  William  Day  is  feifed  in  fee  tail,  and  for  fettling  other  Lands  and 
Slaves,  to  be  purchased,  in  lieu  thereof. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Dandridge  do  carry  the  Bill  to  the  Council,  and  defire  their  Con- 
currence. 

An  ingroffed  Bill,  to  veft  certain  intailed  Lands  therein  mentioned  in  Wilfon  Miles 
Cary,  Efquire,  in  fee-fimple,  and  to  fettle  other  Lands  in  lieu  thereof,  was  read  the 
third  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  do  pafs;  and  that  the  title  be,  An  Ads  to  veft  certain  intailed 
Lands  therein  mentioned  in  Wilfon  Miles  Cary,  Efquire,  in  fee-fimple,  and  to  fettle  other 
Lands  in  lieu  thereof. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Cary  do  carry  the  Bill  to  the  Council,  and  defire  their  Concurrence. 

Ordered,  that  the  Committee  for  Religion  be  difcharged  from  proceeding  upon  the 

Petition  of  the  Veftrymen  of  the  Parifh  of  Saint  John,  in  the  County  of  King  William, 

praying  that  leave  may  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  felling  the  prefent  Glebe  of  the 

faid  Parifh,  and  purchafing  another  more  convenient,  or  putting  the  Money  out  at 

Intereft. 

Ordered, 


■  Hening's.  VIII,  p.  210.  '  Ibid.,  IX,  p.  244.  3  Not  recorded  as  a  law. 
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Ordered,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  purfuant  to  the  prayer  of  the  faid 
Petition ;  and  that  Mr  Braxton  and  Mr  Aylett  do  prepare,  and  bring  in  the  fame. 

Mr  Cary  reported  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  draw  up  an  Addrefs,  to  be 
prefented  to  the  Governor,  that  the  Committee  had  drawn  up  an  Addrefs  accordingly ; 
which  they  had  directed  him  to  report  to  the  Houfe ;  and  he  read  the  fame  in  his  place, 
and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's  Table;  where  the  fame  was  read  and  is  as 
followeth,  viz, 

My  Lord, 

We  his  Majefty's  dutiful  and  loyal  Subjects,  the  Burgeffes  of  Virginia,  now  met  in 
General  Affembly,  have  taken  into  our  Confederation  the  joint  Addrefs  of  the  two  Houfes 
of  Parliament,  his  Majefty's  anfwer,  and  the  Refolution  of  the  Commons  which  your  Lord- 

3U  fhip  has  been  pleafed  to  lay  before  us,  wifhing  nothing  fo  fincerely  as  the  perpetual  con- 
tinuance of  that  brotherly  love  which  we  bear  to  our  fellow  fubjeds  of  Great  Britain,  and 
ftill  continuing  to  hope  and  believe  that  they  do  not  approve  the  meafures  which  have  fo  long 
oppreffed  their  brethren  in  America,  we  were  pleafed  to  receive  your  Lordfhip's  notification 
that  a  benevolent  tender  had  at  length  been  made  by  the  Britifh  houfe  of  Commons  towards 
bringing  to  a  good  end  our  unhappy  difputes  with  the  Mother  Country,  next  to  the  poffeffion 
of  liberty  my  Lord  we  fhould  confider  fuch  a  reconciliation  as  the  greateft  of  all  human 
bleffings.  withthefe  difpofitions  we  entered  into  confederation  of  that  Refolution:  we  ex- 
amined it  minutely ;  we  viewed  it  in  every  point  of  light  in  which  we  were  able  to  place  it; 
and  with  pain  and  difappointment  we  muft  idtimately  declare  it  only  changes  the  form  of 
oppreffion,  without  lightening  its  burthen  we  cannot,  my  Lord,  clofe  with  the  terms  of  that 
Refolution  for  thefe  Reafons. 

Becaufe  the  Britifh  Parliament  has  no  right  to  intermeddle  with  the  fupport  of  civil 
Government  in  the  Colonies,  for  us,  not  for  them,  has  government  been  inftituted  here,  agree- 
able to  our  Ideas  provifion  has  been  made  for  fuch  Officers  as  we  think  neceffary  for  the 
Adminiftration  of  public  affairs;  and  we  cannot  conceive  that  any  other  legiflature  has 
right  to  prefcribe  either  the  number  of  pecuniary  appointments  of  our  Offices.  As  a  proof 
that  the  Claim  of  Parliament  to  interfere  in  the  neceffary  provifions  for  fupport  of  civil 
Government  is  novel  and  of  a  late  date  we  take  leave  to  refer  to  an  Ad  of  our  Affembly  paffed 
fo  long  fince  as  the  thirty  second  Year  of  the  Reign  of  King  Charles  the  fecond  intituled  "An 
Act '  for  raifmg  a  public  revenue  and  for  the  better  fupport  of  the  Government  of  this  his 

342  Majefty's  Colony  of  Virginia."  this  Ad  was  brought  over  by  Lord  Culpeper,  then  Governor, 
under  the  great  Seal  of  England  and  was  enaded  in  the  name  of  "the  Kings  moft  excellent 
Majefty  by  and  with  the  confent  of  the  General  Affembly." 

Becaufe,  to  render  perpetual  our  exemption  from  an  unjuft  taxation  we  muft  faddle 
ourfelves  with  a  perpetual  tax  adequate  to  the  expedations  and  fubjed  to  the  difpofal  of 
Parliament  alone,  whereas  we  have  right  to  give  our  Money,  as  the  Parliament  do  theirs, 
without  coercion,  from  time  to  time,  as  public  exigencies  may  require,  we  conceive  that  we 
alone  are  the  judges  of  the  condition,  circumftances  and  fetuation  of  our  people,  as  the  Par- 
liament are  of  theirs,  it  is  not  merely  the  mode  of  raifing,  but  the  freedom  of  granting  our 
money  for  which  we  have  contended,  without  this  we  poffefs  no  check  on  the  royal  prerogative; 
and,  what  muft  be  lamented  by  dutiful  and  loyal  Subjeds,  we  fhould  be  ftript  of  the  only 
means  as  well  of  recommending  this  country  to  the  favours  of  our  moft  gracious  fovereign, 
as  of  ftrengthening  thofe  bonds  of  Amity  with  our  fellow-fubjeds  which  we  would  wifh  to 
remain  indiffoluble. 

Becaufe,  on  our  undertaking  to  grant  Money  as  is  propofed,  the  Commons  only  refolve 
to  forbear  levying  pecuniary  taxes  on  us;  ftill  leaving  unrepealed  their  feveral  Ads  paffed 
for  the  purpofes  of  reftraining  the  trade  and  altering  the  form  of  Government  of  the  Eaftem 
Colonies;  extending  the  boundaries  and  changing  the  Government  and  Religion  of  Quebec; 
enlarging  the  jurifdidion  of  the  Courts  of  Admiralty,  taking  from  us  the  right  of  trial  by 
jury;  and  tranfporting  us  into  other  Countries  to  be  tried  for  Criminal  Offences.     Standing 

843  Armies  too  are  ftill  to  be  kept  among  us,  and  the  other  numerous  grievances  of  which  ourfelves 

and 
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and  Sifter-Colonies,  Separately  and  by  our  representatives  in  General  Congrefs  have  fo 
often  complained,  are  ftill  to  continue  without  redrefs. 

Becaufe  at  the  very  time  of  requiring  from  us  Grants  of  money  they  are  making  dif- 
pofition  to  invade  us  with  large  Armaments  by  fea  and  land,  which  is  a  ftile  of  afking  Gifts 
not  reconcileable  to  our  freedom,  they  are  alfo  proceeding  to  a  repetition  of  injury  by  paffing 
Ads  for  restraining  the  Commerce  and  Fisheries  of  the  Provinces  of  New  England,  and 
for  prohibiting  the  trade  of  the  other  Colonies  with  all  parts  of  the  world,  except  the  If  lands 
of  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  and  the  Weft  Indies,  this  feems  to  befpeak  no  intention  to  dis- 
continue the  exercife  of  this  ufurped  power  over  us  in  future. 

Becaufe,  on  our  agreeing  to  contribute  our  proportion  towards  the  common  defence, 
they  do  not  propofe  to  lay  open  to  us  a  free  trade  with  all  the  World:  whereas  to  us  it 
appears  juft  that  thofe  who  bear  equally  the  burthens  of  Government,  fhould  equally  partici- 
pate of  its  benefits,  either  be  contented  with  the  monopoly  of  our  Trade,  which  brings  greater 
lofs  to  us  and  benefit  to  them,  than  the  amount  of  our  proportional  contributions  to  the 
common  defence;  or,  if  the  latter  be  preferred,  relinquifh  the  former,  and  do  not  propofe, 
by  holding  both,  to  exad  from  us  double  contributions,  yet  we  would  remind  Government 
that  on  former  emergencies  when  called  upon  as  a  free  people,  however  Cramped  by  this 
monopoly  in  our  refources  of  wealth,  we  have  liberally  contributed  to  the  common  defence, 
be  affured  then  that  we  fhall  be  generous  in  future  as  in  paft  times,  difdaining  the  Shackles 
0f  proportion  when  called  to  our  free  Station  in  the  general  fyftem  of  the  Empire.  sm 

Becaufe  the  propofition  now  made  to  us  involves  the  intereft  of  all  the  other  Colonies, 
we  are  now  reprefented  in  General  Congrefs  by  members  approved  by  this  Houfe,  where  our 
former  union  it  is  hoped  will  be  fo  ftrongly  cemented  that  no  partial  applications  can  pro- 
duce the  flighteft  departure  from  the  common  caufe.  we  confider  ourf elves  as  bound  in  honor 
as  well  as  intereft  to  fhare  one  general  fate  with  our  Sifter  Colonies,  and  fhould  hold  ourfelves 
bafe  deferters  of  that  union  to  which  we  have  acceded,  were  we  to  agree  on  any  meafures 
diftind  and  apart  from  them. 

There  was  indeed  a  plan  of  accomodation  offered  in  parliament,  which  though  not 
entirely  equal  to  the  terms  we  had  a  right  to  afk,  yet  differed  but  in  few  points  from  what 
the  General  Congrefs  had  held  out.  had  Parliament  been  difpofed  fincerely  as  we  are  to  bring 
about  a  reconciliation,  reafonable  Men  had  hoped  that  by  meeting  us  on  this  ground,  fome- 
thing  might  have  been  done.  Lord  Chatham's  bill  on  the  one  part,  and  the  terms  of  the 
Congrefs  on  the  other,  would  have  formed  a  bafis  for  negotiation,  which  a  fpirit  of  accomoda- 
tion on  both  fides  might  perhaps  have  reconciled,  it  came  recommended  too  from  one  whofe 
fucceffful  experience  in  the  art  of  Government  fhould  have  enfured  to  it  fome  attention  from 
thofe  to  whom  it  was  tendered,  he  had  fhewn  to  the  World  that  Great  Britain  witKher  Col- 
onies, united  firmly  under  a  juft  and  honeft  government  formed  a  power  which  might  bid 
defiance  to  the  moft  potent  Enemies.  With  a  Change  of  Minifters  however,  a  total  Change 
of  Meafures  took  place;  the  component  parts  of  the  empire  have  from  that  Moment  been 
falling  afunder,  and  a  total  annihilation  of  its  weight  in  the  political  fcale  of  the  World 
feems  juftly  to  be  apprehended. 

Thefe,  my  Lord,  are  our  fentiments  on  this  very  important  fubjed  which  we  offer  only 
as  an  individual  part  of  the  whole  Empire,  final  determination  we  leave  to  the  General 
Congrefs  now  fitting,  before  whom  we  fhall  lay  the  papers  your  Lordfhip  has  communicated 
to  us.  to  their  wifdom  we  commit  the  improvement  of  this  important  advance;  if  it  can  be 
wrought  into  any  good  we  are  affured  they  will  do  it.  to  them  alfo  we  refer  the  difcovery  of 
that  proper  method  of  reprefenting  our  well  founded  grievances  which  your  Lordfhip  affures 
us  will  meet  with  the  attention  and  regard  fo  juftly  due  to  them,  for  ourfelves,  we  have  ex- 
haufted  every  mode  of  application  which  our  invention  could  fuggeft  as  proper  and  promifing. 
We  have  decently  remonftrated  with  parliament,  they  have  added  new  injuries  to  the  old: 
we  have  wearied  our  King  with  fup plications,  he  has  not  deigned  to  anfwer  us;  we  have 
appealed  to  the  native  honour  and  juftice  of  the  Britifh  nation,  their  efforts  in  our  favor 
have  been  hitherto  ineffedual.  What  then  remains  to  be  done?  that  we  commit  our  in- 
juries to  the  evenhanded  juftice  of  that  being  who  doth  no  wrong,  earneftly  befeeching  him 

to 
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to  illuminate  the  Counfels  and  profper  the  endeavors  of  thofe  to  whom  America  hath  confided 
her  hopes;  that  thro'  their  wife  direction  we  may  again  fee  reunited  the  bleffings  of  Liberty 
and  Property,  and  the  moft  permanent  Harmony  with  Great  Britain., 

The  faid  Addrefs,  being  read  a  fecond  time; 
8«  Refolved,  that  the  Houfe  doth  agree  with  the  Committee  in  the  faid  Addrefs,  to  be 

prefented  to  the  Governor. 

Refolved,  that  the  faid  Addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Excellency  by  Mr  Cary,  Mr 
Munford,  Mr  Braxton,   Mr  Jones,  and  Mr  Wood. 

The  order  of  the  Day  being  read; 

Refolved,  that  this  Houfe  will,  tomorrow  Refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  Houfe,  to  take  into  Confideration  the  Governor's  Anfwer  to  the  joint  Addrefs  of 
the  Council  and  this  Houfe. 

And  then  the  Houfe  adjourned  till  Tomorrow  Morning,  ten  of  the  Clock. 
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THE  Houfe  being  informed,  that  the  Sherif  of  the  County  of  Nanfemond  attended ; 
Ordered,  that  the  faid  Sherif  do  amend  his  return  of  the  Writ,  for  electing 
Burgeffes  to  ferve  in  this  prefent  General  Aifembly  for,  the  County  of  Nanfe- 
mond; and  he  amended  the  faid  return  accordingly. 

Mr  Nelfon  reported  from  the  Committee,  to  whom  the  Bill  to  dock  the  intail  of 
certain  Lands  whereof  James  Rofcow  is  feifed,  and  for  other  purpofes  therein  mentioned, 
was  committed,  that  the  Committee  had  examined  the  Allegations  of  the  Bill,  and 
found  the  fame  to  be  true;  and  that  the  Committee  had  gone  through  the  Bill,  and 
made  an  Amendment  thereunto,  which  they  had  directed  him  to  report  to  the  Houfe ; 
and  he  read  the  Report  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  the  Bill,  with  the  Amend- 
ment, in  at  the  Clerk's  Table;  where  the  Amendment  was  twice  read,  and,  upon  the 
Queftion  put  thereupon,  was  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  the  Bill,  with  the  Amendment,  be  engroffed. 

A  Petition  of  Robert  Slaughter,  Senior  of  the  County  of  Culpeper,  was  prefented  to 
the  Houfe  and  read;  fetting  forth,  that  two  Hogfheads  of  Tobacco,  belonging  to  the 
Petitioner,  infpectedat  Falmouth  Warehoufe,  were,  in  the  great  frefh  in  the  Year  1770, 
carried  away,  and  loft,  and  were  omitted  in  the  lift  delivered  in  by  the  Commiffioners 
fo  that  the  Petitioner  hath  received  no  fatiffaction  for  them;  and  therefore  praying 
Relief. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
of  public  Claims;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  fame, 
with  their  Opinions  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe. 

Mr  Mercer  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  according  to  order,  a  Bill1  for  appointing  Com- 
miffioners to  fettle  the  Accounts  of  the  Militia,  lately  drawn  out  into  actual  Service, 
and  for  making  provifion  to  pay  the  fame;  and  the  fame  was  received,  and  read  the 
firft  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  fecond  time. 

Ordered,  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  fecond  time. 

The  Bill  was  accordingly  read  a  fecond  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  committed. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe. 

Refolved,  that  this  Houfe  will,  Tomorrow,  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  Houfe  upon  the  faid  Bill. 

Mr  Cary  reported  from  the  Committee  of  public  Claims,  to  whom  feveral  Petitions 
were  referred,  that  the  Committee  had  examined  the  matters  of  the  faid  Petitions,  and 
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had  come  to  feveral  Refolutions  thereupon,  which  they  had  directed  him  to  report  to  the  *" 
Houfe ;  and  he  read  the  Report  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  it  in  at  the  Clerk's 
Table ;  where  the  Refolutions  of  the  Committee  were  read,  and  are  as  followeth,  vie. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  Petition  of  David 
Donnan,  to  be  allowed  for  his  Slaves  York  and  Abram,  who  were  taken  up  as  runaways, 
and  committed  to  the  Gaol  of  the  County  of  Prince  George,  and  burned  to  death  therein, 
be  rejected. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  Petition  of  John  Martin, 
to  be  allowed  for  his  Slave  Lemon,  who  was  taken  up  as  a  runaway,  and  committed  to 
the  Gaol  of  the  County  of  Prince  George,  and  burned  to  death  therein,  be  rejected. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  Petition  of  John  Robin- 
fon,  Executor  of  the  laft  Will  and  Teftament  of  Peter  Robinfon  deceafed  to  be  allowed 
for  a  flave  therein  named,  who  was  taken  up  as  a  runaway,  and  committed  to  the  Gaol 
of  the  County  of  Louifa,  and  burned  to  death  therein,  be  rejected. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  Petition  of  William 
Fleming,  who  ferved  as  lieutenant  Colonel  under  the  Command  of  Andrew  Lewis,  lieu- 
tenant of  the  County  of  Botetourt,  in  the  late  engagement  with  the  Indians,  and  was 
wounded  in  the  breaft  and  left  Arm,  fo  that  he  is  unable  to  practife  Surgery,  which  is 
his  profeffion,  is  reafonable ;  and  that  he  ought  to  be  allowed  the  fum  of  one  hundred 
Pounds,  for  his  prefent  relief,  and  the  further  fum  of  Sixty  Pounds  per  Annum,  during  34» 
his  life,  as  a  recompence  for  his  gallant  Behaviour,  and  the  Wounds  he  received  in  defence 
of  this  Colony. 

The  three  firft  Refolutions  of  the  Committee,  being  feverally  read  a  fecond  time, 
were,  upon  the  Queftion  feverally  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

The  fubfequent  Refolution  of  the  Committee  being  read  a  fecond  time, 

An  Amendment  was  propofed  to  be  made  thereunto,  by  leaving  out  the  words, 
"one  hundred,"  and  inferting  the  words  "five  hundred,"  inftead  thereof. 

And  the  Queftion  being  put,  that  the  Words,  "One  hundred,"  ftand  part  of  the  faid 
Refolution ; 

It  paffed  in  the  Negative. 

And  the  Queftion  being  put,  that  the  Words,  "five  hundred,"  be  inferted  inftead 
thereof ; 

It  was  refolved  in  the  Affirmative. 

Another  Amendment  was  propofed  to  be  made  to  the  faid  Refolution,  by  leaving 
out  the  words  "the  further  fum  of  Sixty  Pounds  per  Annum  during  his  Life." 

And  the  Queftion  being  put,  that  the  Words,  "the  further  fum  of  fixty  Pounds  per 
Annum  during  his  Life,"  ftand  part  of  the  faid  Refolution; 

It  paffed  in  the  Negative. 

Refolved,  that  the  Houfe  doth  agree  with  the  Committee  in  the  faid  Refolution  fo 
amended. 

Refolved,  that  the  fum  of  five  hundred  Pounds  be  paid  to  lieutenant  Colonel  William 
Fleming,  for  his  prefent  Relief,  and  as  a  recompence  for  his  gallant  behaviour,  and 
the  Wounds  he  received  in  defence  of  this  Colony. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Cary  do  carry  the  Refolution  to  the  Council,  and  defire  their 
Concurrence. 

Mr  Henry  Lee  reported  from  the  Committee,  to  whom  the  Bill  for  further  con- 
tinuing an  Act,  intituled  An  Ad1  for  appointing  a  Treafurer,  was  committed,  that  the 
Committee  had  gone  through  the  Bill,  and  made  an  Amendment  thereunto,  which 
they  had  directed  him  to  report  to  the  Houfe,  and  he  read  the  Report  in  his  place,  and 
afterwards  delivered  the  Bill,  with  the  Amendment,  in  at  the  Clerk's  Table;  where 
the  Amendment  was  twice  read,  and,  upon  the  Queftion  put  thereupon,  was  agreed  to 
by  the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  the  Bill,  with  the  Amendment,  be  engroffed. 
W 
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Mr  Nelfon  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  according  to  Order  a  Bill  to  veft  certain  intailed 
Lands,  in  the  County  of  King  William,  in  John  Weft,  Gentleman,  in  fee  firnple,  and 
for  other  purpofes  therein  mentioned ;  and  the  fame  was  received,  and  read  the  first 
time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  fecond  time. 

Ordered,  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  fecond  time. 

The  Bill  was  accordingly  read  a  fecond  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  committed  to  Mr  Aylett,  Mr  Brooke,  Mr  Lyne,  Mr  James 
Taylor,  of  Caroline,  Mr  Baffett,  Mr  Dandridge,  and  Mr  William  Cabell. 

Mr  Mercer  reported  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  infpec"t  the  Magazine  in  this 
City,  and  inquire  into  the  Stores  belonging  to  the  fame,  that  the  Committee  had  in- 
fpected  the  faid  Magazine,  and  inquired  into  the  faid  Stores  accordingly,  and  had  directed 
him  to  report  the  fame,  as  it  appeared  to  them,  to  the  Houfe;  and  he  read  the  Report 
in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  it  in  at  the  Clerk's  Table;  where  the  fame  was 
read,  and  is  as  followeth,  viz. 

sei  It  appears  to  your  Committee  from  the  Depofition  of  John  Frederick  Miller,  keeper 

of  the  Magazine,  that  in  June  laft  there  were  there  thirty  barrels  of  Gun  Powder,  con- 
taining each  about  fifty  weight,  in  indifferent  order ;  that,  by  the  Governor's  directions, 
he  fifted  twenty  feven  barrels,  out  of  which  he  made  up  twenty  fix  Cafks  and  better, 
the  other  three  he  left  unfifted ;  That  the  Prefident,  foon  after,  fent  to  the  Governor, 
then  on  the  Frontiers,  eight  of  thofe  he  had  fifted,  three  hundred  Mufkets,  Bayonets, 
Cartouch  boxes,  and  Carbines,  which  have  never  been  returned ;  That  one  hundred  and 
fixty  of  the  faid  Mufkets  were  furnifhed  out  of  the  Palace,  and  foon  after  replaced  out 
of  the  Magazine ;  That  the  faid  Miller,  by  order  of  the  Prefident,  alfo  delivered  out 
about  fifty  ftand  of  Arms,  to  fome  Gentlemen  of  this  City,  which  have  not  been  returned. 

That,  about  the  middle  of  April  laft,  the  faid  Miller  delivered  up  the  Keys  of  the 
Magazine  to  the  Governor,  and  he  then  left  there  twenty  one  barrels  and  a  half  of 
Powder,  including  the  three  unfifted,  three  hundred  and  forty  two  new  Mufkets,  lately 
cleaned,  and  in  complete  order,  others  that  wanted  but  fmall  repairs,  and  a  large  num- 
ber of  old  Mufkets,  and  uther  fmall  Guns,  almoft  ufelefs,  and  many  other  Articles,  which 
he  could  not  enumerate. 

It  farther  appears  to  the  Committee,  from  the  Depofitions  of  the  faid  Miller,  and 
John  Dixon,  Ef quire,  Mayor  of  this  City,  that  there  were  in  the  Magazine  (foon  after 
the  Powder  was  faid  to  be  taken  away)  with  his  Excellency,  who  there  mentioned, 
that  he  had  taken  away  fifteen  barrels  of  Powder ;  They  then  faw  eight  Barrels,  which 
they  underftood  was  Powder;  one  being  open,  appeared  to  be  duf  t  of  Powder;  and 
at  the  fame  time,  they  obferved  that  the  cleaned  Mufkets  were  without  Locks ;  and  the 
faid  Miller  fays  his  Excellency  rebuked  him  for  taking  notice  of  that  Circumftance, 
362  and  the  faid  Dixon  faid  he  obferved  fome  Perfons  had  been  in  the  Magazine  the  over 
Night,  as  he  faw  many  arms  lying  in  the  Yard  of  it;  and  his  Excellency  then  told  him, 
he  had  ordered  the  Powder  to  be  buried  in  the  Magazine  yard,  for  though  it  was  but 
Duft,  yet  as  he  underftood  fome  Perfons  went  in  the  Magazine  for  Arms  in  the  Night, 
with  a  light,  they  might  fet  fire  to  the  Powder  and  injure  the  Magazine. 

Your  Committee  farther  Report,  that  before  they  proceeded  to  examine  any  Wit- 
neffes  they  waited  on  his  Excellency,  to  requeft  that  he  would  be  pleafed  to  diredt  the 
Keeper  of  the  Magazine  to  give  them  accefs  thereto,  and,  having  received  the  Keys 
three  days  after  their  firft  application,  they  immediately  proceeded  to  infpedt  the  Maga- 
zine, and  found  therein  nineteen  Halberts,  one  hundred  and  fifty  feven  Trading  Guns 
in  pretty  good  order,  but  very  indifferent  in  kind,  fifty  one  Pewter  Bafons,  eight  Camp 
Kettles,  one  hundred  and  eight  new  Mufkets  without  Locks,  about  five  hundred  and 
twenty  feven  old  Mufkets,  the  barrels  very  rufty,  and  the  Locks  almoft  ufelefs,  twelve 
hundred  Cartouch  boxes,  fifteen  hundred  Cutlaffes  with  Scabbards,  one  hundred  and 
feventy  Piftol  Holfters,  one  hundred  and  fifty  old  Piftols,  or  thereabouts,  with  and 
without  Locks,  fifty  Mallets,  two  bundles  of  match  Rope,  two  hundred  Cantines,  thirty 
five  fmall  Swords  in  bad  order,  one  Tent  and  Tent  Poles,  one  Hogfhead  of  Powder 
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Horns,  one  hundred  and  twenty  feven  Bayonets,  one  hundred  Knapfacks  in  the  Smiths 
Shop,  and  that  part  of  the  Magazine  called  the  Armory,  alfo  one  half  Barrel  of  Duft 
and  rotten  Powder,  one  half  barrel  and  a  quarter  of  unfitted  Powder,  tolerably  good, 
in  the  Powder  Room,  that  has  no  communication  with  the  Armory,  alfo  five  half  Bar- 
rels of  loofe  Powder  buried  in  a  Hole  in  the  Magazine  yard,  the  top  of  which,  (in  quan-  353 
tity  about  two  half  barrels)  was  totally  deftroyed  by  the  late  Rains,  the  reft  very  damp, 
but  quite  found;  this,  his  Excellency  acknowledged  to  your  Committee,  was  buried 
there  by  his  orders,  The  deficiency,  this  Committee  fuppofe,  is  owing  to  the  fifteen 
half  barrels  which  Captain  Collins  moved  from  the  Magazine,  as  acknowledged  in  the 
Governor's  Meffage  to  this  Houfe. 

And  your  Committee  farther  report,  that  the  Morning  before  they  entered  upon 
this  bufinefs,  fome  Perfons,  unknown,  had  broke  into  the  Magazine  and  taken  out 
Arms,  part  of  which,  upon  the  application  of  fome  of  the  Members  of  this  Houfe,  and 
other  Gentlemen,  were  reftored;  and  finding  the  Refpett  paid  by  the  People  to  the 
Members  of  this  Houfe,  your  Committee  thought  it  moft  likely,  to  prevent  farther 
depredations,  to  requeft  fome  Gentlemen  of  the  Town  to  guard  the  Magazine,  till 
application  could  be  made  to  his  Excellency  for  leave  of  accefs  thereto,  which  your 
Committee  immediately  did,  informing  his  Lordfhip  of  the  Steps  they  had  taken  therein, 
which  he  did  not  object  to. 

That  the  Doors  and  Windows  of  the  Magazine  now  want  Repairs,  which  being  done, 
your  Committee  are  of  Opinion  that  it  will  be  sufficiently  fecure,  it  never  having  proved 
otherwife  fince  its  firft  erection,  now  fixty  years  paft,  until  fince  the  Powder  was  taken 
by  order  of  the  Governor  aforementioned. 

Your  Committee  alfo  proceeded  to  inquire  what  Arms  and  Ammunition  had  been, 
from  time  to  time,  depofited  in  the  Magazine,  and  the  difburfements  thereof,  but  could 
obtain  no  certain  Information  refpecting  the  fame;  the  late  Keeper  being  out  of  the 
Colony  and  his  Predeceffor  dead;  Nor  can  your  Committee  find,  altho'  they  have  36* 
examined  feveral  perfons  moft  likely  to  be  acquainted  with  fuch  Facts,  and  applied 
perfonally  to  his  Majefty's  Receiver  General  for  that  purpofe,  that  any  Powder  had 
been  lodged  in  the  Magazine  from  on  board  the  Rippon,  Man  of  War,  or  any  other  of 
his  Majefty's  Ships. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Report  do  lie  upon  the  Table,  to  be  perufed  by  the  Members 
of  the  Houfe. 

A  Petition  of  Cuthbert  Bullitt  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read,  fetting  forth, 
that  the  Petitioner  is  feifed  in  fee  of  certain  Lands  on  the  upperfide  of  Quantico  Creek, 
which  is  a  proper  and  convenient  place  for  a  Town ;  and  therefore  praying,  that  leave 
may  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill,  for  laying  out  part  of  the  faid  Land  into  lots  and  Streets 
for  a  Town,  to  be  called  by  the  Name  of  Helenfburg. 

Ordered,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill,  purfuant  to  the  Prayer  of  the  faid 
Petition ;  and  that  Mr  Henry  Lee  do  prepare,  and  bring  in  the  fame. 

Mr  Richard  Lee  reported  from  the  Committee  of  public  Claims,  to  whom  feveral 
Petitions  were  referred,  that  the  Committee  had  examined  the  matters  of  the  faid 
Petitions,  and  had  come  to  feveral  Refolutions  thereupon,  which  they  had  directed 
him  to  report  to  the  Houfe ;  and  he  read  the  Report  in  his  Place,  and  afterwards  deliv- 
ered it  in  at  the  Clerk's  Table;  where  the  Refolutions  of  the  Committee  were  read, 
and  are  as  followeth,  viz: 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  Petition  of  James 
Arbuckle,  Sherif  of  the  County  of  Accomack,  to  be  allowed  the  expence  which  accrued 
for  Caftrating  and  curing  Daniel,  a  negro,  tried  and  fentenced  by  the  Court  to  fuffer 
that  Punifhment,  for  attempting  to  ravifh  a  white  Woman,  is  reafonable;  and  that  355 
the  Petitioner  ought  to  be  allowed  the  fum  of  Seven  pounds  and  ten  fhillings  for  the 
fame. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  Petition  of  Edward 
Wood,  to  be  allowed  a  larger  fum  of  Money  for  his  negro  man  flave  Robin,  executed 
for  felony  than  Seventy  five  Pounds,  to  which  he  was  valued  by  the  Court  before  whom 
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he  was  tried,  is  reafonable;  the  faid  Slave  appearing  to  have  been  a  very  good  Car- 
penter, which  was  unknown  to  the  Court,  and  that  the  Petitioner  ought  to  be  allowed 
the  fum  of  one  hundred  Pounds  for  the  faid  Slave. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  Petition  of  William 
Lynn,  who  ferving  as  a  Lieutenant  of  Militia  in  an  expedition  againft  the  upper  Shaw- 
anefe  Towns,  was,  on  the  fecond  day  of  Augttft  laft,  in  an  engagement  with  the  Enemy, 
wounded  in  the  breaft  and  Shoulder,  and  thereby  rendered  unable  to  labour  for  his 
fupport,  is  reafonable;  and  that  the  Petitioner  ought  to  be  allowed  the  fum  of  thirty 
pounds  for  his  prefent  relief,  and  the  further  fum  of  thirty  pounds  per  Annum,  during 
his  life,  as  a  recompence  for  the  Wounds  he  received  in  the  Sendee  of  this  Colony. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  Petition  of  Elizabeth 
Croley,  whofe  hufband,  was  killed  in  the  laft  Indian  expedition,  and  who,  with  her 
Children,  is  by  his  death  reduced  to  great  diftrefs,  is  reafonable;  and  that  the  Peti- 
tioner ought  to  be  allowed  the  fum  of  twenty  five  Pounds,  for  their  prefent  Relief, 
and  the  further  fum  of  ten  pounds  per  Annum,  during  the  term  of  ten  Years,  for  the 
maintenance  and  Education  of  her  faid  Children. 
S56  Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  Petition  of  Daniel 

Lawfon  and  George  Garlaiid,  Infpectors  of  Tobacco  at  Totufkey  Warehoufe,  in  the  County 
of  Richmond,  to  be  reimburfed  the  fum  of  ten  pounds  and  thirteen  fhillings,  paid  by 
them  for  a  Hogfhead  of  Tobacco  loft  out  of  the  faid  Warehoufe,  is  reafonable,  and  that 
the  Petitioners  ought  to  be  reimburfed  the  faid  fum  of  Money. 

The  three  firft  Refolutions  of  the  Committee,  being  feverally  read  a  fecond  time, 
were,  upon  the  Queftion  feverally  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

The  fourth  Refolution  of  the  Committee  being  read  a  fecond  time ; 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Refolution  be  recommitted  to  the  fame  Committee. 

The  fubfequent  Refolution  of  the  Committee,  being  read  a  fecond  time. 

A  Motion  was  made,  and  the  Queftion  being  put,  that  the  Houfe  doth  agree  with 
the  Committee  in  the  faid  Refolution. 

It  paffed  in  the  Negative. 

Refolved,  that  the  fum  of  thirty  pounds  be  paid  to  William  Lynn,  a  lieutenant  of 
Militia,  wounded  in  a  late  expedition  againft  the  upper  Shawanefe  Towns;  and  that  the 
fum  of  thirty  pounds  per  annum  be  paid  to  him  during  his  life. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  Refolution  to  the  Council,  and  defire 
their  Concurrence. 

Refolved,  that  a  Meffage  be  fent  to  his  Majefty's  Council,  acquainting  them,  that, 

fince  his  Excellency  the  Governor  hath  been  pleafed  to  remove  from  the  Palace,  the 

Houfe  are  exceedingly  apprehenfive  that  the  public  Arms  therein  are  too  much  expofed, 

357  and  beg  to  be  informed  whether,  in  their  Opinion,  fome  proper  method  cannot  be  taken 

to  fecure  as  well  thefe  Arms,  as  thofe  in  the  public  Magazine. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Braxton  and  Mr  Treafurer  do  carry  the  faid  Meffage  to  the 
Council. 

A  Petition  of  fundry  Perfons  of  the  Community  of  Chriftians,  called  Baptifts,  and 
other  Proteftant  diffenters,  whofe  names  are  thereunto  fubferibed,  was  prefented  to 
the  Houfe,  and  read;  fetting  forth,  that  the  Toleration  propofed  by  the  Bill,  ordered 
at  a  former  Seffion  of  General  Affembly  to  be  printed  and  publifhed,  not  admitting 
public  Worfhip,  except  in  the  day  time,  is  inconfiftent  with  the  laws  of  England,  as 
well  as  with  the  practice  and  ufage  of  the  primitive  Churches,  and  even  of  the  englifh 
Church  itfelf ;  that  the  night  Seafon  may  fometimes  be  better  fpared  by  the  Petitioners 
from  the  neceffary  duties  of  their  callings;  and  that  they  wifh  for  no  indulgencies 
which  may  difturb  the  peace  of  the  Government ;  and  therefore  praying  the  Houfe  to 
take  their  cafe  into  Consideration,  and  to  grant  them  fuitable  redrefs. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  do  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Mr  Braxton  prefented  to  the  Houfe  according  to  order,  a  Bill  for  appointing  an 
Agent ;  and  the  fame  was  received,  and  read  the  firft  time. 

Refolved, 
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Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  fecond  time. 

A  Petition  of  Robert  Pewfey  of  the  County  of  Pittsylvania  was  prefented  to  the 
Houfe,  and  read;  fetting  forth,  that  the  Petitioner,  in  March  1758,  with  his  Wife  and 
Child,  was  taken  Prifoner  by  the  Shawanefe  Indians,  and  carried  to  their  Country, 
where  he  remained  a  long  time  until  he  redeemed  his  liberty ;  and  that  returning  home 
he  could  not  find  any  of  his  effects,  by  which  he  might  have  fubfifted  himfelf  and  his  368 
family,  fome  of  them  having  been  deftroyed  by  the  enemy,  and  the  refidue  loft  during 
his  captivity ;  and  therefore  praying  relief. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
of  public  Claims;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  fame, 
with  their  Opinion  thereupon  to  the  Houfe. 

A  Petition  of  William  Digges,  the  younger,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read ; 
fetting  forth,  that  the  Petitioner  is  feifed  in  fee  tail  in  a  Tract  of  Land,  in  the  Parifh 
of  Dryfdale,  in  the  County  of  Caroline,  containing  two  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  forty 
four  Acres,  which,  being  remote  from  his  Refidence,  is  of  little  advantage  to  him,  efpe- 
cially  as  he  hath  but  few  Slaves  to  culitvate  it ;  and  therefore  praying,  that  leave  may 
be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  dock  the  intail,  and  fettle  other  land  and  Slaves  in  lieu  thereof. 

Ordered,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill,  purfuant  to  the  prayer  of  the  faid 
Petition;   and  that  Mr  Nelfon  do  prepare,  and  bring  in  the  fame. 

A  Petition  of  fundry  inhabitants  of  that  part  of  the  Parifh  of  Botetourt,  which  is 
in  the  County  of  Fincaftle,  whofe  names  are  thereunto  fubferibed,  was  prefented  to  the 
Houfe,  and  read;  fetting  forth,  that  the  faid  Parifh,  being  two  hundred  Miles  in  length 
and  fixty  Miles  in  Width,  is  too  extenfive  for  one  Minifter  to  officiate  in ;  and  there- 
fore praying,  that  the  County  of  Fincaftle  may  be  one  diftinct  Parifh,  and  that  the  Money 
levied  on  the  Petitioners  for  purchafing  a  Glebe  and  building  Churches  in  the  County 
of  Botetourt,  may  be  refunded. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee  369 
for  Religion ;   and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  fame,  with 
their  Opinion  thereupon  to  the  Houfe. 

Mr  Carrington  prefented  to  the  Houfe  according  to  Order,  a  Bill  to  repeal  the  Act 
of  General  Affembly,  made  in  the  twelfth  Year  of  the  Reign  of  his  prefent  Majefty, 
intituled  An  Ad'  to  amend  an  Ad,  intituled  An  Ad  for  better  prefervation  of  the  breed 
of  Deer,  and  preventing  unlawful  hunting,  fo  far  as  the  fame  relates  to  certain  Counties; 
and  the  fame  was  received   and  read  the  firft  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  fecond  time. 

A  Bill  to  dock  the  intail  of  certain  Lands  in  the  County  of  York,  whereof  Robert 
Matthews  and  Anne  his  Wife  are  feifed,  in  her  Right,  and  for  fettling  other  Lands  to 
the  fame  Ufes,  was  read  a  fecond  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  committed  to  Mr  Digges,  Mr  Nelfon,  Mr  Whitinge,  Mr 
Burwell,  Mr  Harwood,  and  Mr  Langhorne. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read,  for  the  Houfe  to  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  Houfe,  upon  the  Bill,  to  amend  the  Act,  intituled  An  Ad"  for  better  fecur- 
ing  the  payment  of  Levies,  and  reftraint  of  Vagrants,  and  for  making  provifion  for  the 
poor; 

Refolved,  that  this  Houfe  will,  upon  Thurfday  next,  refolve  itfelf  into  the  faid 
Committee. 

The  other  order  of  the  day  being  read ; 

Refolved,  that  this  Houfe  will,  tomorrow,  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  Houfe,  to  take  into  Confideration  the  Governor's  Anfwer  to  the  joint  Addrefs  of 
the  Council  and  this  Houfe. 

And  then  the  Houfe  adjourned  till  Tomorrow  Morning,  ten  of  the  Clock. 

1  Hening's,  VIII,  p.  591.  '  Ibid.,  IX,  p.  216. 
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Weonesda?.  H)*  Mfy  of  3une,  15  Geo.  ttt  1775. 

A  Petition  of  Peter  Hanfbury  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read;  fetting  forth, 
that  a  negro  man  Slave  of  the  Petitioner,  named  Sharper,  was  committed  to 
the  Gaol  of  the  County  of  Stafford,  charged  with  an  attempt  to  poifon  one  of 
his  Matter's  family,  where  he  remained  five  Months,  as  no  Court  was  held  for 
the  trial  of  him,  there  being  no  Sherif  in  the  County  by  which  means  the  faid  Slave 
was  froft  bitten,  fo  that  he  died ;  and  therefore  praying,  that  the  Petitioner  may  be 
allowed  the  value  of  the  faid  Slave,  to  be  paid  by  the  Public. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
of  public  Claims;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  fame, 
with  their  Opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe. 

Several  other  Members,  having  taken  the  Oaths  appointed  to  be  taken  by  Act  of 
Parliament,  and  repeated  and  fubfcribed  the  Teft,  took  their  places  in  the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Bland  be  added  to  the  Committee  for  Religion,  the  Committee  of 
Privileges  and  Elections,  the  Committee  of  Propofitions  and  Grievances,  and  the  Com- 
mittee of  Trade. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Rutherford  be  added  to  the  Committee  for  Religion,  the  Committee 
of  Propofitions  and  Grievances,  and  the  Committee  of  public  Claims. 

Mr  Digges  reported  from  the  Committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections,  to  whom  the 
Petition  of  Mr  James  Henry,  complaining  of  an  undue  Election  and  Return  of  Mr  Ifaac 
Smith,  to  ferve  as  a  Burgefs  in  this  prefent  General  Affembly,  for  the  County  of  Acco- 
mack, was  referred,  that  the  Committee  had  partly  examined  the  matter  of  the  faid 
Petition  and  have  come  to  feveral  Refolutions,  which  they  had  directed  him  to  report 
to  the  Houfe ;  and  he  read  the  Report  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  it  in  at  the 
Clerk's  Table;  where  the  Refolutions  of  the  Committee  were  read,  and  are  as  followeth, 
viz. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee  that  the  Petitioner  and  fitting 
Member  be  at  liberty  to  examine  before  John  Smith,  William  Selby,  William  Vere  and 
William  Williams,  Gentlemen,  or  any  three,  fuch  Witneffes  as  are  unable  to  attend  the 
Committee,  touching  the  Freehold  of  any  Perfon  who  voted  at  the  faid  Election,  and 
to  return  the  Depofitions  to  the  Clerk  of  this  Houfe. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  Perfons,  who  voted  at 
the  faid  Election,  whofe  Freeholds  are  queftioned  either  by  the  Petitioner  or  fitting 
Member,  be  examined  before  the  Committee. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee  that  the  Petitioner  do,  by  himfelf 
or  his  Agent,  within  one  Month  from  this  time,  deliver  to  the  fitting  Member  or  his 
Agent,  lifts  of  the  Perfons  intended  by  the  Petitioner  to  be  objected  to,  who  voted  for 
the  fitting  Member,  giving,  in  the  faid  Lifts,  the  feveral  Heads  of  objection,  and  dif- 
tinguifhing  the  fame  againft  the  names  of  the  Voters  excepted  to ;  and  that  the  fitting 
Member  do,  by  himfelf  or  his  Agent,  within  the  fame  time,  deliver  the  like  Lifts,  on  his 
part,  to  the  Petitioner  or  his  Agent. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  fubject  Matter  of  the 
faid  Petition  be  heard  before  the  Committee  on  the  tenth  day  of  the  next  fitting  of  this 
Affembly. 

The  faid  Refolutions,  being  feverally  read  a  fecond  time,  were,  upon  the  Queftion 
feverally  put  thereupon  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

A  Petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Borough  of  Norfolk  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe, 
and  read;  fetting  forth,  that  a  bridge  built  by  Subfcription  over  the  Creek,  which 
divides  the  main  Street,  leading  to  the  public  Wharf,  from  Catharine  Street,  in  the  faid 
Borough,  had  fallen  down ;  and  that  the  faid  Bridge,  whilft  it  ftood,  was  very  convenient 
to  the  Petitioners,  and  many  others;  and  therefore  praying,  that  leave  may  be  given 
to  bring  in  a  Bill,  to  enable  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Common  Council  of  the  faid 
Borough  to  affefs  a  tax  on  the  inhabitants  thereof,  for  building  and  keeping  in  Repair 
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a  bridge  over  the  Creek  aforefaid,  and  alio  fuch  other  Bridge  or  Bridges,  for  the  Con- 
veniency  of  the  faid  Inhabitants,  as  may  be  now  built  or  may  be  thought  neceffary  to 
be  built  hereafter. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
of  Propofitions  and  Grievances;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matters  thereof,  and 
report  the  fame,  with  their  Opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe. 

A  Petition  of  the  Freeholders  and  other  inhabitants  of  the  Borough  of  Norfolk, 
whofe  names  are  thereunto  fubfcribed,  fetting  forth,  that  the  Petitioners  conceive  the 
Act  of  General  Affembly,  made  in  the  twenty  fecond  Year  of  the  Reign  of  King  George 
the  Second,  intituled  An  Ad,  concerning  highways  Mill  Dams  and  Bridges,  as  to  the 
Provifion  made  thereby  for  the  laying  out  clearing  and  repairing  Roads,  to  be  unequal 
and  oppreffive,  and  particularly  detrimental  to  the  Petitioners ;  and  therefore  praying, 
that  the  inhabitants  of  the  faid  Borough  may  be  exempted  from  all  kinds  of  Service 
upon  any  highway  or  Road,  without  the  limits  thereof ;  and  that  the  expence  of  laying  363 
out  clearing  and  repairing  the  Streets  Caufeways  and  Lanes  in  the  faid  Borough  may 
be  defrayed  by  a  Tax,  to  be  affeffed  upon  the  faid  inhabitants ;  and  alfo, 

A  Petition  of  feveral  freeholders  and  other  inhabitants  of  the  County  of  Norfolk, 
in  oppofition  thereto. 

Were  feverally  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petitions  be  feverally  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the 
Committee  of  Propofitions  and  Grievances ;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof, 
and  report  the  fame  with  their  Opinion  thereupon  to  the  Houfe. 

A  Petition  of  James  Scott,  junior,  of  the  County  of  Fauquier,  was  prefented  to  the 
Houfe,  and  read ;  fetting  forth,  that  the  Petitioner  is  feifed  in  fee-tail  of  and  in  a  certain 
Tract  of  Land,  on  Carters  Run,  in  the  Parifh  of  Leeds,  in  the  County  of  Fauquier,  which 
by  the  Patent  is  fuppofed  to  contain  two  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  twenty  Acres, 
but,  on  a  refurvey  which  the  Petitioner  was  obliged  to  make  in  confequence  of  notice 
to  do  fo,  is  found  to  include  within  the  bounds  thereof  Seven  hundred  and  ten  Acres 
of  furplus  land,  to  fecure  the  title  to  which  he  had  been  put  to  a  Confiderable  expence ; 
and  that  the  Petitioner  is  feifed  in  fee  fimple  of  four  hundred  Acres  of  Land,  on  Cedar 
Run,  in  the  faid  County,  which  is  improved  and  of  equal  value  to  the  faid  furplus  land ; 
and  that  he  is  alfo  feifed  in  fee  fimple  of  three  hundred  and  ten  Acres  of  Land  which 
adjoin  the  faid  feven  hundred  and  ten  Acres,  and  added  thereto,  would  make  a  con- 
venient f ettlement  for  a  younger  Son ;  and  praying,  that  leave  may  be  given  to  bring  8M 
in  a  Bill,  to  dock  the  intail  of  the  feven  hundred  and  ten  Acres  of  furplus  land,  and 
veft  the  fame  in  the  Petitioner  in  fee  fimple,  and  to  fettle  the  faid  four  hundred  Acres, 
on  Cedar  Run,  in  lieu  thereof. 

Ordered,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill,  purfuant  to  the  Prayer  of  the  faid 
Petition ;  and  that  Mr  Henry  Lee  do  prepare,  and  bring  in  the  fame. 

A  Meffage  from  the  Council  by  Mr  Blair: 

M'  Speaker, 

The  Council  have  agreed  to  the  Bill,  intituled  An  Act1  to  enable  Perfons  living  in 
other  Countries  to  difpofe  of  their  Eftates  in  this  Colony,  with  more  eafe  and 
convenience,  and  for  other  purpofes  therein  mentioned,  without  any  Amendment; 
and  alfo, 

The  Council  have  agreed  to  the  Bill,  intituled  An  Act 2  to  confirm  the  titles  to  fundry 
Houfes  and  Lots  of  Land,  whereof  Nathaniel  Walthoe,  Efquire,  died  feifed,  to  the 
purchafers  thereof,  without  any  Amendment;  and  alfo, 

The  Council  have  agreed  to  the  Bill,  intituled  An  Act2  to  dock  the  intail  of  four  hundred 
Acres  of  land  whereof  Edward  Harwood  and  Elizabeth  his  Wife  are  feifed  and  fettling 
other  lands  and  Slaves  in  lieu  thereof  and  for  other  purpofes  therein  mentioned,  with- 
out any  Amendment;  and  alfo, 

The 
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The  Council  have  agreed  to  the  Bill,  intituled  An  Act'  to  veft  certain  intailed  Lands 
therein  mentioned  in  Wilfon  Miles  Cary,  Efquire,  in  fee  fimple,  and  to  fettle  other 
Lands  in  lieu  thereof,  without  any  Amendment;  and  alfo, 

The  Council  have  agreed  to  the  Refolve,  for  paying  feveral  fums  of  Money  and  an 
Annuity  to  William  Shepherd;  and  alfo, 

The  Council  have  agreed  to  the  Refolve,  for  paying  a  fum  of  Money  and  an  Annuity 
to  Abram  Field;  and  alfo, 

The  Council  have  agreed  to  the  Refolve,  for  paying  a  fum  of  Money  and  an  Annuity 
to  John  McKenny. 

And  then  the  Meffenger  withdrew. 

An  ingroffed  Bill,  to  dock  the  intail  of  certain  lands,  whereof  James  Rofcow  is 
feifed,  and  for  other  purpofes  therein  mentioned  was  read  the  third  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  do  pafs;  and  that  the  title  be;  An  Ad  to  dock  the  intail  of 
certain  Lands  whereof  James  Rofcoiv  is  feifed,  and  for  other  purpofes  therein  men- 
tioned. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Mercer  do  carry  the  Bill  to  the  Council,  and  defire  their  Concur- 
rence. 

Mr  Henry  Lee  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  according  to  Order,  a  Bill  to  dock  the  intail 
of  certain  Lands  whereof  James  Scott,  the  younger,  is  feifed,  and  for  fettling  other 
lands,  in  lieu  thereof;  and  the  fame  was  received,  and  read  the  firft  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  fecond  time. 

A  Petition  of  James  George,  Thomas  Flowers,  John  Pemberton,  Elifha  Dyer,  James 
Murphy,  Henry  Mitchell,  and  Laurence  Burkhelder  of  the  County  of  Pittfylvania,  was 
prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read ;  fetting  forth,  that,  at  the  time  certain  perfons  of  the 
name  of  Cook,  aceufed  of  forging  the  Treafury  Bills,  were  apprehended  by  the  Gover- 
nor's Warrant,  the  Sherif  of  the  faid  County  impreffed  feveral  Horfes  and  Guns  of  the 
Petitioners  for  the  ufe  of  the  Guard  who  attended  the  Prifoners,  and  that  the  Horfes 
were  much  damaged,  and  the  Guns  loft,  and  therefore  praying  the  Houfe  to  make 
them  fatif faction. 
866  Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confederation  of  the  Committee 

of  public  Claims;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof  and  report  the  fame, 
with  their  Opinion  thereupon  to  the  Houfe. 

A  Petition  of  Ezekiel  Field  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe  and  read,  fetting  forth,  that 
the  Petitioner,  the  laft  Year  accompanying  his  father  the  late  Colonel  John  Field  to  the 
Kanhawa  River,  in  order  to  make  a  fettlement  there  was  taken  prifoner  by  the  Shawa- 
nefe  Indians,  who  treated  him  cruelly ;  that  his  father  who  was  flain  in  the  late  engage- 
ment with  the  Indians  at  the  mouth  of  the  faid  River,  after  he  had  given  fignal  proofs 
of  his  bravery,  having  made  his  Will  before  that  Expedition,  fuppofing  the  Petitioner, 
who  ftill  remained  in  Captivity,  to  be  dead,  charged  the  Eftate  devifed  to  him  in  cafe 
he  fhould  return  with  the  payment  of  his  debts,  which  were  fo  confiderable  as  to  be 
nearly  equal  to  the  value  of  it,  fo  that  the  provifion  made  for  the  Petitioner  is  a  very 
f canty  one,  and  he  is  reduced  to  neceffitous  Circumf tances ;  and  therefore  praying 
relief. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
of  public  Claims;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  fame, 
with  their  Opinion  thereupon  to  the  Houfe. 

Mr  Henry  Lee  prefented  to  the  Houfe  according  to  Order  a  Bill  for  eftablifhing  the 
town  of  Helenfburg;  and  the  fame  was  received,  and  read  the  firft  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  fecond  time. 

Mr  Mercer  reported  from  the  Committee  to  whom  the  Bill  for  raifing  a  Capital  fum 

of  forty  thoufand  Pounds  by  fubfcription,  and  eftablifhing  a  Company  for  opening  and 

m  extending  the  navigation  of  the  River  Potowmack,  was  committed,  that  the  Committee 

had  gone  through  the  Bill,  and  made  feveral  Amendments  thereunto,  which  they  had 

directed 
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directed  him  to  report  to  the  Houfe ;  and  he  read  the  report  in  his  place,  and  afterwards 
delivered  the  Bill,  with  the  Amendments,  in  at  the  Clerk's  Table;  where  the  Amend- 
ments were  once  read  throughout  and  then  a  fecond  time,  one  by  one,  and,  upon  the 
queftion  feverally  put  thereupon,  were  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 
Ordered,  that  the  Bill  with  the  Amendments  be  engroffed. 

Richard  Bland,  efquire,  one  of  the  delegates  from  this  Colony  to  the  General  Con- 
grefs  at  Philadelphia,  acquainted  the  Houfe,  that  a  Petition  of  feveral  Perfons  in  that 
part  of  the  County  of  Augufta,  which  is  on  the  Weft  fide  of  the  Allegany  Mountain, 
addreffed  to  the  Prefident  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Continental  Congrefs  having  been 
prefented  to  them,  fetting  forth,  that  the  Petitioners  had  grievoufly  fuffered  by  the 
devaftations  of  the  Indians  in  the  late  war;  that,  to  avoid  Captivity  by  an  Enemy  fo 
infidious  cruel  and  favage  many  of  the  Petitioners  having  been  obliged  to  defert  their 
habitations,  and  retire  to  Forts,  fo  that  they  could  not  till  the  Ground,  now  wanted 
bread,  and  fupported  themfelves  chiefly  by  the  fpontaneous  productions  of  the  Earth; 
that  the  promifing  appearance  of  a  plentiful  Crop  had  encouraged  them  to  bear  thefe 
afflictions  without  repining,  and  to  hope  for  better  times ;  but  that  thofe  fair  prof  pedis 
would  probably  be  delufive,  unlets  effectual  Meafures  were  purfued  to  avert  the  Cala- 
mities with  which  they  were  threatened;  that  lord  Dunmore,  after  the  expedition 
againft  the  Indians  promifed  to  meet  them  at  Pittfburg  in  the  fpring,  and  conclude  a 
peace,  and  then  reftore  the  Hoftages,  delivered  to  him,  and  difcharge  the  Captives; 
that  the  Indians  had  been  uneafy  for  fome  time  becaufe  the  treaty  was  deferred ;  that  368 
the  Delawares  particularly  were  very  much  diffatiffied,  and  repented  that  they  had  not 
joined  the  Shawanefe  in  the  War,  fmce  they  found  the  white  People  were  not  to  be 
depended  on ;  that  the  Commandant  in  that  quarter  for  Government  had  inf tractions, 
as  the  Petitioners  were  informed,  to  affemble  the  Indians  at  that  place,  fo  foon  as  he 
could,  when  the  hoftages  and  prifoners  would  be  delivered  up,  and  that  the  Petitioners, 
unable  to  difcover  the  defign  of  Government,  apprehended  every  evil  from  the  threats 
of  it,  to  enfranchife  the  Slaves,  on  condition  they  would  rebel  againft  their  Mafters; 
and  therefore  praying  the  Congrefs,  to  which  application  was  made  becaufe  it  was  thought 
the  Provincial  Affemblies  could  not  provide  adequate  remedies  early  enough,  to  take 
the  Cafe  of  the  Petitioners  into  Confideration ;  and  appoint  Commiffioners  from  this 
Colony  and  Pennsylvania  to  attend  the  meeting  of  the  Indians,  and  cooperate  with 
Government  for  the  public  good,  or,  if  the  latter  fhould  fail  to  nominate  Perfons  for  that 
purpofe,  proceed  without  them  in  the  treaty  which  is  abfolutely  neceffary:  the  Con- 
grefs referred  the  faid  Petition  to  the  Delegates  of  this  Colony  and  Pennsylvania,  who 
having  confidered  the  fame  and  being  of  Opinion,  that  the  matter  ought  to  be  com- 
municated to  this  Houfe,  and  fubmitted  to  their  Confideration,  Mr  Bland  was  directed 
by  his  Colleagues  to  lay  the  fame  before  the  Houfe;  which  he  thus  did  with  all  con- 
venient expedition. 

The  faid  information  being  immediately  taken  into  Confideration ; 

Refolved,  that    Thomas  Walker,  James  Wood,  Andrew  Lewis,  John  Walker  and  m 
Adam  Stephen  Efquires,  be  appointed  Commiffioners  to  ratify  the  treaty  of  Peace  be- 
tween this  Colony  and  the  Indians. 

Ordered,  that  a  Bill  be  brought  in  purfuant  to  the  faid  Refolution;  and  that  Mr 
Treafurer,  and  Mr  Dandridge  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  fame. 

Ordered,  that  it  be  an  inftraction  to  the  Gentlemen  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring 
in  the  faid  Bill,  that  they  have  power  to  receive  a  Claufe  or  Claufes,  to  impower  the 
faid  Commiffioners  to  join  with  fuch  Commiffioners  as  may  be  appointed  by  the  Af- 
fembly  of  Pennfylvania,  in  fuch  means  as  fhall  be  judged  moft  proper  for  conciliating  the 
friendfhip  of  the  Indians,  and  perpetuating  the  Peace  now  fubfifting  between  the  faid 
Indians  and  the  Colony. 

Ordered,  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  examine  the  enrolled  Bills  and 
Refolves. 

And  a  Committee  was  appointed  of  Mr  Digges,  Mr  Henry  Lee,  Mr  Mercer,  Mr  Jovies, 
Mr  Holt,  Mr  Carrington,  Mr  Brooke,  Mr  Banifter,  Mr  John  Nicholas,  and  Mr  Mitnford. 

Ordered, 
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Ordered,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  the  eafe  and  relief  of  the  People, 
by  paying  the  Burgeffes  Wages  in  Money ;  and  that  Mr  Henry  Lee  do  prepare,  and  bring 
in  the  fame. 

Mr  Cary  reported  from  the  Committee,  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  Caufes  of  the 
late  difturbances  and  Commotions,  that  the  Committee  had  inquired  accordingly,  and 
had  directed  him  to  report  the  Caufes  of  the  faid  Difturbances  and  Commotions  as  they 
appeared  to  them  to  the  Houfe;  and  he  read  the  Report  in  his  place,  and  afterwards 
delivered  it  in  at  the  Clerk's  Table,  where  the  fame  was  read  and  is  as  followeth,  viz: 

870  It  appears  to  your  Committee  by  the  Teftimony  of  Doctor  William  Pafteur  that 

on  Friday  Morning  the  twenty  fecond  of  April  laft  there  was  a  Commotion  in  the  City 
of  Williamfburg  occafioned  by  the  Governor's  removing  fome  Powder  from  the  public 
Magazine.  That  a  common  Hall  being  affembled,  he  attended,  An  Addrefs  was  pre- 
fented  to  his  Excellency  the  Governor  and  an  Anfwer  received  as  publifhed  in  the 
Virginia  Gazette.  That  the  People  at  the  Requeft  of  the  Corporation  retired  peaceably 
to  their  Habitations,  That  during  the  Commotion,  the  Captains  Fey,  Montague  and 
Collins  walked  the  main  Street  unmolefted.  That  in  the  morning  of  the  twenty  third 
of  April  the  faid  Pafteur  attending  a  Patient  at  the  Palace,  accidentally  met  with  his 
Excellency  the  Governor,  who  introduced  a  Converfation  relative  to  what  had  paffed 
the  preceeding  day,  and  feemed  greatly  exafperated  at  the  Peoples  having  been  under 
Arms,  when  the  faid  Pafteur  obferved  that  it  was  done  in  a  Hurry  and  Confufion,  that 
moft  of  the  People  were  convinced  they  were  wrong.  His  Lordfhip  then  proceeded  to 
make  Ufe  of  feveral  rafh  expreffions  and  faid  that  tho'  he  did  not  think  himfelf  in 
Danger  yet  he  underftood  fome  injury  or  infult  was  intended  to  be  offered  to  the  Cap- 
tains Foy  and  Collins,  which  he  fhould  confider  as  done  to  himfelf  as  thofe  Gentlemen 
acted  intirely  by  his  particular  Directions.  That  his  Lordfhip  then  fwore  by  the  living 
God  that  if  a  Grain  of  Powder  was  burnt  at  Captain  Foy  or  Captain  Collins,  or  if  any 
Injur)'  or  infult  was  offered  to  himfelf,  or  either  of  them,  that  he  would  declare  Freedom 
to  the  Slaves,  and  reduce  the  City  of  Williamfburg  to  Afhes.     His  Lordfhip  then  men- 

s'l  tioned  fetting  up  the  Royal  Standard,  but  did  not  fay  that  he  would  actually  do  it, 
but  faid  he  believed,  if  he  did  he  fhould  have  a  Majority  of  white  People  and  all  the 
Slaves  on  the  fide  of  Government,  that  he  had  once  fought  for  the  Virginians,  and 
that,  by  GOD,  he  would  let  them  fee  that  he  could  fight  againft  them,  and  declared  that 
in  a  fhort  Time,  he  could  depopulate  the  whole  Country.  That  his  Excellency  defired 
the  faid  Pafteur  immediately  to  communicate  this  to  the  Speaker  and  other  Gentlemen 
of  the  Town,  for  that  there  was  not  an  Hour  to  fpare,  adding  alfo  that  if  Finnie  and 
George  Nicholas  continued  to  go  at  large,  what  he  had  faid,  would,  from  fome  Mifcon- 
duct  of  theirs,  be  carried  into  Execution.  That  the  faid  Pafteur  immediately  com- 
municated this  matter  to  the  Speaker  and  feveral  other  Gentlemen  of  the  Town,  and 
it  foon  became  publicly  known.  In  Confequence  of  which  two  of  the  principal  Gentle- 
men of  the  City  fent  their  Wives  and  Children  into  the  Country.  That  his  Excellency 
at  other  times  more  than  once  did  fay,  he  fhould  not  carry  thefe  Plans  into  Execution 
unlefs  he  was  attacked.  That  the  Inhabitants  of  Williamfburg  were  foon  after  in- 
formed by  an  Exprefs  from  Frederickfburg  that  the  People  in  that  part  of  the  Country 
were  in  Motion  towards  this  City.  That  the  next  Morning  after  this  Report,  the  faid 
Pafteur  attending  a  Patient  at  the  Palace  again  met  accidentally  with  the  Governor, 
who  declared  to  the  faid  Pafteur  that  if  a  large  Body  of  People  came  below  Ruffln's 
Ferry  (a  place  about  thirty  Miles  from  this  City)  that  he  would  immediately  enlarge 
his  plan,  and  carry  it  into  Execution,  but  faid  that  he  fhould  not  regard  a  fmall  number 
of  Men,  adding  he  then  had  two  hundred  Mufkets  loaded  in  the  Palace.  The  faid 
Pafteur  faith,  that,  to  the  beft  of  his  knowledge,  at  the  time  Lady  Dunmore  and  Family 

^  removed  from  Williamfburg  on  board  the  Forney  Man  of  War  then  laying  at  York  the 
inhabitants  of  this  City  were  very  peaceable.  It  appears  to  your  Committee  from  the 
Teftimony  of  Benjamin  Waller  that  the  morning  after  the  Powder  was  removed  from 
the  public  Magazine,  the  People  in  the  City  of  Williamfburg  were  much  alarmed  and 
affembled  fome  with  and  others  without  Arms,  but  when,  the  Corporation  reported  the 

Governor's 
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Governor's  anfwer  to  their  Addrefs,  they,  by  the  periuafion  of  the  Magiftrates,  and 
other  principal  Gentlemen  of  the  Town  difperfed  and  were  quiet,  except  in  the  Evening, 
when  a  Report  prevailed  that  the  Marines  were  landed,  and  intended  to  Town,  they 
expreffed  great  uneafinefs  and  went  with  their  Arms  to  the  Magazine  to  guard  it,  but 
foon  difperfed  except  a  few  who  acted  as  patrole  that  Night.  That  the  next  Day 
Doctor  Pafteur  came  to  the  faid  Wallers  Houfe,  and  informed  him  of  the  Governor's 
Threatening  that  if  himfelf  his  Family  or  Captain  Collins  were  infulted,  he  would  declare 
liberty  to  the  Slaves,  and  lay  the  Town  in  Afhes,  and  that  the  Governor  had  defired 
him  to  communicate  this  his  Declaration  to  the  Magiftrates  of  the  City,  for  that  there 
was  not  an  Hour  to  Loofe.  That  thefe  Declarations  gave  the  faid  Waller  and  the  other 
Inhabitants  of  the  Town  great  uneafinefs.  That  feveral  Days  afterwards  his  Excellency 
came  to  the  faid  Waller's  Houfe  on  fome  private  bufmefs,  and  in  the  Courfe  of  Conver- 
fation,  his  Lordfhip  faid  that  Captain  Collins  had  only  taken  fifteen  half  Barrels  of 
Powder  from  the  Magazine  that  fome  was  not  good  and  other  barrels  not  full  but  that 
he  believed  that  one  whole  barrel  might  be  got  out  of  three  half  barrels,  whereupon  he 
faid  Waller  took  the  liberty  to  mention  to  his  lordfhip  that  he  was  very  forry  to  tell  his 
Excellency  that  he  had  loft  the  Confidence  of  the  People  not  fo  much  for  having  taken 
the  Powder  as  for  the  declaration  he  made  of  raifing  and  freeing  the  Slaves  to  which 
he  anfwered  that  he  did  fay  fo  and  made  no  fecret  of  it  and  that  he  would  do  that  or 
any  thing  elfe  to  have  defended  himfelf  in  cafe  he  had  been  attacked.  That  his  Lordfhp 
further  obferved  that  fome  Slaves  had  offered  him  their  Service  at  the  time  the  Hanover 
Men  were  coming  down  but  that  he  had  fent  them  away.  The  faid  Benjamin  Waller 
further  fays  that  feveral  young  Gentlemen  of  the  Town  and  others  had  formed  them- 
felves  into  a  Company  by  the  name  of  an  independent  Company  to  learn  the  Military 
exercife  and  elected  the  Colonel  of  the  Militia  for  their  Captain  and  that  they  ufually 
muftered  once  a  Week.  That  when  his  Excellency  returned  from  the  Indian  Expedition 
laft  fall  many  of  the  faid  Company  waited  upon  him  in  their  uniform  to  congratulate 
his  Lordfhip  on  his  Return  but  the  faid  Waller  heard  they  were  cooly  received.  That 
the  faid  Waller  fays  that  he  never  heard  of  any  Powders'  being  lodged  in  the  Magazine 
from  the  Rippon  Man  of  War  until  fince  the  removal  of  the  Powder  and  then  only  from 
Report  of  the  truth  of  which  he  doth  not  know.  It  alfo  appears  to  your  Committee 
from  the  Teftimony  of  John  Randolph,  Ef quire,  Attorney  General,  of  the  City  of  William  f- 
burg  that  the  Morning  after  the  Removal  of  the  Powder  many  of  the  People  were  under 
Arms  at  the  Court  Houfe.  That  he  does  not  recollect  he  heard  the  Governor  expreffly 
fay  he  would  proclaim  Freedom  to  the  Slaves,  but  is  well  fatiffied  fuch  was  his  Lordfhips 
intention,  if  it  had  been  neceffary  for  him  to  take  up  Arms  in  defence  of  his  Perfon. 
That  he  does  not  recollect  he  ever  faw  any  of  the  People  under  Arms,  (except  on  the 
Removal  of  the  Powder)  but  the  voluntier  Company,  when  exercifing,  which  Company 
had  been  formed  a  confiderable  time  before  the  difturbance  happened.  That  he  thought 
Lady  Dunmore  had  no  reafon  but  the  Timidity  of  her  Sex,  to  fufpect  any  Injury  would 
be  done  her  or  her  Family,  nor  did  he  know  that  Lord  Dunmore  had  juft  Caufe  to 
apprehend  Danger,  unlets  he  gave  Credit  to  the  Reports  conveyed  to  him,  which  were 
of  fuch  a  Nature  as  to  juftify  an  Opinion  that  his  Perfon  was  not  fafe.  That  he  is  of 
Opinion,  and  that  he  informed  the  Governor  fo,  when  he,  with  other  Gentlemen,  waited 
upon  him,  with  the  Addrefs  of  the  Houfe,  that  his  Perfon  was  in  no  danger.  That  his 
Lordfhip  was  almoft  every  Day  at  his  the  faid  Randolph's  Houfe,  diftant  above  a 
quarter  of  a  Mile  from  the  Palace,  and  in  particular  the  Evening  of  his  Departure,  and 
that  his  Lordfhip  received  no  infult  as  he  knows  of,  in  paffing  to  and  from  thence.  The 
faid  Randolph  fays  that  he  underftood  from  the  Governor,  in  cafe  armed  People  came  to 
Williamfburg,  he  would  fix  up  the  Royal  Standard,  to  diftinguifh  the  Friends  of  Govern- 
ment from  its  foes,  and  that  if  Negroes  on  that  Occafion  offered  their  Service  they  would 
be  received.  That  the  Governor  informed  him  fome  Negroes  (by  one  of  his  Servants) 
had  offered  their  Service,  but  he  ordered  his  Servant  to  bid  them  go  about  their  Bufmefs. 
That  the  Morning  after  the  Removal  of  the  Powder  the  faid  Randolph  faw  Captain 
Collins  Captain  Foy,  and  he  believes  Captain  Stretch  pafs  through  the  People  unmo- 
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lefted.  It  alfo  appears  by  the  Teftimony  of  John  Dixon,  Efquire,  Mayor  of  the  City  of 
Williamfburg,  That  in  the  Opinion  of  the  Inhabitants  the  Militia  of  the  City  being  on  a 
different  footing  and  having  heard  of  an  independent  Company  eftablifhed  at  Norfolk, 
were  defirous  of  forming  one  in  Williamfburg.  That  fuch  Company  was  accordingly 
formed  and  although  he  does  not  know  the  Governor  was  ever  prefent  when  they  were 
exercifed,  the  faid  Dixon  never  heard  he  difapproved  of  it,  that  his  Honor  the  Prefident, 
while  the  Governor  was  out  on  the  Indian  Expedition,  directed  the  Keeper  of  the  Public 
Magazine,  to  furnifh  the  Company  with  Mufkets.  That  a  Committee  was  chofen  in  the 
City  agreeable  to  the  directions  of  the  Congrefs,  but  not  to  Act  as  he  knew  of,  under  the 
Committee.  That  upon  the  Governor's  return  from  the  Indian  Expedition,  one  of  the 
Company  waited  upon  his  Excellency  to  inform  him  the  Company  intended  to  pay  their 
Compliments  to  him  the  next  Morning  before  the  Palace,  if  agreeable  to  Lady  Dun- 
more,  who  was  then  indifpofed,  but  his  Lordfhip  being  out  of  the  way,  the  perfon  who 
went  left  his  Compliments  of  the  above  import.  That  the  next  Morning  the  faid  Dixon 
as  Captain  with  part  of  the  Company,  drew  up  in  Palace  Street  and  paid  the  ufual 
Compliments.  That  his  Lordfhip  did  not  come  out  to  meet  them,  but  fome  time 
afterwards  there  was  a  Meffage  delivered  by  Mr  Blair  from  his  Excellency,  that  he 
would  have  done  himfelf  the  pleafure  of  waiting  upon  them  if  they  had  ftaid  a  little 
longer,  as  he  did  not  expect  they  would  have  finifhed  their  Exercife  fo  foon.  That  the 
Morning  after  the  Powder  was  removed,  many  of  the  inhabitants  being  much  alarmed 
and  greatly  incenfed  againft  Captain  Foy  and  Captain  Collins,  affembled  at  the  Court 
Houfe  under  Arms  but  does  not  believe  nor  has  he  heard  any  injury  or  infult  was  in- 
tended to  the  Governor.  That  fome  time  after  the  Governor's  anfwer  to  the  Addrefs 
of  the  Corporation  was  read,  the  People,  upon  the  interpofition  of  the  Magiftrates  and 
other  Gentlemen,  were  fatiffied  and  returned  Home  in  quiet.  That  after  the  Governor 
had  declared  what  Captain  Collins  had  done  was  by  his  order,  their  refentment  againft 
376  Captain  Collins  fubfided.  That  the  fame  Evening  the  Powder  was  removed,  a  Report 
prevailed  that  a  number  of  armed  Men  from  Captain  Collins'  Schooner  had  landed  at 
Bnrwells  Ferry  about  four  Miles  from  Williamfburg  with  defign  as  was  fuppofed  to 
remove  the  Arms  from  the  Magazine,  whereupon  many  of  the  Inhabitants  repaired  to 
the  Magazine  to  prevent  fuch  defign  being  executed  but  by  the  advice  of  fome  Gentlemen 
they  all  difperfed  except  fuch  as  had  patroled  that  Night.  That  the  Inhabitants  ap- 
peared to  be  in  perfect;  tranquility  til  a  Report  was  fpread  by  his  Excellency's  throwing 
out  fome  threats  refpecting  the  Slaves,  when  there  feemed  to  be  great  uneafinefs  but 
nothing  more  was  done  but  doubling  the  ufual  Patrole.  That  after  the  Alarm  was 
over  the  firft  day,  he  remembers  to  have  feen  Captain  Foy  and  Captain  Montague  walk 
the  Streets  and  he  believes  without  infult  and  frequently  faw  them,  Captain  Collins 
and  other  Officers  do  the  fame  without  their  Swords,  unmolefted  by  the  Inhabi- 
tants. 

It  alfo  appears  by  the  Teftimony  of  Jofeph  Hatchings  Colonel  of  the  Militia  of  the 
Borough  of  Norfolk,  that  fome  years  ago  the  inhabitants  judging  it  would  be  a  means  of 
their  greater  Security,  propofed  railing  an  independent  Company,  that  by  their  being 
more  regularly  trained,  they  might  be  more  capable  of  acting  upon  an  Emergency. 
That  fome  time  afterwards  his  Excellency  Lord  Dunmore  being  at  Norfolk,  the  faid 
Hatchings  informed  him  of  the  intention  of  the  inhabitants  and  afked  his  advice  how 
to  act  as  to  granting  Commiffions,  the  Company  intending  to  choofe  their  own  Officers 
that  his  Lordfhip  highly  commended  the  propofal  advifed  the  faid  Hatchings  to  en- 
courage and  grant  Commiffions  to  fuch  Officers  as  might  be  chofen  and  expreffed  his 
Wifhes  that  the  example  might  be  followed  throughout  the  Country ;  that  about  two 
m  Years  afterwards  his  Lordfhip  was  again  at  Norfolk  when  the  Company  was  completely 
formed  and  Regimented  and  having  drawn  them  up  his  Lordfhip  marched  through  the 
lines  in  order  to  review  them  and  again  expreffed  great  fatif  fact  ion. 

Your  Committee  then  proceeded  to  examine  feveral  Gentlemen  Merchants  natives 
of  Great  Britain  who  refide  in  different  parts  of  this  Colony  refpecting  the  difpofition  of 
its  People  and  its  internal  peace,  the  Caufes  of  the  late  Commotions  and  the  progrefs 

thereof, 
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thereof,  and  it  appears  to  your  Committee  from  the  Depofitions  by  them  taken,  as 
follows : 

It  appears  from  the  Teftimony  of  Hugh  Hamilton  of  the  County  of  Weftmoreland 
that  the  Courts  of  this  Colony  have  always  proceeded  in  criminal  Bufinefs  as  ufual,  but 
declined  trying  civil  Caufes  immediately  on  the  lapfe  of  the  Fee  bill  which  together  with 
the  nonexportation  Agreement  was  in  his  Opinion,  the  Caufe  of  f topping  that  Bufinefs 
rather  than  an  inclination  of  withholding  Juftice,  his  Acquaintances  having  the  fame 
inclination  to  pay  their  Debts  as  before  the  ftoppage  of  the  Courts.  That  Committees 
have  been  chofen  within  thefe  twelve  Months  and  independent  Companies  formed  in 
his  and  the  neighboring  Counties  about  the  Month  of  February  laft,  for  the  Defence  of 
the  Colony,  and  that  he  never  heard  they  were  defigned  to  protect  the  Committees. 
That  in  his  County  the  Gentlemen,  have  been  at  proper  pains  to  preferve  Order.  And 
it  has  been  recommended  to  the  Militia  to  acquire  a  knowledge  of  the  military  Exercife. 
That  the  people  within  his  Acquaintance  have  been  very  orderly  and  that  he  never  faw 
any  Commotion  before  the  Powder  was  taken  from  the  Magazine.  That  there  was  an 
alarm  concerning  the  Slaves  prior  to  this  tranfaction,  which  was  greatly  increafed  by  ®* 
the  Report  of  the  Governor's  intention  to  declare  them  free.  That  he  never  difcovered 
the  fmalleft  inclination  in  any  of  the  Inhabitants  to  be  independant  of  Great  Britain, 
but  on  the  contrary  a  moft  eager  defire  for  a  Connection  as  it  ftood  prior  to  the  Acts 
of  Parliament  impofing  Taxes  on  America,  and  he  is  perfuaded  a  Redrefs  of  the  Griev- 
ances complained  of  would  eftablifh  a  perfect  Tranquility  throughout  this  Colony,  and 
produce  a  Reconciliation  with  the  parent  State. 

It  appears  from  the  Teftimony  of  Thomas  Mitchell  of  the  County  of  Louifa  that  the 
lofs  of  the  Fee  Bill  is  generally  affigned  and  he  believes,  was  the  immediate  Caufe  of 
ftopping  the  civil  proceedings  in  the  Courts  of  Juftice,  but  apprehends  their  not  being 
returned  is  owing  to  the  commercial  Mode  of  Oppofition.  That  no  independent  Company 
was  formed  in  the  faid  County  until  the  eighth  of  May  1775.  or  thereabouts,  nor  a  Com- 
mittee chofen  until  fome  Months  after  the  Affociation  entered  into  and  it  is  his  opinion 
that  the  faid  Company  was  raifed  with  a  view  to  put  the  Colony  into  a  ftate  of  Defence, 
but  believes  it  would  affift  their  Committee,  if  called  on.  That  no  Commotions  have 
happened  in  the  faid  County,  but  that  the  Governor's  Declaration  to  give  Freedom 
to  the  Slaves  greatly  inflamed  the  Minds  of  thofe  who  believed  it,  but  does  not  think 
that  belief  was  general.  That  he  does  not  think  the  Colony  wifh  to  be  independent  of 
Great  Britain,  and  is  fatiffied  a  Redrefs  of  the  Grievances  complained  of,  would  reftore 
Tranquility  and  Reconciliation. 

It  appears  from  the  Teftimony  of  James  Lyle  and  Robert  Donald  of  the  County  of 
Chesterfield  that  the  Reafon  affigned  for  ftopping  the  Courts  in  civil  proceedings,  was 
the  expiration  of  the  Fee  Bill,  and  they  are  of  opinion,  that  their  refuting  to  proceed  now,  379 
is  owing  to  the  adopted  Mode  of  commercial  Oppofition.  That  no  independent  Company 
was  formed  in  Chefterfield  till  a  few  Weeks  ago,  and  that  they  were  intended  for  the 
general  Defence  of  the  Country,  and  not,  as  they  know,  defigned  for  the  Protection  of 
the  Committee,  or  to  be  under  their  Direction,  but  they  believe  they  would  protect  the 
Committee  if  required.  That  the  inhabitants  were  quiet  and  peaceable  prior  to  the 
Removal  of  the  Powder,  and  were  greatly  alarmed  and  exafperated  at  the  Governor's 
Declaration  of  giving  Freedom  to  the  Slaves,  fince  which  uncommon  diligence  has  been 
ufed  in  training  the  independent  Company  and  the  Militia  to  Arms,  but  the  People 
have  always  behaved  themf elves  orderly,  paying  the  greateft  Regard  to  the  prudent 
Advice  of  their  Officers.  That  they  have  no  reafon  to  believe  the  people  wifh  an  in- 
dependance  of  Great  Britain,  and  firmly  believe  a  Redrefs  of  the  prefent  Grievances 
would  eftablifh  a  general  Tranquility  throughout  this  Colony  and  a  Reconciliation  with 
Great  Britain. 

It  appears  from  the  Teftimony  of  Thomas  Hodge  and  James  Robinfon  of  King 
George  County,  Charles  Yates  and  Henry  Mitchell  of  Spotsylvania,  and  Robert  Gilchrift 
and  Patrick  Kennon  of  Caroline,  That  the  Expiration  of  the  Fee  Bill  was  the  immediate 
Caufe  of  ftopping  the  Courts  in  civil  Caufes,  That  it  has  been  fince  confidered  as  a  politi- 
cal 
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cal  means  of  obtaining  redrefs  of  Grievances,  by  interefting  the  britifh  Merchants,  who 
have  property  here,  in  our  behalf,  and  that  fince  it  has  been  determined  to  difcontinue 
the  Exports,  it  has  been  thought  neceffary,  but  the  Courts  proceed  in  criminal  Cafes 
as  ufual.     That  Committees  have  been  eftablifhed  to  inforce  the  Refolutions  of  the 

380  General  Congrefs,  and  independent  Companies  formed  to  learn  the  Ufe  of  Arms,  at 
different  Periods.  In  Spotfylvania  fometime  laft  Winter,  in  Caroline,  in  February  or 
March  laft,  and  in  King  George,  fince  the  laft  Colony  Convention  in  March.  They 
don't  know  that  they  were  eftablifhed  to  protect  the  Committees,  but  believe  the 
defence  of  the  Colony  was  the  firft  and  principal  Motive.  That  fome  of  the  independent 
Company  of  Spotfylvania  have  acted  under  the  direction  of  their  Committee,  but  the 
Caroline  Company  refufed  to  inlift  unlefs  they  were  to  be  folely  under  the  Direction  of 
Officers  of  their  own  choofing.  That  there  never  was  any  Commotions  among  the 
People,  till  after  the  Powder  was  removed  from  the  Magazine,  in  Confequence  of  that 
tranfaction  there  was  a  great  Affemblage  of  armed  Men  at  Frederick  (bur g  and  adjacent 
places,  but  they  were  very  orderly  and  peaceable,  and  upon  the  advice  of  a  Council  they 
appointed,  and  fome  of  the  Delegates  of  this  Colony,  they  all  retired  to  their  refpective 
Homes.  That  about  this  time  they  underftood  the  Governor  had  made  a  Declaration 
of  Freedom  to  the  Slaves,  which  was  not  generally  believed,  but  as  far  as  it  gained 
Credit,  it  tended  greatly  to  inflame  the  People.  That  they  do  not  believe  any  part 
of  this  Colony  wifh  an  independence  of  Great  Britain,  though  they  cannot  undertake 
to  judge  of  the  views  of  individuals,  and  they  hope  and  think  a  redrefs  of  the  prefent 
Grievances  would  reftore  Tranquility  here  and  produce  a  Reconciliation  with  the  parent 
State. 

It  appears  from  the  Teftimony  of  Archibald  Ritchie  of  the  County  of  Effex  that  the 
caufe  generally  affigned  for  ftopping  the  proceedings  of  the  Courts  in  civil  Caufes,  the 
criminal  proceedings  going  on  as  ufual,  was  the  Expiration  of  the  Fee  Bill,  but  that 

3»i  he  believes  the  meafure  was  politically  adopted  for  carrying  more  effectually  into 
Execution  the  purpofes  of  the  Affociation.  That  the  Voluntier  Company  in  the  County 
of  Effex  was  formed  about  three  Weeks  ago,  not  merely  for  protecting  the  Committees, 
but  believes  they  would  be  fo  if  required.  That  previous  to  the  Seizure  of  the  Powder 
the  State  of  the  Colony  as  far  as  his  obfervation  extended  was  a  general  Acquiefence 
in  the  Refolves  of  the  provincial  and  General  Congrefs,  and  that  in  Confequence  thereof, 
no  Commotion  happened  in  that  County.  That  he  does  not  know  of  any  one  that 
wifhes  Independence  of  Great  Britain,  but  on  his  Oath  cannot  fay  there  are  none  fuch. 
That  he  has  not  the  leaft  doubt,  if  the  Grievances  complained  of  were  redreffed  a  perfect 
tranquility  would  be  eftablifhed  between  them  Great  Britain  and  the  Colonies. 

It  appears  from  the  Teftimony  of  Charles  Duncan  of  the  County  of  Chefterfield 
near  the  Towns  of  Peterfburg  and  Blandford,  that  the  lofs  of  the  Fee  Bill,  in  his  Opinion, 
was  the  immediate  Caufe  of  the  Stop  to  the  Proceedings  in  the  Courts  in  civil  Caufes, 
the  criminal  going  on  as  ufual.  That  a  Voluntier  Company  in  the  faid  County  was 
formed  fome  time  after  the  Convention  at  Richmond,  and  in  his  Opinion  folely  for  put- 
ting the  Country  into  a  pofture  of  Defence  without  any  Regard  to  the  protection  of 
the  Committee.  That  the  ftate  of  the  Colony  before  the  Removal  of  the  Powder, 
was  peaceable  and  orderly,  and  a  ftrict  Compliance  with  the  Refolves  of  the  conti- 
nental and  provincial  Congress,  was  he  thinks  the  Caufe  of  maintaining  that  good  order 
fo  little  to  be  expected  in  a  Country  deprived  of  fo  effential  a  part  of  its  laws.  That 
the  removal  of  the  Powder  certainly  occaffioned  the  Commotions  complained  of,  and 
he  believes  fo  far  as  the  Governor's  declarations  gained  Credit,  they  contributed  to 
thofe  Difturbances  but  there  were  none  fuch  in  the  Neighborhood  where  he  lives.  That 
he  never  heard  any  Perfon  wifh  any  independance  of  Great  Britain,  and  is  clearly  of 
Opinion  a  Redrefs  of  the  prefent  Grievances  would  immediately  produce  a  hearty 
Reconciliation. 

It  appears  by  the  Teftimony  of  Archibald  Bryce  of  the  County  of  Henrico  that  the 
Expiration  of  the  Fee  Bill  was  the  Reafon  affigned  by  the  Court  for  ftoping  the  Proceed- 
ings in  civil  Cafes,  the  Criminal  going  on  as  ufual,  and  he  believes  the  commercial  Mode 
of  oppofition  is  the  reafon  why  the  Bufinefs  of  the  Courts  is  not  refumed.     That  the 

Sufpenfion 
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Sufpenfion  in  civil  proceedings  took  place  in  June  1774,  and  fometime  in  the  fall  a 
Committee  was  chofen  agreeable  to  an  Article  of  the  General  Affociation.  That  the 
independent  Company  of  Henrico  has  not  been  formed  above  fix  Weeks,  and  he  believes 
the  principal  Defign  of  their  Inftitution  was  to  put  the  Colony  in  a  proper  ftate  of 
Defence.  That  he  knew  of  no  Commotions  in  the  County  before  the  feizure  of  the 
Powder,  and  as  very  few  took  up  Arms  upon  that  occafion,  he  was  informed  that  at 
the  requeft  of  one  of  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  County,  they  returned  to  their  Habita- 
tions. That  he  thinks,  as  far  as  the  Governor's  declaration  gained  Credit  with  the 
People  it  ferved  to  irritate  their  Minds,  and  might  poffibly  be  a  means  of  continuing 
the  Commotions  in  the  Country.  That  he  believes  the  Colony  in  General  do  not  with 
an  Independance,  and  that  a  Redrefs  of  Grievances  would  eftablifh  tranquility  and 
produce  a  Reconciliation. 

It  appears  by  the  Teftimony  of  Thomas  Montgomery  of  the  County  of  Prince 
William,  That  previous  to  the  Powders  being  feifed,  Committees  of  Correfpondence  ass 
and  of  Obfervation  to  carry  into  effect  the  Refolutions  of  the  Congrefs,  Voluntier  Com- 
panys  were  formed,  Military  Difcipline  was  taught,  Arms  and  Ammunition  were 
induftrioufly  procured.  That  upon  the  Report  of  the  Governor's  having  feifed  the 
Powder,  many  People  marched  to  Frederickfburg,  where,  upon  a  Meeting  of  feveral 
Counties,  it  was  determined  in  Confultation,  they  fhould  return  to  their  refpective 
Homes.  That  the  Court  proceeds  in  Criminal  Cafes.  In  Civil  Cafes  Proceedings 
are  ftopped,  owing  as  he  thinks  to  the  expiration  of  the  Fee  Bill,  but  not  to  the  deter- 
mination againft  imports  and  Exports,  which  he  thinks  did  not  neceffarily  produce  that 
effect:  Having  obferved  the  fame  inclination  in  the  People  to  do  Juftice  to  their 
Creditors  as  ufual,  he  thinks  the  above  Steps  do  not  proceed  from  an  inclination  to 
withhold  Juftice.  That  no  other  Commotions  or  difturbancies  have  happened  in  the 
County  but  what  were  produced  by  the  alarm  of  feifing  the  Powder,  and  thefe  fubfided 
foon  and  the  People  returned  to  their  own  Habitations:  That  the  political  Meafures 
are  adopted  by  all  Claffes  of  Men.  That  the  independent  Company  was  formed  in 
that  County  about  September,  and  its  defign  was  to  protect  the  Colony,  in  General, 
and  the  County  in  particular,  and  that  he  has  heard  it  obferved,  this  inftitution  would 
aid  the  Execution  of  the  Refolutions  of  the  Committee,  That  he  believes  few,  if  any 
Perfon,  in  the  Colony  wifh  an  independence  of  Great  Britain;  but  on  the  Contrary  is 
of  Opinion  that  a  Redrefs  of  Grievances  would  eftablifh  Tranquility  here  and  a 
perfect  Reconciliation  with  the  Mother  Country,  as  he  thinks  they  entertain  not  a  defire, 
but  of  dependance  on  the  Mother  Country  on  Conftitutional  Principles. 

It  appears  by  the  Teftimony  of  Archibald  Govan,  Thomas  Evans,  John  Johnfon  and  :im 
George  Braickenridge  of  the  County  of  Hanover,  That  Proceedings  in  Criminal  Cafes 
went  on  as  ufual.  That  all  civil  law  proceedings,  except  motions  againft  Sherifs  and 
other  Public  Officers  were  ftopped  in  June  1774.  In  November  a  Committee,  in  con- 
formity to  a  Regulation  of  the  Congrefs,  was  chofen,  to  carry  into  execution  the  American 
Affociation,  an  Independent  Company  enlifted,  but  not  embodied.  That  for  the  inter- 
ruption of  Suits  in  civil  Cafes,  they  affign  the  expiration  of  the  Fee  Bill  as  the  Principal 
caufe,  and  do  not  attribute  that  Meafure,  to  the  adoption  of  the  Commercial  oppofition, 
as  this  Political  Plan  took  place,  fome  Months  after  the  Courts  had  ftopped  their  Pro- 
ceedings. That  as  to  Commotions  they  fay,  none  have  occurred  except  in  one  inftance, 
which  proceeded  from  the  Governor's  feifing  the  Powder,  which  was  heightened  and 
encreafed  by  his  threatening  to  enfranchife  the  Slaves ;  That  thofe  Caufes  induced  the 
Independent  Company  to  choofe  their  Officers  and  march  out  about  twenty  Miles 
towards  Williamfburg,  but  how  they  conducted  themfelves  on  their  March  they  can 
give  no  Information.  That  they  think  the  Independent  Companies  were  formed  to 
put  the  Country  into  a  ftate  of  defence,  yet  they  fuppofe  they  would  have  aided  the 
Committee.  That  this  Colony  in  their  Opinion  defires  not  an  independence  of  Great 
Britain,  and  that  a  Redrefs  of  the  prefent  Grievances  would  reeftablifh  Tranquility, 
and  produce  a  Reconciliation  with  the  Parent  State. 

It  appears  to  your  Committee  from  the  Teftimony  of  Andrew  Spr ovule,  Archibald 
Cambpell  and  James  Ingram  of  the  County  of  Norfolk  and  Samuel  Donald fon  of  the  885 

County 
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County  of  Nanfemond,  That  in  thefe  Counties  the  Courts  as  ufual  proceed  in  Criminal 
Cafes.  For  the  Caufes  of  ftopping  the  Proceedings  in  civil  fuits,  they  affign  the  expira- 
tion of  the  Fee  Bill  as  the  primary  one,  but  as  a  fecondary  Caufe,  they  think  this  Meafure 
was  adopted  to  carry  the  Purpofes  of  the  Affociation  more  effectually  into  execution, 
which,  by  diftreffing  the  Merchantile  part  of  the  Britifh  Nation,  was  intended  to  intereft 
them  in  favour  of  the  Colony  and  to  produce  in  the  end  an  Accomodation.  That  the 
Town  of  Norfolk  as  yet,  has  no  independent  Company  but  one  formed  before  the  exift- 
ance  of  Committees,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Governor,  and  under  his  Com- 
miffion;  in  Nanfemond  County  an  independent  Company  was  formed  in  May  laft, 
not  for  the  avowed  purpofe  of  protecting  Committees,  but  in  Conformity  to  the  direction 
of  the  laft  Convention.  That  before  the  Seizure  of  the  Powder  a  general  acquiefcence 
under  the  Refolutions  of  the  General  and  Provincial  Congrefs,  marked  the  political 
Character  of  this  Colony  and  in  the  above  mentioned  Counties  no  Commotions  were 
excited  by  this  Conduct  of  the  Governors,  fince  in  neither  did  the  Report,  that  an  Infur- 
rection  was  intended  by  the  Slaves,  produce  that  Effect.  That  they  think  it  the  uni- 
verfal  wifh,  to  have  a  Conftitutional  dependance  on  Great  Britain;  and  that  a  Redrefs 
of  Grievances  will  immediately  eftablifh  Tranquility  and  be  productive  of  a  Reconcilia- 
tion with  the  Parent  State. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Report  do  lie  upon  the  Table,  to  be  perufed  by  the  Members 
of  the  Houfe. 

Mr  Aylett  reported  from  the  Committee,  to  whom  the  Bill,  to  veft  certain  intailed 

886  Lands,  in  the  County  of  King  William,  in  John  Weft,  Gentleman,  in  fee  fimple,  and 
for  other  purpofes  therein  mentioned,  was  committed,  that  the  Committee  had  exam- 
ined the  Allegations  of  the  Bill,  and  found  the  fame  to  be  true ;  and  that  the  Committee 
had  gone  through  the  Bill  and  made  feveral  Amendments  thereunto,  which  they  had 
directed  him  to  report  to  the  Houfe;  and  he  read  the  Report  in  his  place,  and  after- 
wards delivered  the  Bill,  with  the  Amendments,  in  at  the  Clerk's  Table;  where  the 
Amendments  were  once  read  throughout,  and  then  a  fecond  time,  one  by  one,  and, 
upon  the  Queftion  feverally  put  thereupon,  were  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  the  Bill,  with  the  Amendments  be  engroffed. 

Mr  Henry  Lee  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  according  to  Order,  a  Bill  for  the  eafe  and 
relief  of  the  People,  by  paying  the  Burgeffes  Wages  in  Money;  and  the  fame  was  re- 
ceived, and  read  the  firft  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  fecond  time. 

A  Bill  to  continue  an  Act  to  make  provifion  for  the  fupport  and  maintenance  of 
Ideots,  Lunatics,  and  other  Perfons  of  unfound  Minds  was  read  a  fecond  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  committed  to  Mr  Treafurer,  Mr  Mercer,  and  Mr  Braxton. 

Mr  Braxton  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  according  to  Order,  a  Bill  to  impower  the 
Veftry  of  the  Parifh  of  Saint  John,  in  the  County  of  King  William,  to  fell  the  Glebe  of 
the  faid  Parifh,  and  for  other  purpofes  therein  mentioned ;  and  the  fame  was  received, 
and  read  the  firft  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  fecond  time. 

Ordered,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  amend  an  Act,  intituled  An  Ad1 

887  to  regulate  the  inoculation  of  the  fmall  Pox,  within  this  Colony;  and  that  Mr  Henry  Lee, 
and  Mr  Broadwater  do  prepare,  and  bring  in  the  fame. 

An  ingroffed  Bill,  for  further  continuing  an  Act,  intituled  An  Ad2  for  appointing 
a  Treafurer,  was  read  the  third  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  do  pafs;  and  that  the  Title  be,  an  Ad  for  further  continuing 
and  amending  an  Ad,  intitided  An  Ad  for  appointing  a  Treafurer. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Jones  do  carry  the  Bill  to  the  Council,  and  defire  their  Con- 
currence. 

A  Bill  for  appointing  an  Agent  was  read  a  fecond  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  committed  to  Mr  Bland,  Mr  Treafurer,  Mr  Braxton,  Mr 
Cary  ,  Mr  Digges,  Mr  Jones,  and  Mr  N  elf  on. 
A 
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[  238  ] 

A  Petition  of  Peter  Pelliam  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read;  letting  forth, 
that  the  annual  Salary  of  forty  Pounds,  and  twenty  five  Pounds,  were  granted  to  the 
Petitioner,  as  public  Gaoler  and  Organift,  at  the  laft  Seffion  of  General  Affembly ;  and 
praying  that  the  fame  may  be  Continued. 

Refolved,  that  the  fum  of  forty  Pounds  per  Annum  be  paid  to  Peter  Pelham,  keeper 
of  the  public  Gaol,  as  his  Salary,  to  continue  to  the  end  of  the  next  Seffion  of  General 
Affembly. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Digges  do  carry  the  Refolution  to  the  Council,  and  defire  their 
Concurrence. 

Refolved,  that  the  fum  of  twenty  five  Pounds  per  Annum  be  paid  to  Peter  Pelham 
for  his  Salary,  as  Organift,  to  continue  till  the  end  of  the  next  General  Affembly. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Digges  do  carry  the  Refolution  to  the  Council,  and  defire  their  388 
Concurrence. 

Ordered,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  diffolving  the  Veftry  of  the  Parifh 
of  Frederick,  in  the  County  of  Frederick;  and  that  Mr  Wood  do  prepare,  and  bring  in 
the  fame. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read,  for  the  Houfe  to  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  Houfe,  upon  the  Bill  for  appointing  Commiffioners,  to  fettle  the  Accounts 
of  the  Militia,  lately  drawn  out  into  actual  Service,  and  for  making  provifion  for  paying 
the  fame; 

Refolved,  that  this  Houfe,  will,  tomorrow,  refolve  itfelf  into  the  faid  Com- 
mittee. 

The  other  order  of  the  Day  being  read ; 

Refolved,  that  this  Houfe,  will,  Tomorrow,  Refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  Houfe,  to  take  into  Confideration  the  Governor's  Anfwer  to  the  joint  Addrefs 
of  the  Council  and  this  Houfe. 

And  then  the  Houfe  adjourned  till  Tomorrow  Morning,  ten  of  the  Clock. 


Z3l)ursdar,  tlje  I5tl)  of  3um,  15  (Beo.  XXX.  1775. 

MR  Treafurer  reported  from  the  Committee,  to  whom  the  Bill  to  continue  an 
Act,  intituled  An  AA  to  make  provifion  for  the  fupport  and  maintenance  of 
Ideots,  Lunatics,  and  other  Perfons  of  unfound  Minds,  was  committed,  that 
the  Committee  had  gone  through  the  Bill,  and  made  feveral  Amendments 
thereunto,  which  they  had  directed  him  to  report  to  the  Houfe ;  and  he  read  the  Report 
in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  the  Bill  with  the  Amendments,  in  at  the  Clerk's 
Table;  where  the  Amendments  were  once  read  throughout,  and  then,  a  fecond  time, 
one  by  one,  and,  upon  the  Queftion  feverally  put  thereupon,  were  agreed  to  by  the  :»» 
Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  the  Bill,  with  the  Amendments,  be  engroffed. 
A  Meffage  from  the  Council  by  Mr  Blair: 

Mr  Speaker, 

I  am  commanded  by  the  Council  to  acquaint  this  Houfe,  that  the  Council  do  defire  a 
prefent  free  conference  with  this  Houfe,  in  the  Conference  Chamber,  on  the  fubjed  of  your 
Meffage  relative  to  the  fecuring  the  public  Arms. 

And  then  the  Meffenger  withdrew. 

Refolved,  that  the  Houfe  doth  agree  to  the  free  Conference  defired  by  the  Council. 
Ordered,  that  Mr  Bland  do  go  to  the  Council,  and  acquaint  them  that  the  Houfe 
doth  agree  to  the  Conference  defired  by  them. 

A 
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A  Meffage  from  the  Council  by  Mr  Blair: 

Mr  Speaker, 

The  Council  have  appointed  three  of  their  Members  to  manage  the  Conference  defired 
with  this  Houfe,  who  are  now  in  the  Conference  Chamber. 

And  then  the  Meffenger  withdrew. 

Refolved,  that  Mr  Bland,  Mr  Treafnrer,  Mr  Cary,  Mr  Jones,  Mr  Nelfon,  and  Mr  Diggn, 
do  manage  the  Conference  defired  by  the  Council. 

And  they  went  to  the  Conference. 

And   being   returned; 

MT  Bland  reported  that  the  Managers  had  attended  the  Conference;  and  that  it 
was  managed,  on  the  part  of  the  Council,  by  Mr  Carter,  who  acquainted  them  that  the 
Council  are  of  opinion  the  public  Arms  are  not  fecure  and  think  it  would  be  proper  that  an 
inventory  of  them  be  taken,  and  that  an  Addrefs  be  prefented  to  the  Governor,  to 
defire  that  he  will  confent  to  the  removal  of  them  to  a  more  fecure  place. 

Refolved,  that  a  free  Conference  be  defired  with  the  Council,  upon  the  fubject  matter 
of   the   laft   Conference. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Bland  do  go  to  the  Council,  and  defire  the  faid  Conference. 

A  Meffage  from  the  Council  by  Mr  Blair: 

Mr  Speaker, 

The  Council  do  agree  to  the  free  Conference  defired  by  this  Houfe,  and  have  appointed 
three  of  their  Members  to  manage  the  fame,  who  are  now  in  the  Conference  Chamber. 

And  then  the  Meffenger  withdrew. 

Refolved,  that  the  Gentlemen  who  managed  the  laft  Conference  do  manage  this 
Conference. 

Ordered,  that  it  be  an  inftruction  to  them,  that  they  acquaint  the  Managers  for  the 
Council,  that  this  Houfe,  will  agree  to  join  with  the  Council,  in  an  Addrefs  to  be  pre- 
fented to  the  Governor,  to  defire  that  he  will  confent  to  the  removal  of  the  public 
Arms  to  a  more  fecure  place ;  and  moreover  that  they  propofe  to  the  managers  for  the 
Council,  that  fome  meafure  may  be  taken  to  fecure  the  Arms  in  the  mean  time. 

And  the  Managers  went  to  the  Conference. 

And  being  returned; 

Mr  Bland  reported,  that  the  Managers  had  attended  the  Conference;  and  had 
acquainted  the  Managers  for  the  Council  that  this  Houfe  would  agree  to  join  with  the 
Council  in  an  Adrefs  to  be  prefented  to  the  Governor,  and  had  propofed  to  them  that 
fome  meafure  may  be  taken  to  fecure  the  Arms  in  the  mean  time. 

A  Meffage  from  the  Council  by  Mr  Blair  : 

Mr  Speaker, 

The  Council  defire  a  prefent  free  Conference  with  this  Houfe  in  the  Conference  Chamber 
on  the  fubjed  Matter  of  the  laft  Conference. 

And  then  the  Meffenger  withdrew. 

Refolved,  that  this  Houfe  doth  agree  to  the  prefent  free  Conference  defired  by  the 
Council. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Bland  do  go  to  the  Council,  and  acquaint  them  that  the  Houfe 
doth  agree  to  the  Conference  defired  by  the  Council. 

A  Meffage  from  the  Council  by  Mr  Blair: 

M'  Speaker, 

The  Council  have  appointed  two  of  their  Members  to  manage  the  Conference  defired 
by  this  Houfe  who  are  nmv  ready  in  the  Conference  Chamber. 

And  then  the  Meffenger  withdrew. 

Refolved, 
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Refolved,  that  the  Gentlemen  who  managed  the  laft  Conference,  do  manage  this 
Conference. 

And  they  went  to  the  Conference. 

And  being  returned ; 

Mr  Bland  reported,  that  the  Managers  for  the  Council  acquainted  them,  that  the 
Council  do  agree  to  join  with  this  Houfe  in  an  Addrefs,  to  be  prefented  to  the  Governor, 
to  defire,  that  he  will  confent  to  the  removal  of  the  public  Arms  to  a  more  fecure  Place, 
and  have  appointed  three  of  their  Members  to  draw  up  the  faid  Addrefs,  in  conjunction 
with  fuch  of  this  Houfe  as  may  be  appointed ;  but  that  the  Council  do  not  approve  of 
any  meafure  to  be  taken,  before  fuch  Addrefs  be  prefented,  for  fecuring  the  faid  Arms. 

Ordered,  that  the  Gentlemen,  who  managed  the  Conference,  be  appointed  a  Com-  392 
mittee  to  join  with  a  Committee  of  the  Council  in  drawing  up  the  faid  Addrefs. 

Mr  Wood  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  according  to  order,  a  Bill  for  diffolving  the  Veftry 
of  Frederick  Parifh,  in  the  County  of  Frederick;  and  the  fame  was  received,  and  read 
the  firft  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  fecond  time. 

Ordered,  that  an  Addrefs  be  made  to  the  Governor,  to  order  a  new  Writ  to  iffue 
for  the  electing  of  a  Burgefs,  to  ferve  in  the  prefent  General  Affembly,  for  the  County 
of  Princefs  Anne,  in  the  room  of  Mr  William  Robinfon,  who,  fince  his  Election  for  the 
faid  County,  hath  accepted  the  office  of  his  Majefty's  deputy  Attorney  in  the  Court  of 
the  faid  County;  and  that  Mr  Wright  do  wait  upon  his  Excellency  with  the  faid  Addrefs. 

Ordered,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill,  to  amend  an  Act,  intituled  An  Ad1 
for  employing  and  better  maintaining  the  poor;  and  that  Mr  Bland,  Mr  Holt,  Mr  Newton, 
and  Mr  Hutchings  do  prepare,  and  bring  in  the  fame. 

A  Bill  to  dock  the  intail  of  two  hundred  Acres  of  Land  whereof  Thomas  Bradford 
is  feifed,  and  for  fettling  Slaves,  of  the  fame  value,  in  lieu  thereof,  was  read  a  fecond 
time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  committed  to  Mr  Ifaac  Smith,  Mr  Simpfon,  Mr  Bowdoin, 
Mr  Digges  and  Mr  N  elf  on. 

A  Bill  for  the  eafe  and  relief  of  the  People  by  paying  the  Burgeffes  Wages  in  Money, 
was  read  a  fecond  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  committed  to  Mr  Mercer  and  Mr  Henry  Lee. 

A  Bill  to  dock  the  intail  of  certain  lands  whereof  James  Scott,  the  younger,  is  feifed,  39s 
and  for  fettling  other  Lands  in  lieu  thereof,  was  read  a  fecond  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  committed  to  Mr  Henry  Lee,  Mr  Marfhall,  Mr  Peyton  and 
Mr  Field. 

A  Bill  to  repeal  the  Act  of  General  Affembly,  made  in  the  twelfth  Year  the  Reign 
of  his  prefent  Majefty,  intituled  An  Ad  to  amend  an  Ad,  intituled  An  Ad  for  better 
prefervation  of  the  breed  of  Deer,  and  preventing  unlawful  hunting,  fo  far  as  the  fame 
relates  to  certain  Counties,  was  read  a  fecond  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  committed. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe. 

Refolved,  that  this  Houfe  will,  Tomorrow  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  Houfe  upon  the  faid  Bill. 

A  Bill  for  eftablifhing  the  Town  of  Helenfburg  was  read  a  fecond  time. 

Ordered,  that  the  Bill  be  engroffed. 

The  order  of  the  Day  being  read,  for  the  Houfe  to  Refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  take  into  Confideration  the  Governor's  Anfwer  to  the  joint 
Addrefs  of  the  Council  and  this  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  the  report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  infpect  the  public  Magazine, 
and  inquire  into  the  Stores  belonging  to  the  fame,  which  on  Tuefday  laft  was  ordered 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  be  referred  to  the  faid  Committee. 

Ordered,  that  the  Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  Caufes 
of  the  late  difturbances  and  Commotions,  which  was  yefterday  ordered  to  lie  upon  the 
Table,  be  referred  to  the  faid  Committee. 

Ordered, 

1   Hening's  VI,  p.  475. 


[  24i   ] 

m  Ordered,  that  the  extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Earl  of  Dunmore  to  the  Earl  of  Dart- 

mouth, dated  William  f  burg,  24  December,  1774,  laid  before  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
which  extract  was  this  day  prefented  to  this  Houfe,  be  referred  to  the  faid  Committee. 

Then  the  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  the  faid  Committee, 

Mr  Speaker  left  the  Chair. 

Mr  Cary  took  the  Chair  of  the  Committee. 

Mr  Speaker  returned  the  Chair. 

Mr  Cary  reported  from  the  Committee,  that  they  had  gone  through  the  matter 
referred  to  them,  and  had  come  to  a  Refolution,  which  they  had  directed  him  to  report 
when  the  Houfe  will  pleafe  to  receive  the  fame. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Report  be  now  received. 

Mr  Cary  accordingly  reported  from  the  Committee  the  Refolution  which  the  Com- 
mittee had  directed  him  to  report  to  the  Houfe,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  after- 
wards delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's  Table;  where  the  fame  was  read,  and  is  as  followeth, 
viz. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  an  Addrefs  be  prefented 
to  his  Excellency,  the  Governor,  in  reply  to  his  Lordfhip's  written  Meffage  in  anfwer 
to  the  joint  Addrefs  of  the  Council  and  this  Houfe,  reprefenting  to  his  Excellency  the 
great  concern  the  Houfe  was  under  at  receiving  fuch  a  Meffage ;  giving  to  his  Excellency 
a  true  ftate  of  this  Country,  the  difpofitions  of  the  People  towards  his  Majefty  and  his 
Government,  ftating  from  the  evidence  now  produced  to  this  Committee  the  real 
Caufes  of  the  late  unhappy  difturbances,  and  the  effects  thofe  difturbances  have  pro- 
895  duced ;  reprefenting  the  conduct  of  the  Committee  appointed  by  the  Houfe  to  examine 
into  the  ftate  of  the  public  Magazine  in  its  proper  light ;  explaining  to  his  Excellency  the 
views  of  this  Houfe  in  offering  to  clofe  with  any  proper  Meafures  he  might  have  recom- 
mended for  the  Security  of  his  Perfon  and  Family;  giving  his  Excellency  a  faithful 
account  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Convention  lately  held  at  Richmond,  and  the  reafons 
for  the  Refolutions  then  entered  into ;  obferving  the  tendency  of  his  Lordfhip's  repre- 
fentations  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  Colony  in  his  public  Letters  to  the  Secretary  of 
State ;  the  defign  of  the  Committees,  the  origin  of  independent  and  voluntier  Companies, 
their  true  defign,  and  the  effects  they  have  produced:  reprefenting  how  inconvenient 
and  improper  it  would  be  for  the  Houfe  to  adjourn  to  York  Town;  referring  his  Ex- 
cellency to  the  former  Addrefs  of  the  Houfe  for  the  reafons  why  we  cannot  interpofe 
our  legiflative  Authority  in  refpect  to  the  Courts  of  Juftice,  and  why  we  cannot  approve 
the  propofition  made  to  us  by  Parliament,  again  to  affure  him  that  in  our  Opinion  there 
cannot  be  the  leaft  danger  in  his  returning  to  the  Palace  with  his  family,  and  that  we 
are  ftill  willing  and  defirous  of  doing  every  thing  in  our  Power  for  their  moft  perfect 
fecurity ;  to  inform  his  Excellency,  as  our  Opinion,  that  the  beft  means  of  mediating 
between  the  Supreme  Authority  and  this  Country  will  be  to  make  an  impartial  repre- 
fentation  of  what  has  happened  ever  fince  his  arrival  in  Virginia,  and  to  affure  him  in 
the  warmth  of  our  hearts  of  the  fincereft  difpofition  on  our  part  to  have  the  utmoft 
harmony  and  moft  perfect  tranquillity  reftored. 

The  faid  Refolution,  being  read  a  fecond  time,  was,  upon  the  Queftion  put  there- 
upon, agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 
m  Ordered,  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  draw  up  an  Addrefs,  to  be  prefented 

to  the  Governor  upon  the  faid  Refolution. 

And  a  Committee  was  appointed  of  Mr  Treafurer,  Mr  Bland,  Mr  Cary,  Mr  Digges, 
Mr  N  elf  on,  Mr  Jones  and  Mr  Munford. 

Several  other  Members  having  taken  the  Oaths  appointed  to  be  taken  by 
Act  of  Parliament,  and  repeated  and  fubfcribed  the  Teft,  took  their  places  in  the 
Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Wright  be  added  to  the  Committee  for  Religion,  and  the  Committee 
of  Trade. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Slaughter  be  added  to  the  Committee  of  public  Claims. 

The  other  order  of  the  day  being  read ; 

Refolved, 
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Refolved,  that  this  Houfe  will,  Tomorrow,  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  Houfe,  upon  the  Bill  to  amend  the  Act,  intituled  an  Ad1  for  better  fecuring  the 
payment  of  Levies,  and  restraint  of  Vagrants,  and  for  making  provision  for  the  poor. 

Refolved,  that  this  Houfe  will,  tomorrow,  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  Houfe,  upon  the  Bill  for  appointing  Commiffioners  to  fettle  the  Accounts  of  the 
Militia  lately  drawn  out  into  actual  Service ;  and  for  making  provifion  to  pay  the  fame. 

A  Petition  of  feveral  Perfons  of  the  County  of  Accomack,  whofe  names  are  thereunto 
fubfcribed  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read;  fetting  forth,  that  the  Petitioners 
and  their  forefathers,  who  inhabited  the  lands  lying  back  from  navigable  water,  near 
Watchaprague  Creek,  had,  until  very  lately,  been  allowed  the  privilege  of  a  way  over  a 
corner  of  Land,  now  belonging  to  Caleb  Upfhnr,  to  a  landing  on  the  faid  Creek,  for  taking 
and  bringing  away  Fifh  and  Oyfters,  which  way,  being  but  fhort  along  a  bank,  and  397 
nearly  on  the  boundary  line  of  the  faid  Land,  did  not  interfere  with  the  owner's  in- 
clofures,  and  was  not  otherwife  confiderably  detrimental  to  him;  but  that  the  faid 
Caleb  Upfhur  hath  now  forbidden  the  Petitioners  from  frequenting  that  landing,  at  their 
peril,  whereby  they  are  in  great  meafure  deprived  of  a  comfortable  fupply  of  Food; 
and  therefore  praying  the  Confideration  of  the  Houfe,  and  fuch  relief  as  fhall  feem  juft. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
of  Propofitions  and  Grievances;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and 
report  the  fame,  with  their  Opinion  thereupon  to  the  Houfe. 

A  Petition  of  feveral  Perfons  living  near  New  River,  whofe  names  are  thereunto 
fubfcribed,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read ;  praying  that  a  public  Ferry  may  be 
eftablifhed  over  the  faid  River,  on  the  lands  of  William  Herbert. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
of  Propofitions  and  Grievances;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof  and 
report  the  fame,  with  their  Opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe. 

A  Bill  to  continue  an  Act  intituled  An  Ad'  to  prevent  the  exorbitant  exadions  of  the 
Colledors  of  the  County  and  Parifh  levies,  was  read  a  fecond  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  committed  to  Mr  Henry  Lee  and  Mr  Mafon. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Treafurer  do  immediately  employ  fome  proper  Perfon  to  repair 
the  public  Magazine. 

A  Bill  to  empower  the  Veftry  of  the  Parifh  of  Saint  John,  in  the  County  of  King 
William  to  fell  the  Glebe  of  the  faid  Parifh,  and  for  other  purpofes  therein  mentioned, 
was  read  a  fecond  time. 

Ordered,  that  the  Bill  be  ingroffed. 

A  Petition  of  Dudley  Martin  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read ;  fetting  forth, 
that  the  Petitioner,  ferving  as  a  private  Soldier  in  the  late  expedition  againft  the  Shawa- 
nefe  Towns,  received  a  wound  in  an  engagement  with  the  Enemy  on  the  fecond  of 
Auguft  laft,  in  his  right  Shoulder,  which  hath  difabled  him  fo  that  he  cannot  labour; 
and  therefore  praying  relief. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
of  Public  Claims;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  fame, 
with  their  Opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe. 

An  engroffed  Bill,  for  vefting  certain  Lots  and  Street  in  the  Town  of  Pateffield, 
in  Truftees,  and  for  other  purpofes  therein  mentioned,  was  read  the  third  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  do  pafs ;  and  that  the  Title  be,  An  Ad  for  vefting  certain  Lots 
and  Streets  in  the  Town  of  Pateffield,  in  Truftees,  and  for  other  Purpofes  therein  mentioned. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Wills  do  carry  the  Bill  to  the  Council,  and  defire  their  Concurrence. 

A  Memorial  of  the  directors  and  managers  for  erecting  a  light-houfe  on  Cape  Henry 
was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read;  fetting  forth,  that  in  Compliance  with  two  Acts 
of  the  General  Affembly  of  this  Colony,  and  An  Act  of  the  General  Affembly  of  the 
Province  of  Maryland,  the  Memorialift  took  the  earlieft  opportunity  of  executing  the 
Truft  repofed  in  them,  by  purchafing,  and  procuring  to  be  tranfported  to  the  faid  Cape, 
Stone  and  other  Materials  neceffary  for  the  building  a  light-houfe,  as  well  as  a  dwelling 
Houfe  for  the  keeper  thereof,  and  making  and  fixing  Buoys  on  the  Shoals  in  the  Bay  of 

Che  f a  peak; 

>  Hening's,  VI,  p.  29.  >  Ibid.,  VIII,  p.  381. 
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Chesapeak;  that  of  the  fix  thoufand  Pounds,  granted  by  the  Adls  of  this  Colony,  and 
three  thoufand  fix  hundred  Pounds,  of  lawful  Money  of  Maryland,  granted  by  the  Act 
of  that  Province,  equal  to  three  thoufand  two  hundred  and  feventy  two  pounds  fourteen 
fhillings  and  feven  pence,  lawful  Money  of  Virginia,  the  Memorialifts  have  expended 
and  contracted  for  the  paiment  of  £7908-4-10^0  that  there  will  only  remain  in  their 
hands  about  the  fum  of  £1364.  10.  befides  which,  according  to  the  beft  information 
they  can  obtain,  it  would  require  a  further  fum  of  £5000  or  near  it,  to  compleat  the 
Works;  and  therefore  fubmitting  it  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Houfe  to  make  fuch 
further  Provifion  and  eftablifhments,  as  they  may  think  proper  to  carry  the  laudable 
intention  of  the  two  Affemblys  into  execution. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Memorial  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
of  Trade ;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  fame  with  their 
Opinion  thereupon  to  the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  a  Meffage  be  fent  to  the  Council,  informing  them,  that  it  appears  to 
this  Houfe,  by  the  Report  of  their  Committee,  that  the  locks  of  upward  of  three  hundred 
Guns,  lately  in  compleat  order  in  the  public  Magazine,  have  been  taken  off,  that  one 
hundred  and  eight  of  thefe  Guns  are  ftill  in  the  Magazine,  but  are  ufelefs  without  locks ; 
that  this  Houfe  requefts  the  Council  to  join  them  in  an  Addrefs  to  his  Excellency,  the 
Governor,  defiring  his  lordfhip  will  be  pleafed  to  communicate  to  the  Council  and 
this  Houfe,  whether  the  Locks  were  taken  off  by  his  Excellency's  command,  and,  if 
they  were,  that  his  Lordfhip  will  be  pleafed  to  direct  them  to  be  returned  to  the  Maga- 
zine, which  will  be  in  a  fit  condition  tomorrow  to  receive  them. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Mercer  do  carry  the  faid  Meffage  to  the  Council. 

And  then  the  Houfe  adjourned  till  Tomorrow  Morning,  ten  of  the  Clock. 


Trida?.  tye  I6tb  of  lime.  15  6to.  III.  1775. 

ORDERED,  that  Mr  Terry  have  leave  to  be  abfent  from  the  fervice  of  this  Houfe 
for  the  remainder  of  this  Seffion. 
Mr  Mercer  reported  from  the  Committee,  to  whom  the  Bill,  for  the  eafe 
and  relief  of  the  People,  by  paying  the  Burgeffes  Wages  in  Money,  was  com- 
mitted ;  that  the  Committee  had  gone  through  the  Bill,  and  made  feveral  Amendments 
thereunto,  which  they  had  directed  him  to  report  to  the  Houfe ;  and  he  read  the  report 
in  his  Place ;  and  afterwards  delivered  the  Bill,  with  the  Amendments,  in  at  the  Clerk's 
Table ;  where  the  Amendments  were  read  throughout,  and  then  a  fecond  time,  one  by 
one,  and,  upon  the  Queftion  feverally  put  thereupon,  were,  with  an  Amendment  to  one 
of  them,  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  the  Bill,  with  the  Amendment  be  engroffed. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read,  for  the  Houfe  to  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  Houfe,  upon  the  Bill  for  appointing  Commiffioners  to  fettle  the  Accounts 
of  the  Militia  lately  drawn  out  into  actual  Service,  and  for  making  provifion  to  pay  the 
fame ; 
4oi  Ordered,  that  the  Governor's  written  Meffage  to  this  Houfe,  and  the  Papers  therein 

referred  to,  which,  upon  Monday,  the  fifth  day  of  this  inftant  June,  were  ordered  to 
lie  upon  the  Table,  be  referred  to  the  faid  Committee. 

Then  the  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  the  faid  Committee. 
Mr  Speaker  left  the  Chair. 
Mr  Bland  took  the  Chair  of  the  Committee. 
Mr  Speaker  refumed  the  Chair. 

Mr  Bland  reported  from  the  Committee  that  they  had  made  a  progrefs  in  the  Bill, 
and  that  he  was  directed  by  the  Committee  to  move,  that  they  may  have  leave  to 
fit  again. 

Refolved, 
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Refolved,  that  this  Houfe  will  Tomorrow  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
Houfe,  to  confider  further  of  the  faid  Bill. 

A  Petition  of  feveral  Perfons  inhabitants  of  that  part  of  the  Parifh  of  Beckford, 
which  was  lately  taken  from  the  Parifh  of  Frederick,  whofe  names  are  thereunto  fub- 
fcribed,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read ;  fetting  forth,  that  by  means  of  the  al- 
teration in  the  boundary  of  the  faid  Parifh,  the  Petitioners  are  fubject  to  taxation  by  a 
Veftry,  in  the  election  of  whom  they  had  no  voice ;  and  therefore  praying  that  the  faid 
Veftry  may  be  diffolved. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
for  Religion ;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  fame  with 
their  Opinion  thereupon  to  the  Houfe. 

The  other  orders  of  the  Day  being  read ; 

Refolved,  that  this  Houfe  will,  Tomorrow  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  Houfe,  upon  the  Bill,  to  repeal  the  Act  of  General  Affembly,  made  in  the  twelfth 
Year  of  the  Reign  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  intituled  An  Ad1  to  amend  an  Ad,  intituled 
An  Ad  for  better  preservation  of  the  breed  of  Deer,  and  preventing  unlawful  hunting,  fo  «a 
far  as  the  fame  relates  to  certain  Counties. 

Refolved,  that  this  Houfe  will,  Tomorrow,  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  Houfe,  upon  the  Bill  to  amend  the  Act,  intituled  An  Ad2  for  the  better  fecuring 
the  payment  of  levies,  and  reftraint  of  Vagrants,  and  for  making  Provifion  for  the  Poor. 

Mr  Henry  Lee  reported  from  the  Committee,  to  whom  the  Bill,  to  continue  an  Act, 
intituled  An  Ad*  to  prevent  the  exorbitant  exadions  of  the  Colledors  of  the  County  and 
Parifh  levies,  was  committed,  that  the  Committee  had  gone  through  the  Bill,  and 
made  an  Amendment  thereunto,  which  they  had  directed  him  to  report  to  the  Houfe ; 
and  he  read  the  report  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  the  Bill,  with  the  Amend- 
ment in  at  the  Clerk's  Table ;  where  the  Report  was  read. 

Refolved,  that  the  faid  Bill  be  recommitted. 

Refolved,  that  the  faid  bill  be  recommitted  to  the  fame  Committee. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Mercer,  Mr  Bland,  Mr  Carrington,  Mr  Cabell,  and  Mr  Terry  be  added 
to  the  faid  Committee. 

A  Petition  of  the  Attornies  at  Law,  practicing  in  the  Courts  of  the  Counties  of 
Augufta,  Dunmore,  Frederick,  Hampfhire,  and  Berkeley,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe, 
and  read ;  fetting  forth,  that  the  times  for  holding  Courts  in  the  faid  Counties  are  in- 
convenient; and  therefore  praying  that  the  Court  Days  may  be  altered,  of  Frederick, 
to  the  firft  Monday,  Dunmore  to  the  fecond,  Augufta  and  Berkeley,  to  the  third,  and 
Hampfhire,  to  the  laft  Monday,  in  every  Month. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
for  Courts  of  Juftice ;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  fame, 
with  their  Opinion  thereupon  to  the  Houfe.  m 

A  Meffage  from  the  Council  by  Mr  Blair: 

Mr  Speaker, 

The  Council  have  agreed  to  the  Bill,  intituled  An  Act*  to  revive  the  Act,  intituled 
An  Act  for  giving  a  Salary  to  the  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Burgeffes,  without  any  Amend- 
ment; and  alfo, 

The  Council  have  agreed  to  the  Bill,  intituled  An  Acts  for  further  continuing  and 
amending  an  Act  intituled  An  Act  for  appointing  a  Treafurer,  without  any  Amend- 
ment;   and  alfo, 

The  Council  have  agreed  to  the  Bill,  intituled  An  Act6  for  altering  and  eftablifhing  the 
boundaries  of  the  Counties  of  Stafford  and  King  George,  without  any  Amendment;  and  alfo, 

The  Council  have  agreed  to  the  Bill,  intituled  An  Act?  to  dock  the  intail  of  certain 
Lands,  whereof  William  Day  is  feifed  in  fee-tail  and  for  fettling  other  Lands  and  Slaves, 
to  be  purchafed,  in  lieu  thereof,  without  any  Amendment. 

And  then  the  Meffenger  withdrew. 
M' 

i   Hening's.  VIII,  p.  591.  '  Ibid.,  VI,  p.  29.  3  Ibid.,  VIII,  p.  381.  4  Ibid.,  VIII,  p.  587. 

5  Ibid.,  VIII,  p.  588.  6  Ibid.,  IX,  244.  ?  Not  recorded  as  a  law. 
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Mr  Henry  Lee  reported  from  the  Committee,  to  whom  the  Bill  to  dock  the  intail 
of  certain  Lands  whereof  James  Scott,  the  younger,  is  feifed,  and  for  fettling  other 
lands  in  lieu  thereof,  was  committed,  that  the  Committee  had  examined  the  Allegations 
of  the  Bill,  and  found  the  fame  to  be  true;  and  that  the  Committee  had  made  an 
Amendment  thereunto,  which  they  had  directed  him  to  report  to  the  Houfe;  and  he 
read  the  Report  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  the  Bill,  with  the  Amendment, 
in  at  the  Clerk's  Table;  where  the  Amendment  was  twice  read,  and,  upon  the  Oueftion 
put  thereupon,  was  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  the  Bill,  with  the  Amendment,  be  engroffed. 
4w  A  Petition  of  the  Freeholders  and  others,  inhabitants  of    the  Parifh  of  Northfarn- 

ham,  in  the  County  of  Richmond,  whofe  names  are  thereunto  fubfcribed,  was  prefented 
to  the  Houfe,  and  read ;  fetting  forth,  that  the  Veftry  of  the  faid  Parifh,  who  were  not 
chofen  by  the  freeholders  and  houfekeepers  thereof,  are  nearly  connected  by  confan- 
guinity  or  affinity,  and  have  grievioufly  oppreffed  the  Petitioners,  by  affeffing  upon 
them  feveral  illegal  expences ;  that  one  of  them  having  taken  a  leafe  from  the  incum- 
bent, of  part  of  the  Glebe  land,  committed  wafte  thereon,  by  cutting  and  carrying 
away  the  Timber;  and  that  feveral  of  them  have  not  fubfcribed  in  Veftry  to  be  con- 
formable to  the  Doctrine  and  difcipline  of  the  Church  of  England,  according  to  Law; 
and  therefore  praying,  that  the  faid  Veftry  may  be  diffolved. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
for  Religion ;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  fame,  with 
their  Opinion  thereupon  to  the  Houfe. 

Mr  Cary  reported  to  the  Houfe,  that  their  Addrefs  of  Monday  laft,  had  been  pre- 
fented to  the  Governor ;  and  that  his  Excellency  gave  him  a  written  anfwer  thereunto ; 
and  he  delivered  the  faid  Anfwer  in  at  the  Clerk's  Table;  where  the  fame  was  read, 
and  is  as  followeth,  viz. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Burgeffes, 

It  is  with  real  concern  I  can  difcover  nothing  in  your  addrefs  that  I  think  manifefts 
the  fmalleft  inclination  to,  or  will  be  productive  of,  a  reconciliation  with  the  Mother  Country. 

Refolved,  that  an  Addrefs   be  prefented  to  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  informing 
him  the  public  Magazine  is  now  in  fit  condition  for  the  reception  of  Arms  and  Ammuni- 
«*  tion ;   requefting  his  Lordfhip  will  be  pleafed  to  order  the  Powder  lately  removed  from 
thence  by  his  Excellency's   command  to  be  returned  agreeable  to  his  promise. 

To  reprefent  that  it  appears  to  this  Houfe,  by  a  report  of  a  Committee  appointed 
to  infpect  the  Magazine,  that  there  are  no  Arms  there  fit  for  fervice;  that,  in  thefe 
critical  times,  an  Indian  War  is  not  improbable,  and  an  infurrection  of  Slaves  may 
pof fibly  be  encouraged  folely  by  the  want  of  the  public  Stores  of  Arms  and  Ammuni- 
tion, which  is  now  become  a  fact  of  public  notoriety ;  that  the  legiflature  of  this  Colony 
have  long  fince  eftablifhed  a  very  ample  fund  for  this  neceffary  purpofe,  by  granting 
his  Majefty  one  fhilling  and  three  pence  fterling  upon  the  Tonnage  of  Veffels,  which 
appears  for  feveral  Years  to  exceed  three  thoufand  pounds  fterling  per  annum;  that 
the  Houfe  of  Burgeffes  heretofore,  trufting  that  Government  would  provide  means 
fo  effential  for  the  prefervation  of  this  Colony,  have  not  interfered  in  this  Bufinefs; 
but  this  Houfe,  finding  that,  tho'  this  want  was  known  to  Government  more  than 
twelve  Months  paft,  no  means  have  been  adopted  to  provide  againft  it,  conceive  it 
their  duty  to  remind  Government  of  this  great  Grievance,  and  to  requeft,  that  two 
thoufand  ftand  of  Arms,  five  tuns  of  Powder,  and  twenty  tuns  of  lead,  at  the  leaft, 
and  a  fufficient  quantity  of  other  Articles,  be  immediately  provided  and  lodged  in  the 
public  Magazine  for  the  defence  of  this  Colony  in  cafe  of  any  invafion  or  infurrection ; 
affuring  his  Excellency  that  if  the  funds  aforementioned  fhall  prove  infufficient  this 
Houfe  will  cheerfully  make  further  Provifion  for  thefe  purpofes. 

Ordered,  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  draw  up  an  Addrefs,  to  be  prefented 
to  the  Governor,  upon  the  faid  Refolution. 

And 
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And  a  Committee  was  appointed  of  Mr  Mercer,  Mr  Cary,  and  Mr  Braxton. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Cabell  have  leave  to  be  abfent  from  the  fervice  of  this  Houfe  for  m 
a  fortnight. 

Jofeph  Hutchings,  Thomas  Newton,  junior,  James  Webb,  John  Wilfon,  Abram 
Wormington,  Peter  Singleton,  and  James  Holt,  Gentlemen,  feven  of  the  Perfons  named 
in  the  Act  of  General  Affembly,  made  in  the  twelfth  Year  of  the  Reign  of  his  prefent 
Majefty,  intituled  An  Ad1  for  opening  the  falls  of  James  River,  by  Subscription,  and  for  other 
purpofes,  reported ;  that  they  had  caufed  the  Surveyor  of  the  County  of  Norfolk  to  Survey 
and  Meafure  the  diftance  from  the  head  of  the  Southern  branch  of  Elizabeth  River,  to 
the  head  of  the  South  fork  of  the  North  River,  by  a  plan  of  which  Survey  the  diftance 
appeared  to  be  fix  Miles  and  a  quarter,  and  that  they  had  alfo  caufed  the  Surveyor 
of  the  County  of  Prince fs  Anne  to  Survey  and  Meafure  the  diftance  between  the  Head 
of  the  Eaftern  branch  of  Elizabeth  River,  and  the  Head  of  the  North  fork  of  the  North 
River,  by  a  plan  of  which  furvey  the  diftance  appears  to  be  feven  Miles  and  one  hun- 
dred and  forty  Perches;  and  that  they  had  reafon  to  believe,  from  the  information  of 
Ifaac  Hildrith  and  James  Tail,  perfons  fkilful  in  fuch  Works,  that  it  was  practicable 
to  cut  a  Canal  from  the  head  of  one  of  the  faid  branches  of  Elizabeth  River,  to  the  head 
of  the  North  River.  And  Mr  Holt  read  the  faid  Report  in  his  Place,  and  afterwards 
delivered  it  with  feveral  plans  thereunto  annexed,  the  Reports  and  eftimates  of  the 
faid  Ifaac  Hildrith  and  James  Tail,  and  an  Account  of  the  Expences  hitherto  incurred, 
in  at  the  Clerk's  Table ;  where  the  faid  Report  was  read. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Report  and  the  Papers  therein  referred  to  be  referred  to  the 
confideration  of  the  Committee  of  Trade ;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof, 
and  report  their  opinion  of  the  practicability  and  expence  of  cutting  a  Canal  at  either 
of  the  Places  in  the  faid  Report  mentioned,  and  what  allowances  ought  to  be  made  to 
the  Surveyors ;  and  the  faid  Ifaac  Hildrith  and  James  Tait,  for  their  Services,  and  how 
the  fame,  with  the  other  expences  already  incurred,  ought  to  be  defrayed,  to  the  Houfe. 

Mr  Treafurer  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  according  to  Order,  a  Bill  for  appointing 
Commifuoners,  to  ratify  and  confirm  the  late  treaty  of  Peace  with  the  Ohio  Indians ; 
and  the  fame  was  received,  and  read  the  firft  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  fecond  time. 

Ordered,  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  fecond  time. 

The  Bill  was  accordingly  read  a  fecond  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  committed  to  Mr  Treafurer,  Mr  Bland,  Mr  Cary,  Mr  Digges, 
Mr  Nelfon,  Mr  Jones,  and  Mr  John  Walker. 

A  Petition  of  John  Dames  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read;  fetting  forth, 
that  the  Petitioner,  to  whom  the  care  of  the  Fort  at  old  Point  Comfort  was  entrufted, 
had,  ever  fince  the  Month  of  February  1774,  conftantly  kept  up  a  good  light  at  that 
place  every  Night,  which  had  been  of  great  Utility  and  Angular  advantage  to  Veffels 
coming  in  from  Sea,  and  paffing  up  and  down  Chefapeak  Bay,  as  would  appear  by  a 
great  number  of  confiderable  Traders  and  other  refpectable  Perfons,  who  had  fub- 
fcribed  their  names  to  his  Petition,  to  teftify  to  the  truth  of  the  allegations  thereof; 
and  therefore  praying  the  Houfe  to  take  the  matter  into  Confideration,  and  allow 
him,  out  of  the  fund  appropriated  for  the  building  a  light-houfe  at  Cape-Henry,  fuch 
annual  Stipend  as  fhall  be  adjudged  adequate  to  his  Services. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee  m 
of  Trade;    and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  fame  with 
their  Opinion  thereupon  to  the  Houfe. 

And  then  the  Houfe  adjourned  till  Tomorrow  Morning,  ten  of  the  Clock. 

Saturday 

i  Heniag's,  VIII,  p.  564. 
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Satur6a?,  tl>e  I7t!)  of  3unc.  15  Geo.  ltt  1775. 

ORDERED,  that  this  Houfe  be  called  over  upon  Monday  next. 
Mr  Nelfon  reported  from  the  Committee  of  Trade,  to  whom  the  Memorial 
of  the  directors  and  managers  for  erecting  a  lighthoufe  at  Cape-Henry,  was 
referred,  that  the  Committee  had  examined  the  matter  of  the  faid  Memorial, 
and  had  come  to  a  Refolution  thereupon,  which  they  had  directed  him  to  report  to  the 
Houfe;  and  he  read  the  Report  in  his  Place,  and  afterwards  delivered  it  in  at  the 
Clerk's  Table;  where  the  Refolution  of  the  Committee  was  read,  and  is  as  followeth, 
viz. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  matters  fet  forth  in  the 
faid  Memorial  are  true,  and  reafonable;  and  that  it  will  require  the  further  fum  of 
five  thoufand  Pounds  to  compleat  the  building  of  the  faid  lighthoufe. 

The  faid  Refolution  being  read  a  fecond  time,  was,  upon  the  Queftion  put  thereupon , 
agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  it  be  an  inftruction  to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  whom 
the  Bill  for  appointing  Commiffioners  to  fettle  the  Accounts  of  the  Militia  lately  drawn 
out  into  actual  fervice,  and  for  making  provifion  to  pay  the  fame,  was  committed, 
that  they  make  provifion  in  the  faid  Bill  for  payment  of  the  fum  of  five  thoufand  Pounds 
to  compleat  the  building  of  the  light-houfe  at  Cape-Henry. 

The  order  of  the  Day  being  read,  for  the  Houfe  to  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  confider  further  of  the  Bill,  for  appointing  Commiffioners  to 
fettle  the  Accounts  of  the  Militia  lately  drawn  out  into  actual  Service,  and  for  making 
provifion  to  pay  the  fame: 

The  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  the  faid  Committee. 

Mr  Speaker  left  the  Chair. 

Mr  Bland  took  the  Chair  of  the  Committee. 

Mr  Speaker  refumed  the  Chair. 

Mr  Bland  reported  from  the  Committee,  that  they  had  gone  through  the  Bill,  and 
made  feveral  Amendments  thereunto,  which  they  had  directed  him  to  report,  when 
the  Houfe  will  pleafe  receive  the  fame. 

Ordered,  that  the  Report  be  now  received. 

Mr  Bland  accordingly  reported  from  the  faid  Committee  the  Amendments  which 
the  Committee  had  made  to  the  Bill,  and  which  they  had  directed  him  to  report  to 
the  Houfe;  and  he  read  the  Report  in  his  Place,  and  afterwards  delivered  the  Bill, 
with  the  Amendments,  in  at  the  Clerk's  Table;  where  the  Amendments  were  once 
read  throughout,  and  then  a  fecond  time,  one  by  one,  and,  upon  the  Queftion  feverally 
put  thereupon,  one  of  them  was  difagreed  to,  and  the  reft  were,  with  Amendments 
to  feveral  of  them,  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe:  and  feveral  Amendments  were  made  by 
the  Houfe  to  the  Bill. 

Ordered,  that  the  Bill,  with  the  Amendments,  be  engroffed. 

Another  Member,  having  taken  the  Oaths  appointed  to  be  taken  by  Act  of  Par- 
liament, and  repeated  and  fubfcribed  the  Teft,  took  his  place  in  the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Jofeph  Cabell  be  added  to  the  Committee  of  Propofitions  and 
Grievances,  and  to  the  Committee  of  public  Claims. 

An  ingroffed  Bill  to  veft  certain  intailed  Lands,  in  the  County  of  King  William, 
in  John  Weft,  Gentleman,  in  fee  Simple,  and  for  other  purpofes  therein  mentioned, 
was  read  the  third  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  do  pafs ;  and  that  the  Title  be,  An  Ad1  to  veft  certain  intailed 
Lands,  in  the  County  of  King  William,  in  John  Weft,  Gentleman,  in  fee  fimple,  and  for 
other  purpofes  therein  mentioned: 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Aylett  do  carry  the  Bill  to  the  Council,  and  defire  their  Concur- 
rence. 

Mr 
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Mr  Mercer  reported  from  the  Committee,  appointed  on  Wednefday,  the  feventh 
of  this  Inftant  June,  to  draw  up  an  Addrefs,  to  be  prefented  to  the  Governor,  that  the 
Committee  had  drawn  up  an  Addrefs  accordingly,  which  they  had  directed  him  to 
report  to  the  Houfe;  and  he  read  the  fame  in  his  Place,  and  afterwards  delivered  it 
in  at  the  Clerk's  Table ;  where  the  fame  was  read,  and  is  as  followeth,  viz. 

My  Lord, 

We  his  Majefty's  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  Subjeds,  the  Burgeffes  of  Virginia,  return 
your  Lordfhip  our  fincere  thanks  for  your  kind  tender  of  Services  expreffed  in  your  Mef- 
fage  to  this  Houfe  of  the  fixth  Inftant,  as  alfo  for  your  Lordfhip 's  affurance  that  you  will 
do  every  Thing  in  your  Power  to  reftore  the  public  Tranquility  upon  a  fure  and  firm  Foun- 
dation. This  Houfe,  my  Lord,  have  the  higheft  Senfe  of  the  Services  you  rendered  to  this 
Country  on  the  late  Indian  Expedition,  and,  while  they  reflect  upon  this  part  of  your  Lord- 
fhip's  Conduct,  fincerely  lament  that  any  Event  fhould  difturb  the  Happinefs  which  your  411 
Lordfhip  is  pleafed  to  fay  you  have  enjoyed  among  us.  Wifhing,  moft  ardently,  for  a 
Reftoration  of  that  Harmony  which  fubfifted  between  your  Lordfhip  and  the  People,  we 
have  directed  an  Inquiry  into  the  Caufes  of  the  late  Difturbances  and  Commotions,  which 
have  arifen  in  fome  parts  of  this  Colony;  and  we  affure  your  Lordfhip,  that  we  will  pro- 
ceed to  inveftigate  this  Matter  with  due  Attention,  and  apply,  on  our  parts.  Remedies  the 
beft  our  Abilities  can  fuggeft. 

The  faid  Addrefs  being  read  a  fecond  time, 

Refolved,  that  the  Houfe  doth  agree  with  the  Committee  in  the  faid  Addrefs,  to 
be  prefented  to  the  Governor. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Excellency,  by  Mr  Cary,  Mr 
Braxton,  Mr  Wood,  Mr  Jones  and  Mr  Zane. 

An  ingroffed  Bill  to  dock  the  intail  of  certain  Lands,  whereof  James  Scott,  the 
younger,  is  feifed,  and  for  fettling  other  Lands  in  lieu  thereof,  was  read  the  third  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill1  do  pafs;  and  that  the  Title  be,  An  Ad  to  dock  the  intail  of 
certain  Lands  whereof,  James  Scott,  the  younger,  is  feifed,  and  for  fettling  other  Lands 
in   lieu   thereof. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Henry  Lee  do  carry  the  Bill  to  the  Council  and  defire  their  Con- 
currence. 

The  order  of  the  Day  being  read,  for  the  Houfe  to  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  Houfe,  upon  the  Bill  to  repeal  the  Act  of  General  Affembly,  made  in  the 
twelfth  Year  of  the  Reign  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  intituled  An  Ad  to  amend  an  Ad,  in- 
tituled an  Act  for  better  prefervation  of  the  breed  of  Deer,  and  preventing  unlawful 
hunting,  fo  far  as  the  fame  relates  to  certain  Counties ; 

The  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  the  faid  Committee. 

Mr  Speaker  left  the  Chair.  412 

Mr  Bland  took  the  Chair  of  the  Committee. 

Mr  Speaker  refumed  the  Chair. 

Mr  Bland  reported  from  the  Committee,  that  they  had  gone  through  the  Bill,  and 
made  feveral  Amendments  thereunto,  which  they  had  directed  him  to  report,  when  the 
Houfe  will  be  pleafed  to  receive  the  fame. 

Ordered,  that  the  Report  be  now  received. 

Mr  Bland  accordingly  reported  from  the  faid  Committee,  the  Amendments  which  the 
Committee  had  made  to  the  Bill,  and  which  they  had  directed  him  to  report  to  the  Houfe ; 
and  he  read  the  Report  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  the  Bill,  with  the  Amend-* 
ments  in  at  the  Clerk's  Table ;  where  the  Amendments  were  once  read  throughout,  and 
then,  a  fecond  time,  one  by  one,  and,  upon  the  Queftion  feverally  put  thereupon,  were 
agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  the  Bill,  with  the  Amendments  be  engroffed. 

An  ingroffed  bill  to  impower  the  Veftry  of  the  Parifh  of  Saint  John,  in  the  County 

of  King  William,  to  fell  the  Glebe  of  the  faid  Parifh,  and  for  other  purpofes  therein 

mentioned,  was  read  the  third  time. 

Refolved, 
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Refolved,  that  the  Bill  do  pafs;  and  that  the  Title  be,  An  Ad'  toimpower  the  Veftry 
of  the  Parifh  of  Saint  John,  in  the  County  of  King  William,  to  fell  the  Glebe  of  the  faid 
Parifh,  and  for  other  purpofes  therein  mentioned. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Braxton  do  carry  the  Bill  to  the  Council,  and  defire  their  Con- 
currence. 

The  other  Order  of  the  Day  being  read ; 

Refolved,  that  this  Houfe  will,  upon  Friday,  the  thirteenth  day  of  October  next, 
4is  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  upon  the  Bill  to  amend  the  Act, 
intituled  An  Ad2  for  better  fecuring  the  payment  of  levies,  and  reftraint  of  Vagrants,  and 
for  making  Provision  for  the  Poor. 

A  Meffage  from  the  Council  by  Mr  Blair: 

Mr  Speaker, 

The  Council  do  agree  to  join  with  this  Houfe  in  an  Addrefs  to  his  Excellency  the  Gover- 
nor as  this  Houfe  have  defired,  concerning  the  Locks  taken  off  fome  of  the  Guns  in  the  Maga- 
zine; and  they  have  appointed  two  of  their  Members  to  join  the  Members,  which  may  be 
appointed  by  this  Houfe,  to  prepare  the  fame. 

And  then  the  Meffenger  withdrew. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Mercer,  Mr  Cary,  Mr  Munford,  and  Mr  Jones  do  join  the  Members, 
appointed  by  the  Council,  do  prepare  the  faid  Addrefs. 

A  Petition  of  James  Gait  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read ;  fetting  forth,  that, 
on  the  firft  eftablifhment  of  the  public  Hofpital,  the  Court  of  Directors  appointed  the 
Petitioner  keeper,  and  his  Wife  Matron  thereof,  but  did  not  agree  to  allow  them  any 
ftated  Salary,  propofing  to  refer  that  matter  to  the  Confideration  of  this  Houfe,  in 
which  the  Petitioner  chearfully  acquiefced ;  and  fubmitting  it  to  the  Houfe  to  make  him 
fuch  allowance,  for  his  paft  and  future  Services,  as  they  fhall  think  reafonable. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
of  public  Claims ;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  fame, 
with  their  Opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe. 

An  engrossed  Bill  for  raifing  a  Capital  fum  of  forty  thoufand  Pounds  Sterling,  by 
Subfcription,  and  eftablifhing  a  Company  for  the  opening  and  extending  the  Navigation 
tt4  of  the  River  Potowmack,  was  read  the  third  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  do  pafs ;  and  that  the  title  be  An  Ad3  for  raifing  a  Capital 
fum  of  forty  thoufand  Pounds  Sterling,  by  fubfcription,  and  eftablifhing  a  Company  for 
the  opening  and  extending  the  navigation  of  the  River  Potowmack. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Mercer  do  carry  the  Bill  to  the  Council,  and  defire  their  Concur- 
rence. 

A  Meffage  from  the  Council  by  Mr  Blair: 

Mr  Speaker, 

The  Council  have  agreed  to  the  Bill,  intituled  An  Act  for  vefting  certain  lots  and 
Streets  in  the  Town  of  Pateffield  in  Truftees,  and  for  other  purpofes  therein  mentioned, 
without  any  Amendment;  and  alfo, 

The  Council  have  agreed  to  the  Refolve  for  paying  a  Salary  to  the  Organift;  and  alfo, 

The  Council  have  agreed  to  the  Refolve  for  paying  a  Salary  to  the  public  Gaoler;  and 
alfo, 

The  Council  have  agreed  to  the  Refolve  for  paying  a  fum  of  Money,  and  an  Annuity  to 
William  Lynn;  and  alfo, 

The  Council  have  agreed  to  the  Refolve  for  paying  a  fum  of  Money  to  Colonel  William 
Fleming. 

And  then  the  Meffenger  withdrew. 

Mr  Mercer  reported  from  the  Committee  appointed  Yefterday,  to  draw  up  an 
Addrefs,  upon  the  Refolution  of  this  Houfe,  to  be  prefented  to  the  Governor,  that  the 

Committee 
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Committee  had  drawn  up  an  Addrefs  accordingly,  which  they  had  directed  him  to  report 
to  the  Houfe ;  and  he  read  the  fame  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  it  in  at  the 
Clerk's  Table;  where  the  fame  was  read,  and  is  as  followeth,  viz. 

My  Lord, 

We  his  Majefty's  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  Subjeds,  the  Burgeffes  of  Virginia,  beg  leave  «• 
to  inform  your  Lordfhip,  that  the  Public  Magazine  is  now  repaired,  and  in  fit  Condition 
for  the  Reception  of  Arms  and  Ammunition. 

We  therefore  requeft  your  Lordfhip  will  be  pleafed  to  order  the  Powder,  lately  removed 
from  thence,  to  be  returned,  agreeable  to  your  Lordfhip' s  promife,  contained  in  your  written 
Meffage  to  this  Houfe;  We  further  beg  leave  to  inform  your  Lordfhip,  that  it  appears  to  the 
Houfe,  from  the  Report  of  their  Committee  appointed  to  infped  the  public  Magazine,  that 
there  are  no  Arms  therein  fit  for  fervice.  At  this  critical  time,  my  Lord,  when  your  Ex- 
cellency affures  us  of  the  great  probability  of  an  Indian  Invafion,  at  a  time  too  when  an 
Infurredion  of  our  Slaves  may  be  encouraged,  merely  from  a  Notoriety  of  a  total  Deficiency 
in  our  public  Stores  of  Arms  and  Ammunition,  it  is  a  Duty  we  owe  to  our  Country  and 
ourfelves  to  remind  your  Lordfhip,  that  the  Legislature  of  this  Colony  have  long  fince  made 
ample  Provision  for  the  purchafe  of  Arms  and  Ammunition,  and  eftablifhed  a  competent 
Fund  for  that  purpofe,  by  granting  to  his  Majefty  one  fhilling  and  three  pence  Sterling 
upon  the  Tonnage  of  all  Veffels  trading  to  this  Country.  This  Fund,  my  Lord,  has,  for 
feveral  Years  lafl  paft,  exceeded  three  thoufand  pounds  Sterling  per  Annum;  and  our 
Predeceffors,  in  former  Affemblies,  tr lifting  that  Government  would  always  make  a  neceffary 
and  adequate  Provifion  in  a  Matter  fo  effential  to  the  immediate  and  future  prefervation 
of  this  Colony,  have  not  interfered  in  this  Bufinefs.  But,  my  Lord,  this  Houfe,  finding 
a  total  inattention  in  Government  to  this  important  Provifion,  altho'  it  muft  have  appeared 
effential  more  than  twelve  Months  ago,  and  ftill  obferving  that  no  means  are  purfued  to 
fupply  a  Deficiency  fo  alarming,  now  conceive  it  to  be  their  Duty,  not  only  to  reprefent  this  416 
Grievance  to  your  Lordfhip,  but  alfo  requeft  that  you  will  be  pleafed  to  order  that  two  thoufand 
Stand  of  Arms,  five  Tuns  of  Powder,  and  twenty  Tuns  of  Lead,  at  the  leaft,  with  a  fufficient 
Quantity  of  other  Military  Stores,  be  immediately  provided  for  the  Defence  of  this  Colony, 
in  Cafe  of  any  Invafion  or  Infurredion,  and  that  the  fame  be  lodged  in  the  Public  Magazine. 
In  cafe  the  Fund  aforementioned  fhall  prove  Deficient,  this  Houfe  affure  your  Lordfhip 
that  they  will  make  fuch  farther  or  other  Provifion  as  may  be  neceffary  to  enable  your  Lord- 
fhip to  comply  with  this  Requeft. 

The  faid  Addrefs  being  read  a  fecond  time; 

Refolved,  that  the  Houfe  doth  agree  with  the  Committee  in  the  faid  Addrefs,  to  be 
prefented  to  the  Governor. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Addrefs  be  prefented  to  the  Governor,  by  Mr  Cary,  Mr  Braxton, 
Mr  Wood,  W  Jones,  and  Mr  Zane. 

A  Petition  of  Abraham  Hite,  Thomas  Rutherford,  and  James  Wood  was  prefented 
to  the  Houfe,  and  read ;  fetting  forth  that  the  Petitioners  were  appointed  Commiffioners 
for  opening  a  road  from  the  Frontiers  of  this  Colony  to  fort  Pitt,  on  the  Ohio  River, 
in  which  fervice  the  Petitioners  were  employed,  the  faid  Abraham  Hite  twenty  five  days, 
the  faid  Thomas  Rutherford  twelve  Days,  and  the  faid  James  Wood  feventeen  days ;  and 
praying  the  Confideration  of  the  Houfe,  and  fuch  allowance  as  is  ufual  in  fuch  Cafes. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee  of 
public  Claims ;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  fame,  with 
their  Opinion  thereupon  to  the  Houfe. 

Mr  Nelfon  reported  from  the  Committee  of  Trade,  to  whom  the  Petition  of  John 
Dames  was  referred,  that  the  Committee  had  examined  the  matter  of  the  faid  Petition, 
and  had  come  to  a  refolution  thereupon,  which  they  had  directed  him  to  report  to  the   417 
Houfe ;  and  he  read  the  Report  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  it  in  at  the  Clerk's 
Table ;  where  the  Refolution  of  the  Committee  was  read,  and  is  as  followeth,  viz. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  faid  Petition  of  the 
faid  John  Dames  praying  to  be  allowed  an  annual  ftipend  out  of  the  fund  appropriated 

to 
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to  the  building  a  light-houfe  at  Cape-Henry  for  his  keeping  up  a  light  at  the  Fort  at 
Old  Point  Comfort  is  reafonable. 

The  faid  Refolution  being  read  a  fecond  time ;  an  Amendment  was  propofed  to  be 
made  thereunto,  by  leaving  out  the  Words,  "Out  of  the  fund  appropriated  to  the  building 
a  lighthoufe  at  Cape-Henry." 

And  the  Queftion  being  put,  that  the  Words,  "out  of  the  fund  appropriated  to  the 
building  a  light-houfe  at  Cape-Henry,"  ftand  part  of  the  Refolution; 

It  paffed  in  the  Negative. 

Another  Amendment  was  propofed  to  be  made  to  the  faid  Refolution,  by  adding 
thereunto  the  words,  "and  that  he  ought  to  be  allowed  twenty  pounds  per  Annum,  until 
the  lighthoufe  at  Cape-Henry  fhall  be  finifhed." 

And  the  Queftion  being  put  that  the  Words,  "and  that  he  ought  to  be  allowed  twenty 
pounds  per  Annum  until  the  lighthoufe  at  Cape-Henry  fhall  be  finifhed." 

It  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Refolved,  that  this  Houfe  doth  agree  with  the  Committee  in  the  Refolution  fo 
amended. 

Refolved,  that  the  fum  of  twenty  Pounds  per  Annum  be  paid  to  John  Dames,  for 
keeping  up  a  light  at  the  Fort  at  Old  Point  Comfort,  until  the  lighthoufe  at  Cape-Henry 
fhall  be  finifhed. 
4i8  Ordered,  that  Mr  Nelfon  do  carry  the  Refolution  to  the  Council,  and  defire  their 

Concurrence. 

A  Meffage  from  the  Council  by  Mr  Blair; 

Mr  Speaker, 

The  Council  have  agreed  to  the  Addrefs  prepared  by  a  Committee  of  the  Council  and 
of  this  Houfe;  and  have  appointed  two  of  their  Members  to  join  fuch  Members  as  this  Houfe 
may  appoint,  to  prefent  the  fame  to  his  Excellency;  and  he  prefented  the  faid  Addrefs  at  the 
Bar. 

And  then  the  Meffenger  withdrew. 

The  faid  Addrefs  was  read,  and  is  as  followeth,  viz: 

My  Lord, 

We  his  Majefty's  dutiful  and  loyal  Subjects,  the  Council  and  Burgeffes  of  Virginia, 
beg  leave  to  reprefent  to  your  Excellency,  that  as  You  have  been  pleafed  to  leave  the  Palace, 
we  are  very  apprehenfive  the  Public  Arms  therein  are  too  infecure,  and  very  much  expofed; 
and  therefore  hope  your  Lordfhip  will  be  pleafed  to  order  them  to  be  removed,  during  your 
Lordfhip's  Abfence,  to  the  Public  Magazine;  which  is  now,  in  our  Opinion  a  fecure  De- 
pository. 

Refolved,  that  this  Houfe  doth  agree  with  the  Council  in  the  faid  Addrefs,  to  be 
prefented  to  the  Governor. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Excellency  by  Mr  Cary,  Mr 
Braxton,  Mr  Wood,  Mr  Jones,  and  Mr  Zane,  in  conjunction  with  the  Members  appointed 
by  the  Council. 

A  Petition  of  John  James  Wood,  Henry  Baker,  and  John  Wood,  was  prefented  to 
the  Houfe,  and  read;  fetting  forth,  that  the  Petitioners  were  fummoned  to  attend  the 
General  Court  as  Witneffes  againft  Jofeph  Fry  and  others  who  are  indicted  for  a  mis- 
4i»  demeanor,  and  did  attend  accordingly ;  but  that,  by  fome  miftake  in  the  Clerk  of  that 
Court,  no  entry  was  made  of  their  attendance ;  and  therefore  praying  the  Confideration 
of  the  Houfe,  and  that  they  may  be  paid  for  travelling  and  attending. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
of  public  Claims;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  fame, 
with  their  Opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe. 

Mr 
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Mr  Henry  Lee  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  according  to  Order,  a  bill  to  amend  an  Act, 
intituled  An  Ad1  to  regulate  the  inoculation  of  the  fmall  pox  within  this  Colony;  and  the 
fame  was  received  and  read  the  firft  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  fecond  time. 

And  then  the  Houfe  adjourned  till  Monday  Morning  next  ten  of  the  Clock. 


ytlonba?,  tye  I9tl)  of  luna,  15  <&io.  Ut  1775. 

THE  order  of  the  Day  being  read ; 
Ordered,  that  the  call  of  the  Houfe  be  adjourned  till  tomorrow. 
Mr  Henry  Lee  reported  from  the  Committee,  to  whom  the  Bill  to  con- 
tinue an  Act,  intituled  an  Ac!2  to  prevent  the  exorbitant  exadions  of  the  Col- 
lectors of  the  County  and  Parifh  levies,  was  recommitted,  that  the  Committee  had  made 
feveral  other  Amendments  to  the  Bill,  which  they  had  directed  him  to  report  to  the 
Houfe  and  he  read  the  report  in  his  Place,  and  afterwards  delivered  the  Bill,  with  the 
Amendments  in  at  the  Clerk's  Table ;  where  the  Amendments  were  once  read  through- 
out, and  then  a  fecond  time,  one  by  one,  and  upon  the  Queftion  feverally  put  there- 
upon, were  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  the  Bill  with  the  Amendment,  be  engroffed. 

Mr  Bland  prefented  to  the  Houfe  Copies  of  feveral  Refolutions  of  the  General  «o 
Congrefs,  which  he  delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's  Table,  where  the  fame  were  read,  and  are 
as  followeth,  viz. 

"Wednefday  May  17. 

"That  all  exportations  to  Quebeck,  Nova  Scotia,  the  if  land  of  Saint  John,  Newfound- 
land, and  Georgia,  except  the  Parifh  of  Saint  Johns,  and  to  Eaft  and  Weft  Florida,  im- 
mediately ceafe;  and  that  no  Provifions,  of  any  kind,  or  other  neceffaries,  be  furnifhed  to 
the  britifh  fifheries  on  the  American  Coafts  until  it  be  other-wife  determined  by  the  Congrefs."* 

"Monday,  May  29. 

"That  no  Provifions  or  neceffaries  of  any  kind  be  exported  to  the  if  land  of  Nantucket, 
except  from  the  Colony  of  Maffachufetts  Bay,  the  convention  of  which  Colony  is  defired 
to  take  Meafures  for  effedually  providing  the  faid  ifland,  upon  their  application  to  purchafe 
the  fame,  with  as  much  Provifion  as  fhall  be  neceffary  for  its  internal  ufe,  and  no  more. 
The  Congrefs  deeming  it  of  great  importance  to  North  America,  that  the  Britifh  fifhery 
fhould  not  be  furnifhed  with  Provifions  from  this  Continent  through  Nantucket,  eameftly 
recommend  a  vigilant  execution  of  this  Refolve  to  all  Committees.* 

Friday,  June  2. 

"That  no  bill  of  exchange,  draught,  or  order  of  any  Officer,  in  the  Army  or  Navy,  their 
agents  or  Contradors,  be  received  or  negotiated,  or  any  Money  be  fupplied  to  them  by  any 
Perfon  in  America;  that  no  Provifions  or  neceffaries  of  any  kind,  be  furnifhed  or  fupplied 
to  or  for  the  ufe  of  the  britifh  army  or  navy  in  the  colony  of  Maffachufetts  bay,  and  that 
no  Veffel  employed  in  tranfporting  britifh  Troops  to  America,  or  from  one  part  of  North 
America  to  another, 5  or  warlike  Stores  or  provifions  for  faid  Troops  be  freighted  or  furnifhed 
with  Provifions,  or  any  neceffaries,  until  further  orders  from  this  Congrefs." 

The  faid  Refolutions  being  read  a  fecond  time ; 

Refolved,  that  this  Houfe  doth  approve  of  the  fame;  and  recommend  it  to  the 
feveral  Committees  within  this  Colony,  for  carrying  into  execution  the  Continental 
Affociation,  to  be  vigilant  in  feeing  the  faid  Refolutions  ftrictly  complied  with. 
An 

>  Hening's  IX,  p.  371.  '  Ibid.,  VIII,  p.  381. 

3  Journals  of  Congrefs,  17 74-75,  p.  102.  *  Ibid.,  p.  109.  5  Ibid.,  p.  113. 
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An  engroffed  Bill  for  appointing  Commiffioners  to  fettle  the  Accounts  of  the  Militia 
lately  drawn  out  into  actual  Service,  and  for  making  Provifion  to  pay  the  fame,  was 
read  the  third  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  do  pafs;  and  that  the  title  be,  An  Act1  for  appointing  Com- 
miffioners to  fettle  the  Accounts  of  the  Militia  lately  drawn  out  into  actual  Service,  and  for 
making  Provifion  to  pay  the  fame. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Mercer  do  carry  the  Bill  to  the  Council,  and  defire  their  Concur- 
rence. 

A  Meffage  from  the  Council  by  Mr  Blair: 

Mr  Speaker, 

The  Council  have  agreed  to  the  Bill  intituled  An  AcV  to  impower  the  Veftry  of  the 
Parifh  of  Saint  John,  in  the  County  of  King  William,  to  fell  the  Glebe  of  the  faid  Parifh, 
and  for  other  Purpofes  therein  mentioned,  with  fome  Amendments,  to  which  Amendments 
the  Council  defire  the  Concurrence  of  this  Houfe;  and  alfo, 

The  Council  have  agreed  to  the  Refolve,  for  paying  four  hundred  and  fifty  pounds 
per  Annum,  to  Alexander  Purdie,  the  public  printer. 

And  then  the  Meffenger  withdrew. 
422  Mr  Treafurer  reported,  from  the  Committee,  appointed  on  Thurfday  laft,  to  draw 

up  an  addrefs,  to  be  prefented  to  the  Governor,  that  the  Committee  had  drawn  up  an 
Addrefs  accordingly,  which  they  had  directed  him  to  report  to  the  Houfe ;  and  he  read 
the  fame  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  it  in  at  the  Clerk's  Table;  where  the 
fame  was  read,  and  is  as  followeth,  viz. 

My  Lord, 

The  Houfe  of  Burgeffes  received  your  Lordfhip's  written  Meffage  of  the  tenth  inftant, 
in  anfwer  to  the  joint  Addrefs  of  his  Majefty's  honorable  Council  and  this  Houfe,  with 
equal  Concern  and  Amazement.  We  were  totally  unprepared  for  fo  fevere  and  cruel  a 
Return  to  the  refpectful  Application  made  to  your  Lor df hip,  folely  dictated  by  our  Duty 
to  his  Majefty,  and  the  moft  earneft  defire  of  contributing  every  Thing  in  our  Power  towards 
promoting,  as  well  as  your  Lordfhip's  own  Happinefs,  as  that  of  your  Lady  and  whole 
Family.  This  ftep,  we  hoped  would  have  proved  the  happy  Means  of  reftoring  that 
Tranquillity,  and  Harmony,  you  were  pleafed  to  flatter  us  with  your  earneft  Wifhes  to  have 
eftablifhed.  Who  were  the  peculiar  Objects  of  your  Tendernefs,  that  you  fo  kindly,  in 
favor  to  them,  declined  a  particular  Enumeration,  we  know  not;  but  are  forry  that  your 
Lordfhip  had  fo  little  Feeling  for  the  Honour,  and  Integrity,  of  this  Houfe.  You  have 
now,  my  Lord,  driven  us  to  the  difagreeable  neceffity  of  inquiring,  minutely,  into  the  Caufes 
of  the  late  Difturbances  in  this  Country.  It  is  not  with  the  moft  diftant  inclination  to  give 
your  Lordfhip  the  flighteft  Umbrage  that  we  engage  in  fo  irkfome  a  Tafk,  but  purely  to  do 
Juftice  to  our  much  injured  Country,  that  we  recur  to  different,  and  fome  diftant,  Tranf- 
<28  actions.  The  Charges  of  difloyalty  and  dif affection  in  our  Countrymen  to  our  moft  gracious 
Sovereign,  and  his  Government,  as  infinuated  in  your  Lordfhip's  Meffage,  and  fome  other 
publick  Acts,  are  as  grievous  as  they  are  unmerited.  Words,  we  know,  are  too  often  but 
empty  founds.  We  appeal  not  to  profeffions,  however  fincere,  but  to  Fads,  of  publick 
Notoriety.  The  loyalty  of  this  his  Majefty's  moft  ancient  Colony  ftands  confeffed,  as 
recorded  by  many  of  your  worthy  Predeceffors.  We  will  prefume  to  carry  your  attention 
no  further  back  than  to  the  Adminiftration  of  a  Governor  immediately  preceeding  your 
Lordfhip.  Previous  to  his  coming  over  to  Virginia,  there  had  arifen  fome  unhappy  dif- 
putes  between  Great  Britain  and  the  Colonies.  His  Majefty  was  gracioufly  pleafed  to 
fend  over  to  us  from  his  immediate  Prefence  the  trxdy  noble  Lord  Botetourt,  who  told  us, 
that  he  had  received  it  in  command  from  his  Majefty  to  do  Juftice,  and  maintain  the  Rights 
of  all  his  Subjects.  He  cheerfully  entered  upon  the  duties  of  his  exalted  Station,  in  which 
he  acted  as  a  true  Reprefentative  of  his  Royal  Mafter,  at  once  fupporting  the  Dignity  of 
his  Crown,  difpenfing  the  utmoft  Juftice,  and  diffufing  benevolence  throughout  the  Country. 
By 

1  Herring's,  IX,  p.  6i — ordinance.  '  Not  recorded  as  a  law. 
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By  his  exemplary  Condud,  in  all  Refpeds,  he  accomplifhed  what  he  deemed  a  glorious 
Work:  He  gave  us  Tranquillity,  and  Happinefs.  Indeed  he  was  often  heard  to  declare, 
that  the  bufinefs  of  a  Governor  of  Virginia  was  fo  much  eafier  than  he  could  have  conceived, 
as  he  found  that  the  Government  almoft  executed  itfelf.  Matters  were  not  at  that  Time 
carried  on,  and  precipitated,  with  fo  high  a  Hand,  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Water,  as  at 
prefent.  This  probably  was  owing  to  his  minutely  examining  every  fubjed  to  the  bottom 
himfelf,  taking  nothing  upon  Truft,  to  his  difcountenancing  Tale-Bearers,  and  malicious  m 
Informers;  and,  at  laft,  making  a  faithful  Reprefentation  of  Things,  as  he  found  them. 
In  a  fhort,  too  short  a  Time,  for  the  Happinefs  of  Virginia,  it  pleafed  GOD  to  remove  him 
from  us.  When  we  received  the  Account  of  your  Lordfhips  appointment,  we  indulged 
the  pleafing  Hopes  that  we  fhould  again  be  made  happy  in  a  Ruler;  And  when  you  were 
pleafed  to  honour  us  with  your  Prefence,  we  vied  with  each  other  in  endeavoring  to  make 
your  Adminiftration  eafy  and  agreeable.  Upon  the  Report  that  your  Lady  and  Family 
were  coming  over  to  you,  every  one,  we  believe,  who  heard  it,  was  eager  in  Expedation  of 
an  Event  which  was  likely  to  give  Addition  to  your  Happinefs.  We  received  her  Lady- 
fhip,  and  your  Children,  with  every  expreffion  of  Heart-felt  Joy,  and  have  confidered  our 
Countrymen  as  exceedingly  happy  in  having  fuch  rofpedable  Pledges  amongft  them. 
Changes,  my  Lord,  feldom  happen  without  fome  fufficient  Caufe.  If,  therefore,  you  have, 
or  think  you  have,  difcovered  any  Alteration  in  the  Sentiments  or  behaviour  of  thofe  you 
prefide  over,  it  may  be  worth  your  while,  as  well  as  ours,  to  fearch  out  the  reafon  of  it.  Re- 
fped,  my  Lord,  is  not  to  be  obtained  by  Force,  from  a  free  People.  If  genuine,  it  muft 
be  a  perfed  Volunteer;  and  nothing  is  fo  likely  to  enfure  it,  to  one  in  your  Station,  as 
Dignity  of  Charader,  a  candid  and  exemplary  Condud.  We  decline,  on  this  Occafion, 
a  Difcuffion  of  the  Subjed  unhappily  in  Difpute  between  Great  Britain  and  the  Colonies. 
We  prefume  not  to  interfere  with  your  Authority  in  fummoning  or  diffolving  Affemblies, 
when,  by  advice  of  your  Council,  you  think  there  is  proper  Occafion.  What  we  claim, 
as  an  Ad  of  Juftice,  is,  that  our  Condud  fhould  be  fairly  and  impartially  reprefented  to 
our  Sovereign.  We  do  not  mean  to  infinuate  that  your  Lordfhip  would,  designedly,  mif-  m 
reprefent  Fads;  but  it  is  much  to  be  feared  that  you  too  eafily  give  Credit  to  fome  defigning 
Perfons,  who,  to  the  great  injury  of  this  Community,  poffefs  much  too  large  a  fhare  of 
your  Confidence.  We  have  feen  my  Lord,  the  Copy  of  a  letter1  you  were  pleafed  to  write 
to  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth  dated  the  2gth  of  May  1774,  The  defign  of  the  then  Affembly 
was  entirely  ynif conceived,  and  the  ill  Impreffions  your  Lordfhip 's  Letter  may  have  made 
on  the  Minds  of  his  Majefty,  and  his  Minifters,  prove  how  dangerous  it  is,  and  how  very 
unjuft  it  may  be,  to  attempt  penetrating  the  Thoughts  of  others,  when  they  are  not  cer- 
tainly known.  Sufpicions,  we  humbly  conceive,  can  never  juftify  dired  and  pofitive 
Accufation.  Men,  we  know,  differ  in  religious  Sentiments.  Some  may  believe  in  the 
Superintendence  of  a  Providence  and  that  the  Care  efpecially,  of  Nations,  is  an  Objed  of 
Divine  Goodnefs;  whilft  others  may  think,  or  affed  to  treat  this  as  well  as  other  Matters 
which  our  Religion  teaches,  as  Things  merely  chimerical.  We  have  likewife  feen  an  authen- 
tick  Copy  of  Extrads  of  another  of  your  Lordfhip' s  Letters1  to  the  fame  noble  Earl,  dated 
the  24th  of  December  1774.  The  more  injurious  the  unfavorable  Reprefentations,  con- 
tained in  this  Letter,  were  likely  to  be  to  this  Country,  the  more  careful  we  fhould  have  hoped 
your  Lordfhip  would  have  been  in  examining  the  Evidence  of  the  Fads  ftated.  Your 
Lordfhip  had  been  pleafed  to  reprefent,  in  the  firft  Letter,  our  Houfe  of  Burgeffes  as  fond 
of  having  it  thought  that  a  "determined  Refolution  to  deny  and  oppofe  the  Authority  of 
Parliament  always  originates  with  them."  Whether  this  was  intended  to  draw  down  the 
particular  Refentment  of  Parliament  on  this  Country,  your  Lordfhip  can  beft  determine. 
They  have,  indeed,  protefted  againft  the  Power  of  Parliament,  when  they  thought  it  exerted  w 
contrary  to  the  Principles  of  the  Conftitution;  but  we  do  not  know  that  they  ever  affeded 
to  take  the  lead  of  the  other  Colonies,  in  this,  or  any  other  Meafure;  The  times  of  entering 
their  Proteftations  were  merely  accidental,  as  Circumftances  happened,  and  it  is  notorious, 
that  the  fubjed  of  the  prefent  Complaint  had  been  under  the  Confideration  of  fome  other 
Colonies  before  the  Virginians  took  it  up.  It  would  feem,  from  your  Lordfhip's  Letter, 
of  the  24th  of  December,  that  the  Affociation  adopted  by  the  General  Congrefs  was  firft 

recommended 
*  Bancroft  Tranfcripts,  1768-1776 — Library  of  Congrefs. 
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recommended  from  Virginia;  whereas  the  Truth  is,  that,  in  Virginia,  nothing  was  more 
refolved  againft,  at  firft,  than  the  Importation  and  Ufe  of  Eaft  India  Commodities.  The 
General  Non-Export  and  N on-lmport  Agreement  came  -firft  recommended  to  us  from  feveral 
of  the  Northern  Colonies.  This  we  own  makes  no  difference  now,  as  the  feveral  Colonies 
have  united  in  the  Affociation,  It  is  only  remarked,  fince  this  Circumftance  feems  to  have 
been  thought  material,  as  no  ftrong  Teftimony  of  a  kind  Difpofition  in  your  Lordfhip 
towards  this  Country,  That  Committees  were  chofen,  in  the  feveral  Counties,  is  admitted. 
The  defign  of  them  was  to  obferve  the  Condud  of  thofe  who  were  inimical  to  the  intereft 
of  the  Country.  They  were  required  to  publifh  the  Names  of  all  Tranfgreffors ,  that  the 
Country  might  know  their  Friends  from  their  Foes.  This  you  were  pleafed,  to  term  "invit- 
ing the  vengeance  of  a  lawlefs  Mob  to  be  exercifed  upon  the  unhappy  Victims."  You 
farther  reprefented  thefe  Committees  as  aff timing  an  Authority  to  infped  the  Books,  In- 
voices, and  all  the  Secrets  of  the  Trade  and  Correfpondence  of  Merchants.  This,  my 
Lord,  was  high-colouring  of  affumed  Fads;    which  we,  who  inhabit  different  parts  of  the 

427  Country,  are  ftrangers  to.  To  clofe  your  Narrative  upon  this  Head,  you  were  pleafed  to 
inform  your  noble  Correfpondent,  that  "every  County  in  this  Colony  was  arming  a  Com- 
pany of  Men,  whom  they  call  an  independent  Company,  for  the  avowed  Purpofe  of  pro- 
teding  their  Committees,  and  to  be  employed  againft  Government,  if  Occafion  required; 
and  that  the  Committee  of  one  County  had  proceeded  fo  far  as  to  fwear  the  Men  of  their 
independent  Company  to  execute  all  Orders  which  fhould  be  given  them  from  their  Com- 
mittee. Thefe,  my  Lord,  are  things  entirely  without  our  Knowledge,  and  upon  the  ftrideft 
inquiry,  we  are  convinced  they  deferve  no  Credit.  There  were  a  few  Companies  of  Gen- 
tlemen formed,  who  were  defirous  of  perfeding  themfelves  in  Military  Exercife;  but  we 
find  not  more  than  fix  or  feven  throughout  the  whole  Colony,  which  confifts  of  fixty  one 
Counties.  This  was  defigned  to  diftinguifh  them  from  the  Militia  at  large;  the  firft,  and 
moft  confiderable  of  thefe,  was  inftituted  for  the  better  Protedion  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Nor- 
folk Borough,  and  afterwards  received  your  Lordfhip's  Approbation,  fo  far,  that  you  ex- 
preffed  the  warmeft  Wifhes,  that  the  Example  might  be  followed  throughout  the  Country, 
and  gave  Commiffions  to  their  Officers,  That  thefe  Companies  were  conneded  with  the 
Committees,  or  that  they  were  ever  defigned  to  ad  againft,  or  in  any  fort  to  interfere  with, 
what  you  are  pleafed  to  call  Government,  we  do  not  know,  or  believe,  but,  on  the  Contrary, 
we  are  verily  perfuaded  that  they  were  always  ready  and  willing  to  exert  themfelves  to  sup- 
port the  Laws,  and  his  Majefty's  Government,  to  the  utmoft  of  their  Power.  Your  Lord- 
fhip's Affertion,  "that  the  Power  of  Government  was  entirely  difregarded,  if  not  wholly 
overturned,  and  that  there  was  not  a  Juftice  of  the  Peace  in  Virginia  who  aded  except  as 

428  a  Committee-Man,"  we  cannot  but  confider  as  highly  unjuft,  and  extremely  injurioufly 
to  us.  We  have  the  greateft  Reafon  to  believe,  having  it  in  full  proof,  that  the  Magiftrates 
throughout  the  Colony  duly  attended  their  refpedive  Courts;  and  though  for  the  Reafons 
affigned  in  our  former  Addrefs  to  your  Lordfhip,  they  could  not  think  themfelves  legally 
authorized  to  hear  and  determine  civil  Suits,  yet  we  are  perfuaded  that  their  former  Endeav- 
ours to  preferve  the  Peace  and  good  order  of  Government  were  not  interrupted  but  exerted 
in  the  ufual  manner.  The  original  Caufe  of  fufpending  the  Trials  of  civil  difputes  was, 
as  your  Lordfhips  obferves,  the  want  of  a  Fee  Bill.  This  legal  defed  was  much  lamented, 
and  not  ufed,  that  we  know  of,  as  a  popidar  Argument,  by  any  Man  of  good  fenfe;  nor 
did  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Country  join  in  what  you  are  pleafed  to  call  an  opprobrious 
Meafure  to  engage  their  "Englifh  Creditors  to  join  the  Clamor ers  of  this  Country."  Your 
Lordfhip's  Affertion,  that  "not  a  few  did  it  to  avoid  paying  their  Debts,  in  which  many 
of  the  principal  People  here  are  much  involved,"  We  can  only  anfwer  for  ourf elves  in  the 
Negative,  and  muft  Confider  fo  indifcriminate  a  charge  as  extremely  injurious.  We 
were  fo  far  from  defiring  to  do  injuftice  to  Creditors,  that  it  gave  us  great  Pain  to  obferve 
that  fuch  a  ftep  was  thought  neceffary;  and  nothing  but  the  Hopes  of  being  relieved  from 
the  arbitrary  fyftem  of  Colony  Government,  attempted  to  be  introduced,  could  have 
prevailed  with  us  to  fubmit  to  a  ftoppage  of  our  Exports.  The  Merchants  of  London, 
in  their  written  Meffage,  by  a  refpedable  Member  of  their  Body,  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  have  done  us  ample  Juftice  in  this  Refped;   by  reprefenting,  that  they 

fhould 
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fhould  have  no  Uneafinefs  about  Remittances  from  America,  unlefs  Parliament  purfued 
fuch  means  as  were  likely  to  prevent  them.  The  Congrefs,  my  Lord,  we  confider  as  infti-  m 
tided  on  Principles  of  public  Neceffity;  we  do  not  deny  our  having  a  proper  Refped  for 
that  Body;  we  learn,  from  good  Authority,  that  their  humble  and  dutiful  Petition  to  his 
Majefty  was  gracioufly  received,  though  it  is  with  Concern  we  are  told  it  has  hitherto  pro- 
duced no  good  Effeds:  But  that  the  Inhabitants  of  Virginia  treated  with  "Marks  of  Rever- 
ence the  Laws  of  the  Congrefs,  which  they  never  beftowed  on  their  legal  Government,  or  the 
Laws  proceeding  from  it,"  is  one  of  a  great  Number  of  Fads  requiring  Proof;  Since  we 
muft  take  leave  to  fay,  with  Confidence,  that  his  Majefty's  fubjeds  of  Virginia  have  been 
fecond  to  none  others,  even  his  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  Subjeds  in  any  Part  of  his  wide 
extended  Dominions,  in  all  due  Refped  to  his  Government,  Governours,  and  all  in  Authority 
under  him. 

We  cannot  but  remind  your  Lordfhip  of  the  General  Congrefs  held  in  America,  with 
the  royal  approbation,  in  the  laft  Wars.  The  united  Intereft  indeed  of  Great  Britain, 
and  the  Colonies,  might  have  then  demanded  it.  In  imitation  of  fo  laudable  an  Example, 
America  refolved  on  a  like  meafure,  as  equally,  if  not  more  neceffary,  at  this  critical  Juncture. 
Your  Lordfhip's  Account  of  the  Effeds  the  Affociation  is  likely  to  produce,  considering 
it  as  a  matter  of  Opinion,  we  are  little  concerned  to  interfere  with.  Time  only  can  difcover 
the  Confequences  of  it;  but  your  heavy  charge  againft  thofe  called  People  of  Fortune,  "that 
they  fupply  themf elves  and  Negroes  for  two  or  three  Years,  to  the  Diftrefs  of  the  middling  and 
poorer  fort,"  muft  have  proceeded  from  your  giving  too  eafy  Credit  to  ill-founded  Reports. 
Some,  but  very  few,  may  have  fupplied  themfelves,  as  opportunity  offered,  for  the  prefent 
Year.  This,  we  believe,  is  the  moft  that  has  been  done;  and  we  are  perfuaded  of  a  material 
Miftake  in  another  Refped,  it  being  the  general  Opinion,  founded  on  good  Grounds,  that  isa 
the  middling  and  poorer  fort  will  fare  much  better  than  thofe  of  Fortune,  who  have  large 
numbers  of  Slaves  to  provide  for.  Engaged  on  this  Topick,  we  cannot  refrain  from  obferving 
how  ftrangely  our  views  have  been  mifreprefented.  By  the  Affociation,  we  intend  Nothing 
that  is  illegal;  we  are  only  refolved  to  be  content  with  our  Home-Spun  Manufactures,  how- 
ever mean  in  Quality,  unlefs  Things  can  be  reftored  to  their  former  Channel,  the  only  Security 
we  defire  for  what  we  know  our  excellent  Conftitution  entitles  us  to.  What  your  Lordfhip 
is  pleafed  to  reprefent  as  the  arbitrary  Proceedings  of  the  Committees,  we  truft  will  pro- 
duce none  of  thofe  very  dreadful  Effeds  you  have  painted  in  fuch  alarming  Colours. 
The  whole  Colony,  very  few  excepted,  is  united;  and,  from  fuch  Union  of  Sentiments 
Expectations  muft  be  exceedingly  fanguine  indeed  in  fuppofing  that  Difcord  will  arife. 

How  the  Proceedings  of  the  General  Convention,  in  the  Month  of  March  laft,  may  have 
been  reprefented,  we  know  not;  but,  from  the  foregoing  Specimens,  it  is  to  be  prefumed  in  no 
very  favourable  Light.  Thefe  Meetings,  my  Lord,  unlefs  it  can  be  fuppofed  that  a  whole 
Country  could  entirely  lofe  fight  of  its  Security  and  moft  effential  Interefts,  were  rendered 
abfolutely  neceffary,  firft  by  the  diffolution,  and  afterwards  by  repeated  Prorogations,  of 
the  General  Affembly.  Upon  Enquiry  into  the  State  of  the  Colony,  it  was  found  that 
there  had  been  almoft  a  total  inattention  to  the  proper  training  and  difciplining  of  our 
Militia.  Various  fubfequent  Ads  of  our  Legiflature,  amendatory  of  the  Law  of  1738, 
had  expired;  the  Ad  providing  againft  Invafions  and  Infurredions  was  near  expiring,  and 
it  was  uncertain  whether  an  opportunity  would  be  given  the  General  Affembly  to  revive  it. 
Taking  a  farther  view  of  our  fituation,  it  was  found  that  our  Inhabitants  were  expofed  to  431 
the  Incurfions  of  a  barbarous  and  favage  Enemy.  From  the  beft  Accounts  received  from 
Great  Britain,  there  was  too  much  Reafon  to  be  convinced  that  his  Majefty's  Miniftry 
were  profecuting  the  moft  vigorous  and  arbitrary  Meafures  towards  fubjugating  the  Con- 
tinent of  America  to  their  defpotick  Rule;  which  Meafures,  it  is  more  probable,  had  been 
fuggefted  from  hence,  and  the  other  Colonies :  That  a  Scheme,  the  moft  diabolical,  had  been 
meditated,  and  generally  recommended,  by  a  Perfon  of  great  Influence,  to  offer  Freedom 
to  our  Slaves,  and  turn  them  againft  their  Mafters.  The  Convention,  to  guard  againft 
thefe  Dangers  not  clearly  feen  into  before  that  time,  recommended  a  ftrid  attention  to  the 
Militia  Law1  of  1738;    but  thinking  this  defedive  in  many  effential  Points,  confidering 
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that  under  this  Law  the  whole  Militia  were  not  obliged  to  exercife  fo  frequently  as  might 
be  neceffary,  it  was  recommended  that  volunteer  Companies  fhould  be  formed  in  each 
County,  for  the  better  Defence  and  Protection  of  the  whole  Country.  Thefe  Proceedings, 
according  to  an  unufual  Style,  it  is  more  than  probable,  Itave  been  reprefented  as  defigned 
to  oppofe  Government;  whereas,  we  are  perfuaded,  that  Nothing  was  farther  from  the  Inten- 
tions of  the  Convention.  A  Review  of  their  Refolutions  muft  convince  every  unprejudiced 
Mind  that  the  utmoft  refped  was  paid  to  his  Majefty  and  his  legal  Government,  and  that 
the  Convention  had  much  Pleafure  in  expreffing  their  obligations  to  your  Lordfhip  for 
your  late  Services.  The  Truth  is,  my  Lord,  that  his  Majefty's  dutiful  Subjeds  in  this 
Colony  have  tlie  utmoft  attachment  to  their  Sovereign;    they  admire,  they  love  the  Confti- 

438  tution  and  will  rifk  every  thing  moft  dear  and  valuable  in  fupport  of  it.  Thefe  are 
Principles  imbibed  in  their  Infancy,  and  their  conftant  Care  to  inculcate  them  upon  the 
Minds  of  their  Children;  they  meditate  or  defign  Nothing  in  the  leaft  offenfwe:  But  if  it  is 
expeded  that  they  fhould  fit  down  fupinely,  and  fubmit  to  Yokes  which  neither  they  nor 
their  Forefathers  were  able  to  bear,  they  muft  acknowledge  that  they  have  the  fenfibility  of 
Feelings  of  Freemen,  aduating  them  to  a  proper  and  juftifiable  Defence  of  thofe  Rights 
which  are  guaranteed  by  the  Laws  and  Principles  of  the  Conftitution. 

We  have,  my  Lord,  made  the  ftrideft  and  minuteft  Inquiry  into  the  Caufes  of  the  late 
Difturbances,  we  find,  from  the  examination  of  many  refpedable  Merchants,  natives  of 
Great  Britain  refiding  in  different  parts  of  this  Colony,  and  from  other  Gentlemen  of  Char- 
ader,  that  the  Country  was  in  a  perfed  State  of  Tranquillity  till  they  received  an  Account 
of  your  Lordfhip' s  removal  of  the  Gun-Powder  from  the  publick  Magazine,  to  one  of  his 
Majefty's  Ships  of  War,  and  of  your  irritating  and  moft  un juftifiable  Threats. 

The  Inhabitants  of  this  Country  my  Lord,  coidd  not  be  ftrangers  to  the  many  Attempts 
in  the  Northern  Colonies  to  difarm  the  People,  and  thereby  depriving  them  of  the  only  Means 
of  defending  their  Lives  and  Property,  We  know,  from  good  Authority,  that  the  like  Mea- 
fures  were  generally  recommended  by  the  Miniftry,  and  that  the  Export  of  Powder  from 
Great  Britain  had  been  prohibited,  Judge  then  how  very  alarming  a  Removal  of  the  fmall 
Stock  which  remained  in  the  public  Magazine,  for  the  Defence  of  the  Country,  and  the 

las  Striping  the  Guns  of  their  Locks,  must  have  been  to  any  People,  who  had  the 
Smalleft  Regard  for  their  Security.  The  manner  and  Time,  of  doing  it,  made  no 
fmall  Addition  to  the  General  Apprehenfion  of  your  Lordfhip's  Views.  The  reafon 
affigned  by  your  Lordfhip  for  taking  this  ftep,  we  fhould  have  thought  the  moft  likely,  at 
any  other  Time,  to  Itave  didated  a  very  different  Condud.  We  fhould  have  fuppofed,  that 
a  well-grounded  Apprehenfion  of  an  Infurredion  of  the  Slaves  ought  to  have  called  forth 
the  utmoft  exertions  to  fupprefs  it.  The  World  will  probably  judge  your  Lordfhip's  Method 
of  doing  this,  the  leaft  likely  to  effed  the  neceffary  purpofe.  Your  Lordfhip  having  repre- 
fented this  Powder  as  the  King's  peculiar  Property,  fuppofing  it  to  have  been  brought  from 
one  of  his  Ships,  we  have  made  Inquiry  into  that  matter,  and  cannot  find  that  there  ever 
was  any  Powder  brought  either  from  the  Rippon  or  any  other  Man  of  War;  fo  that  we  pre- 
fume  your  Lordfhip  muft  have  been  mif informed  as  to  this  Fad,  fince  the  Powder  was 
removed,  as  it  was  not  relied  on  in  your  Anfwer  to  the  Addrefs  of  the  Corporation  of  the  City 
of  Williamfburg.  Be  this,  however,  as  it  may,  we  conceive  the  Cafe  would  not  be  materially 
altered.  We  muft  remind  your  Lordfhip,  that,  by  a  very  ancient  Law1  of  this  Country, 
enaded  fo  long  fince  as  the  thirty  fecond  Year  of  the  Reign  of  his  Majefty  King  Charles  the 
fecond,  for  raifing  a  public  Revenue,  and  for  the  better  fupport  of  this  Government,  amongft 
other  Provifions,  an  Impoft  of  one  half  Pound  of  new  Gunpowder,  and  three  Pounds  of 
leaden  fhot,  or  one  fhilling  and  three  Pence  fterling,  was  impofed  on  all  Ships  or  Veffels 
coining  into  this  Colony.     In  the  ninth  Year  of  the  Reign  of  Queen  Anne,  the  Impoft  of 

iSi  one  fhilling  and  three  pence2  on  the  Tunnage  of  Veffels  was  continued,  for  Port  Duties. 
It  is  evident,  my  Lord,  that  the  original  and  chief  defign  of  this  particular  Impoft  was  to 
provide,  from  Time  to  Time,  a  proper  Stock  of  Munition  for  the  defence  of  the  Country. 
We  have  examined  the  Produce  of  this  Fund  for  thirteen  Years  paft,  and  find  that  it  yielded 
in  that  time  twenty  eight  thoufand  five  hundred  and  three  pounds  three  f hillings  and  nine 
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pence  Sterling,  which,  on  an  Average,  amounted  to  £2192.  11.  Sterling  per  Annum;  and 
it  is  obfervable,  that  for  the  four  laft  Years  it  yielded  considerably  more  than  three  thousand 
Pounds  in  each  Year.  It  may  from  hence  be  fairly  fubmitted,  whether  it  was  not  incumbent 
on  the  executive  part  of  Government  to  have  provided,  in  the  firft  Place,  from  fo  large  and 
ample  a  Fund,  a  proper  ftock  of  Arms  and  Ammunition,  which  was  fo  effentially  neceffary 
for  the  Security  of  the  Country.  If,  my  Lord,  inftead  of  applying  a  reasonable  Part  of  this 
Money  to  fuch  neceffary  Purpofes,  the  whole  has  been  applied  to  other  Occasions  of  Govern- 
ment, and  Powder  and  Arms  had  been  procured  through  fome  other  Channel,  we  fhould 
prefume  that  thefe,  when  ftored  in  the  public  Magazine,  built  at  the  expence  of  the  Country, 
and  appropriated  to  the  fafe  keeping  of  the  military  Stores,  ought  there  to  have  remained, 
till  the  Exigencies  of  the  Country  demanded  them. 

We  find,  my  Lord,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  City  of  Williamfburg,  in  the  midft  of 
which  the  Magazine  is  fituated,  upon  discovering  that  the  Powder  was  removed,  the  Time 
and  manner  of  its  being  done,  in  the  dead  of  Night,  under  an  Efcort  of  armed  Marines, 
commanded  by  Captain  Henry  Collins  of  the  Magdalen,  were  exceedingly  alarmed;  that 
many  of  them  were  fo  exafperated  that  they  had  recourfe  to  Arms,  intending,  as  we  under-  «6 
ftand,  to  compel  Captain  Collins  to  reftore  the  Powder;  but  we  cannot  dif cover  that  the  leaft 
Infult  was  intended  to  your  Lordfhip.  We  find  that  the  Corporation  of  Williamfburg 
prefented  a  very  decent  and  refpedful  Addrefs  to  your  Excellency,  defiring  that  you  would 
be  pleafed  to  order  the  Powder  to  be  returned;  and,  on  Receipt  of  your  verbal  Anfwer, 
amongft  other  Things,  avowing  that  it  had  been  removed  by  your  Orders,  under  which 
Captain  Collins  had  aded,  and  promifing  that  it  fhould  be  returned  in  cafe  of  an  Infur- 
redion,  the  People  affembled  were  foon  appeafed,  returned  quietly  to  their  refpedive  Homes, 
and  perfed  Tranquillity  was  reftored  in  the  City.  That  in  the  fucceeding  night,  on  a  Report 
that  a  number  of  armed  Men  had  landed  at  a  Ferry  about  four  Miles  from  the  City,  the  Inhabi- 
tants were  again  much  alarmed;  but,  upon  the  Inter ■pofition  of  fome  Gentlemen,  they  were  quiet- 
ed, and  nothing  farther  was  done  than  ftrengthening  the  ufual  Patrole  for  the  fecurity  of  the 
City.  We  farther  find,  that  on  the  next  Day,  when  every  Thing  was  perfedly  quiet,  your  Lord- 
fhip fent  a  Meffage  into  the  City  by  one  of  the  Magiftrates,  which  you  delivered  with  the  moft 
folemn  Affeverations,  that  if  any  Infult  was  offered  to  Captain  Foy  or  Captain  Collins,  you 
would  declare  Freedom  to  the  Slaves,  and  lay  the  Town  in  Afhes;  and  that  you  could  eafily  de- 
populate the  whole  Country.  What  could  have  provoked  your  Lordfhip  to  this  we  cannot  dif  co- 
ver, as  both  Captain  Foy  and  Captain  Collins,  and  feveral  other  Officers,  had  been  frequently 
feen  walking  publickly  in  the  Streets,  and  no  one  offered  either  of  them  the  leaft  Injury;  nor  can 
we  difcover  any  Reafon  to  believe  that  any  Thing  of  the  fort  was  intended.  The  Inhabitants 
my  Lord  could  not  but  be  exceedingly  alarmed  at  fo  cruel  a  Threat,  many  People  considered 
it  as  a  part  of  that  General  Plan,  they  had  heard  was  recommended  in  England,  and  which  m 
was  dif  covered  by  your  Lordfhip  through  Accident,  they,  however,  did  nothing  more,  that 
we  can  learn  than  continue  their  former  Patroles.  A  Report  of  thefe  feveral  Matters  having 
foon  circulated  throughout  almoft  the  whole  Country,  with  this  Addition,  that  the  moft 
valuable  Guns  in  the  Magazine  had  been  ftripped  of  their  Locks,  and  that  the  Inhabitants 
of  Williamfburg  were  in  the  moft  imminent  Danger,  the  Minds  of  People  in  General,  were 
much  agitated;  they  affembled  in  different  Quarters  and  a  number  of  Expreffes  were  fent  to  in- 
quire and  obtain  a  true  State  of  Things,  It  appears,  that  during  this  general  uneafinefs  an 
Account  was  received  from  the  Northward  of  the  Engagement  at  Concord;1  the  General  it 
feems,  had  fent  an  armed  Force  to  feize  a  Provincial  Magazine.  This,  your  Lordfhip  may 
fuppofe,  increafed  the  Apprehenfions  of  our  People,  as  it  held  out  to  them  an  additional 
Proof  that  the  Steps  you  had  taken  formed  a  Part  of  that  general  Syftem  adopted  to  render 
the  Colonies  defencelefs.  If  upon  fuch  Alarms,  when  the  Minds  of  People  were  fretted 
to  an  extreme  Degree,  fome  irregularities  were  committed,  the  Caufes  may  be  found  in  thofe 
extraordinary  Attempts  to  ftretch  the  Powers  of  Government  fo  much  beyond  their  ancient 
and  conftitutional  Limits.  It  gave  the  greateft  Concern,  my  Lord,  to  all  acquainted  with 
your  moft  amiable  Lady,  and  her  diftinguifhed  Charader,  to  hear  that  fhe  had  removed 
with  her  Children  to  one  of  the  King's  Ships.  We  have  inquired  into  the  caufe  of  this,  and 
though  we  do  not  prefume  to  prefcribe  to  her  Ladyfhip,  yet  we  are  perfuaded,  that,  had  fhe 
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known  the  Sentiments  of  all  Ranks'  of  People  in  this  Colony,  every  uneafinefs  would  have 
been  removed.     We  find,  my  Lord,  that  from  the  great  Pains  taken  by  the  Magistrates,  and 

w  other  inhabitants  of  the  City  of  Williamfburg,  there  could  have  been  no  real  Ground  for  fear 
at  the  Time  of  her  Ladyfhip's  removal,  unlefs  it  was  produced  from  your  Lordfhip's  Threats, 
which  might  have  kept  the  Minds  of  fome  of  the  Citizens  in  fufpenfe.  A  few  Ladies,  it 
appears,  left  the  City;  but  it  was  not  through  apprehenfion  of  any  other  Danger  than  what 
your  Lordfhip  held  over  them.  The  Inhabitants  certainly  could  have  entertained  no  fuf- 
picions  of  Injury  from  their  Friends  in  the  Country  who  had  kindly  offered  to  come  to  their 
Affiftance;  fo  that  it  was  in  the  Power  of  your  Lordfhip,  alone,  to  have  removed  her  Ladyship's 
Uneafinefs. 

It  gives  us  the  greateft  Pain,  my  Lord,  to  find,  in  your  Excellency's  Meffage,  fo  deter- 
mined a  Refolution  to  purfue  a  Courfe  the  moft  likely  to  revive  the  Uneafinefs  of  the  People, 
and  prevent  that  Reftoration  of  Harmony  fo  ardently  wifhed  for  by  all  good  Men.  You  are 
pleafed  to  fubmit  to  our  "Judgment,  whether  you  would  reafonably  have  expeded  any  good 
Effect  from  communicating  the  Ground  of  your  Uneafinefs  to  us."  We  give  it  as  our 
Opinion,  that  your  Lordfhip  had  the  greateft  Reafon,  if  you  had  viewed  our  Condud  in  its 
proper  light,  to  have  expeded  the  beft  Effeds  from  fuch  Communication,  as  we  met  your 
Lordfhip  in  General  Affembly  with  the  fincereft  Difpofitions  to  do  every  Thing  in  our 
Power  to  provide  for  the  tranquillity  of  the  Country.  The  Reafons  affigned  for  your  con- 
trary Apprehenfions,  we  are  perfuaded,  muft  have  been  fuggefted  to  your  Lordfhip  by  fome 
defigning,  malevolent  Informer.  We  can  hardly  fuppofe  your  Lordfhip  could  have  had 
any  well-grounded  Fear  of  perfonal  Danger,  when  it  is  notorious  that  you  appeared  pub- 
lickly,  as  ufual;  and  it  is  in  Proof  to  us,  that  the  fame  Night  in  which  you  left  the  Palace 
you  walked  alone  to  the  Attorney  General's,  at  the  Diftance  of  upwards  of  a  quarter  of  a 

138  Mile,  and  returned  unmolefted;  and  we  cannot  difcover  that  even  the  Slighteft  Infult  was 
offered.  If  you  judge  of  the  difpofition  of  the  Houfe  of  Burgeffes,  as  to  public  Matters 
from  their  declining  to  accept  an  invitation  to  dine  with  your  Lordfhip,  (the  inftance  of 
Refped  and  Civility  alluded  to,  and  which  you  fay  you  had  been  forward  in  offering  to 
them)  you  have  intirely  miftaken  their  Motives.  A  piece  of  Civility  of  this  fort  had  formerly 
its  due  Weight  with  us;  but  we  had  little  Reafon  to  fuppofe  that  fuch  a  Ceremony  would, 
at  this  Time,  be  attended,  on  your  Lordfhip's  Part,  with  that  Cordiality,  which  we  thought 
we  had  obferved  on  former  Occafions.  How  could  your  Lordfhip  think  of  admitting  to 
your  Table  a  sett  of  Men,  whom,  together  with  the  whole  Body  of  their  Conftituents,  you  had 
endeavoured  to  paint  in  fuch  defpicable  and  odious  Colours?  That  the  Houfe  of  Burgeffes, 
my  Lord,  ever  countenance  the  violent  and  diforderly  Proceedings  of  the  People,  we  muft, 
in  juftice  to  ourf elves,  take  Leave  to  deny.  As  to  the  Magazine' s  being  rifled,  which  you  are 
pleafed  to  infinuate  was  done  with  the  approbation  of  the  Houfe,  we  muft  fay,  that  in  this 
alfo  the  greateft  Injuftice  is  done  to  us.  The  Houfe  was  fitting,  clofely  engaged  in  Publick 
Bufinefs,  when  this  Affair  happened.  Some  of  our  Members,  as  we  believe  the  Truth  is 
upon  hearing  what  was  going  forward  at  the  Magazine,  went  up  in  Hopes  of  preventing 
it.  We  are  informed,  that  a  great  Concourfe  of  People,  from  different  Parts  of  the  Country, 
were  affembled,  and  that  many  of  the  Arms  had  been  taken  out  of  the  Magazine  feveral  of 
the  Members,  as  private  Gentlemen  remonftrated  with  all  the  People  they  met  with  againft 
fuch  Proceedings,  and  prevailed  with  them  to  return  what  they  had  taken.  When  your 
Lordfhip  was  pleafed  to  accufe  the  Houfe  of  Burgeffes  of  ufurping  the  "executive  Power," 
from  what  happened  on  this  Occafion,  we  prefume  it  would  have  been  well  to  have  confidered 
with  what  Propriety  they  could  have  interfered:  Had  they  made  an  Order  for  apprehending 
the  Perfons  concerned,  who  were  unknown,  it  would  have  been  fruitlefs,  and  moreover  a 
plain  departure  from  the  Line  of  their  Authority.  Such  a  ftep  your  Lordfhip  might  indeed 
have  juftly  cenfured  as  an  Ufurpation  of  the  executive  Power,  Or  would  your  Lordfhip  have 
recommended  to  the  individual  Members  to  have  aded  as  Bailiffs,  in  feifing  all  Offenders 
they  met  with?  We  never  have,  nor  will  we  ever  give  Countenance  to  fuch  unjuftifiable 
Proceedings  as  happened  that  day.  Your  Acquaintance,  my  Lord,  with  Mankind,  muft 
fuggeft  t0  y°u  the  Difficulty  there  is  in  retraining  an  incenfed  Multitude.  Many  People, 
the  irritation  of  whofe  Minds  had  but  lately  fubfided,  we  underftand  had  been  again  greatly 
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alarmed  at  a  late  unfortunate  Accident,  which  happened  to  fome  inconfiderate  young  Men 
in  their  unlawful  Attempt  to  furnifh  themselves  with  Arms  out  of  the  Magazine;  and  Attempt, 
my  Lord,  which  we  condemn  as  highly  as  your  Lordfhip  can.  But  whether  fome  little 
Apology  may  not  be  fuggefted,  from  that  universal  anxiety  which  all  Mankind  have  to  pre- 
pare for  the  Defence  of  their  Lives  and  Property,  we  will  not  determine;  the  Point  is  delicate, 
and  we  leave  the  World  to  judge  of  it.  But  the  means  contrived  in  purfuance  of  your  Lord- 
fhip's  Orders,  by  which  an  unfortunate  Culprit  might  probably  have  been  hurried  into 
Eternity,  without  a  Moment's  Time  for  reflection,  we  conceive  we  can  do  no  great  Honour 
to  Humanity  which,  we  fhould  have  fuppofed,  would  have  dictated  the  Neceffity  of  at  leaft 
giving  publick  Notice  that  fpring  Guns  were  prepared  and  fixed;  which,  it  is  imagined,  **o 
would  have  anfwered  every  Purpofe  of  Security  to  the  Magazine.  Your  Lordfhip's  Re- 
flections on  our  Committee  and  them,  upon  this  whole  Houfe,  we  think  might  have  been 
f pared,  after  what  paffed  early  in  the  Seffion.  Had  the  Committee  mif behaved,  we  fhould 
not  have  been  backward  in  taking  proper  Notice  of  it.  When  we  received  your  Lordfhips 
very  temperate  Meffage  ref petting  their  Conduit,  we  addreffed  your  Excellency,  in  hopes, 
by  having  matters  properly  explained,  of  removing  all  Umbrage  you  might  have  taken. 
Your  Lordfhip's  reply  to  this  Meffage  induced  us  to  believe  that  you  were  fatiffied;  but  it 
feems  we  muft  again  enter  on  the  fame  fubject,  or  remain  expofed  to  the  Weight  of  your 
Lordfhip's  Cenfure.  Reflecting  on  what  had  happened,  the  Houfe  judged  it  an  indifpen- 
fable  Duty  they  owed  their  Conftituents  to  inquire  into  the  ftate  of  the  Publick  Magazine; 
and,  before  they  knew  of  the  late  Difturbances ,  appointed  a  Committee  for  that  Purpofe. 
The  Committee,  previous  to  their  taking  any  other  Step,  waited  upon  your  Excellency,  and, 
in  the  moft  refpectful  manner,  defired  that  you  would  be  pleafed  to  direct  the  Keeper  of  the 
Magazine  to  give  them  Accefs  thereto.  The  Key  was  delivered  to  them,  by  your  Lordfhip's 
Orders.  They,  at  the  fame  time,  informed  your  Excellency  of  the  Confufwn  that  had  hap- 
pened; and  that  they  had,  to  prevent  the  like  Depredations,  requefted  fome  Gentlemen  of  the 
Town  to  guard  the  Magazine,  till  proper  Meafures  could  be  taken  for  its  farther  Security, 
which  your  Lordfhip  did  not  make  the  leaft  Objection  to.  There  had  been,  by  your  Ex- 
cellency's Permiffxon,  a  conflderable  quantity  of  Copper  Money,  belonging  to  the  Country, 
lodged  in  the  Magazine.  This  was  an  additional  Reafon  for  the  Committee's  taking  a 
Precaution,  which  your  Lordfhip  is  pleafed  to  call  "ordering  and  appointing  Guards, 
without  confidting  you,  to  mount  in  the  City  of  Williamfburg  and  a  defign  to  ufurp  the  til 
executive  Power."  The  Committee  did  not  pretend  any  authority  to  mount  Guard;  and 
had  your  Lordfhip  difliked  what  they  thought  a  prudent  ftep  in  the  then  confufed  State 
of  Things,  it  would  have  been  kind  in  your  Lordfhip  to  have  intimated  as  much.  Upon 
the  Committee's  Enquiry  they  found,  indeed  that  there  was  little  worth  guarding  in  the 
Magazine;  the  Powder  having  been  all  removed,  except  about  five  \ialf  Barrels,  buried  by 
your  Excellency's  order  in  the  yard,  for  what  Purpofe  we  cannot  conceive,  and  all  of  the 
valuable  Mufkets  having  been  fpoiled  of  their  Locks. 

Your  Lordfhip  f peaks  of  a  Body  of  Men  affembled  in  the  City  of  Williamfburg,  not 
only  to  the  "Knowledge,  but  with  the  approbation  of  every  Body,  for  the  avowed  purpofe 
of  attacking  a  Party  of  the  King's  Forces,  which  it  was  reported,  tho'  without  Foundation, 
was  marching  to  your  Lordfhip's  Protection." 

We  know  of  no  men,  my  Lord,  affembled  for  the  purpofe  you  mention,  though  you  are 
pleafed  to  fay  it  was  done  with  the  "Knowledge  and  Approbation  of  every  Body;"  in  which 
Number,  we  fuppofe,  the  Houfe  of  Burgeffes  were  particuliarly  defigned  to  be  included. 
Upon  the  beft  information,  the  truth  appears  to  be  this:  An  Account  was  brought  into  the 
City  in  the  Morning,  that  Captain  Collins,  of  the  Magdalen,  had  flipped  his  Cable,  and 
was  come  up  the  River  with  a  number  of  Boats,  in  which  there  was  faid  to  be  an  hundred 
armed  Men  at  leaft,  intended  to  be  Marched  into  the  City.  It  could  not  be  conceived  what 
was  propofed  by  this  Manoeuvre;  the  City  was  quiet,  and  we  believe  no  Man  in  it  fuf petted 
that  your  Lordfhip  could  have  the  leaft  Apprehenfion  that  your  Perfon  was  in  Danger; 
nor  had  we  the  fmalleft  Sufpicion  of  your  fears,  till  the  receipt  of  your  former  Meffage, 
acquainting  us  of  your  Removal.  The  Citizens,  however,  as  well  as  others,  were  aftonifhed  ^ 
and  fomewhat  alarmed,  not  knowing  what  was  intended.     Your  Lordfhip  may  remember, 
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that  his  Majefty's  Council,  from  their  Addrefs  to  your  Excellency,  were  not  without  their 
Apprehenfions.  A  number  of  the  Inhabitants,  and  we  fuppofe  fome  others,  but  how  many 
we  know  not,  affembled  under  Arms,  that  they  might  be  prepared  to  defend  the  City  and  its 
Inhabitants,  in  cafe  anything  hoftile  fhould  be  attempted.  This,  we  are  convinced,  was 
their  only  view.  Upon  their  being  made  acquainted  with  your  Lordfhip's  Anfwer  to  the 
Council,  we  underftood  that  they  all  immediately  retired  peaceably  and  quietly,  without  any 
difturbance.  The  City  was  again  at  reft,  and  continued  compofed,  till  they  heard  of  your 
Lordfhip's  removal  with  your  Family  in  the  dead  of  Night,  as  if  you  could  have  fuppofed 
that  any  one  would  have  attempted  to  offer  you  any  Obftrudion,  or,  to  interfere  with  your 
Inclinations. 

This  extraordinary  ftep,  which  none  could  Account  for,  occafioned  great  Confternation 
in  the  City;  and  we  believe  would  furprize  the  whole  World,  were  they  acquainted  with  it. 
We  have  already,  my  Lord,  in  a  former  Addrefs,  of  which  according  to  Cuftom,  a  Copy 
was  left  with  you,  and  which  you  directed  to  have  prefented  on  a  certain  Day,  long  fince 
paft,  without  your  giving  us  an  opportunity  of  doing  it,  affigned  the  Reafons  why  we  could 
not  inter pofe  our  Legiflative  Authority  refpeding  the  Courts  of  Juftice. 

The  Occafion  and  Dejign  of  forming  Independent  Companies  at  firft,  and  the  Rife 
of  Voluntier  Companies  afterwards,  we  have  already  explained,  and  cannot  fee  the  Necef- 
fity  of  abolifhing  them.  They  are  not  defigned  to  interfere  with  your  Lordfhip's  full  exer- 
443  rife  of  the  legal  and  constitutional  Powers  of  your  Government,  which  we  would  wifh  to  have 
fupported  on  all  Occasions;  and  are  of  Opinion  that  the  Laws  in  force  are  competent  to  that 
End.  But,  if  it  is  expeded  that  the  Country  fhould  again  be  thrown  into  a  defencelefs 
State,  Self-Prefervation,  the  firft  Law  of  Nature,  forbids  it,  If  your  Lordfhip  were  really 
apprehenfive  that  your  Perfon  was  in  Danger,  the  tender  of  the  Council  and  this  Houfe, 
of  their  moft  effedual  Affiftance  to  remove  every  appearance  of  Rifk,  we  were  hopeful  would 
have  quieted  all  your  Fears.  A  proper  Guard,  at  the  publick  Expenfe,  would  have  been 
at  your  Service,  had  you  judged  it  neceffary.  Your  Lordfhip's  declining  to  propofe  fuch 
Meafures  as  we,  confiftent  with  our  own  Security,  could  accept,  and  demanding  what 
you  muft  have  known  was  not  in  our  Power  to  comply  with,  affords  no  ftrong  Evidence 
of  your  Inclination  to  reftore  Tranquillity  to  this  Country.  Thofe  who  have  taken  any  of 
his  Majefty's  public  Store  of  Arms  are  open  to  the  Law,  which  has  its  full  Operation, 
as  heretofore;  and  we  wifh  not  to  interrupt  its  Courfe.  But  furely  your  Lordfhip  cannot 
exped  us,  by  any  new  Ad,  which  would  be  ex  poft  fado,  in  the  moft  odious  fenfe  of  the  Words, 
to  infiid  other  Pains  and  Penalties  for  Offences  already  committed.  This,  we  conceive, 
would  be  the  greateft  Infringement  of  a  fundamental  Principle  of  our  Excellent  Conftitu- 
tion.  Such  a  pradice  may,  indeed,  have  obtained  under  another  Meridian;  but  it  is  not, 
my  Lord,  of  American  Growth.  Whether  that  Spirit  of  Perfecution,  which  your  Lord- 
fhip has  been  pleafed  to  defcribe,  prevails  in  this  Country  we  appeal  to  the  Evidence  which 
appears  on  our  Journals.  Were  thofe,  and  thofe  only,  to  be  confidered  as  perfecuted  Men, 
who  from  Principles  and  duty  are  attached  to  their  King  and  his  Government,  we  ourf elves,  my 
***  Lord,  fhould  fall  under  this  Predicament;  and  perhaps  may,  with  Juftice,  think  Humanity 
difgraced  by  fuch  Proceedings.  That  fome  few  People  may  have  been  deluded,  we  fhall 
not  queftion;  the  utmoft  Pains,  we  know,  have  been  taken,  in  different  Colonies,  to  alarm 
them  with  the  "dif figured  fide  of  American"  ftory,  and  to  render  them  deaf  and  blind  to 
their  true  Inter  eft  and  Political  Salvation.  So  far  as  our  Example  can  influence  the 
People  of  this  Country  in  preferving  their  loyalty  to  his  Majefty,  a  proper  refped  to  Gov- 
ernment, and  the  good  Order  of  Society,  your  Lordfhip  may  be  affured  that  it  fhall  be  made 
as  diffufive  as  poffible. 

We  have,  my  Lord,  the  fincereft  and  moft  adive  defire  to  feize  every  opportunity  of 
eftablifhing  the  Freedom  of  our  Country  upon  a  fixed  and  "known  foundation,"  and  of 
uniting  ourfelves  with  our  Fellow  Subjeds  of  Great  Britain  in  one  common  Bond  of  Intereft 
and  natural  Affedion.  But  we  have  no  "Doubts"  of  what  fuch  Freedom  confifts  in;  it 
is  written,  as  with  a  Sun-Beam,  on  our  Hearts.  We  are  equally  fenfible  of  thofe  effentials, 
which  alone  can  admit  us  to  the  Participation  of  a  juft  Proportion  of  the  common  Intereft; 
but,  for  the  Variety  of  cogent  Reafons  affigned  by  our  Addrefs  in  Anfwer  to  your  Lord- 
fhip's 


[   262    ] 

fhip's  Speech,  we  cannot  view  the  Propofal  of  the  Honfe  of  Commons  in  the  fame  Light  your 
Lordfhip  feems  to  do. 

The  important  Bufinefs  of  the  Affembly,  my  Lord,  has  been  not  a  little  interrupted 
by  your  Excellency' s  Removal  from  the  proper  Seat  of  your  Government.  As  to  your  Lord- 
fhip's  offer,  that  we  might  adjourn  to  the  Town  of  York,  we  think  this  would  be  extremely 
improper  on  feveral  Accounts.  The  town  of  York,  could  not  afford  tolerable  Accomoda- 
tions for  fo  numerous  an  Affembly;  and,  which  is  of  more  Confequence,  we  humbly  con- 
ceive that  this,  and  this  place  alone,  is  eftablifhed  by  Law  for  holding  our  General  Affem- 
blies.  If  there  are  any  Hopes  left  of  your  Excellency's  Compliance,  we  muft  reiterate  m 
our  Requeft  that  you  will  be  pleafed  to  return  with  your  Family  to  the  Palace,  for  the  Rea- 
fons  affigned  in  our  former  Addrefs.  We  feel,  moft  fenfibly,  the  difagreeable  fituation 
your  Excellent  Lady  muft  be  in.  But  if,  after  all,  your  Lordfhip  is  determined  to  perfift 
in  your  Refolution  of  Abfence,  we  muft  endeavour  to  reft  fatiffied;  confcious  that,  whilft 
we  have  been  folicitous  to  do  juftice  to  our  Constituents  and  ourfelves,  we  have  not  been 
wanting  in  the  Refped  which  is  due  to  the  Reprefentative  of  our  moft  gracious  Sovereign. 

We  cannot,  my  Lord,  but  confider  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  Body  of  the  People,  when 
convened  in  Affembly,  as  part  of  that  great  and  General  Council  which  our  Conftitution 
hath  fixed  for  advifing  our  Governors  in  all  Matters  refpeding  the  Public  Weal.  His 
Majefty's  Honorable  Council  are  efpecially  appointed  for  this  purpofe;  they  are  well 
acquainted  with  our  Conftitution;  their  Duty  to  his  Majefty  will  urge  them  to  fupport  the 
Prerogative  of  the  Crown,  at  the  fame  time  that  their  Juftice  fhould  lead  them  to  maintain 
the  Rights  of  the  People.  We,  therefore  (fincerely  regarding  your  Lordfhip's  Tran- 
quillity and  Happinefs,  as  well  as  the  Important  Interefts  of  this  whole  Community)  think 
ourfelves  loudly  called  upon  to  give  it  as  our  beft  Advice  that  your  Lordfhip  will  be  pleafed 
to  advife  with  your  proper  and  conftitutional  Council  in  all  Matters  of  Importance,  and 
not  fuffer  yourfelf  to  be  influenced  by  defigning  Men;  but  that  you  will  banifh  all  fuch 
from  your  Prefence,  as  the  greateft  Enemies  to  your  own  Repofe,  and  the  real  Happinefs 
of  this  extenfive  Country. 

The  faid  Addrefs  being  read  a  fecond  time ; 

Refolved,  nemine  contradicente,  that  the  Houfe,  doth  agree  with  the  Committee  446 
in  the  faid  Addrefs,  to  be  prefented  to  the  Governor. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Excellency  by  Mr  Cary,  Mr 
Braxton,  Mr  Wood,  Mr  Jones,  Mr  Zane,  Mr  Page  and  Mr  Berkeley. 

Mr  Treafurer  reported  from  the  Committee,  to  whom  the  Bill  for  appointing  Com- 
miffioners  to  ratify  and  confirm  the  late  treaty  of  Peace  with  the  Ohio  Indians,  was 
committed,  that  the  Committee  had  gone  through  the  Bill,  and  made  feveral  Amend- 
ments thereunto  which  they  had  directed  him  to  report  to  the  Houfe ;  and  he  read  the 
report  in  his  Place,  and  afterwards  delivered  the  Bill,  with  the  Amendments,  in  at  the 
Clerk's  Table ;  where  the  Amendments  were  once  read  throughout,  and  then  a  fecond 
time,  one  by  one,  and,  upon  the  Queftion  feverally  put  thereupon,  were,  with  an  Amend- 
ment to  one  of  them,  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  the  Bill,  with   the  Amendments,  be  engroffed. 

A  Petition  of  the  Truftees  and  other  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Alexandria,  in  the 
County  of  Fairfax,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read ;  fetting  forth,  that  fince  the 
paffing  of  the  Act  of  General  Affembly,  made  in  the  fourth  year  of  the  Reign  of  his 
prefent  Majefty,  intituled  An  Ad1  for  encouraging  the  fettlement  of  the  Towns  of  Alexan- 
dria and  Falmouth,  and  for  other  purpofes  therein  mentioned,  by  which  it  was  enacted, 
among  other  things,  that  the  purchafers  of  Lots  in  the  faid  Town  fhould  not  be  fubject 
or  liable  to  any  forfeiture  for  neglecting  or  failing  to  build  thereon,  the  Trade  of  the 
faid  Town  hath  very  confiderably  increafed,  and  many  Merchants  and  Tradesmen 
are  very  defirous  of  fettling  and  refiding  there,  but  cannot  be  accommodated  with  Stores, 
which  the  Proprietors  of  the  vacant  Lots  neglect  to  build,  not  being  obliged  to  do  fo ; 
and  that  the  Act  of  General  Affembly,  made  in  the  twelfth  Year  of  the  Reign  of  his 
prefent  Majefty,  intituled  an  Ad2  to  encourage  the  further  fettlement  of  the  Town  of  Alexan- 
dria 
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dria  in  the  County  of  Fairfax,  hath  not  produced  the  good  effects  intended  thereby, 
the  forfeiture  of  certain  Marfh-lots,  belonging  to  infants,  and  perfons  out  of  the  Coun- 
try, being  faved  by  the  Provifo  in  the  faid  Act  contained;  and  therefore  praying  that 
other  lands  adjoining  the  faid  Town  may  be  added  to  the  fame,  and  made  part  thereof, 
that  the  owners  of  lots  unimproved  may  be  compelled  to  build  upon  them  within  a 
reafonable  time,  and  that  effectual  meafures  may  be  purfued  for  draining  and  improving 
the  faid  Marfh  lots. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  confideration  of  the  Committee 
of  Propofitions  and  Grievances;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and 
report  the  fame,  with  their  Opinion  thereupon  to  the  Houfe 

Mr  N  elf  on  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  according  to  order,  a  Bill '  to  dock  the  in  tail  of 
certain  lands,  whereof  Lewis  Burwell  isfeifed;  and  the  fame  was  received,  and  read  the 
firft  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  fecond  time. 

A  Petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Alexandria,  whofe  names  are  thereunto 
fubfcribed,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read;  fetting  forth,  that  the  Act  of  General 
Affembly,  to  prevent  the  raifing  of  Hogs,  and  fuffering  them  to  run  at  large  within  the 
faid  Town,  had  not  effected  the  purpofe ;  and  therefore  praying  that  a  fine  or  tax  may 
be  impofed  upon  the  offenders  againft  the  faid  Act,  and  that  Goats  and  Geefe  may 
not  be  raifed,  nor  fuffered  to  go  at  large  in  the  faid  Town. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
of  Propofitions  and  Grievances ;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report 
the  fame,  with  their  Opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe. 

Mr  Braxton  reported  from  the  Committee,  to  whom  the  Bill,2  for  appointing  an 
Agent,  was  committed,  that  the  Committee  had  gone  through  the  Bill,  and  made  an 
Amendment  thereunto,  which  they  had  directed  him  to  report  to  the  Houfe,  and  he 
read  the  Report  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  the  Bill,  with  the  Amendment, 
in  at  the  Clerk's  Table. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Report  be  taken  into  Confideration  tomorrow. 

Mr  Cary  reported  from  the  Committee  of  public  Claims,  to  whom  the  Petition  of 
Elizabeth  Croley  had  been  referred,  and  to  whom  the  fame  was  recommitted,  that  the 
Committee  had  further  confidered  the  matter  of  the  faid  Petition,  and  had  directed 
him  to  report  the  fame,  as  it  appeared  to  them,  together  with  the  Refolution  of  the 
Committee  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe ;  and  he  read  the  Report  in  his  Place,  and  after- 
wards delivered  it  in  at  the  Clerk's  Table ;  where  the  fame  was  read,  and  is  as  followeth, 
viz: 

It  appears  to  your  Committee,  that  Samuel  Croley,  the  hufband  of  the  Petitioner 
having  been  a  Soldier,  under  the  Command  of  Colonel  Andrew  Lewis,  on  the  late  Indian 
expedition,  was  killed  in  the  engagement  on  the  tenth  day  of  O&ober  laft ;  and  that 
the  Petitioner  and  feveral  fmall  Children  are  now  left  in  a  helpless  fituation  by  the 
death  of  the  faid  Samuel  on  whom  they  intirely  depended  for  fupport,  having  no  pof- 
fible  means  of  maintaining  themfelves. 

Whereupon  the  Committee  came  to  the  following  Refolution : 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  faid  Petition  is  reafon- 
able ;  and  that  the  fum  of  twenty  five  Pounds  ought  to  be  allowed  the  Petitioner  for 
the  prefent  Relief  of  herfelf  and  her  Children,  and  that  the  further  fum  of  ten  Pounds, 
per  Annum,  for  ten  Years,  ought  to  be  allowed,  and  depofited  in  the  hands  of  the  Church- 
wardens for  the  time  being  of  Cambden  Parifh,  in  the  County  of  Pittfylvania ,  which 
annuity  is  to  be  for  the  ufe  of  the  faid  Petitioner  and  Children  during  her  widow- 
hood, and,  after  her  death  or  marriage,  to  be  applied  towards  the  maintenance  of  the 
Children,  for  the  remainder  of  the  Term. 

The 


'  Hening's,  VIII,  p.  663.  '  Original  Act — Hening's,  VII,  p.  276. 


[  264  ] 

The  faid  Refolution,  being  read  a  fecond  time,  was,  upon  the  Queftion  put  there- 
upon, agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

Refolved,  that  the  fum  of  twenty  five  Pounds  be  paid  to  Elizabeth  Croley,  widow, 
and  that  ten  pounds,  per  annum,  for  the  term  of  ten  Years,  be  paid  to  the  Church- 
wardens of  the  Parifh  of  Cambden,  in  the  County  of  Pittfylvania,  for  the  ufe  of  the  faid 
Elizabeth  Croley,  during  her  Widowhood,  and  her  Children  by  Samuel  Croley,  and  for 
the  ufe  and  towards  the  maintenance  of  the  faid  Children  after  the  death  or  marriage 
of  their  Mother. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Cary  to  carry  the  Refolution  to  the  Council,  and  defire  their  Con- 
currence. 

A  Petition  of  Alexander  Purdie  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read;  praying 
to  be  allowed  for  printing  the  proceedings  of  the  Convention  at  Richmond  in  March 
laft ;   and  that  fuch  allowance  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  Orphans  of  Mr3  Rind. 

A  Motion  was  made,  and  the  Queftion  being  put,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred 
to  the  Confideration  of  a  Committee; 

It  paffed  in  the  Negative. 

The  Houfe  proceeded  to  take  into  Confideration  the  Amendments  made  by  the  4B0 
Council  to  the  Bill,  intituled  An  Ad1  to  empower  the  Veftry  of  the  Parifh  of  Saint  John, 
in  the  County  of  King  William  to  fell  the  Glebe  of  the  faid  Parifh,  and  for  other  Purpofes 
therein  mentioned. 

And  the  faid  Amendments  were  read,  and  are  as  followeth,  viz. 

Line  n.  After  "Purpofe,"  leave  out,  "or  to  put  it  out  upon  Intereft,  for  the  ufe  and 
benefit  of  the  Minifter  of  the  faid  Parifh,  for  the  time  being  forever." 

Line  23.  After  "Glebe,"  leave  out,  "or  put  out  upon  Intereft,  on  fufficient  landed 
Security,  for  the  ufe  and  Benefit  of  the  Minifter  of  the  faid  Parifh,  for  the  Time  being, 
forever,  as  to  the  faid  Veftry  may  appear  moft  advifable  and  beft." 

The  faid  Amendments,  being  feverally  read  a  fecond  time,  upon  the  queftion 
feverally  put  thereupon,  were  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Braxton  do  carry  the  Bill  to  the  Council,  and  acquaint  them,  that 
this  Houfe  hath  agreed  to  the  Amendments  made  by  them. 

An  engroffed  Bill,  for  the  eafe  and  Relief  of  the  People,  by  paying  the  Burgeffes 
Wages  in  Money  was  read  the  third  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  do  pafs;  and  that  the  Title  be,  An  Ad1  for  the  Eafe  and 
relief  of  the  People,  by  paying  the  Burgeffes  Wages  in  Money. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Henry  Lee  do  carry  the  Bill  to  the  Council,  and  defire  their  Con- 
currence. 

Mr  Cary,  reported,  from  the  Committee  of  public  Claims,  to  whom  the  Petition  of 
James  George,  Thomas  Flowers,  John  Pemberton,  Elifha  Dyer,  James  Murphy,  Henry 
Mitchell,  and  Laurence  Burkholder  was  referred;  that  the  Committee  had  examined  m 
the  matter  of  the  faid  Petition,  and  had  directed  him  to  report  the  fame,  as  it 
appeared  to  them,  together  with  the  Refolution  of  the  Committee  thereupon,  to  the 
Houfe ;  and  he  read  the  Report  in  his  Place,  and  afterwards  delivered  it  in  at  the  Clerk's 
Table ;   where  the  fame  was  read,  and  is  as  followeth,  viz. 

It  appears  to  your  Committee,  that  certain  Perfons,  of  the  name  of  Cook,  accufed 
of  forging  treafury  Bills,  having  been  apprehended  on  the  Governor's  Warrant,  in  the 
County  of  Pittfylvania,  the  Sherif  impreffed  feveral  Horfes  and  Guns  of  the  Petitioners, 
for  the  Ufe  of  the  Guards,  who  attended  the  Prifoners  to  the  public  Gaol ;  that  a  Mare, 
the  property  of  the  faid  Thomas  Flowers,  appraifed  to  five  Pounds  died,  the  next  day 
after  fhe  was  returned  to  her  owner;  that  two  Horfes,  the  property  of  the  faid  Elifha 
Dyer,  were  damaged  to  the  value  of  five  Pounds,  and  a  horfe  the  property  of  the  faid 
James  Murphy,  to  the  value  of  two  Pounds ;  and  that  the  Guns  were  loft  through 
neglect  of  the  Sherif  and  Guards. 

Whereupon 
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Whereupon  the  Committee  came  to  the  following  Refolutions: 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  fo  much  of  the  faid  Petition 
as  relates  to  damage  done  the  Horfes,  is  reafonable ;  and  that  the  faid  Thomas  Flowers 
ought  to  be  allowed  the  fum  of  five  Pounds,  for  the  lofs  of  his  faid  Mare,  and  that  the 
faid  Elifha  Dyer  ought  to  be  allowed  the  fum  of  five  Pounds,  and  that  the  faid  James 
Murphy  the  fum  of  two  Pounds,  for  the  damage  done  their  faid  Horfes. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  fo  much  of  the  faid  Petition 
as  relates  to  the  Guns,  be  rejected. 

The  faid  Refolutions,  being  feverally  read  a  fecond  time,  were,  upon  the  Queftion 
feverally  put  thereupon  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

An  engroffed  Bill,  for  eftablifhing  the  Town  of  Helenfburg,  was  read  the  third 
time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  do  pafs;  and  that  the  Title  be  An  Ad1  for  eftablifhing  the 
Town  of  Helenfburg. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Henry  Lee  do  carry  the  Bill  to  the  Council,  and  defire  their  Con- 
currence. 

Mr  Cary  reported,  from  the  Committee  of  public  Claims,  to  whom  feveral  Petitions 
were  referred,  that  the  Committee  had  examined  the  matter  of  the  faid  Petitions,  and 
had  come  to  feveral  Refolutions,  which  they  had  directed  him  to  Report  to  the  Houfe : 
and  he  read  the  Report  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  it  in  at  the  Clerk's  Table ; 
where  the  Refolutions  of  the  Committee  were  read,  and  are  as  followeth,  viz. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  Petition  of  Robert 
Slaughter,  Senior  be  allowed  for  two  Hogfheads  of  Tobacco  loft  in  the  Frefh,  in  the  Year 
1770,  which  were  omitted,  through  miftake,  of  the  infpeftors  in  the  lift  given  in  to  the 
Commiffioners,  appointed  to  fettle  the  fame,  is  reafonable;  and  that  the  Petitioner 
ought  to  be  allowed  the  fum  of  Eighteen  Pounds  fifteen  fhillings  and  fevenpence  three 
farthings  for  the  faid  Tobacco. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  Petition  of  Dudley 
Martin,  a  Soldier,  in  the  late  Expedition  againft  the  Shawanefe  Towns,  who  was  wounded 
in  the  Engagement,  on  the  fecond  day  of  Auguft  laft,  with  a  Ball,  which  paffed  through 
his  right  fhoulder,  and  deprived  him  of  the  ufe  of  his  Arm,  and  rendered  him  unable  to 
fupport  himfelf  by  Labour,  is  reafonable ;  and  that  he  ought  to  be  allowed  the  fum  of 
twenty  Pounds  for  his  prefent  relief,  and  the  further  fum  of  ten  Pounds,  per  Annum, 
during  his  life;  as  a  recompence  for  the  wound  he  received  in  the  fervice  of  this 
Colony. 

The  faid  Refolutions,  being  feverally  read  a  fecond  time,  were,  upon  the  Queftion 
feverally  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

Refolved,  that  the  fum  of  twenty  Pounds  be  paid  to  Dudley  Martin,  a  wounded 
Soldier,  and  that  the  fum  of  ten  Pounds,  per  Annum,  be  paid  to  him,  during  his  life. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Cary  do  carry  the  Refolution  to  the  Council,  and  defire  their  Con- 
currence. 

And  then  the  Houfe  adjourned  till  Tomorrow  Morning,  ten  of  the  Clock. 

1  Not  recorded  as  a  law. 
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Z3uesoar,  fye  20tl)  of  3une,  15  Geo.  Ill,  1775. 

ANOTHER  Member,  having  taken  the  Oaths  appointed  to  be  taken  by  Act  of 
Parliament,  and  repeated  and  fubfcribed  the  Teft,  took  his  place  in  the  Houfe. 
Ordered,  that  Mr  Chriftian  be  added  to  the  Committee  of  Public  Claims. 
An  engroffed  Bill  to  continue  an  Act,  intituled  An  Ad  to  make  provi- 
sion for  the  fupport  and  maintenance  of  Ideots,  Lunatics,  and  other  Perfons  of  unfound 
Minds,  was  read  the  third  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  do  pafs;  and  that  the  Title  be,  An  Ad  to  continue  and  Amend 
an  Ad,  intituled  An  Ad1  to  make  Provifion  for  the  fupport  and  Maintenance  of  Ideots, 
Lunatics,  and  other  Perfons  of  unfound  Minds. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Jones  do  carry  the  Bill  to  the  Council,  and  defire  their  Con- 
currence. 

A  Petition  of  Timothy  Kelly  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe, and  read;  fetting  forth,  «m 
that  the  Petitioner,  having  been  employed  as  a  Guard  to  the  Army,  under  the  Com- 
mand of  the  Governor,  in  the  late  expedition  againft  the  Indian  Towns,  hath,  fince  the 
conclufion  of  the  Peace  with  the  Shawanefe,  remained  with,  and  acted  as.an  Interpretter 
to,  the  Indian  Hoftages  by  direction  of  his  Excellency ;  and  therefore  praying  the  Houfe 
to  make  him  fome  allowance. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Committee 
of  Public  Claims;  and  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  fame, 
with  their  Opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe. 

An  engroffed  Bill  to  continue  An  Act,  intituled  An  Ad  to  prevent  the  exorbitant 
exadions  of  the  Colledors  of  the  County  and  Parifh  levies  was  read  the  third  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  do  pafs;  and  that  the  Title  be,  An  Ad  to  continue  and  amend 
an  Ad  intituled  An  Ad2  to  prevent  the  exorbitant  Exadions,  of  the  Colledors  of  the  County 
and  Parifh  levies. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Jones  do  carry  the  Bill  to  the  Council,  and  defire  their  Concurrence. 

Mr  Digges  reported  from  the  Committee,  to  whom  the  Bill  to  dock  the  intail  of 
certain  Lands,  in  the  County  of  York,  whereof  Robert  Matthews  and  Anne  his  Wife  are 
feifed,  in  her  right,  and  for  fettling  other  Lands  to  the  fame  Ufes,  was  committed,  that 
the  Committee  had  examined  the  Allegations  of  the  Bill,  and  found  the  fame  to  be  true ; 
and  that  the  Committee  had  gone  through  the  Bill,  and  made  feveral  Amendments 
thereunto,  which  they  had  directed  him  to  report  to  the  Houfe ;  and  he  read  the  Report 
in  his  Place,  and  afterwards  delivered  the  Bill,  with  the  Amendments,  in  at  the  Clerk's 
Table ;  where  the  Amendments  were  once  read  throughout,  and  then,  a  fecond  time  one  466 
by  one,  and,  upon  the  Queftion  feverally  put  thereupon,  were  agreed  to  by  the 
Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  the  Bill,  with  the  Amendments  be  engroffed. 

An  engroffed  Bill  for  appointing  Commiffioners  to  ratify  and  confirm  the  late 
treaty  of  Peace  with  the  Ohio  Indians,  was  read  the  third  Time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  do  pafs;  and  that  the  Title  be,  An  Ad*  for  appointing  Com- 
miffioners to  ratify  and  confirm  the  late  Treaty  of  Peace  with  the  Ohio  Indians. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Treafurer  do  carry  the  Bill  to  the  Council,  and  defire  their  Con- 
currence. 

Mr  Nelfon  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  according  to  Order,  a  Bill  to  impower  Truftees 
to  fell  certain  intailed  Lands,  whereof  William  Digges,  the  younger,  Efquire,  is  feifed, 
and  for  fettling  other  Lands  and  Slaves,  to  be  purchafed,  in  lieu  thereof ;  and  the  fame 
was  received,  and  read  the  firft  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  fecond  time. 

An  engroffed  Bill  to  repeal  the  Act  of  General  Affembly,  made  in  the  twelfth  Year 
of  the  Reign  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  intituled  An  Ad*  to  amend  an  Ad,  intituled  An  Ad 
for  better  prefervation  of  the  breed  of  Deer  and  preventing  unlawful  hunting  fo  far  as  the 
fame  relates  to  certain  Counties  was  read  the  third  time. 

Refolved, 
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Refolved,  that  the  Bill  do  pafs;  and  that  the  Title  be,  An  Ad  to  repeal  part  of  the 
Ad  of  General  Affembly,  made  in  the  twelfth  Year  of  the  Reign  of  his  prefent  Majefty, 
intituled  An  Ad1  to  amend  An  Ad,  intituled  An  Ad  for  better  preservation  of  the  breed  of 
Deer,  and  preventing  unlawful  hunting. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Carrington  do  carry  the  Bill  to  the  Council,  and  defire  their  Con- 
currence. 
456  The  order  of  the  Day  being  read,  for  taking  into  Confideration  the  Report,  which 

was  made  from  the  Committee,  to  whom  the  Bill  for  appointing  an  Agent,  was  com- 
mitted ; 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Report  be  taken  into  Confideration  Tomorrow. 

The  other  order  of  the  Day  being  read ; 

Ordered,  that  the  Call  of  the  Houfe  be  further  adjourned  till  Tomorrow. 

Mr  Jones  reported  from  the  Committee  for  Courts  of  Juftice,  to  whom  the  Petition 
of  the  Attorney's,  practicing  in  the  County  Courts  of  Augufta,  Dunmore,  Frederick, 
Hampshire,  and  Berkeley,  was  referred,  that  the  Committee  had  examined  the  matter 
of  the  faid  Petition,  and  had  come  to  feveral  Refolutions,  which  they  had  diredled  him 
to  report  to  the  Houfe ;  and  he  read  the  Report  in  his  Place,  and  afterwards  delivered 
in  at  the  Clerk's  Table ;  where  the  Refolutions  of  the  Committee  were  read,  and  are  as 
followeth,  viz. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  fo  much  of  the  faid  Petition 
as  relates  to  the  alteration  of  the  Court  Day  of  the  faid  County  of  Dunmore,  from  the 
fourth  Tuefday,  in  each  Month,  to  the  fecond  Monday,  and  alfo  the  Court-Day  of  the 
faid  County  of  H amp f hire,  from  the  fecond  Tuefday  in  each  Month,  to  the  laft  Monday 
is  reafonable. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  refidue  of  the  faid 
Petition  be  rejected. 

The  faid  Refolutions,  being  read  a  fecond  time,  were  upon  the  Queftion  feverally 
put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  a  Bill  be  brought  in  purfuant  to  the  firft  of  the  faid  Refolutions ;  and 
that  the  faid  Committee  do  prepare,  and  bring  in  the  fame. 

A  Bill  to  revive  an  Adt,  intituled  An  Ad2  for  reducing  the  feveral  Ads  of  Affembly, 
for  making  Provifion  againft  invafwns  and  infurredions,  into  one  Ad,  was  read  a  fecond 
time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  committed. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe. 

Refolved,  that  this  Houfe  will,  Tomorrow,  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  Houfe  upon  the  faid  Bill. 

A  Bill  to  revive  an  A<ft,  intituled  An  Ad*  for  the  better  regulating  and  difciplining 
the  Militia,  was  read  a  fecond  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  committed. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe. 

Refolved,  that  this  Houfe  will,  Tomorrow,  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  Houfe  upon  the  faid  Bill. 

A  Bill  for  diffolving  the  Veftry  of  Frederick  Parifh,  in  the  County  of  Frederick, 
was  read  a  fecond  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  committed  to  the  Committee  for  Religion. 

A  Meffage  from  the  Council  by  Mr  Blair: 

Mr  Speaker, 

The  Council  have  agreed  to  the  Bill,  intituled  An  Act4  to  dock  the  intail  of  certain 
Lands,  whereof  James  Scott,  the  younger,  is  feifed,  and  for  fettling  other  lands  in  lieu 
thereof,  without  any  Amendment;  and  alfo, 

The 
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The  Council  have  agreed  to  the  Bill,  intituled  An  AcV  for  eftablifhing  the  Town  of 
Helenfburg  without  any  Amendment. 

And  then  the  Meffenger  withdrew. 

A  Bill  to  amend  an  A<51,  intituled  An  Ad'  to  regulate  the  Inoculation  of  the  Small 
Pox,  within  this  Colony  was  read  a  second  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  be  committed  to  the  Committee  of  Propofitions  and  Griev-  468 
ances. 

Mr  Richard  Lee  reported  from  the  Committee  of  public  Claims,  to  whom  feveral 
Petitions  were  referred,  that  the  Committee  had  examined  the  matters  of  the  faid 
Petitions,  and  come  to  feveral  Refolutions,  which  they  had  directed  him  to  report 
to  the  Houfe;  and  he  read  the  report  in  his  Place,  and  afterwards  delivered  it  in 
at  the  Clerk's  Table ;  where  the  Refolutions  of  the  Committee  were  read  and  are  as 
followeth,  viz. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  Petition  of  Abraham 
Hite,  Thomas  Rutherford,  and  James  Wood,  to  be  allowed  for  their  Service,  in  opening 
a  Road  from  the  Frontiers  of  this  Colony,  to  Fort  Pitt  on  the  Ohio,  is  reafonable ;  and 
that  the  faid  Abraham  Hite  ought  to  be  allowed  the  fum  of  eighteen  Pounds  and  fifteen 
Shillings,  the  faid  Thomas  Rutherford,  the  fum  of  nine  Pounds,  and  the  faid  James  Wood 
the  fum  of  twelve  Pounds  and  fifteen  fhillings,  for  the  faid  Service. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  Petition  of  John  James 
Wood,  Henry  Baker,  and  John  Wood,  to  be  allowed  for  their  travelling,  attendance,  and 
ferriages,  as  Witneffes  for  the  King  againft  Jofeph  Fry  and  others  for  a  mifdemeanor, 
is  reafonable,  and  that  the  faid  John  James  Wood  and  Henry  Baker  ought  to  be  allowed 
feven  hundred  and  fifty  two  pounds  of  Tobacco,  each,  and  the  faid  John  Wood  nine 
hundred  and  two  pounds  of  Tobacco,  for  the  fame. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  Petition  of  James  Gait 
to  be  allowed,  for  himfelf,  as  keeper,  and  for  his  Wife,  as  Matron,  of  the  public  Hofpital, 
is  reafonable ;  and  that  the  Petitioner  ought  to  be  allowed  for  the  fame,  at  the  rate  of 
one  hundred  Pounds,  per  Annum,  from  the  thirteenth  day  of  September,  1773,  to  the 
twentieth  day  of  June,  1775,  out  of  which  allowance  is  to  be  deducted  the  fum  of  one  ** 
hundred  Pounds,  he  having  already  received  fo  much  from  the  Treafury,  by  order  of  the 
Court  of  Directors;  fo  that  the  balance,  now  remaining  to  be  paid  him,  by  the  Public, 
is  Seventy  feven  Pounds  one  fhilling  and  eight  pence. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  fum  of  one  hundred 
Pounds,  per  Annum,  ought  to  be  allowed  to  the  faid  James  Gait,  for  his  Salary,  as 
keeper  of  the  Public  Hofpital. 

The  two  firft  Refolutions  of  the  Committee,  being  feverally  read  a  fecond  time, 
were,  upon  the  Queftion  feverally  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

The  third  Refolution  of  the  Committee,  being  read  a  fecond  time,  an  Amendment 
was  propofed  to  be  made  thereunto,  by  leaving  out  the  Words,  "one  hundred,"  and 
inferting  the  words,  "one  hundred  and  twenty  five,"  inftead  thereof. 

And  the  Queftion  being  put,  that  the  Words,  "one  hundred"  ftand  part  of  the  faid 
Refolution ; 

It  paffed  in  the  Negative. 

And  the  Queftion  being  put,  that  the  Words  "one  hundred  and  twenty  five"  be  in- 
ferted  inftead  thereof; 

It  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Another  Amendment  was  propofed  to  be  made  to  the  faid  Refolution,  by 
leaving  out  the  Words,  "Seventy  feven  Pounds  one  fhilling  and  eight  pence,"  and 
inferting  the  Words  "One  hundred  and  twenty  one  Pounds  and  feven  fhillings,"  inftead 
thereof. 

And 
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*°  And  the  Qneftion  being  put,  that  the  Words,  "Seventy  (even  Pounds  one  fhillir.g 

and  eight  pence,"  ftand  part  of  the  faid  Refolution; 

It  paffed  in  the  Negative. 

And  the  Queftion  being  put  that  the  Words,  "one  hundred  and  twenty  one  Pounds 
and  (even  Shillings"  be  inferted  inftead  thereof; 

It  was  refolved  in  the  Affirmative. 

Refolved,  that  this  Houfe  doth  agree  with  the  Committee  in  the  faid  Refolution, 
fo  amended,  that  the  Petition  of  James  Gait  to  be  allowed,  for  himfelf,  as  keeper,  ami 
for  his  Wife,  as  Matron,  of  the  Public  Hofpital,  is  reafonable ;  and  that  the  Petitioner 
ought  to  be  allowed  for  the  fame,  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  five  Pounds, 
per  Annum,  from  the  thirteenth  day  of  September,  1773,  to  the  twentieth  day  of  June, 
1775,  out  of  which  allowance  is  to  be  deducted  the  fum  of  one  hundred  Pounds,  he 
having  already  received  fo  much  from  the  Treafurer,  by  order  of  the  Court  of  Directors ; 
fo  that  the  balance,  now  remaining  to  be  paid  him  by  the  Public,  is  one  hundred  and 
twenty  one  Pounds  and  feven  fhillings. 

The  fubfequent  Refolution  of  the  Committee  being  read  a  fecond  time,  an  amend- 
ment was  propofed  to  be  made  thereunto,  by  inferting,  after  the  Word,  "Keeper," 
the  Words  "and  the  further  fum  of  twenty  five  Pounds  per  Annum  for  the  fervices  of  his 
Wife,  as  Matron." 

And  the  faid  Amendment  was,  upon  the  Queftion  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the 
Houfe. 

Refolved,  that  this  Houfe  doth  agree  with  the  Committee,  in  the  faid  Refolution  fo 
amended. 
4«  Refolved,  that  the  fum  of  one  hundred  Pounds,  per  Annum,  be  paid  to  James  Gait, 

for  his  Salary,  as  Keeper,  and  that  the  further  fum  of  twenty  five  Pounds,  per  Annum, 
be  paid  to  him,  for  the  fervices  of  his  Wife,  as  Matron,  of  the  public  Hofpital. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Richard  Lee  do  carry  the  Refolution  to  the  Council,  and  defire 
their  Concurrence. 

Mr  Nelfon  reported  from  the  Committee  of  Trade,  to  whom  the  Report  of  the 
Perfons  named  in  the  Act  of  General  Affembly,  made  in  the  twelfth  Year  of  his  prefent 
Majefty,  intituled  An  Ad'  for  opening  the  falls  of  James  River,  by  Subfcription,  and  for 
other  purpofes,  was  referred,  that  the  Committee  had  come  to  feveral  Refolutions, 
which  they  had  directed  him  to  report  to  the  Houfe ;  and  he  read  the  Report  in  his  place 
and  afterwards  delivered  it  in  at  the  Clerk's  Table ;  where  the  Refolutions  of  the  Com- 
mittee were  read,  and  are  as  followeth,  viz: 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  following  Allowances 
ought  to  be  made  to  the  Perfons  hereinafter  named  for  Expences  and  other  difburfe- 
ments  attending  the  Surveys  and  making  the  Eftimates,  in  the  faid  Report  mentioned, 
viz. 

To  James  Holt,  Efquire  for  Cafh  paid  the  Norfolk  ^ 

chain  carriers,  for  3  days  attendance  and  finding  >  j£  2  .    2  .    6 . 

them  Provifions.  ) 

To  James  Holt  Efquire  for  Cafh  paid  Ifaac  Hil-  ) 

drith's  Expences  in  viewing  the  Lands.  j 

To  James  Holt  for  Cafh  paid  James  Taits  Ex-  ") 

pences,  viewing  lands,  and  travelling  from  and  >  2.14.    2. 

to  Williamfburg.  j 

To   Peter   Singleton,   for   Cafh  paid  the  Princefs  1 

Anne  Chain  Carriers,  for  2  days  attendance,  >  2 .    5 . 

and  finding  them  Provifions.  ) 

To  Jofiah  Ives,  deputy  Surveyor  of  Norfolk  for  his  ) 

Services.  j 

To 


1 . 14.    6. 


7 .  10. 
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To  Thomas  Reynolds  Walker,  Surveyor  of  Princefs 

Anne,  for  his  Services. 
To  Ifaac  Hildrith,  for  his  Services  for  taking  a  \  m 

level  drawing  Plan  of  a  Lock,  viewing  the  lands,  15. 

and  making  an  Eftimate. 
To  James  Tait,  for  his  Services,  going  from  Williamf- 

burg,  viewing  the  Lands,  and  making  an  Eftimate. 


7 .    10. 


Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  further  Confideration 
of  the  faid  Report  be  deferred  till  the  next  Seffion  of  General  Affembly. 

The  faid  Refolutions,  being  feverally  read  a  fecond  time,  were,  upon  the  Queftion 
feverally  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

A  Petition  of  John  Pinkney  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read;  fetting  forth, 
that  he  performed  the  duty  of  .Printer  to  the  Colony,  for  nine  Months,  from  the  death 
of  Mra  Rind,  until  the  appointment  of  Mr  Purdie  to  that  Office;  and  therefore  praying 
that  the  ufual  Salary  of  the  Public  Printer  be  paid  to  the  Petitioner,  for  the  time  afore- 
faid. 

Refolved,  that  the  fum  of  three  hundred  and  thirty  feven  Pounds  and  ten  fhillings 
be  paid  to  John  Pinkney,  for  performing  the  duty  of  public  Printer,  fince  the  death  of 
Mrs  Rind. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Henry  Lee  do  carry  the  Refolution  to  the  Council,  and  defire 
their  Concurrence. 

A  Meffage  from  the  Council  by  Mr  Blair: 

Mr  Speaker, 

I  am  commanded  by  the  Council  to  deliver  to  this  Houfe  a  paper,  which  they  have 
received  from  the  Governor,  as  his  Excellency's  anfwer  to  the  laft  joint  Addrefs  of  the  Council 
and  of  this  Houfe;  and  he  prefented  the  faid  Paper  at  the  Bar. 

And  then  the  Meffenger  withdrew. 

The  faid  Paper  was  read,  and  is  as  followeth,  viz. 

Experience  having  fhewn  the  Infecurity  of  the  Publick  Magazine,  and  the  Palace  4^ 
having  hitherto  been  refpeded,  I  think  it  improper  to  give  any  other  orders  than  that  the 
Arms  belonging  to  the  King,  which    have  for  fo  many    Years   been   lodged   may  ftill 
remain  there;   and  that  they  may   on  no   Account  be   touched  without  my  exprefs  per- 
miffion. 

Mr  Cary  reported  that  the  joint  Addrefs  of  the  Council  and  this  Houfe,  of  Saturday 
laft,  and  the  two  Addreffes  of  this  Houfe,  of  the  fame  Day,  and  likewife  the  Addrefs 
of  Yefterday,  to  the  Governor,  had  been  feverally  prefented  to  his  Excellency,  who 
directed  him  to  acquaint  the  Houfe  that  he  had  fent  his  Anfwer,  to  the  firft,  to  the  Coun- 
cil, and  delivered  to  him  two  Papers,  in  Anfwer  to  the  fecond  and  third  Addreffes, 
which  Papers  he  delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's  Table,  and  which  were  read,  and  are  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit 

This  Addrefs  acknowledging  the  higheft  Senfe  of  the  Services  I  rendered  to  this  Country 
on  the  late  Indian  Expedition,  though  late  will  ftill,  I  hope,  do  credit  to  the  Juftice  of  the 
Houfe  of  Burgeffes. 

As  the  Care  Cuftody  and  difpofal  of  publick  Stores  of  Amunition  belong  alone  to  the 
Kings  Reprefentative,  I  cannot  confent  to  return  the  Powder,  lately  removed  from  the  Maga- 
zine, to  Williamfburg,  which,  experience  has  demonftrated  to  me,  is  an  improper  place 
for  the  residence  of  the  Governor,  therefore  as  I  could  not  attend  to  its  prefervation,  I  coidd 
not  confequently  depend  upon  its  being  in  fecurity  there:  the  Powder  in  queftion  befides, 
you  have  already  been  acquainted  belonged  to  one  of  His  Majefty's  Ships;  I  am  therefore 
in  a  particular  manner  accountable  for  it;  but,  as  I  have  before  declared,  I  fhall  be  ready 
to  apply  it,  if  I  find  it  wanted  for  the  Protection  of  the  Colony. 

The 
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464  The  duty  upon  the  Tonnage  of  all  Veffels  trading  to  this  Colony    has  been  applied 

as  I  conceive  the  Ad  which  itnpofes  that  Duty  authorises,  towards  the  regular  and  neceffary 
charges  of  Government,  which  without  this  fund  could  not  have  been  fupported  and  there- 
fore requires  it  all.  This  Colony  has  hitherto  been  preserved  from  Invafion  and  Infur- 
redion  by  the  Care  and  attention  of  Government;  and  you  have  a  very  late  Inftance  of  its 
exertion,  through  the  means  of  which  the  Country  has  been  refcued  from  the  deftrudion  it 
was  threatened  with,  which  as  it  proves  the  contrary  of  an  inattention  to  any  matters  effential 
to  the  prefervation  of  this  Colony,  So  it  expofes  the  injuftice  of  your  prefent  attempt,  if  it 
does  not  induce  you  to  forbear  others,  of  bringing  your  legal  and  Conftitutional  Government, 
at  this  unhappy  Conjundure,  into  discredit  among  the  People. 

As  to  your  requeft  that  I  order  a  certain  quantity  of  Arms,  Powder  and  other  Military 
Stores  to  be  provided; — When  you  have  complied  with  the  requisition  Submitted  to  your 
confederation  in  confequence  of  the  Joint  addrefs  of  the  Council  and  Houfe  of  Burgeffes 
offering  to  concur  in  any  meafure  proper  for  my  Security,  which  requifition  has  been  taken 
no  notice  of;  and  when  the  legal  executive  Power  of  Government  is  reftored,  and  I  may 
with  certainty  rely  that  Arms  Powder  and  other  Military  Stores  Will  be  employed  no  other- 
wife  than  as  I  fhall  dired,  who  as  his  Majefty's  Reprefentative  have  the  fole  Authority  in 
the  Cafe,  then  I  fhall  be  happy,  with  the  means  you  furnifh  me,  to  provide  everything,  and 
I  promife  you  no  attention  fhall  be  negleded,  which  may  be  requisite  for  fecuring  the  Inhabi- 
tants of  Virginia  from  Invafion  and  Infurredion. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Papers  in  Anfwer  to  the  faid  Addreffes  be  taken  into  Con- 
sideration Tomorrow. 
m  Mr  Cary  alio,  reported,  that  his  Excellency  directed  him  to  acquaint  the  Houfe, 

that  he  would  fend  an  Anfwer  to  the  laft  Addrefs,  if  he  fhould  find  that  it  required 
one: 

Ordered,  that  the  thanks  of  this  Houfe  be  given  to  Captain  James  Innes,  of  the 
Voluntier  Company  of  Williamfburg,  and  the  Perfons  employed  by  him  to  guard  the 
public  Magazine  in  this  City,  for  the  Alacrity,  fidelity,  and  Activity  with  which  they 
undertook  and  performed  that  Service;  and  that  Mr  Braxton  do  acquaint  him 
herewith. 

Ordered,  that  the  Committee  of  public  Claims  do  ftate  an  Account  of  all  fums  of 
Money  due  from  the  public  for  Slaves  condemned  and  executed,  and  of  fuch  other 
Claims  as  have  been  agreed  by  the  Houfe  to  be  paid  to  the  Claimants,  except  thofe 
in  the  Refolves  for  payment  of  which  the  Council  have  concurred,  and  report  the  fame 
with  the  Salaries  to  the  Officers  of  the  General  Affembly  in  a  Schedule,  to  the 
Houfe. 

And  then  the  Houfe  adjourned  till  Tomorrow  Morning  ten  of  the  Clock. 


We&nesoa?,  tye  2Ut  of  Tluiie,  15  <b*o.  tit  1775. 

THE    Houfe,  according,  to  order,  proceeded   to  take   into  Consideration  the 
Papers  fent  by  the  Governor  in  anfwer  to  the  addrefs  of  the  Council  and 
this  Houfe,  and  to  the  Addreffes  of  this  Houfe. 
And  the  faid  Papers  were  read. 
Refolved,  that  a  free  conference  be  defired  with  the  Council  upon  feveral  important 
matters,  refpedling  the  ftate  of  this  Colony,  and  the  fubjedl  matter  of  his  Excellency 
the  Governor's  meffage,  in  anfwer  to  the  joint  Addrefs  of  the  Council  and   this 
Houfe. 

Ordered,   that  Mr   Bland   do  go  to  the  Council,  and  defire  the  faid   free   Con- 
ference. 

A 
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A  Meffage  from  the  Council  by  Mr  Blair: 

Mr  Speaker, 

The  Council  do  agree  to  the  free  Conference  defired  by  this  Houfe,  and  have  appointed 
three  of  their  Members,  who  are  now  ready  in  the  Conference  Chamber,  to  meet  the  Managers 
for  this  Houfe. 

And  then  the  Meffenger  withdrew. 

Ordered,  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  manage  the  faid  Conference : 

And  a  Committee  was  appointed  of  Mr  Bland,  Mr  Treasurer,  Mr  Cary,  Mr  Digges, 
Mr  Jones,  and  Mr  Nelfon. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Managers  for  this  Houfe  do  lay  before  the  Managers  for  the 
Council  the  feveral  Depofitions  taken  by  order  of  this  Houfe,  upon  the  inquiry  into  the 
caufes  of  the  late  difturbances,  and  that  they  communicate  to  them  the  Addrefs  of 
this  Houfe,  requefting  his  Lordfhip  to  return  the  Powder  removed  from  the  public 
Magazine,  by  his  order  and  that  he  would  be  pleafed  to  provide  a  proper  quantity 
of  Arms  and  Ammunition  for  the  neceffary  fecurity  and  defence  of  this  Country, 
together  with  his  Lordfhip's  anfwer  thereto.  To  propofe  to  the  Council  to  join 
this  Houfe  in  a  proper  Addrefs  to  his  Excellency,  in  reply  to  his  Meffage,  in  an- 
fwer to  their  former  joint  Addrefs,  and  alfo  on  the  fubjecl;  of  the  feveral  Papers,  to  be 
communicated  to  them.  To  reprefent  to  his  Excellency  how  much  the  important 
bufinefs  of  the  Seffion  hath  been  impeded  by  his  removal  from  the  palace,  by  which  the 
neceffary,  and  free  accefs  to  his  Lordfhip,  which  we  conceive  the  conftitution  intitles 
us  to,  hath  been  cut  off  in  a  great  meafure ;  that  there  are  feveral  Bills  of  the  laft  import- 
ance to  this  Country  now  ready  to  be  prefented  to  his  Excellency  for  his  Affent,  and 
that  tho'  both  Houfes,  in  hopes  of  preferving  that  harmony,  which  they  wifh  ever  to 
fubfift  between  the  different  Branches  of  the  legiflature,  have  hitherto  fubmitted  to 
the  great  inconvenience  of  travelling  twelve  Miles,  and  going  on  board  one  of  his  Majefty's 
Ships,  to  deliver  their  feveral  Addreffes ;  yet  they  think  it  would  be  highly  improper,  and 
a  ftep  not  warranted  by  any  principle  of  the  Conftitution,  to  prefent  their  Bills  in  the 
fame  manner.  That  they  therefore  defire  his  Lordfhip  will  be  pleafed  to  meet  them  in 
the  Capitol,  or,  if  he  is  determined  not  to  do  this,  that  he  would  be  pleafed  at  leaft  to 
come  on  fhore,  and  they  will  wait  upon  his  Excellency  in  York  town,  upon  having  his 
pleafure  fignified  to  them.  That  as  the  advanced  feafon  of  the  Year  requires  our 
fpeedy  return  to  our  feveral  Counties,  we  hope  his  lordfhip  will  be  pleafed  to  give  us 
his  ultimate  anfwer,  as  foon. 

Then  the  names  of  the  Managers  were  called  over;  and  they  went  to  the 
Conference. 

And  being  returned; 

Mr  Bland  reported,  that  the  Managers  had  been  at  the  Conference  with  the  Council, 
and  had  laid  before  them  the  feveral  Depofitions  taken  by  order  of  this  Houfe  upon  the 
inquiry  into  the  caufes  of  the  late  difturbances,  and  communicated  to  them  the  Addrefs 
of  this  Houfe,  requefting  his  lordfhip  to  return  the  Powder  removed  from  the  Pub  He 
Magazine  by  his  Order,  and  that  he  would  be  pleafed  to  provide  a  proper  quantity  of 
Arms  and  Ammunition  for  the  neceffary  fecurity  and  defence  of  this  Country,  together 
with  his  Lordfhip's  anfwer  thereto,  and  propofed  to  the  Council  to  join  this  Houfe  in 
a  proper  addrefs  to  his  Excellency,  in  reply  to  his  Meffage,  in  anfwer  to  their  former 
joint  Addrefs,  and  alfo  on  the  fubject  of  the  feveral  Papers  communicated  to  them. 
And  that  the  Council  agreed  to  join  this  Houfe  in  the  faid  Addrefs ;  and  that  the  Mana- 
gers for  this  Houfe  had  drawn  up  a  joint  Addrefs  accordingly,  which  was  carried  to 
the  Council  for  their  Concurrence. 

A  Meffage  from  the  Council  by  Mr  Blair : 

Mr 
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Mr  Speaker, 

The  Council  have  agreed  to  the  joint  A  ddrefs  to  be  presented  to  the  Governor,  prepared 
by  the  Committees  of  the  Council  and  of  this  Houfe;  and  he  prefented  the  taid  addref s  at 
the  Bar. 

And  then  the  Meffenger  withdrew. 

The  faid  Addrefs  was  read,  and  is  as  followeth,  viz. 

My  Lord, 

We  his  Majefty's  dutiful  and  loyal  fubjeds,  the  Council  and  Houfe  of  Burgeffes  of 
Virginia  have  received  your  lordfhip's  Anfwer  to  our  joint  Addrefs,  by  which  we  repre- 
fented  to  your  Excellency  how  very  infecure  we  thought  the  publick  Arms  in  the  Palace, 
fince  your  Lordfhip's  removal  from  thence,  and  requefted  that  your  Lordfhip  would  be 
pleafed  to  order  them  to  be  ftored  in  the  publick  Magazine,  judging  this  a  Repofitory  of 
much  greater  Security. 

You  are  pleafed  to  tell  us,  that  Experience  hath  fhewn  the  Infecurity  of  the  Magazine, 
and  that,  as  the  Palace  hath  hitherto  been  refpeded,  you  thought  it  improper  to  give  any 
other  Orders,  than  that  the  Arms  belonging  to  the  King,  which  have  for  fo  many  Years 
been  lodged,  may  ftill  remain,  in  the  Palace;  and  that  they  may,  on  no  account  be  touched 
without  your  exprefs  Permiffion.  Though  thefe  Arms,  my  Lord,  may  be  confidered,  in 
fome  fort  as  belonging  to  his  Majefty,  as  the  fupreme  Head  of  this  Government  and  that 
m  they  are  properly  under  your  Lordfhip's  Diredion,  yet  we  humbly  conceive  that  they  were 
originally  provided,  and  have  been  preferved,  for  the  Ufe  of  the  Country,  in  Cafes  of  Emer- 
gency. 

We  would  not  wifh  to  interfere  with  your  Lordfhip's  Authority.  Of  this  Difpofition 
we  prefume  our  former  Addrefs  afforded  the  ftrongeft  Teftimony;  but  the  Reflection  that 
thefe  Arms  are  fo  much  expofed,  that  they  may  eafily  be  made  the  moft  improper  and 
deftrudive  ufe  of,  is  to  us  extremely  alarming. 

The  Palace,  my  Lord,  hath  indeed  been  hitherto  much  refpeded,  but  not  fo  much  out 
of  Regard  to  the  Building  as  the  Refidence  of  his  Majefty's  Reprefentative.  Had  your 
Lordfhip  thought  fit  to  remain  there,  we  fhoidd  have  had  no  Apprehenfions  of  Danger; 
but,  confldering  thefe  Arms  at  prefent  expofed  to  your  Servants,  and  every  rude  Invader, 
the  fecurity  formerly  derived  from  your  Lordfhip's  Prefence  cannot  now  be  relied  on. 

In  your  Lordfhip's  Anfwer  to  an  Addrefs  of  the  Houfe  of  Burgeffes,  you  are  pleafed 
to  fay,  that  Experience  has  demonftrated  to  you  that  the  City  of  Williamfburg  is  an  improper 
Place  for  the  Refidence  of  our  Governor,  and  give  it  as  a  Reafon  for  not  returning  the  Powder, 
according  to  your  own  voluntary  Promife  made  to  the  Houfe,  that  you  could  not  attend  to 
its  prefervation,  nor  depend  on  its  Security,  if  returned  to  the  Magazine.  We  fhould 
fuppofe,  my  Lord,  that  your  Excellency's  Attention  to  the  Arms  would  be  equally  neceffary 
for  their  Security,  as  you  know  the  Palace  ftands  on  the  Edge  of  the  City;  and  we  fhould, 
for  this  Reafon,  imagine  it  more  likely  to  be  rifled  than  the  Magazine,  in  the  midft  of  it. 
Befides,  fhould  it  be  thought  neceffary,  a  proper  Guard  might  be  kept  at  the  Magazine, 
m  which  we  did  not  think  fo  decent  to  propofe  for  your  Lordfhip's  Palace.  Our  Apprehen- 
fions, my  Lord,  have  been  not  a  little  encreafed  by  confidering  the  feveral  Depofitions  taken 
by  order  of  the  Houfe  of  Burgeffes;  we  decline  commenting  upon  them,  but  fubmit  to  the 
World  from  whence  the  unhappy  Difturbances  in  this  Colony  took  their  Rife.  We  muft, 
my  Lord,  once  more  entreat  your  Excellency  to  order  the  Arms  to  be  removed  to  the  public 
Magazine. 

We  cannot,  my  Lord,  decline  reprefenting  to  you  that  the  important  Bufinefs  of  this 
Affembly  hath  been  much  impeded  by  your  Excellency's  Removal  from  the  Palace.  This 
Step  has  deprived  us  of  the  neceffary  and  free  Accefs  to  your  Lordfhip,  which  we  conceive 
the  Conftitution  entitles  us  to.  There  are  feveral  Bills  of  the  laft  Importance  to  this  Country, 
now  ready  to  be  prefented  to  your  Excellency  for  your  Affent. 

We 


[  274  ] 

We  have  hitherto,  my  Lord,  in  hopes  of  preferring  that  Harmony,  which  we  wifh  ever 
to  fubfift  between  all  the  Branches  of  our  Legislature,  fubmitted  to  the  great  Inconvenience 
of  fending  our  Members  twelve  Miles  to  wait  on  your  Excellency,  on  board  one  of  his  Ma- 
feftys  Ships  of  War,  to  prefent  our  fever al  Addreffes;  but  we  think  it  would  be  highly 
improper,  and  too  great  a  Departure  from  the  Conftitutional  and  accuftomed  Mode  of  tranf- 
afting  the  Bufinefs  of  the  Affembly,  to  meet  your  Excellency  at  any  other  Place  than  the 
Capitol  to  prefent  fuch  Bills  as  have  there  been  agreed  to  by  the  Council  and  Houfe  of  Bur- 
geffes.  We  muft,  therefore,  befeech  your  Excellency  to  return  to  us;  and  as  the  advanced 
Seafon  of  the  Year  requires  our  Pre  fence  in  our  fever  al  Counties,  we  hope  your  Lor  df hip 
will  be  pleafed  to  favour  us  with  your  fpeedy  and  ultimate  anfwer,  that  we  may  certainly 
know  what  to  depend  upon. 

The  faid  Addrefs  being  read  a  fecond  time;  «i 

Refolved,  that  the  Houfe  doth  agree  with  the  Council  in  the  faid  Addrefs,  to  be  pre- 
fented  to  the  Governor. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Excellency  by  Mr  Cary,  Mr 
Attorney  General,  Mr  Lewis,  and  Mr  Christian,  in  conjunction  with  fuch  of  the  Council 
as  fhall  be  appointed  to  join  with  them. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Bland  do  go  to  the  Council,  and  acquaint  them,  that  this  Houfe 
hath  appointed  four  of  their  Members  to  prefent  the  faid  Addrefs  to  the  Governor,  in 
conjunction  with  fuch  of  the  Council  as  fhall  be  appointed  for  that  purpofe. 

An  engroffed  Bill  to  dock  the  intail  of  certain  Lands,  in  the  County  of  York,  whereof 
Robert  Matthews  and  Anne  his  Wife  are  feifed  in  her  Right,  and  for  fettling  other  Lands, 
to  the  fame  Ufes,  was  read  the  third  time. 

Refolved,  that  the  Bill  do  pafs;  and  that  the  Title  be,  An  Ad1  to  dock  the  intail  of 
certain  Lands,  in  the  County  of  York,  whereof  Robert  Matthews  and  Anne  his  Wife 
are  feifed  in  her  Right,  and  for  fettling  other  Lands  and  Slaves  to  the  fame  Ufes. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Digges  do  carry  the  Bill  to  the  Council,  and  defire  their  Concur- 
rence. 

A  Meffage  from  the  Council  by  Mr  Blair: 

Mr  Speaker, 

The  Council  have  agreed  to  the  Bill,  intituled  An  Act3  for  appointing  Commiffioners 
to  fettle  the  Accounts  of  the  Militia,  lately  drawn  out  into  actual  Service,  and  for  making 
Provifion  to  pay  the  fame,  without  any  Amendment;  and  alfo, 

The  Council  have  agreed  to  the  Bill,  intituled  An  Act3  for  raifing  a  Capital  fum  of  *n 
forty  thoufand  Pounds  Sterling  by  Subfcription,  and  eftablifhing  a  Company  for  open- 
ing and  extending  the  navigation  of  the  River  Potowmack,  without  any  Amendment; 
and  alfo, 

The  Council  have  agreed  to  the  Bill,  intituled,  An  Act4  to  veft  certain  intailed  lands, 
in  the  County  of  King  William,  in  John  Weft,  Gentleman,  in  fee  fimple,  and  for  other 
purpofes  therein  mentioned,  without  any  Amendment;  and  alfo, 

The  Council  have  agreed  to  the  Bill,  intituled  An  Act5  to  continue  and  amend  an  Act, 
intituled  an  Act  to  make  Provifion  for  the  fupport  and  maintenance  of  Ideots,  Luna- 
tics, and  other  Perfons  of  unfound  minds,  without  any  Amendment;  and  alfo, 

The  Council  have  agreed  to  the  Refolve,  for  paying  an  Annuity  to  John  Dames;  and 
alfo, 

The  Council  have  agreed  to  the  Refolve,  for  paying  a  fum  of  Money,  and  an  Annuity 
to  Dudley  Martin ;  and  alfo, 

The  Council  have  agreed  to  the  Refolve,  for  paying  Salaries  to  the  Keeper  and  Matron 
of  the  public  Hofpital;   and  alfo, 

The  Council  have  agreed  to  the  Refolve,  for  paying  a  fum  of  Money,  and  an  Annuity 
to  Elizabeth  Croley. 

And  then  the  Meffenger  withdrew. 


>   Not  recorded  as  a  law.  *  Herring's,  IX,  p.  61.  3  See  Herring's,  XI,  p.  510. 

■*  Not  recorded  as  a  law.  J  Hening's,  VIII,  p.  378. 
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Mr  Cary  reported  from  the  Committee  of  Public  Claims,  to  whom  it  was  referred 
to  ftate  an  Account  of  all  fums  of  Money  due  from  the  public  for  Slaves  condemned 
and  executed,  and  of  fuch  other  Claims  as  have  been  agreed  by  the  Houfe  to  be  paid 
to  the  Claimants,  except  thofe  in  the  Refolves  for  payment  of  which  the  Council  have 
concurred,  and  to  report  the  fame,  with  the  Salaries  to  the  Officers  of  the  General 
473  Affembly,  in  a  Schedule,  to  the  Houfe,  that  the  Committee  had  ftated  an  Account 
accordingly  in  a  Schedule ;  and  he  read  the  Report  in  his  Place,  and  afterwards  delivered 
it  in  at  the  Clerk's  Table;   where  the  Schedule  was  read. 

Refolved,  that  the  feveral  fums  of  Money,  in  the  faid  Schedule  mentioned,  be  paid 
to  the  Perfons  therein  named,  by  the  Treafurer  out  of  the  Public  Money  in  his 
Hands. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Cary  do  carry  the  Refolution  to  the  Council,  and  defire  their 
Concurrence. 

The  other  Orders  of  the  Day  being  read ; 

Ordered,  that  the  Report,  which  was  made  from  the  Committee,  to  whom  the  Bill, 
for  appointing  an  Agent,  was  committed,  be  taken  into  confideration  Tomorrow. 

Ordered,  that  the  Call  of  the  Houfe  be  further  adjourned  till  Tomorrow. 

Refolved,  that  this  Houfe  will,  Tomorrow,  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  Houfe,  upon  the  Bill  to  revive  an  Ad, «  for  reducing  the  feveral  Ads  of  Affembly, 
for  making  Provifion  againft  Invafions  and  Infurredions,  into  one  Ad. 

Refolved,  that  this  Houfe  will,  Tomorrow,  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  Houfe  upon  the  Bill,  to  revive  an  Act,2  intituled  An  Ad  for  the  better  regulating 
and  difciplining  the  Militia. 

And  then  the  Houfe  adjourned  till  Tomorrow  Morning  ten  of  the  Clock. 


I3l)urs6a?.  tye  22it6  of  Utute,  15  Geo.  III.  1775. 

THE  Orders  of  the  Day  being  read; 
Ordered,  that  the  Call  of  the  Houfe  be  further  adjourned  till  Tomorrow. 
Ordered,  that  the  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  whom  the  Bill,  to 
revive  an  Ad, »  for  reducing  the  feveral  Ads  of  Affembly,  for  making  Provifion 
againft  Invafions  and  Infurredions,  into  one  Ad,  was  committed,  be  difcharged  from 
proceeding  upon  the  faid  Bill. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Bill  do  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Ordered,  that  the  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  whom  the  Bill,  to  revive  an 
Act,  intituled  An  Ad2  for  the  better  regulating  and  difciplining  the  Militia,  was  committed, 
be  difcharged  from  proceeding  upon  the  faid  Bill. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Bill  do  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Ordered,  that  the  order  for  taking  into  Confideration  the  Report,  which  was  made 
from  the  Committee  to  whom  the  Bill  for  appointing  an  Agent,  was  committed,  be 
difcharged. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Report  do  lie  upon  the  Table. 

A  Member  returned  upon  a  new  Writ,  having  taken  the  Oaths  appointed  to  be 
taken  by  Act  of  Parliament,  and  repeated  and  fubfcribed  the  Teft,  took  his  Place  in 
the  Houfe. 

Mr  Cary  reported,  that  the  joint  Addrefs  of  the  Council  and  this  Houfe,  of  Yefterday, 
to  the  Governor,  had  been  prefented  to  his  Excellency,  who  delivered  to  him  an  Anfwer 
thereunto,  which  he  delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's  Table,  and  which  was  read,  and  is  in  the 
Words  following,  viz. 

Gentlemen 

'  Hening's,  VIII,  p.  514.  •  Ibid.,  VIII,  p.  503. 
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Gentlemen  of  the  Council,  and  Houfe  0}  Burgeffes, 

J  have  already  declared  my  intentions  in  regard  of  the  Arms  at  the  Palace;  and  I  con- 
ceive The  Council  and  Houfe  of  Burgeffes  are  interfering  in  a  Matter  which  does  not  belong 
to  them.  I  fhoidd  be  glad  to  be  informed  who  they  defign  by  the  Terms  rude  Invaders, 
which  they  have  made  ufe  of. 

The  Disorders  in  Williamfburg  and  other  parts  of  the  Country,  drove  me  to  the  Neceffvty 
of  changing  my  place  of  Refidence,  and  if  any  inconvenience  had  arifen  to  the  Affembly 
on  that  Account  I  am  not  chargeable  with  it;  but  they  have  not  been  deprived  of  any  neceffary 
nor  free  accefs  to  me.  The  Conftitution  Vefts  me  with  an  undoubted  power  to  call  the 
Affembly  for  the  bnfinefs  of,  to  any  place  in  the  Colony  exigency  may  require.  Not  having 
been  made  acquainted  with  the  whole  proceedings  of  the  Affembly  I  know  of  no  Bills  of 
importance  which,  if  I  were  inclined  to  rifk  my  Perfon  again  among  the  People,  the  Affembly 
have  to  prefent  to  me,  nor  whether  they  be  fuch  as  I  could  affent  to. 

DUN  MORE. 
A  Meffage  from  the  Council  by  Mr  Blair : 

W  Speaker, 

The  Council  have  agreed  to  the  Bill,  intituled  An  Act1  to  repeal  part  of  the  Act  of 
General  Affembly,  made  in  the  twelfth  Year  of  the  Reign  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  intituled 
An  Act  to  amend  an  Act  intituled  An  Act  for  better  prefervation  of  the  breed  of  Deer, 
and  preventing  unlawful  hunting,  without  any  Amendment;  and  alfo, 

The  Council  have  agreed  to  the  Bill,  intituled  An  Act3  to  dock  the  in  tail  of  certain 
Lands  in  the  County  of  York,  whereof  Robert  Matthews  and  Anne  his  Wife  are  feifed 
in  her  Right,  and  for  fettling  other  Lands  and  Slaves  to  the  fame  Ufes,  without  any 
Amendment;  and  alfo, 

The  Council  have  agreed  to  the  Bill,  intituled  An  Act3  for  the  eafe  and  relief  of 
the  People,  by  paying  the  Burgeffes  Wages  in  Money,  without  any  Amendment; 
and  alfo, 

The  Council  have  agreed  to  the  Bill,  intituled  An  Act3  to  continue  and  amend  an 
Act,  intituled  An  Act  to  prevent  the  exorbitant  exactions  of  the  Collectors  of  the  County 
and  Parifh  levies,  with  an  Amendment,  to  which  Amendment  the  Council  defire  the  Con- 
currence of  this  Houfe;  and  alfo, 

The  Council  have  agreed  to  the  Refolve  for  paying  feveral  fums  of  Money  to  feveral 
Perfons  therein  named: 

And  then  the  Meffenger  withdrew. 

The  Houfe  proceeded  to  take  into  Confideration  the  Amendment  made  by  the 
Council  to  the  Bill,  intituled  An  Ad  to  continue  and  amend  an  Aft  intituled  An  Aft  to 
prevent  the  exorbitant  exaftions  of  the  Colleftors  of  the  County  and  Parifh  levies. 

And  the  faid  Amendment  was  read  and  is  as  followeth,  viz. 

At  the  end  of  the  Bill  add,  ''Provided  always  that  the  dues  of  the  Clergy  may  be  dif- 
trained  for  by  the  Colleftor,  on  the  tenth  of  April,  and  the  Colleftor  be  obliged  to  pay  the 
Minifter  his  Salary  by  the  laft  of  May,  according  to  an  Aft,  paffed  in  the  twenty  fecond 
Year  of  the  Reign  of  his  late  Majefty  King  George  the  Second,  for  amending  the  Staple  of 
Tobacco,  and  for  preventing  frauds  in  his  Majeftys  Cuftoms.  Provided  alfo,  that  the 
execution  of  this  Aft  fhall  be,  and  is  hereby,  fufpended,  until  his  Majeftys  approbation, 
thereof  fhall  be  obtained." 

The  faid  Amendment,  being  read  a  fecond  time,  was,  upon  the  Queftion  put  there- 
upon, dif agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  a  Meffage  be  fent  to  the  Council,  to  acquaint  them,  that  this  Houfe 
doth  difagree  to  the  Amendment  by  them  propofed  to  the  faid  Bill,  and  doth  defire  that 

thev 
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they  will  pafs  the  fame  without  the  faid  Amendment;  and  that  Mr  Jones  do  cany  the 
faid  Meffage. 
477  Ordered,  that  a  Meffage  be  fent  to  the  Council  to  defire  them  to  acquaint  this  Houfe, 

whether  they  have  agreed  to  the  Bill  intituled,  An  Ad1  for  appointing  Commissioners 
to  Ratify  and  confirm  the  late  treaty  of  Peace  with  the  Ohio  Indians;  and  that  Mr  Mercer 
do  carry  the  faid  Meffage. 

And  then  the  Houfe  adjourned  till  Tomorrow  Morning,  ten  of  the  Clock. 


Friday,  H)*  236  of  TJune,  15  Geo.  ttt  1775. 

THE  Order  of  the  Day  being  read; 
Ordered,  that  the  Call  of  the  Houfe  be  further  adjourned  till  Tomorrow. 
Ordered,  that  Mr  Ruffin  be  added  to  the  Committee  of  Propofitions  and 
Grievances. 
A  Petition  of  Andrew  Eftave  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read;  fetting  forth, 
that,  by  the  prefent  profpect  at  the  public  Vineyard,  he  hopes  to  fhew,  that  the  Vine 
may  be  cultivated  in  this  Colony,  with  great  advantage;  but  that  it  is  neceffary,  he 
fhould  have  a  Vault,  in  order  to  enable  him  to  make  Wine,  and  fhould  be  fupplied  with 
fome  other  Conveniencies,  and  eftimate  of  which  he  was  ready  to  lay  before  the  Houfe ; 
and  therefore  praying  the  affiftance  of  the  Houfe. 

A  Motion  was  made,  and  the  Queftion  being  put,  that  the  fum  of  Seventy  five 
Pounds  be  allowed  to  the  faid  A  ndrew  Eftave; 
It  paffed  in  the  Negative. 
Refolved,  that  the  faid  Petition  be  rejected. 

Mr  Mercer  reported,  that,  he  had  according  to  Order  attended  the  Council,  and 
defired  them  to  acquaint  this  Houfe,  whether  they  had  agreed  to  the  Bill,  intituled  An 
Ad1  for  appointing  Commiffioners  to  ratify  and  confirm  the  late  treaty  of  Peace  with  the 
Ohio  Indians;  and  that  the  Council  will  fend  an  anfwer  by  a  Meffenger  of  their  own. 
A  Meffage  from  the  Council  by  Mr  Blair: 

m  Mr  Speaker, 

I  am  commanded  by  the  Council  to  acquaint  this  Houfe,  that  the  Bill,  intituled  An  A6t 
for  appointing  Commiffioners  to  ratify  and  confirm  the  late  Treaty  of  Peace  with  the 
Ohio  Indians,  is  rejected. 

And  then  the  Meffenger  withdrew. 

Refolved,  that  a  free  Conference  be  defired  with  the  Council  on  the  fubject  Matter 
of  the  treaty  to  be  ratified  with  the  Indians. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Treafurer  do  go  to  the  Council  and  defire  the  faid  free  Conference. 

Mr  Treafurer  reported,  that  he  had,  according  to  Order,  been  at  the  Council,  to 
defire  a  free  Conference,  on  the  fubject  matter  of  the  Treaty  to  be  ratified  with  the 
Indians;  and  that  the  Council  will  fend  an  anfwer  by  a  Meffenger  of  their  Own. 

A  Meffage  from  the  Council  by  Mr  Blair: 

Mr  Speaker, 

The  Council  do  agree  to  a  free  Conference  with  this  Houfe,  as  defired;  and  have  ap- 
pointed two  of  their  Members,  who  are  now  ready  in  the  Conference  Chamber,  to  meet  the 
Managers  for  this  Houfe. 

And  then  the  Meffenger  withdrew. 

Ordered, 
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Ordered,  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  manage  the  faid  Conference. 

And  a  Committee  was  appointed  of  Mr  Treafurer,  Mr  Bland,  Mr  Braxton  and  Mr 
Mercer. 

Ordered,  that  the  Paper  intituled  "Subftance  of  the  Peace  agreed  to  between  the  Earl 
of  Dunmore,  Governor  of  Virginia,  on  the  part  of  that  Colony,  and  the  Corn-Stalk,  on  479 
the  part  of  the  Shawanefe  Indians,  intended  to  be  ratified  at  a  general  meeting  of  the  Ohio 
Indians  at  Fort  Dunmore,"  referred  to  in  the  Governor's  written  meff age  to  this  Houfe, 
which,  upon  Monday,  the  fifth  day  of  this  Inftant  June  was  ordered  to  lie  upon  the 
Table,  be  communicated  to  the  Council  at  the  Conference. 

Then  the  names  of  the  Managers  were  called  over;  and  they  went  to  the  Conference. 

And  being  returned; 

Mr  Treafurer  reported,  that  the  Managers  had  been  at  the  Conference  with  the 
Council,  and  communicated  to  them  the  Paper,  intituled,  "Subftance  of  the  Peace  agreed 
to  between  the  Earl  of  Dunmore,  Governor  of  Virginia,  on  the  part  of  that  Colony,  and  the 
Corn-Stalk,  on  the  part  of  the  Shawanefe  Indians,  intended  to  be  ratified  at  a  general  meeting 
of  the  Ohio  Indians  at  Fort  Dunmore,"  and  that  the  Council  propofed  that  an  Addrefs 
fhould  be  prefented  to  the  Governor,  that  his  Excellency  would  appoint  Perfons  to 
ratify  the  Treaty  with  the  Indians,  and  recommended  it  to  this  Houfe  to  vote  a  fum  of 
Money  not  exceeding  two  thoufand  Pounds,  for  that  bufinefs. 

A  Meff  age  from  the  Council  by  Mr  Blair : 

Mr  Speaker, 

The  Council  do  not  infift  upon  the  Amendment  propofed  by  them  to  the  Bill,  intituled 
An  Act1  to  continue  and  amend  an  Act,  intituled  An  Act  to  prevent  the  exorbitant 
exactions  of  the  Collectors  of  the  County  and  Parifh  Levies. 

Mr  Attorney  General  reported  to  the  Houfe,  that  he  had  fhewn  the  engroffed  Bills 
and  Refolves  to  the  Governor,  and  that  his  Excellency  was  pleafed  to   deliver  to 
him  a  written  Meffage,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  which  is  in  the  Words  follow-  m 
ing,  viz: 

Mr  Speaker,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Burgeffes, 

The  Bill  for  appointing  Commiffloners  to  fettle  the  Accounts  of  the  Militia,  lately 
drawn  out  into  adual  Service  and  for  making  Provifion  to  pay  the  fame,  in  as  much  as  it 
impofes  duties  upon  Slaves  imported,  I  cannot  affent  to,  which  by  the  royal  Difallowance 
of  an  Ad  of  the  Affembly  for  that  purpofe  paffed  in  the  Tenth  Year  of  his  prefent  Majefty's 
reign,  You  muft  have  been  Senfible  of;  and  as  the  Bill  has  no  fufpending  Claufe,  though 
I  made  it  my  bufinefs  to  intimate,  by  feveral  of  your  Members,  to  the  Houfe,  that  without 
fuch  a  Claufe  I  could  not  pafs  an  Ad  for  emitting  paper  Money  the  Mifcarriage  of  a  Bill 
I  had  very  much  at  heart  cannot  be  attributed  to  me:  and  if  ftill  thofe  objections  can  be  re- 
moved I  fhould  be  happy  to  concur  in  an  Ad  for  the  rewarding  of  the  brave  People  who  are 
the  particular  objed  of  it  without  delay;  if  not,  all  I  can  do  is  to  tranfmit  the  Bill  to  his 
Majefty  and  to  defire  leave  to  it,  though  in  regard  of  the  Duty  upon  Slaves  I  fhould  not, 
I  think,  obtain  it. 

I  fee  no  objedion  to  any  other  of  your  Bills  or  Refolves,  and  I  am  therefore  ready  to 
give  my  Affent  to  them  whenever  the  Houfe  defires. 

If  you  have  any  other  Bills  ready  I  muft  defire  they  be  fent  to  me  in  like  manner  that 
the  whole  may  be  paffed  together;  and  I  muft  beg  that  your  Clerk  may  be  ordered  to  lay  before 
me  a  Copy  of  the  Journals  of  the  Houfe  before  the  time  be  fixed  for  paffing  the  Bills. 

DUNMORE. 

23d  of  June  1775. 

Refolved,  that  an  Addrefs  be  prefented  to  the  Governor,  in  anfwer  to  his  faid  written 

Meffage. 

Ordered, 
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Ordered,  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  draw  up  an  Addrefs,  to  be  prefented 
to  the  Governor  upon  the  faid  Ref olution : 
48i  And  a  Committee  was  appointed  of  Mr  Treafurer,  Mr  Bland,  Mr  Mercer,  Mr  Banifter, 

Mr  Digges,  and  Mr  Munford. 

Mr  Treafurer  reported  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  draw  up  an  Addrefs,  to 
be  prefented  to  the  Governor  that  the  Committee  had  drawn  up  an  Addrefs  accordingly  ; 
which  they  had  directed  him  to  report  to  the  Houfe;  and  he  read  the  fame  in  his  Place, 
and  afterwards  delivered  it  in  at  the  Clerk's  Table;  where  the  fame  was  read,  and  is  as 
followeth,  viz. 

My  Lord, 

We  his  Majefty's  dutiful  and  loyal  Subjeds,  the  Burgeffes  of  Virginia,  cannot  Suffi- 
ciently exprefs  our  Concern  that  your  Lordfhip  fhould  be  under  any  Difficulty  in  giving 
your  Affent  to  the  Bill  for  appointing  Commiffioners  to  fettle  the  Accounts  of  the  Militia 
lately  drawn  out  into  adual  Service,  and  for  making  Provifion  to  pay  the  fame,  which  hath 
received  the  Approbation  of  the  other  two  Branches  of  the  Legislature.  We  beg  leave  to 
remind  your  Excellency,  that  you  particularly  recommended  thofe  brave  People  who  are  the 
Objeds  of  this  Bill,  to  our  Attention,  Senfible  of  their  important  Services,  we  feifed,  with 
much  Pleafure,  the  firft  opportunity  afforded  us  of  doing  Juftice  to  their  fingular  Merit. 
Upon  confidering  the  moft  probable  ways  and  Means  of  effecting  this  defirable  Purpofe, 
we  foon  found,  from  the  extreme  Scarcity  of  Cash  in  the  Country,  that  there  was  no  poffible 
Method  of  doing  it,  but  by  a  fpeedy  Emiffion  of  Paper  Money.  This  Opinion  has  fince 
been  confirmed  by  Tranfadions  during  the  prefent  Meeting  of  the  Merchants,  which  have 
evinced  that  the  Scarcity  is  even  greater,  than  we  at  firft  fuppofed.  We  do  not  find,  my 
Lord,  any  thing  in  this  Bill  which  controvenes  any  Law  or  royal  Inftrudion,  which  hath 
482  ever  been  communicated  to  us.  A  fufpending  Claufe  we  conceive  would  defeat  the  very 
purpofe,  for  which  the  Bill  was  intended  as  it  would  withhold  that  Relief,  fo  immediately 
neceffary  to  the  comfort  and  fupport  of  many  of  our  poor  Inhabitants,  who  are  in  the  utmoft 
Diftrefs  for  want  of  it. 

In  Order  to  fupport  the  Credit  of  our  Paper  Currency  we  thought  it  incumbent  on  us 
to  eftablifh  fuch  Funds  as  would  effedually  fecure  the  Redemption  of  it.  In  Aid  of  others, 
we  were  of  Opinion  that  a  duty  of  ten  per  cent  on  Slaves  would  be  leaft  burthenfome  to  the 
People.  We  do  not  know  that  fuch  a  Duty  was  ever  objected  to  by  his  Majefty;  on  the  con- 
trary we  underftood  that  a  Duty  not  exceeding  ten  per  Cent  was  perfedly  agreeable  to  his 
royal  Will  and  Pleafure.  The  five  Pounds  per  Poll  on  Slaves  imported  from  the 
Weft  Indies  was  intended  to  prevent  the  many  Tricks,  which  had  been  practiced  in 
this  Country  to  avoid  the  payment  of  all  Duties  on  fuch  Slaves  and  amounts  to  no 
more  than  ten  per  Cent,  valuing  them  at  the  moderate  Average  of  fifty  Pounds  current 
Money. 

We  are  pleafed  to  find  your  Excellency  approves  the  other  Bill  and  Refolves  fubmitied 
to  your  Infpedion.  All  others,  which  we  propofe  to  trouble  your  Lordfhip  with,  we  have 
confented  may  undergo  the  like  Examination  and  flatter  ourfelves  that  they  will  meet  with 
the  like  Approbation.  We  ftill  hope,  my  Lord,  that  upon  reconfidering  the  Matter  you 
will  fee  fufficient  Reafons  to  alter  your  firft  Opinion  refpeding  the  Militia  Bill,  which  we 
have  much  at  Heart,  confidering  it  of  the  laft  Importance. 

We  have  before,  in  Conjundion  with  his  Majefty's  Council,  intimated  to  your  Ex- 
cellency how  very  neceffary  a  Recefs  is  at  this  critical  Seafon;  our  Harveft  demanding  our 
^  immediate  Prefence  at  Home;  We  muft  therefore  entreat  your  Excellency  to  meet  us  at  the 
Capitol  tomorrow  in  order  to  give  your  affent  to  fuch  Bills  and  Refolves  as  are  ready  to  be 
prefented.  We  hope  your  Lordfhip  cannot  ftill  entertain  any  groundlefs  fears  that  your 
Perfon  can  be  in  the  leaft  Danger;  If  it  is  poffible  that  you  remain  under  fo  ftrange  an 
influence,  we  pledge  our  Honors  and  every  thing  facred  for  your  Security.  Should  your 
Lordfhip  decline  complying  with  this  juft  Requeft  we  hope  you'll  be  pleafed  to  grant  your 
Commiffion  to  the  Prefident  of  the  Council  to  give  your  Affent  to  fuch  Bills  and  Refolves 
As  you  may  Approve  and  we  may  prefent  to  him. 

Since 
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Since  it  hath  been  cuftomary  for  our  Governors  to  fignify  their  Pleafure  as  to  ad- 
journments, we  wifh  not  to  take  Things  out  of  their  old  Channel;  we  therefore  hope  your 
Excellency  will  at  the  fame  time  exprefs  your  approbation  that  we  adjourn  ourfelves  to 
fome  Day  in  Odlober  next;  when  our  Convenience  will  beft  admit  an  Abfence  from  our 
Homes  and  the  fickly  Seafon  of  the  Year  will  probably  be  over. 

We  do  not  wifh  to  conceal  frotn  your  Excellency  one  Tittle  contained  in  our  Journals; 
but  a  full  and  immediate  Tranfcript  of  them  would  require  more  time  than  we  can  poffibly 
devote  to  the  public  Bufinefs  at  prefent.  We  muft  obferve  that  this  Demand  of  us  is  unufual; 
however  we  have  ordered  all  fuch  of  our  Proceedings  as  have  been  printed  to  be  immediately 
tranfmitted  to  your  Lcrdfhip. 

The  faid  Addrefs  being  read  a  fecond  time, 

Refolved,  that  this  Houfe  doth  agree  with  the  Committee  in  the  faid  Addrefs,  to 
be  prefented  to  the  Governor. 

Ordered,  that  the    faid  Addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Excellency  by  Mr  Attorney  #4 
General  and  Mr  Lewis. 

And  then  the  Houfe  adjourned  till  Tomorrow  Morning  ten  of  the  Clock. 


Satur&a?,  tl)e  24tl>  of  lune.  15  titeo.  lit  1775. 

MR  Attorney   General  reported,  that  the  Addrefs  of   Yefterday  had  been  pre- 
fented to  the  Governor  refiding  on  board  The  Fowey,  one  of  his  Majefty's 
Ships  of  War,  riding  at  Anchor  in  York  River,  and  that  his  Excellency  was 
pleafed  to  deliver  to  him  a  written  Anfwer  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his 
Place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's  Table,  and  which  is  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing, viz: 

Mr  Speaker,  and   Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Burgeffes, 

As  you  have  incumbered  the  Bill,  for  the  payment  of  the  Officers  and  Men  employed 
upon  the  Indian  expedition,  with  an  imposition,  which  you  knew  I  could  not  affent  to, 
and  omitted  a  form  {in  no  wife  tending  to  defeat  the  purpofe  of  the  Bill)  which  you  were 
told  I  could  not  difpenfe  with,  the  blame  of  its  not  paffing  now  into  a  Law  cannot  lie  upon 
me;  but  I  muft  adhere  to  the  reafons  I  yefterday  fignified  to  you  on  this  head. 

The  well  grounded  caufe  I  had  for  believing  my  Perfon  not  fafe  at  Williamfburg  has 
increafed  daily;  I  cannot  therefore  meet  you  at  the  Capitol,  as  you  entreat;  but,  this  day 
being  too  far  fpent,  I  fhall  be  ready  to  receive  the  Houfe  on  Monday,  at  twelve  of  the  Clock, 
at  my  prefent  residence,  for  the  purpofe  of  giving  my  Affent  to  fuch  Ads  as  I  fhall  approve 

of. 

Altho'  the  convenience  of  the  Members  of  the  Affembly  will  always  be  a  ftrong  motive 
to  determine  me,  as  to  the  time  of  your  meeting  or  feparating,  yet  it  becomes  neceffary  (from 
an  expreffion  in  your  Addrefs- — "that  you  wifh  not  to  take  things  out  of  their  old  Channel" — 
as  if  you  had  fuch  Power)  to  affert  the  right  of  the  Crown  to  adjourn,  Prorogue,  Diffolve, 
or  Affemble  you,  as  it  is  thought  fit  by  the  Governor  of  the  Colony;  I  do  not  mean,  however, 
to  oppofe  the  requeft  you  make  of  being  adjourned.  i$'h  of  June,  1775. 

DUN  MORE. 

The  Houfe  proceeded  to  take  the  faid  written  Anfwer  into  Confideration. 

Refolved,  that  the  Houfe  do  now  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe, 
to  take  into  Confideration  the  ftate  of  the  Colony,  and  the  Governor's  written  Anfwer 
to  the  Addrefs  of  this  Houfe  of  Yefterday. 

Mr 
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Mr  Speaker  left  the  Chair. 

Mr  Bland  took  the  Chair  of  the  Committee. 

Mr  Speaker  refumed  the  Chair. 

Mr  Bland  reported,  from  the  Committee,  that  the  Committee  having  taken  into 
their  moft  ferious  confideration  the  unhappy  ftate  of  this  Colony,  and  confidering  the 
many  obfructions  given  to  the  due  and  regular  profecution  of  the  important  bufinefs 
depending  before  the  General  Affembly,  by  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  in  firft  remov- 
ing from  the  Palace  on  board  one  of  the  King's  Ships,  whereby  a  free  accefs  to  him, 
and  that  neceffary  intercourfe  between  his  Lordfhip  and  the  other  two  branches  of  the 
Legiflature  hath  been  in  a  great  meafure  cut  off;  confidering  that  his  Lordfhip  hath 
withftood  the  repeated  intreaties  of  the  Council  and  Burgeffes  to  return  to  the  feat  of 
his  Government ;  and  having  this  Day  received  fuch  an  Anfwer  from  his  Lordfhip,  as, 
when  compared  with  his  different  Meffages,  and  other  parts  of  his  Conduct,  convinces 
«6  them  of  his  determination  not  to  do  any  thing  that  may  be  of  Advantage  to  this  Colony, 
and  particularly  to  the  inhabitants  on  our  Frontiers,  by  his  requiring  the  Houfe  to 
attend  him  on  board  the  Fowey  Man  of  War,  in  order  to  prefent  fuch  Bills  as  are  now 
ready  for  his  Affent ;  thought  it  a  duty  highly  incumbent  on  them,  for  themfelves  and 
the  whole  Body  of  their  Conftituents  to  make  feveral  Refolves,  in  maintenance  of  their 
juft  Rights  and  Privileges,  and  in  hopes  of  removing  thofe  Prejudices,  which  have 
been  already  and  may  be  again  attempted  to  be  excited  in  the  Breafts  of  their  moft 
Gracious  Sovereign,  and  of  their  fellow  Subjects  in  Great  Britain;  which  Refolves  the 
Committee  had  directed  him  to  report  to  the  Houfe;  And  he  read  the  Report  in  his 
Place  and  afterwards  delivered  it  in  at  the  Clerk's  Table ;  where  the  Refolutions  of  the 
Committee  were  read,  and  are  as  followeth,  viz. 

Refolved,  that  his  Lordfhip's  Meffage,  requiring  this  Houfe  to  attend  him  on  Board 
one  of  his  Majefty's  Ships  of  War,  is  a  high  Breach  of  the  Rights  and  Privileges  of  this 
Houfe. 

Refolved,  that  the  unreafonable  delays  thrown  into  the  Proceedings  of  this  Houfe 
by  the  Governor,  and  his  evafive  Anfwers  to  the  fincere  and  decent  Addreffes  of  the 
Reprefentatives  of  the  People,  give  us  great  reafon  to  fear,  that  a  dangerous  attack 
may  be  meditated  againft  the  unhappy  People  of  this  Colony;  it  is  therefore  our 
Opinion  that  they  prepare  for  the  prefervation  of  their  property,  and  their  ineftimable 
rights  and  liberties,  with  the  greateft  care  and  attention. 

Refolved,  that  we  do  and  will  bear  faith  and  true  allegiance  to  our  moft  gracious 
497  Sovereign  George  the  third,  our  only  lawful  and  rightful  King ;  that  we  will,  at  all  times, 
to  the  utmost  of  our  Power,  and  at  the  rifque  of  our  Lives  and  Properties,  maintain  and 
defend  his  Government  in  this  Colony,  as  founded  on  the  eftablifhed  Laws  and  Princi- 
ples of  the  Conftitution. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  our  moft  earneft  defire  to  preferve  and  ftrengthen  thofe  bands 
of  Amity  with  all  our  fellow  Subjects  in  Great  Britain,  which  are  fo  very  effential  to  the 
profperity  and  happinefs  of  both  Countries. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  with  the  deepeft  Concern  we  find  ourfelves  deprived  of  an  oppor- 
tunity of  making  immediate  Provifion  for  thofe  gallant  Officers  and  Soldiers,  who  fo 
nobly  defended  this  Country,  againft  the  incurfions  of  the  Indians,  unlefs  we  would 
Sacrifice  their  own,  and  the  ineftimable  Rights  and  Privileges  of  all  other  inhabi- 
tants of  this  Colony ;  that  as  we  have  already  endeavoured  to  make  the  moft  ample 
Provifion  for  this  neceffary  purpofe,  fo  will  we  gladly  feize  every  opportunity 
afforded  us  of  doing  the  utmoft  Juftice  to  thofe  brave  Men,  and  all  other  pub  he 
Creditors. 

The  faid  Refolutions  being  feverally  read  a  fecond  time,  were,  upon  the  Queftion 
feverally  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

Refolved,  nemine  contradicente,  that  his  Lordfhips  Meffage,  requiring  this  Houfe 
to  attend  him  on  Board  one  of  his  Majefty's  Ships  of  War,  is  a  high  Breach  of  the  Rights 
and  Privileges  of  this  Houfe. 

Refolved, 
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Refolved,  nemine  Contradicente,  that  the  unreafonable  delays  thrown  into  the 
Proceedings  of  this  Houfe  by  the  Governor,  and  his  evafive  Anfwer  to  the  fincere  and 
decent  Addreffes  of  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  People,  give  us  great  reafon  to  fear,  that  m 
a  dangerous  attack  may  be  meditated  againft  the  unhappy  People  of  this  Colony :  it  is 
therefore  our  Opinion,  that  they  prepare  for  the  Prefervation  of  their  Property,  and 
their  ineftimable  Rights  and  Liberties,  with  the  greateft  Care  and  Attention. 

Refolved,  nemine  contradicente,  that  we  do  and  will  bear  faith  and  true  allegiance 
to  our  moft  gracious  Sovereign  George  the  third,  our  only  lawful  and  rightful  King; 
that  we  will,  at  all  times,  to  the  utmoft  of  our  Power,  and  at  the  rifque  of  our  Lives 
and  Properties,  maintain  and  defend  his  Government  in  this  Colony,  as  founded  on 
the  eftablifhed  Laws  and  Principles  of  the  Conftitution. 

Refolved,  nemine  contradicente,  that  it  is  our  moft  earneft  defire  to  preferve  and 
ftrengthen  thofe  bands  of  Amity  with  all  our  fellow  Subjects  in  Great  Britain,  which 
are  fo  very  effential  to  the  Profperity  and  happinefs  of  both  Countries. 

Refolved,  nemine  contradicente,  that  it  is  with  the  deepeft  concern  we  find  our- 
felves  deprived  of  an  opportunity  of  making  immediate  provifion  for  thofe  gallant 
Officers  and  Soldiers,  who  fo  nobly  defended  this  Country  againft  the  incurfions  of 
the  Indians,  unlefs  we  would  Sacrifice  their  own,  and  the  ineftimable  Rights  and  Privi- 
leges of  all  other  Inhabitants  of  this  Colony;  that,  as  we  have  already  endeavoured 
to  make  the  moft  ample  Provifion  for  the  neceffary  purpofe,  fo  will  we  gladly  feize 
every  opportunity  afforded  us  of  doing  the  utmoft  Juftice  to  thofe  brave  Men,  and  all 
other  public  Creditors. 

Certain  information  having  been  received  of  the  great  difcontent  of  the  Ohio 
Indians,  by  reafon  of  the  delay  of  the  Ratification  of  the  late  treaty  of  Peace  concluded 
upon  by  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  on  the  part  of  this  Colony  and  the  Cornftalk,  4g9 
on  the  part  of  the  faid  Indians,  and  that  the  Inhabitants  on  our  Frontiers  are  under 
juft  apprehenfions  of  a  renewal  of  an  Indian  War,  and  no  fteps  having  been  purfued 
by  his  Lordfhip  for  carrying  on  the  faid  Treaty,  or  delivering  up  the  Indian  Hoftages, 
agreeable  to  the  terms  of  the  faid  Treaty ; 

Refolved,  that  the  faid  Treaty  be  immediately  entered  upon;  and  that  George 
Wafhington,  Thomas  Walker,  James  Wood,  Andrew  Lewis,  John  Walker,  and  Adam 
Stephen,  Ef quires,  or  any  three  or  more  of  them,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  conftituted 
and  appointed,  Commiffioners,  on  the  part  and  behalf  of  this  Colony,  to  meet  the  Chiefs 
or  head  Men  of  the  faid  Ohio  Indians,  as  foon  as  the  fame  can  be  done,  at  fuch  place, 
as  they  fhall  find  moft  proper,  to  ratify  and  confirm  the  faid  Treaty,  on  the  part  of  this 
Colony,  and  to  demand  and  receive  of  the  faid  Indians  the  ratification  and  full  perform- 
ance of  the  faid  Treaty  on  their  parts ;  and  that  Robert  Carter  Nicholas,  Efquire,  Treaf- 
urer,  or  the  Treafurer  for  the  time  being,  fhall,  and  is  hereby  directed  and  required  to, 
pay  all  fuch  expences  and  charges,  out  of  the  public  Money  in  his  Hands,  as  may  be 
incurred  on  Account  of  fuch  Treaty,  provided  the  fame  do  not  exceed  the  fum  of  two 
thoufand  Pounds,  for  which  the  faid  Commiffioner  fhall  account  to  the  next  General 
Affembly. 

Ordered,  that  Mr  Mercer  do  carry  the  Refolution  to  the  Council,  and  defire  their 
Concurrence. 

A  Meffage  from  the  Council  by  Mr  Blair: 

Mr  Speaker, 

The  Council  have  agreed  to  the  Refolve  for  appointing  Commiffioners  to  ratify  the 
Treaty  of  Peace  with  the  Ohio  Indians,  and  for  defraying  the  expenfe  thereof. 


Whereas  feveral  Companies  of  the  Militia  of  this  Colony  have  been  drawn  out  into 
actual  Service,  by  command  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  for  the  defence  and  pro- 
tection of  the  Frontiers  againft  the  Incurfions  and  depredations  of  the  Indians;  and 
there  are  now  due  feveral  large  fums  of  Money,  as  well  for  the  pay  of  fuch  Militia, 
as  for  Provifions,  Arms,  and  other  neceffaries  furnifhed  them;    and  it  will  be  a  great 
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faving  to  the  Colony,  as  well  as  eafe  to  the  Claimants,  to  have  fuch  Accounts  adjufted 
by  Commif doners  in  the  Country. 

Refolved,  therefore,  that  Archibald  Cary,  William  Cabell,  William  Fleming,  John 
Winn,  and  John  Nicholas,  Gentlemen,  or  any  three  or  more  of  them,  be,  and  they  are 
hereby  appointed,  Commiffioners  for  the  Counties  of  Fincaftle,  Botetourt,  Culpeper, 
Pittfylvania,  Halifax,  and  Bedford,  and  for  that  part  of  the  County  of  Augufta,  which 
lies  of  the  Eaftward  of  the  Allegany  Mountains,  and  that  Richard  Lee,  Francis  Peyton, 
Jofias  Clapham,  Henry  Lee,  and  Thomas  Blackburn,  Gentlemen,  or  any  three  or  more 
of  them,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed,  Commiffioners  for  the  other  Counties, 
and  for  that  part  of  the  County  of  Augufta  which  lies  to  the  Weftward  of  the  Allegany 
Mountains,  and  for  the  Provinces  of  Maryland  and  Pennsylvania,  to  examine,  ftate, 
and  fettle  the  Accounts  of  the  pay  of  the  Militia,  and  of  all  Provifions,  Arms,  Ammuni- 
tion, and  other  neceffaries,  furnifhed  the  faid  Militia  of  the  Counties,  for  which  they 
are  appointed  Commiffioners;   and  report  the  fame  to  the  General  Affembly. 

And  then  the  Houfe  adjourned  until  Thurfday,  the  twelfth  day  of  Odtober  next,  at 
ten  of  the  Clock  in  the  Morning. 


Z3l)urs6a?.  tl)e  I2tl)  of  October.  15  <&eo.  III.  1775. 

The  Houfe  met  according  to  the  Adjournment;  but  no  more  than  thirty  feven 
Members  appearing,  which  was  not  a  fufficient  number  to  proceed  to  Bufinefs. 
The  Houfe  adjourned  til  the  firft  Thurfday  in  March  next. 


X3burs6a?.  tl)e  7tl)  of  Sttarcl).  16  (Beo.  III.  1776. 

The  Houfe  met  according  to  the  Adjournment;  but  no  more  than  thirty  two  Mem- 
bers appearing,  which  was  not  a  fufficient  number  to  proceed  to  Bufinefs; 
The  Houfe  adjourned  til  the  firft  Monday  in  May  next. 


Sttoit&a?.  tye  6tb  of  Wla?,  16  (Beo.  III.  1776. 

Several  Members  met,  but  did  neither  proceed  to  Bufinefs,  nor  adjourn,  as  a  Houfe 
of  Burgeffes. 
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T  a  Meeting   of  the    Select  Committee    of    Correfpondence    in    the    City    of 
Williamfburg  on  Friday  the  7'*  of  April.  1775. 

Ordered,  that  Letters  be  prepared  to  the    Delegates  for  the  Province    of 
New-York,  and  to  Ifaac  Low,  Efq:  agreeable  to  the  Refolution  of  the  late 
Convention. 

A  Letter  was  accordingly  prepared  to  the  Delegates  which  being  read  was  approved, 
as  follows. 

Williamfburg  Virg8.   April   7  th.    1775. 

GENTLEMEN, 

The  late  Convention  of  the  Representatives  of  this  Colony  judging  it  effential  to  the 
Common  Intereft  of  America,  that  every  Proper  Means  fhould  be  ufed  to  preferve  an  Union 
of  Sentiments  amongft  the  Colonies,  and,  in  Cafe  of  Defedion,  that  they  fhould  be  able  to 
diftinguifh  their  Friends,  came  to  a  Refolution  of  which  we  have  by  this  Conveyance  tranf- 
mitted  a  Copy  to  the  Committee  of  Correfpondence  of  New  York.  That  we  may  omit  no 
6is  Means  of  obtaining  the  moft  authentic  Information,  we  take  [the  liberty]  of  inclofing 
you  a  Copy  of  the  fame  Refolution,  and  fhall  hold  ourfelves  much  obliged,  if  you  will  be 
pleafed  to  exert  your  particular  Endeavours  to  enable  us  to  make  a  fatiffadory  Report  to 
our  next  Convention  or  Affembly. 

We  are,  very  refpedfully,  y'  mo:  ob'.  S".  ' 

'Peyton  3lan6olpt>. 

To  Ifaac  Low,  James  Duane,  John  Jay,  Phil.  Livingfton,  John  Alfop,   Will;   Floyd, 
Henry  Wifner,  John  Herring  &  S.  Boerum  Efq1. 

And  alfo  a  Letter  to  the  Committee  of  Correfpondence  for  New  York,  as  follows. 

WmBburg  Virg".  April  7th  1775. 
GENT: 

The  inclofed  Refolutions  of  our  late  Convention  will  fully  explain  the  Reafons  for  our 
troubling  you  with  this  Letter.  We  have  only  further  to  exprefs  our  earneft  Wifhes  that 
you  would  be  pleafed,  by  the  earlieft  opportunity,  to  furnifh  us  with  the  moft  authentic 
Information,  that  we  may  be  able  to  make  a  fatiffadory  Report  to  our  next  Convention  or 
Affembly. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be  Gent,  your  refpedful  humble  Servants. 

"Peyton  ManooLpb 
3lo.  <T.  tttlctjolas, 
~Duole?TDlggft*. 

To  the  Committee  of  Correfpondence  for  New  York. 
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Slew  Vork. 


New  York,1   May  5th.   1775. 


GENTLEMEN, 

At  a  Time  when  the  moft  vigorous  Exertions  of  ministerial  Power,  and  the  Blood  of  our 
Brethren  in  the  Maffachufets  has  been  actually  fhed,  for  daring  to  maintain  the  Rights  of 
Englishmen,  the  Inhabitants  of  this  City  and  County  have,  in  the  moft  explicit  Manner,     m 
( as  you  may  perceive  by  the  inclofed  Affociation)  refolved  to  ftand  and  fall  with  the  Freedom 
of  the  Continent. 

We  are  confident  that  our  Conftituents  are  fincere  in  the  ftrong  affurances  they  have 
given  us,  that  while  we  continue  in  Office  they  will  be  guided  by  our  Advice  and  Direction . 
We  have  thought  it  neceffary  to  advife  the  witholding  Supplies  from  the  Britifh  Fisheries, 
on  the  American  Coafts,  and  to  ceafe  all  Exports  to  thofe  Colonies,  which,  at  this  alarming 
Jundure,  refufe  to  unite  in  the  common  Caufe.  The  Expedient  is  too  evident  to  need  any 
Elucidation,  and  will  doubtlefs  procure  us  many  hearty  Advocates  in  Britain,  befides  which 
we  have  refolved  to  withold  all  provifions  from  the  Army  and  Navy  at  Bofton. 

Our  late  Committee  of  Obfervation  thought  proper  to  recommend  the  Appointment  of  a 
Provincial  Congrefs  in  Confequence  of  which  our  Conftituents  have  chofen  twenty  one 
Deputies,  to  meet  at  this  City  on  the  22*  Ins'  thofe  who  may  be  appointed  for  that  purpofe 
in  the  other  Counties  of  this  Colony.  For  your  further  Satiffadion  on  thefe  Matters,  we 
beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the  inclofed  Papers;  we  requeft  you  to  communicate  the  Subftance 
of  this  Information  to  your  next  Neighbours,  and  to  affure  that  in  our  Department  we  fhall 
watch  inceffantly  for  the  publick  Safety. 

By  order  of  the  Committee,  I  am  Gent:  your  mo:  ob'. 

Ktnvg  ttemsen. 

Depy.  Chairman 
The  Inclofures1  are  filed  with  the  Letter. 

•  Miffing. 
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Bradford,  William,  48. 

Braickenridge,  George,  236. 

Brander,  John,  Petitioner,  103. 

Brandford.  xx. 

Brandon,  David,  Petitioner,  211. 

Braxton,  Carter,  Burgefs,  163,  177,  178,  179,  180, 
189,  193,  198,  208,  217,  219,  221,  225,  237, 
246,  248,  249,  250,  251,  262,  263,  264,  271. 
278. 

Brent,  George,  Petitioner,  181. 

Brent,  Robert,  Petitioner,  181. 

Brent,  William,  181. 

Brenton,  Homestead,  181. 

Bridger,  James,  Burgefs,  3,  67. 

Bridges,  9,  84,  89,  95,  200,  210,  228. 

Briffett,  Rial,  Meffenger,  xx. 

Britifh  Army,  Supplies  refuted,  253,  258. 

Britifh  Mufeum,  vii. 

Britifh  Navy,  Supplies  refuted,  253,  258. 

Broadfide,  Concerning  Lexington,  xix,  xx,  xxi. 

Broadwater,   Charles,   Burgefs,    163,    177,   178,   202, 

-37- 

Brooke,  George,  Burgefs,  3,  67,  76,  163,  178,  179, 
180,   223,   230. 

Brooke,   Richard,  Covnmiffioner,  87. 

Brookline,  xx. 

Brown,  Jeffe,   Petitioner,  9. 

Brown,   Mofes,   48. 

Brown,  Samuel,  Petitioner,  12,  14,  21,  27,  36. 

Brown,  William,  Petitioner,  95,  108. 

Bruce,  Thomas,  Tavern  keeper,  24. 

Brunfwick  County,  Burgeffes,  3,  67,  68,  163;  Elect- 
ions, 75.  205. 

Bruton  Parifh,  208. 

Bryant,  John,  Petitioner,  130. 

Bryce,  Archibald,  235. 

Buckingham  County,  Burgeffes,  3,  67,  163:  Court, 
98;  Election,  205;  Petitions,  14,  90,  125;  Vine 
planting,  16. 

Buckner.  John,  Commiffioner,  87. 

Buffalo  Creek,  131. 

Bullitt,  Cuthbert,  Petitioner,  119,  125,  223. 

Burges,  H.  J.,  xiv. 

Burgeffes,  1773,  3,  4;  1774,  67,  68;  1775,  163,  164; 
Addrefs  to  Governor  concerning  counter- 
feits, March  5th.  1773,  9,  10,  12;  Criminal 
Law  Conftruction,  March  nth,  1773,  22; 
Domeftic  Felicity,  May  7th.  1774,  77,  78; 
Pennfylvania  Boundary  Difpute,  May  13th. 

1774,  97;  Addrefs  to  Governor  concerning 
the  Adminiftrative  Syftem,  June  5th.  1775, 
187,  188;  Arms,  June  17th,  1775,  250; 
Arms  in  Palace,  June  21ft,  1775,  273,  274; 
Civil   Government   in   Colonies,    June    12th. 

1775,  219-221;  Governor's  Safety,  June  8th, 
1775,  207;  Indian  Expedition,  June  7th.  1775, 
199,  248;  Public  Magazine,  June  6th.  1775, 
193,  June  12th.  1775,  219,  June  15th.  1775, 
241,  June  17th.  1775,  250;  Proteft  againft 
management  of  Colony,  June  19th,  1775, 
253-262;  Reconciliation  with  England,  June, 
17th.  1775,  248;  Removal  of  Governor  from 
Williamfburg,  June  19th.  1775,  253;  Taxa- 
tion, June  10th.  1775,  212-214;  Veto  of 
Militia  Bill,  June  23rd.  1775,  279;  Salary  of 
Burgeffes,  27,  29,  30,  32,  33,  36,  131,  132, 
237,  243,  276;  Writs  for  Electing,  10,  74,  176. 

Burkholder,  Laurence,  229,  264. 

Burlington,  144. 

Burnley,  Zachariah,  Burgefs,  4,  18,  31,  68,  75. 

Burr,  Thaddeus,  xxi. 

Burton,  John,  Burgefs,  xiv,  4,  8,  14,  16,  19,  68,  82, 

86,  98,  100,  101,  164. 
Burwell,  Lewis,  (Gloucefter)  Burgefs,  xiv,  3,  18,  21, 

25.  29.  3°.  31,  33.  36.  67.  84,  108,  116,  163, 
177,  178,  186,  197,  226,  263. 

Burwell,  Lewis,  (James  City)  Burgefs.    xiv,    3,     10. 

26,  29,  67,  75,  76,  216. 
Burwell,  Robert,  172,  173. 
Burwell's  Ferry,  233. 
Byrd,  William,  128,  173,  186. 
Byrd's  Warehoufe,  94,  96,  no,  128. 
Byrn,  Jofeph,  Petitioner,  81,  184. 


Cabell,  Jofeph,  Burgefs,   xiv,   3,    67,   68,   100,112, 
163,  244,  246,  247. 


Cabell,  Jr.,  William,  Burgefs,   xiv,   3,   67,    127,    163, 

177,   178,   180,  117,  223,  283. 
Caefar,  (Slave)  181. 
Caldwell,  John.  Petitioner,  192,  193. 
Cambden,  Parifh,  263,  264. 
Cambridge,  xx. 
Cameron,  Uriah,  24. 
Cameron  Parifh,  130. 
Camm,  John,  173. 
Camp,  fchabod,  xiv. 
Campbell,  Archibald,  236. 
Campbell,  Charles,  ix. 
Canadian  Government,  xvi. 
Cannon,  John,  Petitioner,  126. 
Cape  Henry,  Lighthoufe,  16,  22,  27,  30,  31,  32,  35, 

77,  242,  243,  246,  247,  251. 
Carolina  Line,  103. 

Carolina,  Slaves  from,  85,  91,  201,  210. 
Caroline  County,  Burgeffes,  3,  67,  68,  163;  Dryfdale 

Parifh,    117,    22fi;   Elections,    74,    205;   Men- 
tioned, 180,  223;  Militia,  235;  Petitions,  80. 

121,   183. 
Carr,  Dabney,  Burgefs,  xi,  xii,  ^,  10,  28,  39,  41,  52, 

68,  74. 
Carr's  Creek.  96. 

Carrington.  George.  Petitioner,  99. 
Carrington,  Paul,  Burgefs,  xiv,  3,  9,   67,   100,    112, 

121,   163.   186,   189,   193,  201,  202,  204,   216, 

226,  230,  244,  267. 
Carroll,  Charles,  146. 
Carter,  Charles,  (Lancafter)  Burgefs,  xiv,  3,  11,  67, 

106,  163,  177,  178,  198,  216,  217. 
Carter,  Charles,  (Stafford)   Burgefs,  xiv,  4,  9,  note, 

10,  31,  68,  164,  176,  177,  178,  181,  182,  189, 

IQ3- 

Carter,  Robert,  33,  173,  iq8,  239. 

Carter,  Robert  Wormley,  Burgefs,  xiv,  4,  10,  68,  75, 
76,  164,  177,  178". 

Carter's  Run,  86,  228. 

Cary,  Archibald.  Burgefs,  xii,  xiv,  3,  10,  n,  13,  14, 
15,  18,  20,  22,  23,  24,  25,  26,  28,  30,  32,  39, 
41,  52,  67,  82,  93,  97,  98,  101,  106,  113,  123, 
125,  128,  130,  13S,  163,  177,  189,  190,  191, 
192,  193,  196,  197,  198,  199,  204,  205,  206, 
207,  208,  209,  210,  212,  214,  217,  218,  219, 
221,  222,  231,  237,  239,  241,  245,  246,  248, 
249,  250,  251,  262,  263,  264,  265,  270,  271, 
272.  274,  275,  283. 

Cary,  Richard,  xiv,  75,  76,  177,  179. 

Cary,  Wilfon  Miles,  Petitioner,  106,  no,  114,  118, 
192,   196,   210,   218,  229. 

Caftration,   224. 

Cafwell,  Richard,  64. 

Cattle,  130. 

Cedar  Point,  103,  104. 

Cedar  Rim,  86. 

Chamberlaine,  James  Boyd,  63. 

Chamberlayne.  Edward  Pye,  130. 

Chaplain.  See  Price,  Thomas, 

Charles  II..  212,  219. 

Charles  City,  Election,  205. 

Charles  City  County,  Burgeffes,  3,  67,  163. 

Charlefton,  xiii. 

Charles  Town,  55,  157. 

Charlotte  County,  Burgeffes,  3,  67,  163;  Divifion  of 
County,  120,  185;  Elections,  9,  79,  205;  Peti- 
tions, 14,  81,  107,  in,  115,  116,  184. 

Charlotte  Court  Houfe,  124. 

Chafe,  Samuel,  63,  146,  156,  158. 

Chatham,  Lord,  xix,  213,-220. 

Chatham's  Bill,  213,  220. 

Chefapeake  Bay,  243,  246. 

Chefterfield  County,  Burgeffes,  3,  67,  163;  Ferry, 
no;  Militia,  234;  Ofborne's  Warehoufe,  131, 
132;  Petitions,  14,  22,  25,  26,  30,  31,  35,  101, 
107;  Slave  apprehended,  192. 

Chetwood's,  123,  215. 

Chickahominy  River,  120. 

Chickahominy  Swamp,  121. 

Chimneys,  Wooden,  15. 

Chriftian,  William,  Burgefs,  3,  67,  76,  86,  89,  163, 
266,  274. 

Church  of  England,  180,  245. 

Civil  Government,  219. 

Civil  Trials,  255. 

Claiborne,  Richard,  Burgefs,  3,  18,  67,  100,  106, 
163. 

Clapham,  Jofias,  Burgefs,  163,  178,  179,  202,  283. 

Clarke.  John,  Petitioner,  122,  128. 

Clay,  Jofeph,  6r. 

Clayton,  William,  xiv. 
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Clinton,  George,  143. 

Clymer,  George,  148. 

Cocke,  Allen,  Burgefs,  4,  68,  76,  164,  178. 

Cocke,  Benjamin,  Petitioner,  130. 

Cocke,  Hartwell,  Burgefs,  8. 

Cole,  John,  48. 

Coles,  Ifaac,  Burgefs,  xiv,  3,  67,  102,  112. 

Colic,  88. 

College    (William  &  Mary),  Burgefs,  3,  67,  68,  163. 

Collier,  Cecilia,  181,  205. 

Collier,  John,  181,  205. 

Collins,  Henry,  xviii,  224,  231,  232,  233,  258,  260. 

Colonial  Rights,  219. 

Commerce,  220. 

Commercial  opposition,  224. 

Commiffioners,  213. 

Committee  of  Correfpondence, 

Eftablifhed,  xi,  xii,  28;  Jefferfon  on  Forma- 
tion, xi,  xii:  Minutes,  1773,  39-43;  "774.  135" 
140;  1775,  287;  Refolves,  xii,  39; 
Correfpondence  1773: 

Letter  to  Connecticut,  42,  43;  Letters  from 
Connecticut,  52,  55,  59,  60;  Letter  to  Dela- 
ware, 43;  Letter  from  Delaware,  58;  Letters 
from  Georgia,  5 1 ,  60,  61 ;  Letters  to  Maryland, 
43;  Letter  from  Maryland,  62,  63;  Letter  to 
Maffachufetts,  42,  43;  Letters  from  Maffa- 
chufetts,  50,  56,  57,  58;  Letter  to  New  Hamp- 
fhire,  43;  Letter  from  New  Hampfhire,  49; 
Letter  to  New  York,  42,  43 ;  Letter  from  New 
York,  47 ;  Letter  to  North  Carolina,  43 ;  Let- 
ter from  North  Carolina,  63,  64;  Letter  to 
John  Norton,  42;  Letter  from  John  Norton, 
53,  54;  Letter  to  Pennsylvania,  43;  Letter 
from  Pennsylvania,  56;  Letter  to  Rhode 
Ifland,  42,  43;  Letter  from  Rhode  Ifland,  48; 
Letter  to  South  Carolina,  43;  Letter  from 
South  Carolina,  54; 
Correfpondence   1774: 

Letters  to  Connecticut,  135,  137,  138;  Let- 
ters from  Connecticut,  144,  151;  Letter  to 
Delaware,  138;  Letter  from  Delaware,  149; 
Letter  from  Frederickfburg,  150;  Letter  to 
Georgia,  138;  Letters  to  Maryland,  138,  139, 
140;  Letters  from  Maryland,  145,  146,  155, 
156,  158;  Letter  to  Maffachufetts,  138;  Let- 
ters from  Maffachufetts,  149,  150,  156;  Let- 
ters to  New  Hampfhire,  138;  Letters  from 
New  Jerfey,  144,  145,  151,  158;  Letter  to 
New  York,  138;  Letters  from  New  York,  151, 
154,  155;  Letters  from  North  Carolina,  153, 
154;  Letters  to  Pennfylvania,  138,  140,  Let- 
ters from  Pennfylvania,  146,  147,  152,  157, 
158;  Letter  to  South  Carolina,  138;  Letter 
from  South  Carolina,  157,  158;  Letter  to 
Rhode  Ifland,  138;  Letter  from  Rhode  Ifland, 

152'. 
Correfpondence  1775: 

Letter  to  New  York,  287;  Letter  from  New 
York,  288. 
Committees,  Courts  of  Juftice,  76,  178;  Privileges 
and  Elections,  10,  n,  75,  76,  177;  Propofi- 
tions  and  Grievances,  75,  76,  178;  Public 
Claims,  76,  178;  Religion,  75,  76,  177;  Trade, 

76.  »79- 

Companies,  Independent,  261. 

Companies,  Volunteer,  261. 

Concord,  Battle  of,  xx. 

Conferences,  272. 

Congrefs,  General,  140;  Mentioned,  155,  156,  158, 
177,  190,  191,  213;  Refolutions,  252. 

Connecticut,  Committee  of  Correfpondence,  41,  42, 
43.  52,  55.  59.  °o.  '38,  144,  1S1.  '54,  155; 
Mentioned,  xx.  See  ajso  Committee  of  Cor- 
refpondence. 

Conner,  James,  116. 

Connolly,  John,  92,  93. 

Conrod,  Ulrich,  Petitioner,  216. 

Conftantinople,  150. 

Conway,  Timothy,  Petitioner,  105,  113. 

Cook,  Counterfeiters,  229. 

Cooper,  William,  148. 

Corbin,  Gawin.  173. 

Corbin,  John  T.,  Burgefs,  3,  67,  76,  126. 

Corbin,  Richard,  xxi,  xxii,  173,  198. 

Comftalk,  (Indian  Chief)  278,  282. 

Corotoman  River,  11,  12,  13,  16,  24. 

Council,  To  Burgeffes,  agreeing  to  Free  Conference, 
June  ai,  1775,  272;  Conference  members 
appointed,  June  15,  1775,  239;  Eftates,  June 
14,    1775,    228;    Free   Conference   requefted, 


June  15,  1771;,  238,  239;  Gun  Locks  June  17, 
1775,  249;  Helenfburg  June  20,  1775,  268, 
270;  Intailed  Lands,  June  20,  1775,  267; 
Joint  Addrefs  to  Governor  agreed  upon,  June 
8,  1775,  208;  June  17,  1775,  251;  June  21, 
'775.  272,  273;  Governor's  anfwer  to  Joint 
Addrefs,  June  20,  1775,  270;  Militia  Accounts, 
June  91,  1775.  -74;  Militia,  34,  35;  Parifh 
Levies,  June  23,  :77s,  278;  Public  Arms,  June 

17.  1775.  251;  J"ne  '5.  '775.  238.  239; 
Speaker's  Salary,  June  16,  177s,  244. 

Counterfeiters,  Expense  in  Apprehending,  18,  19,  20, 
24,   264. 

Counterfeits,  Dcfcription,  viii,  ix,  x. 

Counterfeiting,  Act  to  prevent,  31,  32;  Law  againft, 
29;  Money  of  other  Colonies,  13,  35,  43,  48, 
54.  55.  59.  60,  62,  Virginia  Currency,  7,  9,  15, 
16,    27,   32. 

Court  Martial,  34. 

Court  of  Inquiry,  39.  49,  64. 

Courts  of  Admiralty,  213. 

Courts  of  Juftice,   215,  234. 

Coutts,  William,  61. 

Cow  Pafture,  79,  182. 

Cox,  John,  148. 

Cox,  Jofeph,  24. 

Craig's  Creek,  79,  182. 

Crane,  Stephen,  145,  158. 

Creagh,  John,  8,  32,  75,  176. 

Credit,  Public,  Act  to  Secure,  26,  28,  35. 

Criminal  Law,  22. 

Criminals,  23. 

Criminals  Tranfported,  219. 

Croley,  Elizabeth,  Petitioner,  21 1,  225,  263,264,274. 

Croley,  Samuel,  211,  263,  264. 

Crooke,  Richard  C,  61. 

Cruger,  John,  47,  143,  151,  154,  155. 

Culpeper,  Lord,  212. 

Culpeper  County,  Burgeffes,  3,  67,  163;  Commif- 
fioners, 283; Elections,  205 ; Petitions,  in,  112, 

118,  202,  215,  221. 

Cumberland  County,  Burgeffes,  3,  67,  163;  Election, 

205;  Ferry,  99;  Petition,  14; 
Cufhing,  Thomas,  50,  58,  150,  156. 
Cuftom  Commiffioners,    144. 
Cuftom  Frauds,  200. 

D. 

Dale,  Parifh,  Boundaries,  22,  25,  26,  30,  31,  35. 

Dames,  John,  Petitioner,  77,  246,  250,  251,  274. 

Dan  River,  88,  118;  Ferry  over,  13. 

Dandridge,  Bartholomew,  Burgefs,  xiv,  4,  10,  13, 
20,  68,  75,  76,  108,  127,  164,  177,  178,  179, 
180,  189,  193,  199,  204,  207,  218,  223,  230. 

Daniel.  (Slave)  208,  224. 

Daniel,  John,  14. 

Dartmouth,  Lord,  Dunmore  Letter  Concerning  Dif- 
affection  of  Colony,  ix,  xvii,  xxi;  Men- 
tioned,  241,  253. 

Davenport,  Jofeph,  xiv. 

Davenport,  Thomas,  13. 

Davies,  Nicholas,  Petitioner,  132. 

Davis,  John,  n. 

Davis  Warehoufe,  104. 

Day,  John,  Burgefs,  163,  179. 

Day,  William,  Petitioner,  179, 180, 195,  210,  218,  244. 

Deane,  Silas,  53,  55,  60,  144,  151. 

Deer,  Unlawful  to  fhoot,  23,  81,  82,  85,  107,  in, 
112,  121,  184,  200,  216,  226,  240,  244,  248, 
266,  267,  276. 

De  Gray,  William,  136. 

De  Hart,  John,  158. 

De  Jarnett,  James,  13. 

De  Knoyellis,  John,  143. 

Delancey,  James,  143,  154,  155. 

Delaware,  mentioned,  138.  See  aljo  Committee  of 
Correfpondence. 

Delaware  Indians,  230. 

Dent,  Arthur,  Petitioner,  88,  97,  123. 

Derby,  Richard,  Jr.,  51. 

Dickenfon,  Arthur,  xiv. 

Dickinfon,  John,  148. 

Digges,  Cole,  117. 

Digges,  Dudley,  Burgefs,  xii,  4,  10,  26,  28,  29,  35, 
39,41,  42,  43,  47,  51,52,53,  61,68,75,  76.  106, 

119,  126,  129,  135,  137,  138,  140,  164,  177, 
178,  180,  186,  189,  192,  193,  196,  197,  203, 
204,  205,  208,  210,  214,  217,  226,  227,  230, 
237,  238,  239,  240,  241,  246,  266,  272,  274, 
279,    287. 
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Digges,  William,  Jr.,  117,  u;,  126,  127,  225,  266. 

Dinwiddie  County,  Boundary,  100;  Burgeffes,  3,  67, 
163,  164;  Election,  176,  205  ;  Petition,  130,  185. 

Discipline,  Military,  267. 

Dixon,  John,  Petitioner,  77,  124,  115,  190,  195, 
196,  223,  233. 

Doak,  Robert,  Burgefs,  3,  67,  83,  85,  86,  98. 

Dock  Yards,  41,  42. 

Donald,  Robert,  Petitioner,  11,  27,  36,  234. 

Donaldfon,  Samuel,  236. 

Donelfon,  John.  Burgefs,  xiv,  4,  20,  68. 

Donelson,  John,  Jr.,  24. 

Donnan,  David,  185,  222. 

Doorkeepers,  8,  73. 

Drinkard,  William,  8,  32,  75,  176. 

Dropfv,  88. 

Dryfd'ale  Parifh,  Petitions,  80,  82,  117,  183,  185,226. 

Duane,  James,  287. 

Duikett,  John,  63. 

Dumfries,  150. 

Duncan,  Charles,  235. 

Dunmore,  Lady,  xviii,  xix,  74,  78,  207,  231,  232    233. 

Dunmore,  Lord,  Addreffes  1773;  Counterfeiting,  7, 
8,  12,  15,  17,  35;  Criminal  Law,  23'  Ad- 
dreffes 1774;  Boundary  difpute,  14,  90,  91; 
Public  fervice,  73;  Addreffes  1775;  Alarm- 
ing ftate  of  the  Colony,  173,  174,  175;  Com- 
miffioners  appointed,  173.  174;  Indian 
Expedition,  280;  Key  to  Magazine,  201; 
Landing  of  Marines,  198;  Militia,  186,  187, 
278.  279,  280;  Powder,  194,  270,  271; 
Public  Arms,  230,  270,  273,  276;  Public 
Magazine,  193,  194;  Reconciliation  with 
England.  245 ;  Removal  to  Ship  Fowey, 
206,  253;  Speaker,  173;  State  of  Affairs, 
214.  215;  Taxation,  174. 
Letter  to  Dartmouth  on  Danger  of  Attack,  xxi, 
xxii,  xxiii;  Powder,  xvii,  xviii,  xix;  Reafon  for 
affembling  Burgeffes,  1773,  ix,  x,  xi;  Letter 
to  Virginia  on  Powder  Queftion,  xvi,  xvii; 
Proclamations,  ix,  x,  xi,  xv,  xvi,  xvii,  3,  6, 
69,  70,  165,  166,  167,  168,  169,  170,  172;  Pro- 
rogations, ix,  xiv.  xv,  5,  6,  36,  69,  70,  132, 
165,  166,  167,  168,  169,  170;  Governor 
mentioned,  vii,  ix,  xi,  xvi,  xvii,  xxi,  xxii, 
165,  166,  173,  230,  232.  233,  241,  278. 

Dunmore  County,  Burgeffes,  3,  67,  68,  163;  Clerk 
of  Court;  9,  Court  Day,  267;  Elections,  12, 
74,  205;    Petitions,  121,  123. 

Dunmore,  Fort,  187. 

Durett,  John,  104,  113. 

Duvall.Samuel,Burgefs,xiv,3,  15,67,  75,98,  163,177. 

Dver.  Elifha,  Petitioner,  229,  264,  265. 


East,  John,  24. 

Eaft  Guilford,  xx. 

Eaft  India  Commodities,  255. 

Eaft  India  Company,  xiii,  xiv,  53,  60. 

Eaft  Indies,  146,  147. 

Eckols.  Jofeph,  24. 

Edmundfon,  James,  Burgefs,  xiv,  3,  18,  67,  76,  163, 

178. 
Edwards,  Thomas,  216. 
Elections,  controverted,  10,  75. 
Eley's  Ford,  in,  202,  216. 
Elizabeth    City    County,    Burgeffes,     3,    67,     163; 

Elections,  205. 
Elizabeth  River,  246. 
Elizabeth  Town,  158. 
England,  xiii,  92,  219,  225;    Seal,  212. 
Eppes,  Francis,  eftate,  83,  104,  no. 
Eppes,  Francis,  Sergeant  at  Arms,  32. 
Effex,  County,  Burgeffes,  3,  67,  163;  Election,  205; 

Ritchie  depofition,  235;  Warehoufe,  108. 
Eftates,  difpofal  of ,  125. 
Eftave,  Andrew,  in. 
Evans,  Thomas,  236. 
Everhard,  Thomas,  32. 
Exports,  188,  255. 
Evre,  Severn,  Burgefs,  8. 


Fairfax,  Thomas,  Lord,  21,  81,  112,  184. 
Fairfax  County,  Burgesses,  3,  67,  163;      Petitions, 

119,  123,  262,  263. 
Fairfield,  Committee  of  Correfpondence,  xx,  52. 
Fairs,  15. 
Falmouth,  Settlement.    119,  262;  Warehoufe,   104, 


Faneuil  Hall,  148. 

Fair,  Thomas,  Jr.,  55. 

Farthing,  Richard,  24. 

Faulcon,  Nicholas,  Jr.,  Burgefs,  xiv,  4,  8,  note,  68, 
76,   164,   179. 

Fauquier,  Francis,  Governor,  114. 

Fauquier  County,  Burgeffes,  3,  67,  163;  Elections, 
9.  79.  131,  205;  Scott  Petition,  86. 

Fee  Bill,  234,  237. 

Fees,  85,  90,  200. 

Felony,  224. 

Femes  Covert,  104,  114,  1 1 6.  117,  120,  125. 

Ferries,  Acts,  25,  27,  36;  Corotoman  River,  n,  12, 
13,  16,  24;  Dan  River,  13,  88,  211;  James 
River,  22,  99;  New  River,  242;  Parrott's 
Creek,  13;  Rapidan  River,  in;  Rappa- 
hannock River,  13,  83.  122,  197,  2i5;Rivanna 
River,  130;  Shenandoah  River,  21,  81,  82, 
112;  Teague's  Creek,  13;  Warwick  on 
James,  22. 

Field,  Abram,  Petitioner,  189,  204,  229. 

Field,  Ezekiel,  Petitioner,  229. 

Field,  Henry,  Jr.,  Burgefs,  xiv,  3,  iS,  20,  67,  94,  95, 
122,  163,  176,  178,  240. 

Field,  John,  Petitioner,  189,  229. 

Fincaftle  County,  Burgeffes,  3,  67,  163;  Commif- 
fioners,  283;  Elections,  79,  85,  86,  205; 
Parifh.  118.  122;    Petitions,  8S,  107,  226. 

Fincaftle,  Fort.     See  Fort  Fincaftle. 

Finley's  Point,  82,  87,  185. 

Finnie. •,  231. 

Fipher,  Martin,  Petitioner,  106. 

Fifh,  Exports,  123. 

Fifher,  Hendrick.  145. 

Fifher,  Thomas,  Petitioner,  98,  99,  101,  105,  113. 

Fifheries,  220. 

Fitzhugh,  William.  Burgefs.  3,  10.  67,  75,  76,  87, 
106,  163,  177,  178,  182. 

Fleming,  William,  Burgefs,  xiv,  3,  67,  98,  163,  177, 
202,  222,  249,  2S3. 

Fleming's  Mountain,  80,  183. 

Florida,  252. 

Flower  de  Himdred,  24. 

Flowers,  Thomas,  Petitioner,  229,  264.  265. 

Floyd,  Will.  287. 

Fluvanna  River,  90,  99,  125,  126,  132. 

Forgeries,  viii,  25,  26,  264. 

Forts,  Cumberland,  122;  Fincastle,  187;  Neceffity, 
129;    Old  Point  Comfort,  77:    Pitt,  250,  268. 

Fofter.  Jedediah,  51. 

Fofter,  Colonel,  xx. 

Fowev,  H.  M.  S..  xvi.  xviii,  xxi,  198,  199,  206,  209, 
280,  281. 

Fox,  Jofeph,  148. 

Foy,  Captain,  231,  232,  233,  258. 

France,  173. 

Frazer,  Jane,  Petitioner,  129. 

Frazer,  John,  Petitioner,  129. 

Frederick  County,  Md.,  in. 

Frederick  County,  Va.,  Burgeffes,  3,  67.  163; 
Court  Day.  267;  Elections,  S,  79;  Ferries, 
81.  112,  184;  Parifhes,  115,  118,  267; 
Petitions,  104.  119.  121,  123. 

Frederick  Parifh.  115,  120,  122,  238,  240,  244,  267. 

Frederickfburg,  Armed  men,  235;  Mafs  meeting, 
236;  Militia,  xviii;  Refolutions,  150;  Troops 
moving  towards  Williamfburg,  231. 

Free  Trade,  220. 

Fry,  Jofeph,  251,  268. 

Fuqua,  William,  211. 

G. 

Gadsdex,  Chriftopher,  55. 

Gage,  Thomas,  xix.  148. 

Gallafpy,  Alexander,  Petitioner,  108.  128. 

Galloway,  Jofeph.  56,  157,  158. 

Gait,  James,  Petitioner,  249  268,  26<). 

Gaming,  36. 

Gaol,  Enlarged,  19,  29.  30,  31.  32. 

Gaoler,  17,  131,  249. 

Gardner,  Thomas,  51,  130. 

Garland,  George,  195,  225. 

Gatesville,  101,  131.  132. 

George  II.,  200,  228. 

George  III.,  153,  173,  200,  281,  282. 

George,  James.  229,  264. 

Georgia,"  Committee  of  Correfpondence,  51,  60.  61, 
62,  138;  Exports,  252;  Governor,  62.  See 
aljo  Committee  of  Correfpondence. 

Gerry,  Eldridge,  51. 
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Gibfon,  John,   148. 

Giddinge,  John,  49. 

Gilchrift,  Robert,   234. 

Gingafkin  Indians,  Petition,  14;  Truftees,  18,  21,  25, 

29.  36. 
Glafs,  Zachariah,  13. 
Gloucefter  County,  Burgeffes,  3,  67,   163;  Burwell 

Petition,    21;    Cary    Petition,    192;    Hobday 

Petition,  1 1 1. 
Goats,  29. 

Godwin,   Kinchin,   209. 
Goldfborough,  Robert,   156. 
Goldwire,  Jofeph,  62. 
Goochland  County.  Burgeffes.  3,  67,  163. 
Goodwin.  Bofwell,  Petitioner.  103.  109. 
Goodwin,  James,  Petitioner,  103,  100. 
Goofe  Creek.    80,    83. 
Govan,  Archibald,  236. 
Governor's  Palace.  273. 
Grapes,  in. 
Graves,  Admiral,  xix. 
Gray,  Edwin,  Burgefs,  xiv,  4,  9,  18,  21,  68,  102,  164, 

177.  178- 
Gray's  Creek  Warehoufe,   124. 
Great  Britain,  Mentioned,  xiii,  xxii,  49,  57,  136,  144, 

145,   148,   149.   'S3.   '54.  157.  J73.   i7S.  212, 

213,  215,  219,  220,  234,  237,  253,  256,  257, 

261,  281,  282. 
Great  Meadows,   129. 
Green,  James.  64. 

Greenhill.  Pafchal.  Burgefs,  4,  12,  14,  67. 
Greenleaf,  Jonathan,   51. 
Gregory,  John.  24. 
Gregory.  William.  24. 

Grey,  William  De.     See  De  Grey,  William. 
Griffith,  David,  Petitioner,  xiv,  17,  81,  82,  96,  107, 

184,    185. 
Grymes,  Bengamin.  Petitioner,  81,  82,  184,  185. 
Guilford,  xx.  217.  Warehoufe,  17,  81,  184. 
Guilford  Creek.  87,  1S5. 
Gunpowder.     See  Magazine,  alfo  Powder. 
Guns,  Deftroved,  258. 
Gwatkin.   124.  126. 

H. 

Habersham,  James,  62. 

Halifax  County.  Burgeffes.  3,  67,  163;  Clerk  Court, 
9;  Commiffioners,  283;  Dan  River,  13;  Divi- 
fion,  120;  Petitions,  107,  109,  no,  115,  118, 
211;  Sheriff,   13. 

Halifax  Court  Houfe,   24. 

Hall,  John,  63,   146. 

Hall's  Creek,  96. 

Ham,  Stephen,  181,  204. 

Hamilton.  Hugh.  234. 

Hammond.  Matthias,  63,  146. 

Hampfhire  County,  Attorney's  Petition,  121,  123; 
Burgeffes,  3.  67,  163;  Court  Day,  267;  Elec- 
tions, 8,  79;  Petitions,  181,  216. 

Hancock,  John.   51. 

Hanover  County.  Burgeffes,  3,  67,  163;  Elections, 
8,  79;  Minute  Men,  23,2;  Petitions,  120,  121, 
189;  Prefbytery,  189.' 

Hanfbury,   Peter,    227. 

Hardy,  Richard,  Burgefs.  xiv,  3,  67,  82. 

Harnett,  Cornelius.  64,  154. 

Harrifon,  Benajmin.  Burgefs,  xii,  xiv,  3,  8,  10,  n, 
14,  15,  16,  20,  22,  26,  28,  30,  31,  39,  41,  52, 
53.  67,  74,  75.  76.  03.  i°6.  n6.  117,  125,  130, 
137,   138,   163,   190,   191. 

Harrifon,  William,  xiv. 

Hart,  John  De.     See  De  Hart.  John. 

Hart,  Martha,  78. 

Hart,  Mary,  78 

Hartford,  144. 

Harvey,  John,  63.  154. 

Harwood,  Edward,  Petitioner,  11S,  129,  180,  186. 
203,  210.  228. 

Harwood,  Elizabeth.  118,  129,  1  So,  186,  203.  210,  228. 

Harwood.  William.  Burgefs,  xiv,  4.  10,  67.  75,  76, 
164,  177.  178,  186,  204,  226. 

Hawlev.  Tofeph.  51,  150. 

Heath.  William,  51,  58,  150. 

Hectic  Fever,  88." 

Helenfburg,  Town  Eftablifhed,  224,  240,  265,268. 
Henrico  County,  BrvceTeftimony.  235:  Burgeffes,  3, 
67,  163;  Elections  205;  MinuteMen,  236;  Peti- 
tions, 94,  120;  Richmond  Town,  16,  21,  25, 
20,36:  Richmond  Town  Convention,  177.  191. 
Henry.  James,  Burgefs,  xiv,  3.  18.  19,  26,  67,  82, 
98,  101,  125,  201,  227. 


Henry,  John,  24. 

Henry,  Patrick,  Burgefs,  xi,  xii.  xiv, XV,  xxi,  xxii,  3, 
13,  14,  19,  20,  38,  39,  52,  67,  75,  76,  127,  137, 
163, 190,  191. 
Herbert,  William,  88,  94,  242. 
Herring,  John,  287. 
Hewes,  Jofeph,  64,  154. 
Hicks,  William.  8.  32,  75,  176. 
Highway  Legiflation,  95. 
Hildreth,  Ifaac,  Engineer,  246,  269,  270. 
Hill,  James,  13. 
Hinchman,  John,  145. 
Hite,  Abraham,  250,  268. 
Hite,  John,  Jr.,  Burgefs,  xiv,  163. 
Hite,  "Thomas,  Burgefs,  3,  67,  102,  112. 
Hobday,  John,  Inventor,  in,  116,  117. 
Hodge,  Thomas,  234. 
Hogs,  15,  29. 
Holftons,  River,  108. 

Holt,  James,  Burgefs,  xiv,  4,  10,  13,  18,   26,  68,  75, 
76.   93.    95.    IOS>     Ifc4»     l67.    178,    230,    240, 
246,    269. 
Holt,  William,  xiv. 
Home  Spun.  256. 
Hooper,  William,  64,  154. 

Hopkins.  Stephen,  48,  153. 

Horfe  Stealing,  120. 

Hofpital,  Public,  268,  269,  274. 

Houfe  of  Burgeffes,  Chaplain,  32;  Clerk,  32;  Door- 
keeper, 32;  Journal,  22,  23;  Members,  3,  67, 
163;  Sergeant  at  Arms,  32. 

Hovers.  Boftley,  216. 

Howe,  Robert,  64,   154. 

Howell,  Samuel,  148. 

Hubard,  Cuthbert.  24. 

Hubard.  James,  10,  n. 

Hudfon.  Hall,  24. 

Hughes'  River,  112. 

Hungars  Parifh.  Petition  of  Refident,  86,  186,  195. 

Hunt,  Charles,  88,  94. 

Hunt,  Mofes,  116. 

Hunt,  Nathaniel,  13,  27,  36. 

Hunt,  William,  131. 

Hunter,  William,  Printer,  190,  195,  196. 

Hunting,  23,  81. 

Hunting  Quarter  Run,   10 1. 

Huf tings  Courts,    23. 

Hutchings,  Jofeph,  Burgefs,  xiv,  4,  16,  68,  76,  93, 
95,  114,  164,  177,  178,  179,  233,  240,  246. 

Hutchings,  Thomas,  24,  75. 

Hutchinfon.  Thomas,  148. 

Hyland,  Robert,  Doorkeeper,  8,  32,  75,  176. 

I. 

Idiots,  200,  266. 

Indians,  Depredations,  97  ;  Expedition,  xxi,  188,  230, 
248,  265,  266,  267;  Hoftilities,  92,  222;  Men- 
tioned, 18,  21,  25,  29,  36;  Trade,  129;  Trou- 
bles, 93 ;  Wars,  xv. 

Ingram,  James,  236. 

Innes,  Hugh,  Burgefs,  xiv,  4,  68,  75,  76,  198,  271. 

Innes,  James,  xiv. 

Infurrections,  84.  89,  101,  105,  112,  200,  209,  267, 
271.   275. 

Invafion.  84,  89,  101,  105,  112,  200,  209,  213,  220, 
267,  271,  275. 

Ireland,  173,  188,  220. 

Irvin,  James,  13. 

Ifland  Creek.  107. 

Ifle  of  Wight  County,  Burgeffes,  3,  67,  163;  Petition, 
105. 

Ives,  Jofiah,  269. 

Jacob,  (Slave)  104,  114. 

jail.     See  Gaol. 

jailer.     See  Gaoler. 

James  City  County.  Burgeffes,  3,  67,  163;  Burwell 
Petition,  216. 

James  River,  79,  80,  89,  94,  99,  182,  183;  Ferries, 
22;  Navigation,  246,  269. 

fames  River  Falls.  246,  249,  269. 

jameftown,  Burgeffes,  3,  67,  163;  Election,  205. 

Jauncey.  James,  143.  154,  155- 

jay,  John,  287. 

jefferfon,  Martha,  Petitioner,  83,  84,  98,   112,   116. 

Jefferfon.  Thomas,  Burgefs.  xi,  xii,  xiv,  xv,  3,  10,  20, 
26,  28,  39,  41.  52,  67,  82,  83,  84,  98,  112,  116, 
130,  138,  163,  177,  178,  189,  193,  196,  204, 
214,  215:  On  Bofton  Port  Bill,  xv;  On  forma- 
tion of  Committee  of  Correfpondence,  xi,  xii. 
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Johnfon,  B.,  150. 

Johnfon,  James,   102,   n  1. 

Johnfon,  John,  236. 

Johnfon,  Mofes,  13. 

Johnfon,  O.  B.,  xx. 

Johnfon,  Thomas,  Burgefs,  xiv,  63,  67,  68,  74,  note, 
125,  163. 

Johnfon,  Thomas,  Jr.,  146,  155,  158. 

Johnfton,  Samuel,  64,  154. 

Jones,  James,  87. 

Jones,  John,  Burgefs,  3,  18,  20,  26,  68,  75. 

Jones,  Jofeph,  Burgefs,  3,  10,  26,  29,  67,  75,  76,  87, 
93.  "3.  163,  177,  178,  182,  189,  191,  193,  196, 
199,  203,  204,  207,  209,  210,  214,  217,  218, 
221,  230,   237,   239,   241,   246,   248,   249,   250, 

251,  262,  266,  267,  272,  277. 
Jones,  Thomas,  87. 

Jones,  W.,  61. 

Journals,  Authorized  to  be  printed,  22,  23,    253. 

Juda,  (Slave)  181. 

Judkins,  Samuel,  124. 

Judy,  (Slave)  204. 

Juftices  of  the  Peace,  34. 

K. 

Kanawha  River,  182,  187,  189,  229. 

Keefe,  Arthur,  24. 

Keeling,  James,  104,   113. 

Kelly,  Jacob,  24. 

Kelly,  Timothy,  266. 

Kenner,  Rodham,  Burgefs,  xiv,  4,  9,  note,  68, 82,  164. 

Kennon,  Robert,  no,  234. 

Kennons,  no. 

Kent  on  the  Delaware,  138. 

Killingfforth,  xx. 

King,  Henry,  Burgefs,  xiv,  3,  iS,  31,  67,  76,  163, 
178,   186,   197. 

King,  John,  104. 

King,  Walter,  90,  126. 

King  and  Queen  County,  Burgeffes,  3,  67,  163;  Pe- 
titions, 79,  80,  182,  186,  193;  Stratton  Major 
Parifh,   128. 

King  George  County.  Boundary,  77,  87,  93,  98,  109, 
112,  113,  182,  191,  218,  244;  Burgeffes,  3, 
67,  163;  Election,  205;  Independent  Com- 
pany, 235. 

King  William  County,  Burgeffes,  3,  67,  163;  Peti- 
tions, 82,  127,  185,  218,  164;  St.  John  Parifh, 
.  31,  127,  242,  248,  249,  253;  Todd  Petition. 
124;  John  Waller  Petition,  109;  John  Weft 
Petition,  94,  179,  216,  223,  274. 

Kinzie,  James,  145,  158. 

Kiffam,  Daniel,  143,  154,  155. 

Klug,  Samuel,  xiv. 

Knibb,  John,  115. 

Knoyellis,  John  de.     See  De  Knoyellis,  John. 

L. 

Lancaster  County,  Burgeffes,  3,  67,  i63,Corotoman 
River,  13,  16,  24;  Election,  205;  Ferries,  n, 
12,  83,  197,  215;  Mentioned,  216. 

Land  Grants,   127. 

Langhorne,  William,  Burgefs,  xiv,  4,  18,  68,  76,  164, 
178,  186,  204,  226. 

Lankford,  Benjamin,  164,  211. 

Lawry,  Gawin,  n. 

Lawfon,  Daniel,  195,  225. 

Lawfon,  John,  211. 

"Lawfon,"  7,  note. 

Lawyers  Petition,  121,  122. 

Layton's  Warehoufe,  108,  128. 

Lebanon,  55. 

Lee,  Betty,  Eftate.  86,  186. 

Lee,  Francifs  Lightfoot,  Burgefs,  xi,  xiv,  xv,  4,  10, 
29,  68,  75,  76,  164,  177,  178,  189,  193,  207,  217. 

Lee,  Henry,  Burgefs,  xiv,  4,  9,  10,  n,  12,  19,  20, 
26,  29,  31,  68,  74,  75,  76,  82,  87,  94,  122,  131, 
132,  164,  173,  174,  177,  178,  181,  182,  189, 
190.  193,  199,  202,  207,  2io,  222,  224,  228, 
229,  230,  231,  237,  240,  242,  244,  245,  248, 

252,  264,  265,  270,  283. 
Lee,  Kendal,  Eftate,  86,  186. 

Lee,  Richard,  Burgefs,  xiv,  4,  8,  9,  10,  68,  75,  76, 
104,  164,  177,  178,  224,  225,  268,  269,  283. 

Lee,  Richard  Henry,  Burgefs,  xi,  xii,  xiv,  xv,  4,  13, 
14,  15,  18,  19,  20,  22,  23,  25,  26,  28,  29,  31, 
39,  41,  52,  68,  74,  75.  76,  79,  84,  87,  88,  89, 
90,  91,  92,  93,  94,  95,  96,  99,  104,  106,  133, 
124,  125,  126,  130,  137,  138,  164,  190,  191. 


Lee,  Thomas  Ludwell,  Burgefs,  20,  164. 

Leeds,  Parifh,  86.  228. 

Le  Grand,  Peter,  Burgefs,  xiv,  4,  68,  76,  91,  164. 

Leigh,  William,  xiv. 

Lemon,   (Slave)   222. 

Leonard,  Daniel,  51. 

Levies,  92,  120,  201,  202,  210,  211,  242. 

Lewis,  Andrew,  Burgefs,  3,  67,  82,   103,   163,   164, 

180,   181,  202,  211,  222,  230,  263,  274,  280, 

282. 
Lewis,  Charles,  Burgefs,  3.  8,  note,  67,  89,  94,  176. 
Lewis,  Fielding,  87. 
Lewis,  Howell,  211. 
Lexington,  Battle  of,  xix,  xx. 
Library  of  Congrefs,  vii. 
Lightfoot,    John,    Special    officer,    20,    23,    24,    27, 

36. 
Lightfoot,  Sherwood,   24. 
Lighthoufes,  Cape  Henry,  16,  22,  27,  30,  31,  32,  35; 

Old  Point  Comfort,  77. 
Liufeed  Oil,  120,  192,  193. 
Livingfton,  William,   158. 
Livingftone,   Philip,    287. 
London,  Mentioned,  53,  144;  Merchants,  255. 
Loudoun  County,  Burgeffes,  3,  67,  163;  Court  Day. 

n,  12,  14,  21,  27,  36;  Petitions,  81,  96,  102, 

107,    119;   Shelboume   Parifh,    17,    118,    130, 

132,  184. 
Loudoun  Parifh,   122. 
Louifa  County,  Burgeffes,  3,  67,  68,  163;  Elections, 

74;  Gaol  burned,  222;  Mitchell  Petition,  234; 

Robinfon  Petition,  185. 
Lovell,  Daniel,  24. 
Low,  Ifaac,  xxi,  287. 
Lowndes,  Raw,  54. 
Loyd,  Edward,  63. 
Lunatics,  200,  266. 

Lunenburg  County,  Boundaries,  120,  185;  Bur- 
geffes, 3,  67,  163;  Election  12;  Petitions,  14, 

Si,  116,  132,  184. 
Lvle,  James,  Depofition,   234. 
Lynch.  Charles,  Burgefs,  xiv,  3,  67,  68,  102,  163. 
Lyndon,  Jofias,  48,  49. 

Lyne,  George,  Burgefs,  163,  179,  1S0,  198,  223. 
Lynn,  William,  Petitioner,  218,  225,  249 
Lynn,  xx. 

M. 

McBride,  James,  181. 

McCrozkey,  Samuel  Smith,  xiv. 

McDowell,  Samuel,  Burgefs,  xiv,  3,  67,  82,  103,  163, 
177,  178. 

McFarlane,  of  Plainfield,  xxi. 

McKean,  Thomas,  58,  59,  149. 

McKenny,  John,  Petitioner,  182,  204,  229. 

McKinley,  John,  59,  149. 

Maclin,  Frederick,  Burgefs,  67,  68,  163. 

Madifon,  Thomas,   197. 

Magazine,  Public,  Committee,  193,  194;  Contents, 
223,  224;  Depofitions  concerning,  223,  224; 
General  Condition,  224;  Infpected,  193;  Men- 
tioned, xvi.  xvii,  xviii.  189,  193,  201,  214, 
223,  231,  232,  233,  236,  240,  245,  250,  257, 
258,  259,  260,  270,  272,  274;  Powder  re- 
moved from,  223. 

Magdalen,  H.  M.  S.,  260. 

Manchefter,  Tobacco  Infpection,  14,  42;  Ware- 
houfes  Eftablifhed,  25,  28. 

Manchefter  Parifh,  Boundaries,   22,   25,   26,  30,  31, 

35- 

Manchefter  Town,  Tobacco  Infpection  Eftablifhed, 
18,    20. 

"Manfion,"  xxi. 

Manufactures,  256. 

Marblehead,  Mafs.,  148. 

Marines,  landed,  232;  mentioned,   198. 

Marmillod,  Henrietta,  Petitioner,  7S. 

Marrable,  Matthew,  xiv,  3,  67,  68,  102,  163. 

Marffiall,  Benjamin,  148. 

Marfhall,  Charles,  Petitioner,  17,  81,  82,  184,  185. 

Marfhall,  Thomas,  Burgefs,  3,  9,  67,  163,  217,  240. 

Martin,  Bryan,  81,  112,  184. 

Martin,  Dudley   Petitioner,  242,  265,  274. 

Martin,  James,  Petitioner,  115. 

Martin,  John,  Petitioner,  189,  222. 

Martin,  "Thomas  Bryan,  21,  81,  184. 

Maryland,  Cape  Henry  Lighthoufe,  242,  243;  Com- 
mittee of  Correfpondence,  Letters  to  Virginia, 
62,  63,  138,  130,  140,  145.  146,  155,  156,  138, 
Letter   from    Virginia,    43;   Mentioned,    102, 
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in,    151,    283;   Petition,    195;  Refolves,   6a, 
63;  Slaves,  85,  91,   119,  201,   210.     See  alfo 
Committee  of  Correspondence. 
Mafon,  David,  Burgefs,  xiv,  4,  68,  74,  75,  76,   164, 

177.   178,   179. 
Mafon,  John,  24. 

Mafon,  Thomas,  Burgefs.  3,  67,  ->4-- 
Maffachufetts,  Committee  of  Correfpondence,  Com- 
mittee of  Virginia  appointed  to  confer  with 
41;  Letters  to  Virginia,  50,  56-58,  147,  149, 
150,   156;     Exports,  252;  Government,    xvi; 
Invafion  of  Bofton,  124;  Mentioned,  58,  152, 
155;  Refolutions,     150,    156,    157;    Refolves 
50,    51;  Taxes  xiii.      See  alfo  Committee  of 
Correfpondence. 
Maffachufetts  Hiftorical  Society,  vii. 
Mattapony  River,  80,  82,  183,  1 S5. 
Matthews,  Anne,  Petitioner,  208,  217,  226,  266,  274, 

276. 
Matthews,  George,  Burgefs,  163,  164,  176,  note. 
Matthews,  Robert.   Petitioner,   208,   217,   226.   266, 

274,   276. 
May,  Charles,  Burgefs,  xiv,  3,  6,  7,  68. 
May,  John,   197. 

Mayo.  John,  Burgefs,  3,  67,  163,  178 
Mayo,  Jofeph,  90. 
Mayo,  Phillips,  99. 
Mays,  no. 
Meade,  William,  103. 
Meadows,  Battle,  105. 

Mecklenburg  County,  Burgeffes,  3.  67,  163;  County 
Line,  14,  81,  107,  120,  184;  Petitions,  80,  102, 
104,  107,  115,  183 ;  Saint  James  Parifh,  131. 
Mehelm.  John,  145. 
Meherrin  River,  103,  107. 
Memorial,   89. 
Mennonites,  Petition,  217. 

Mercer,  James,  Burgefs,  3,  67,  74,  75,  76,  78,   163,   177, 
178,   179,   180,   181,   182,   189,   190,   191,   193, 
196,  198,   199,   202,   203,   204,  207,   209,   210, 
214,   217,  221,   223,  229,  230,  237,   240,   243, 
244,  246,  248,  253,  277,  278,  279,  282. 
Merchant,  Henry,  48. 
Merchants,  233. 
Meriwether,  Nicholas,   124. 
Middlefex  County,  Burgeffes,  3,  67,  163. 
Mifflin,  Thomas,  148. 
Milby,  Adiel,  Burgefs,  164,  176. 
Militia,  Accounts,  200,  209,  243,  247,  253,  267,  274, 
275,    278,    279,    280,    281,    283;   Difciplining, 
23,  29,  30,  31,  34,  35.  84.  88,  90,  91. 
Mill  Creek,  211. 
Mill  Dams,  80,  95,  228. 
Miller,  John  Frederick,  223. 
Miller,  Simon,  108,  128. 
Millford,   (Slave)    it. 
Mingo   Indians,    187. 
Minor,  Thomas,  94. 
Minute  Men,  232,  235. 
Miffiffippi  River,  xvi._ 
Mitchel,  Henry,  Petitioner,  229,  234,  264. 
Mitchell,  Richard,  Burgefs,  xiv,  3,  n,  12,  13,  16,  25, 

67,  75.  76- 
Mitchell,  Thomas,  234. 
Moffett,  George,  182. 
Money,  7;  Emiffions  of  1769  and  1771,  viii,  15.     See 

Counterfeiting. 
Monk's  Neck  Creek,  100. 
Montagu,  James,  Burgefs,  xiv,   3,   18,  67,  82,   163, 

Montague,  Captain,  xvm,  231,  233. 

Montgomery,  Thomas,   236. 

Moore,  Auguftine,  Burgefs,  3,  67. 

Moring,  Henry,   124. 

Morton's  Warehoufe,   13. 

Mofeley,  Edward  H.,  Jr..  Burgefs,  4,   10.  68,  103. 

Mofs,   Frederick,   13. 

Moulder,  Jofeph,  148. 

Muddy,  Creek,  87. 

Munford,  Robert,  Burgefs,  xiv,  3,  67,  68,  102,  163, 

177,  178,  189,  193,  199,  202,  204,  207,  214. 

217,  221,  230,  241,  249,  279. 
Murphy,  James,  Petitioner,  229,  264,  265. 
Murray,  Hannah,  Petitioner,  195. 
Murray,  James,  Petitioner,  195. 

N. 

Nansemond  County,  Burgeffes,  3,  67,  163;  County 
Line,  82;  Courts,  237;  Election,  208,  221: 
Petitions,  9,  79,  182,  185;  Sheriff,  200 


Nantucket,   252. 
Neavill,  Jofeph.     See  Nevill 
Negro  Outrages,  98,  181. 

Nelfon,  Thomas,  Jr.,  Burgefs,  x.  xiv,  4,  10,  II,  17, 
19,  22,  29,  30,  32,  68,  75,  76,  119,  122,  126, 
127,  129,  164,  173,  177,  178,  179,  180,  186, 
189,  192,  193,  196,  197,  204,  214,  216,  217, 
221,  223,  226,  237,  239,  240,  241,  246,  247, 
250,  251,  263,  266,  269,  272. 
Nefbitt,  John,  148.' 
Nevill,  Jofeph,  Burgefs,  xiv,  3,  8,  note,  67,  76,  163, 

178,  179,   202. 
New  Brunfwick,  158. 
Newby's  Bridge,  22. 
New  Caftle,  58,  138,  149- 

New  Caftle,  Kent  and  Suffex,  Letter  from  Virginia, 
1773,    43.     See    alfo    Committee    of    Corre- 
fpondence, and  Delaware. 
New  England,  213,  220. 
New  Foundland,   252. 

New    Hampfhiiv,    Committee    of    Correfpondence, 
Letters  from  Virginia,  43,  138;  Refolves,  49, 
50.     See    alfo    Committee     of     Correfpond- 
ence. 
New  Haven,  xx,  59,  144. 

New  Jerfey,  Committee  of  Correfpoii'Ionce,   Letter 

"  from  Virginia,   138,  Letter  to  Virginia,   144; 

Mentioned,    151.     See    alfo    Committee    of 

Correfpondence. 

New  Kent  County.  Burgeffes,  3,  68,  164;  Election, 

205;  Intailed  lands,    179. 
New  London,  xx. 
New  Port,  48,  151,  152. 
New  River,  Ferry,  88.  94,  242. 

New  York,  Committee  of  Correfpondence,  41,  42,  43, 

138,    151,    154,    155,    288;    Mentioned,    xxi; 

Refolves,   47,   48,    143.     See  alfo  Committee 

of  Correfpondence. 

New  York  City,  Mentioned,  47,   53,  60;  Tea  Con- 

fignments,  xiii. 
Newfpapers,  47. 
Newton,  Thomas,  Jr.,  Burgefs,  xiv,  4,  68,  76,  93,  95, 

106,  164,  178,  179,  240,  246. 
Nicholas,  George,   231. 

Nicholas,  John,  Burgefs,   163,  178,  184,  230,  283. 
Nicholas,  Robert  Carter,  Burgefs,  viii,  ix,  xi,  xii,  xiv, 
xv,  xviii,  3,  7,  note,  8,  10,  28,  39,  41,  42,  43,  47, 

5i,52>  53.  6l.  67.  135<  I37>  I38>  140,  163,  282, 
287;  as  Treafurer,  x,  xi,  9,  10,  1 1,  12,  13-  14, 
15,  16,  17,  19,  20,  27,  29,  74,  75,  76,  77,  85, 
86,  93,  97,  101,  104,  105,  106,  107,  116,  118, 
125,  126,  130,  174,  176,  178,  179,  180,  186, 
187,  189,  190,  193,  196,  199,  202,  203,  207, 
214,  217,  225,  230,  237,  238,  239,  241,  242, 
246,  253,  266,  272,  277,  278,  279. 

Nichols,  Jeffe,  13. 

Nichols,  John,  21,  81,  112. 

Nixon,  John,  148. 

Non  Export  Agreement,  234,  255. 

Non  Import  Agreement,  255. 

Norfolk,  Catharine  Street,  92,  227;  EleAion,  205; 
Independent  Company,  237;  Main  Street,  92; 
Mentioned,  23,  217,  233;  Petition,  92;  Sur- 
veyors,   269. 

Norfolk  Borough,  Burgeffes,  4,  68,  164;  Militia,  233; 
Petitions,  95,  114,  227,  228. 

Norfolk  County,  Burgeffes,  4.  68,  164;  Petition,  228; 
Surveyor,  246. 

North,  Lord,  xiii,  xxi,  xxii. 

Northampton  County,  Burgeffes,  4,  68,  164;  Elect- 
ions, 8,  79,  176;  Petitions  86,  186,  195,  245; 
Town  laid  out,  16. 

North  Carolina,  Cattle  imports,  130;  Committee  of 
Correfpondence,  43,  63,  64,  138,  153,  154; 
Mentioned,  149;  Refolves,  63,  64.  See  alfo 
Committee  of  Correfpondence. 

North  Mountain,  96. 

North  River,  96,  246. 

Northern  Neck  Grants,  3^. 

Northumberland  County,  Burgeffes,  4,  68,  164; 
Elections,  9,  79;  Intailed  lands,  216. 

Norton,  John,  Englifh  Agent,  41;  Letter  to,  42; 
Letter  from,  53-54. 

Norvell,  William.  Burgefs,   163,   177,   180,   189,   193. 

Norwich,  xx. 

Nottaway  River,  Bridge  over,  9,  12,  14,  21,  27,  36; 
Mentioned,  79,  100,  182. 

Nottaway  River  Run ,  1  o  1 . 

Nova  Scotia,  252. 
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Ohio  Indians,   Mentioned,    187;    Treaty,   246,   266, 

277,  282. 
Ohio  River,  xvi,  139,  250,  268. 
Old  Point  Comfort,  Fort,  77,  246,  251. 
Orange  County,  Burgeffes,  68,   164;    Elections,  75, 

205;   Mentioned,  87,  178. 
Organift,  17,  29. 
Ofborne,  John,  101,  131. 
Ofbornes,  ioi. 

Ofborne's  Warehoufe,  131,  132. 
Overwharton  Parifh,  Petition,  80,  1S3,  185. 
Owen,  John,  8?.  88. 


Paca,  William,  63,  146,  156,  158. 

Pace,  John,  24. 

Pace,  William,  24. 

Page,  John,  Burgefs,  3,  10,  68,  74,  75,   76,   S7,    126, 

173.  '77.  178,  189,  193,  262. 
Page,  Mann,  Jr.,  Burgefs,  xiv,  4,  68,  164. 
Paine,  Robert  Treat,  156. 
Palmer,  J.,  xx. 

Pamunkey  Rivers.  80,  82,  183,  185. 
Paper  Money,  emiffion  of,  279. 
Parifh   Levies,   95,    200,   242,   244,    252,    266,    276, 

278. 
Parker,  Francis,  13. 
Parker,  William,  49,  50. 
Parliament,  Acts,  41,  42;   Journals,  42;  Mentioned, 

28,  212. 
Parrot's  Creek,  Ferry,  13. 
Parfons,  Samuel  Holden,  53,  60,  144. 
Pasteur,  William,  231,  232. 
Pateffield,  Eftablifhed,  195,  242,  249. 
Patterfon,  Thomas,  92,  98. 
Paxton,  Thomas,  131. 
Payne,  Benjamin,  53,  55,  60,  144. 
Payne,  John,  24. 

Pelham,  Peter,  Petitioner,  17,  19,  131. 
Pemberton,  John,  Petitioner,  229,  264. 
Pendleton,  Edmund,  Burgefs,  xii,  xiv,  3,  8,  10,  12, 
14,  15,  16,  18,  20,  21,  23,  25,  26,  27,  28,  30, 
31.  32.  33.  39.  52.  67,  74,  75.  76,  78,  105,  108, 
109,   no,   113,   115,   116,   117,   122,  124,   125, 
126,    127,    129,    130,    132,   137,  138,  163,  177, 
178,  190,  191. 
Pendleton,  Henry,  Burgefs,  xiv,  3,  18,  20,  67,  84,  94, 

112,  122,  163,   178. 
Penn,  William,  90. 
Pennington,  Edward,  148. 

Pennfylvania,   Boundary  difpute,   90,   91,   93,    100; 
Chief  Juftice,  136;   Committee  of  Correfpond- 
ence,  Letters  to  Virginia,  56,   146,   147,  157, 
158;     Letters   from   Virginia,    43,    138,    140; 
Indian  Commiffioners,  230;    Mentioned,  129; 
Militia,     283:     Refolutions,      158.       See  aljo 
Committee  of  Correfpondence. 
Perkins,  Peter,  Burgefs,  164,  186. 
Perfie's  Stile  Creek,  no. 
Peterfburg,  235. 

Petitions,  Accomac  County,  33,  129,  185,  217,   242; 
Albemarle  County,  90,  125,  126,  184; 
Albemarle  Parifh,  100,  101; 
Alexandria,  119,  123,  262,  263; 
Amelia   County,  14,  101,  123; 
Amherft  County,  23,  81,  in,  184,  201.  202; 
Augufta  County,  121,  182,  216; 
Augufta  Parifh,  127; 
Baptifts,  92,  102,  225. 
Beckford  Parifh,  118,  244; 
Bedford  County,  14,  80,  103,  132,  183; 
Berkeley  County,  119; 
Botetourt  County,  79,  88,  182; 
Botetourt  Parifh,  107,  197,  226; 
Buckingham  County,  14,  90,  126; 
Caroline  Count}',  121,  183; 
Charlotte  County,  14,  Si,   107,    in,    115,     116, 

184; 
Chefterfield  County,  14,  101; 
Culpeper  County,  m,  112,  118,  202,  215; 
Cumberland  County,  14; 
Dale  Parifh,  22; 
Dinwiddie  County,  130; 
Dryfdale  Parifh,  80,  82,  183; 
Dunmore  County,  119; 
Fairfax  County,  119,  123,  262,  263; 
Fincaftle  Countv,  226; 


Fincai tie  Parifh,  107; 

Frederick  County,  119; 

Gingafkin  Indians,  14; 

Halifax  Count)-,  107,  109,  115,  118,  211; 

Hanover  County,  120,  121;  m 

Hanover  Prefbytery,  189; 

Henrico  County,  94,  120; 

I  lie  of  Wight  County,  195; 

King  and  Queen  County,  79,  80,  182,  183,   196; 

King  William  County,  127,  185,  218,  264; 

Lawyers,  121; 

Loudoun  County,  107,  119; 

Lunenburg  County,  14,  Si,  116,  132,  184; 

Mecklenburg  County,  107,  115; 

Mennonites,  217; 

Nanfemond  County,  79,  182; 

Norfolk  Borough,  92,  95,  114,  227,  228; 

Northampton  Parifh,  245; 

Overwharton  Parifh,  183; 

Pittfylvania  County,  83,  87,  132; 

Prefbyterian,  103; 

Prince  Edward  County,  14,  132; 

Richmond  Town,  15; 

Saint  Anne  Parifh,  25,  81,  86,  184; 

Saint.  James  Parifh,  102,  131,  183; 

Saint  John's  Parifh,  31,  82,  184,  218,  264; 

Saint,  Margaret  Parifh,  80,  82,  183,  185; 

Saint  Thomas  Parifh,  87  ; 

Shelboume  Parifh,  Si,  96,  107; 

Stafford  County,  77,  80,  183; 

Staunton,  182,  216; 

Stratton  Major  Parifh,  79,  82,  128,  182,  183,  185, 
196; 

Tobacco  Infpectors  89 ; 

Warehoufe  proprietors,  94; 

Wafhington  Parifh,  180; 

Weftern  Settlers,  127; 

Weftmoreland  County,  180. 
Pettus,  Thomas.  Burgefs,  xiv,  3,  18,  67,  76,  163,  178, 

179. 
Pewfey,  Robert,  226. 

Peyton,  Francis,  Burgefs,  xiv,  3,  11,  12,  18,  22,    67, 
82,  94,  122.  132,  163,  177,  178,  202,  240,  283. 
Peyton,  Yelverton,  Burgefs,  9. 

Philadelphia,    Committee    of    Correfpondence,     56, 
146,  152,  158;       General  Congrefs,  177,  190, 
igi,   230;     Mentioned,  xx,  xxi,   53,   60,   139, 
149,   150,   151,   155,   156;    Refolutions,   148; 
Tea  confignments,  xiii. 
Philips,  Frederick,  143,  154,  155. 
Philips,  William,  51. 
Phipps,  Mr.  xx. 
Phipps  Farm,  xx. 
Pickering.  John,  49. 
Pinckney.  Colonel  Charles,  55. 
Pinkney,  John,  190,  195,  196,  270. 
Pitts'  Warehoufe,  17,  81,  184. 
Pittsburg,  230. 

Pittfylvania  Counterfeiters,  xxii. 
Pittfylvania  County,  Burgeffes,  4,  68,  164;  Commif- 
fioners, 283;    Forgeries,   13,   14,   16,   20,   264; 
Petitions,  83,  87,  132,  226,  263; 
Pittfylvania  Court  Houfe,  24. 
Plainfield.  xxi 
Poe,  Samuel,  122,  128. 

Point  Pleafant,  Battle,  182,  187,  189,  192;  Fort,  187. 
Poifoning,  227. 

Poor,  Act  concerning,  201,  202,  210,  211,  242,  244. 
Portfmouth,  N.  H.,  59,  151. 
Potowmack  Creek,  87. 

Potowmack  River,  Boundary,  216;  Ferry,  102,  m; 
Navigation,  229,   249,  274;    Quantico  Creek, 
121,  125. 
Potowmack  River  Navigation  Co.,  191. 
Powder,  xxi,  Imported,  257;      Removal  from     Wil- 

liamfburg,  231,  232,  233,  250. 
Powder  Horn,  See  Magazine,  Public. 
Powell,  G.  G..  158. 
Power.  Jack,  10,  n. 
Povthrefs,   Peter,   Burgefs,  xiv,   4,  31,  68,   76,   164, 

177.  178. 
Prefcott,  James,  51. 
Prefbyterians,  Petition,  103,  189. 
Price.  Robert  Friend,  145. 

Price,  Thomas,  Chaplain,  xiv,  8,  32,  74,  124,  126,  176. 
Prince    Edward     County,    Burgeffes,    4,    68,    164; 

Election,     205:      Petitions,     14,     132,     192; 

Tavern,  24. 
Prince     George     County,     Burgeffes     4,     68,     164; 

Election.    205;     Gaol    deftroyed,    185,    222; 

Tavern,  24. 
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Prince    William    County,    Burgeffes,    4.    68.     164; 

Elections,  74,  205;    Quantico.  125. 
Princefs  Anne    County,    Burgeffes,    4,    68,     164; 

Elections,  240,  246;   Survey,  269,  270. 
Printing  Appropriations,  vii,  22,  253. 
Public  Exprefs,  130. 

Public  Printer,  22,  196,    253;     Elected,    125,    195. 
Purdie.  Alexander,  Printer.  77,   124,   125,   190,  196, 

217,  253,  264. 


Quakers,  217. 
Quantico,  119. 
Quantico  Creek.  195,  224 
Quebec,  213,  219.  252 

R 

Rains.  Nathaniel,  06.  10S. 

Raleigh  Tavern,  xi. 

Randolph.  Edmund.  76,  179. 

Randolph,  John.  Burgefs,  x,  67,  68,  74,  note,  164, 
232;  As  Attorney  General,  xi,  78,  82,  83,  85, 
100,  101,  131.  177.  178,  204.  208,  274,  278, 
280 

Randolph,  Peyton,  Burgefs,  x,  xii,  xiv,  xviii.  4.  ;, 
28,  30,  41,  42.  43.  47.  5'.  52.  53-  54,  61,  68, 
I3S.  '37.  138.  140.  146,  164,  173,  174,  igo, 
191,  287;  As  Speaker,  xii.  xvi.  7.  11.  15,  18, 
19,  25,  27,  28,  29,  31,  32,  3i,  51,  52,  54,  55, 
73-  77'  91'  9-'  93'  94.  99.  1°°.  io5.  106,  116, 
117,  120,  130,  132,  173,  174,  175,  176,  190, 
191,  193,  194,  196,  19S,  199,  201,  203,  206, 
218,  228,  238,  239,  241,  243,  244,  247,  248, 
249,  251,  253,  267,  277,  278,  280,  281,  282. 

Randolph,  Thomas  Mann,  Burgel's,  xiv,  3,  10.  iS. 
67,  82,  98,  163.  177.  178: 

Rapalje,  John,  143.  134,  155. 

Rape.  20S,  224. 

Rapidanne  River.  Perry,  111.  202;    Mill  Dams,  112. 

Rappahannock  River,  Ferry,  13,  S3,  122.  123.  197, 
215:   Mentioned,  87. 

Read,  George.  5S,  50,  118,  149,  180 

Read.  Jofeph,  148. 

Receiver  General.     See  Corbin,  Richard. 

Reid's  Point,  [31. 

Religion,  213,  219. 

Religious  Freedom.  92. 

Remfen,  Henry,  288. 

Rennolds,  Robert,  Petitioner.  108,  128. 

Refolves,  Committee  of  Correfpondence.  Connecticut 
52,  53;  Delaware,  58,  39;  Georgia.  61,  62 
Maryland,  62,  63;  Maffachufetts,  50,  51 
New  Hampfhire.  40,  50;  New  York,"  47,  48 
North  Carolina,  63,  64:  Rhode  Ifland,  48 
49;  South  Carolina,  54,  53;  Virginia,  xii.  28 
Refolves,  General,  as  paffed  by  Houfe  of 
Burgeffes,  27,  29,  ^^,  36,  229.  249.  274. 

Revenue,  37,  212,  219. 

Rhoades,  Samuel.  157. 

Rhode  Ifland,  Committee  of  Correfpondence,  41,  42. 
43.  55.  58,  59.  61,  64,  138;  Court  of  Inquiry, 
28;  Refolutions,  152,  153;  Refolves,  48, 
49.     See  alfo  Committee  of  Correfpondence. 

Richmond  Convention,  xxiii,  191,  235,  241,  264. 

Richmond  County,  Burgeffes,  4,  68,  164;  Election, 
205;    Petition,  245;    Warehoufe,   195. 

Richmond  Town,  Convention,  1775,  xxiii,  177,  igi, 
235,  241.  264;  Petition,  15;'  Truftees,  16,  21, 
25.  29,  36. 

Riddick,  Lemuel,  Burgefs.  3.  9.  10,  12.  67  102  163 
198. 

Riddick,  Willis,  Burgefs,  163,  108. 

Rind,  Clementina,  Petitioner,  77,  124,  125,  264. 
270. 

Rind,  William,  Public  Printer,  22,  29,  36,  77,  124. 

Rippon.  H.  M.  S.,  224,  232. 

Ritchie,  Archibald,  195,  233. 

Rivanna  River.  99.  125,  130. 

Roads,  82,  84,  89,  90,  200,  210,  268. 

Roane,  William,  Burgefs,  xiv.  3,  67.  102. 

Roane  Oak  River,  103,  107 

Robin,  (Slave),  224. 

Robinfon,  Chriftopher,  Tavern,  24. 

Robinfon,  Tomes,  234. 

Robinfon,  John,  Petitioner,  185,  222. 

Robinfon,  Peter,  185.  222. 

Robinfon.  William,  Burgefs,  164,  240. 

Robinfon 's  River.  112. 

Robifon,  Thomas.  59. 

Rocket's  Landing,  04- 


Rocky  Ridge,  Tobacco  Infpection,  14:    Warehoufe, 

US-     , 
Rodney,  CaeXar,  58. 
Rogers,  (Gamefter),  80.  183. 
Rofcow,  James,  Petitioner.  131.  189,   198,  203.  211, 

229. 
Rowland,  Andrew,  xxi. 
Rutlin.  John,  Burgefs,  163.  164,  176.  note. 
Rullin's  Ferry,  231 . 
Rum,  119. 

Rufhworth,  John,  xv. 
Ruffell.  Hind,  xiv,  76.  178. 
Ruffell  Parifh,  80,  103,  107,  185. 
Rutherford,  Robert,  (Berkeley     County,)     Burgefs. 

xiv,  3,  67,  100,  102,   163,  227. 
Rutherford,  Robert,  (Frederick  County),  Burgefs.  8 
Rutherford.  Thomas,  Petitioner,  250,  268. 
Rutledge,  John,  55. 

S 
Sailors,  198. 

Saint  Anne  Parifh,   Petitions.  2i,  81,  86.   118,   184, 
185. 

Saint  James  Parifh.  Petitions,  So,  102,  104.  131,  183 

Saint  John  Ifland,  252. 

Saint  John's  Parifh,  Intailed  Lands,  94,  179;    Peti- 
tions, 31,  82,  127,  184,  218,  242,  248,  253,  264. 

Saint  John's  Parifh.  Georgia.  252. 

Saint  Margaret  Parifh.  Petitions,  80,  82,  183,  185 

Saint  Stephen's  Parifh,  216. 

Saint  Thomas'  Parifh,  Petition,  87. 

Salem.  Mafs.,  148. 

Savage,  Efther,  193. 

Savage,  Nathaniel  Lyttleton,  Petitioner,  86,  88,  98. 
99,  102.  186,  192,  208,  218. 

Savannah,  51,  60,  61. 

Saybrook,  xx. 

Sclater,  John,  179. 

Scott,  James.  Burgefs.  xiv,  3,  9,  note,  67,  76,  163,  203 

Scott,  James,  Jr.,   Petitioner,   86,   93,   96,   99,   228, 
229,  240.  245.  248,  250,  267. 

Scott.  Walter,  Petitioner,  115. 

Seaman,  Benjamin,  143,  154,  153 

Seaman.  Zebulon,  143,  154,  155. 

Seal  of  Virginia,  vii. 

Secretary  of  State.     See  Nelfon,  Thomas 

Selby,  William,  227. 

Selden.  Samuel,  Burgefs,  20,  163,  17.S 

Settlements,  Weftern,  127. 

Settlers,  Weftern.  127. 

Sharper,  (Slave),  227. 

Shawanefe  Indian,  187,  226,  229,  230. 

Shawanefe  Towns,  218,  225,  265,  266. 

Sheafe,  Jacob.  49. 

Shelbourne    Parifh,  Petitions,   17,  Si,  96,   107,   118, 
122,  130,  132,  184. 

Shelton,  Abraham.  24. 

Shelton,  Armistead,  24. 

Shelton,  Beverley,  24. 

Shelton.  Crifpin.  24. 

Shelton,  Daniel,  24. 

Shelton,  Gabriel,  24. 

Shelton.  Lewis.  24. 

Shelton,  Spencer,  24. 

Shenandoah  River.  Ferries,  21,  81,  82,  112,  184,  185 

Shepherd,  William,  Petitioner,  192,  205,  229. 

Sherburne,  John,  49. 

Shockoe  Warehoufe,  94,  no,  128. 

Silliman,  Ebenezer,  52,  53,  60. 

Sim,  Jofeph,  63. 

Simpfon.  Southy.  Burgefs,  xiv,  3,   rq,  67.   125,   163, 
177,  178,  192,  201,  240. 

Singleton.  Peter,  246,  269. 

Skipwith,  Henry,  84,  98,  112.  116. 

Skipwith,  Sir  Peyton,  108,  116. 

Slaughter,   Francis,   Burgefs.   xiv,   3,   67.    102.    112, 
163,  241. 

Slaughter,  George,  104. 

Slaughter,  Robert,  Petitioner,  221,  263. 

Slave  Duty,  85,  91,  201,  210,  278,  279. 

Slave  Enfranchifement,  230. 

Slaves  Executed,  271. 

Slaves,  Freedom.  234,  233,  256. 

Slaves,  Infurrection,  245. 

Slaves,  Valuation  of.  11 

Smallpox,  108,  237,  268. 

Smith,  Abram.  106. 

Smith,   Baldwin-Matthews.    13. 

Smith.  D.  William.  148. 

Smith,  Ifaac.  Burgefs,  163.   177,   178,  192,  201,  211. 
218.  227.  240 
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Smith,  John,  Burgefs,  8,  227. 

Smith,  Meriwether,  Burgefs,  163,  178. 

Smith,  Richard,  145,  158. 

Smith,  William,  205. 

Southampton  County,  Boundary,  101 ;  Burgeffes, 
4,  68.  164;  Election,  205;  Petitions,  9,  79, 
82,  182,  185. 

South  Carolina,  Cattle  imports,  130;  Committee 
of  Correspondence,  43,  53,  54,  138,  157,  158; 
Mentioned,  106.  See  alfo  Committee  of  Cor- 
refpondence. 

South  Mountain,  70,  82,  182,  185. 

Speaker.     See  Peyton  Randolph. 

Speaker's  Salary,  203,  209,  218. 

Speed,  James.  Burgefs,  xiv,  3,  9,  18,  67,  102.  112, 
163,  180. 

Spotfwood,  Alexander,  in,  118,  202,  216. 

Spotfylvania  County,  Burgeffes,  4,  68,  164;  Election, 
205;  Gaol  Burned,  104;  Mentioned,  in; 
Militia,  235;   Petition,  216. 

Sprowle,  Andrew,  236. 

Stafford  County,  87,  93,  98,  109,  182,  191,  218, 
244;  Boundaries,  112,  1 13 ;  Burgeffes,  4,  68, 
164;  Elections,  9,  79,  176;  Gaol,  227;  Men- 
tioned, 177,  178,  181;  Petitions,  77,  80,  183; 
Warehoufe,  13,  18,  19,  20. 

Stanley  Hundred,  130,  189. 

Staunton,  Petitions,    182,  216. 

Staunton  River,  80,  183. 

Stephen,  Adam,  230,  282. 

Stith,  Thomas,  Burgefs,  3,  18,  67,  75,  76,  112. 

Stokes,  Richard,  24. 

Stone,  Daniel,  24. 

Store  Landing,  1 1  o. 

Stratton,  Major  Parifh,  Petitions,  79,  82,  128,  182, 
183,  185,  196. 

Stretch,  Captain,  xviii,  232. 

Stuart,  Thomas,  xvi,. 

Stubblefield,  George,  Burgefs,  3,  4,  68,  102,  164,  217. 

Sturdevant,  John,  95,  108. 

Sturgis.  Jonathan,  xxi. 

Subjugation,  Colonial,  256. 

Superior  Court,  55. 

Surry  County,  Burgeffes,  4,  68,  164;  Elections,  8, 
79;    Grays  Creek  Warehoufe,  124; 

Surveying,  246. 

Suffex.     See  New  Caftle,  Kent  and  Suffex. 

Suffex  County,  Burgeffes,  4,  68,  164;  Elections,  74, 
205;    Petition,  100. 

Swamp  Lands,  121. 

Swift  Creek,  22. 

Swine,  29. 

Swinney,  Mofes,  110,  128. 

Switzerland,  mentioned,  17. 

Syme,  John,  Burgefs,  xiv,  3,  8,  note,  67,  102,  127, 
163,  186. 

T 

Tabb,  John,  Burgefs,  3,  67,  95,  163,  178,  179. 

Tait,  James,  246,  269,  270. 

Talbot,  John,  Burgefs,  xiv,  3,  67,  95,  163,  178. 

Taliaferro,  Walker,  Burgefs,  3,  12,  20,  68,  74. 

Tankerfley,  John,  24. 

Tatham's  Landing,  17. 

Tatham's  Warehoufe,  81. 

Tavern  Keepers,  24. 

Taxation,  234. 

Tayloe,  John,  173. 

Taylor,  Edward,  145. 

Taylor,  George,  87. 

Taylor,  Henry,  Burgefs,  xiv,  4,  18,  68,  102,  164,  178. 

Taylor,  James,   Burgefs,    (Caroline)     67,   163,    177, 

178,  180,  222. 
Taylor,  James,  Burgefs,  (Orange)  xiv,  68,  74,  note, 

75,  note,  103,  109,  126,  127,  164. 
Taylor,  Jofeph,  90,  126. 
Taylor's  Borough.  103. 

Tazewell,  Henry,  Burgefs,  75,  note,  163,  178. 
Tazewell,  John,  Petitioner,  16,  19,  21,  25,  28,  36,  41. 
Tea,  53,  60. 

Teague's  Creek.  Ferry,  13. 
Tebbs,  Foufhee,  Burgefs,  4,  68,  74. 
Terry,  Mofes,  13,  26,  102. 
Terry,  Nathaniel,  Burgefs,  xiv,  3,     67,     112,     115, 

163,  178,  211,  243,  244. 
Themear,  Charles,  148. 
Thomas,  Brice,  63. 
Thompfon,  Charles,  152,  158. 
Thompfon,  David,  59. 

Thornton,  Peter  P.,  Burgefs,  4,  18,68,  102.  164,  209. 
Thornton,  Seth,  87. 


Threfhing  Machine,  116,  117. 

Tilghman,  Matthew,  62,  63. 

Tobacco,  Act  amending  ftaple,  89;    Commiffioners, 

13,  36;    Damaged,  19,  36;    200;    Frauds,  84, 

94,  95;    Infpection,  14,  89,  94. 
Todd,  Aphia,  Petitioner,  124. 
Todd,  Harry,  Petitioner,  124. 
Tom,  (Slave)  92,  98. 
Tomlin,  Walker,  124,  127,  132. 
Tonnage,  190,  202. 
Toppan,  Chriftopher,  49. 
Totufkey  Creek  Warehoufe,  195,  225. 
Trade,  57,  188,  212;    with  Indians,  129. 
Travis,  Champion,  Burgefs,  xiv,  3,  67,  76,  163,  179, 

189,  193. 
Treafurer.     See  Nicholas,  Robert  Carter. 
Treafurer,  appointed  222,  237. 
Trent,  Henry,  132,  202. 
Trials,  39. 

Trigg,  Stephen,  Burgefs,  163,  217. 
Trumbull,  Jofeph,  53    55. 
Tucker,  Samuel,  145. 
Tunftall,  Thomas,  Petitioner,  1 1  5. 

U. 

Upshur,  Caleb,  129,  211,  242. 
Urbanna,  83,  122,  123,  197,  215. 

V. 

Vagrants,  Act  concerning,   120,  201,  202,  210,  211, 

242,  244,  249. 
Vail,  64,  154. 
Vaughan,  Benjamin,  13. 
Vere,  William,  227. 
Vine  Planting,  Grapes,  16. 
Vineyard,  in. 
Virginia.     See   Committee  of  Correfpondence;   aljo 

Burgeffes. 
Virginia  Gazette,  7,  note. 
Virginia  Militia,  xxi. 

W. 

Wai.cott,  Crashu,  60. 

Walker,  Hugh,  Petitioner,  83.,  122,  133,  197,  215. 

Walker,  John,  Burgefs,  xiv,  3,  18,  67,  82,   163,   180, 

230,  246,  282. 
Walker,  Thomas,  Burgefs,  163,  180,    181,    189,    193, 

230,  282. 
Walker,  Thomas  Reynolds,  Surveyor,  270. 
Waller,  Benjamin,  Petitioner,  78,  179,  231,  232. 
Waller,  John,  Petitioner,  109. 
Waller's  Warehoufe,  100. 
Walthall,  Archibald,  101,  132. 
Walthoe,  Nathaniel,  78,  83,  85,  100,  101,  179,  180, 

191,  203,  228. 
Walton,  Jacob,  154,  155. 
Walton,  James,  143. 
Ward,  Henry,  48,  153. 
Ward,  Samuel,  153. 
Ward,  William,  208. 
Warden,  Jeremiah,  148. 
Warehoufe,  Burned,  84. 
Warehoufes,  87,  89. 
Warren,  James,  51,  150. 
Warwick  County,  Burgeffes,   4,   68,    164;    Election, 

205;   Petitions,  131,  189,  202. 
Warwick  on  James,  Ferry,  22. 
Wafhington,  George  Burgefs,,  xiv,  3,  10,  67,  88,  102, 

129,  163,  190,  191,  28-2. 
Wafhington  Parifh,  Petition,  180. 
Watchaprague  Creek,  129,  242. 
Watertown,  xx. 
Watkins,  Benjamin,  Burgefs.  xiv,  3,  67,  68,  102,  163, 

186. 
Watkins,  Micajah,  Burgefs,  163,  178. 
Watfon,  Jofeph,  Burgefs,  3,  68,  74. 
Watts,  John,  96,  108. 
Wayles,  Nathaniel,  53. 
Webb,  James,  246. 
Wentworth,  John,  49. 
Weft,  John,  Burgefs,  xiv,  3,  67,  75,  94,  106,  131,  179, 

180,  192,  196,  216,  223,  237,  247,  374. 
Weft,  Stephen,  147. 
Weft  India  Trade,  120. 

Weft  Indies,  85,  91,  148,  :88,  201,  213,  220. 
Weftern  Settlers,  127. 
Weftern  Waters,  127. 
Weftminfter  Courts,  136. 
Weftmoreland    County,     Burgeffes,     4,     68,     164; 

Election,  205;  Mentioned,  234;  Petition,  180. 
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Weftward  Movement,  127. 

Weftwood,  Worlich,  Burgefs,  xiv,  3,  18,  67,  76,  163, 
178,   186,   197. 

Wetherill,  John,   145. 

Wharton,  Thomas,  Jr. ,  148. 

Wheat  Machines,  116,  117. 

Whipfewaughfon  Creek,  87. 

White,  Alexander,  Burgefs,  8. 

Whitinge,  Thomas,  Burgefs,  xiv,  3,  10,  29,  67,  75, 
76,  163,  177,  178,  179,  186,  189,  193,  197, 
217,    226. 

Wild,  Thomas,  Tavern  Keeper,  24. 

Wilkins,  ffaac,   143. 

Will,  (Slave)  185. 

William  and  Mary  College,  Burgeffes,  3,  67, 
68,  163;  Elections,  79,  205,  206;  Men- 
tioned, 86. 

Williams,  E.  B.,  xx. 

Williams.  Luke.  24. 

Williams,  William,  Connecticut  Committee  of  Cor- 
refpondence,  53;  55,  60,  144,  227. 

Williams.    Zebulon,    (Late    Zehulon    Seaman)     154, 

I55' 

Williamfburg,  Biugefles.  4,  68,  164;  Committee  of 
Correfpondence,  35,  41,  42,  43,  137,  138,  139, 
140,  287:  Election.  205;  Mentioned,  xv,  xvi, 
xix.  xxi,  13,  r6,  18,  23,  114,  116,  173,  198, 
206,  217,  241,  257,  258,  259,  260,  269,  270, 
273,  280;  Threat  lo  Burn,  231;  Volunteers, 
271. 

Wills.  Anne,  Petitioner,  202. 

Wills,  John  S.,  Burgefs, 163,  177,  195,  206,  242. 

Wills,  Thomas,  Petitioner,  202. 

Wilfon,  John,  Burgefs,  8,  246. 

Wimbufh,  John,  24. 

Wimbufh's  Ordinary,   14,  Si,  184. 

Wine,    111. 

Winn,  John,  Burgefs,  xiv,  3,  67,  ioo,  163,  177,  179, 
283. 

Winfton,  Anthony,  Burgefs,   163,   178. 

Winterpock  Creek,  22. 

Wifner,  Henry,  287. 

Wit  ton's  Road,  103. 

Wolcott,   Eraftus,   53. 


Wood,  Edward,  192,  224. 

Wood,  James,  Burgefs,  xiv,  3,  67,  75,  76,  108,  115, 

122,    163,   203,   208,   217,   221,   230,   238,   240, 

248,   250,   251,   262,   268,  282. 
Wood,  John,  Petitioner,  251,  268. 
Wood,  John  James,  Petitioner,  231,  268. 
Woodfon,  John,  Burgefs,  xiv,  3,  18,  67,  98,  100,  163, 

'77.    178. 
Worcefter  Committee  of  Correfpondence,  xx. 
Wormington,  Abram,   246. 
Wormley,  Ralph,   173. 
Worthington,  Beale,  63. 
Wright,  Chriftophcr,  Burgefs,  4,  23,  68,  75,  76,  164, 

240,    241. 
Wright,  James,   62. 
Wythe,  George,  Clerk  Houfe  of  Burgeffes,  32,  173. 

Y. 

Yancey,  John,    121. 

Yates,  Charles,  234. 

York,  (Slave)  222. 

York  County,  Burgeffes.  4,  68,  164;  Burwell  peti- 
tion, 216;  Harwood  Petition,  118,  180; 
Matthews  Petition,  208,  217,  224;  York- 
hampton  Parifh,   118,   180. 

York   River,    280. 

York  Town,  Burgeffes  fuggeft  that  Dunmore  meet 
them,  272;  Dunmore  fuggefts  meeting  of 
Affembly  in  York,  215,  241;  No  Accommo- 
dation for  Affembly,  262;  Town  mentioned, 
xvi,   206,   231. 

Yorkhampton  Parifh,   118,   iSo. 

Young,  Ezekiel,  Petitioner,  17,  81,  82,  184,  185. 

Young,  William,  Georgia  Committee  of  Correfpon- 
dence, 51,  60,  61,  62. 

Z 

Zane,  Ifaac,  Burgefs,  xiv,  3,  8,  note,  67,  102,  108, 
112,  163,  186,  189,  193,  202,  217,  248,  250, 
251,   262. 

Zubly,  D.,  Jr.,  Georgia  Committee  of  Correspon- 
dence, 61 
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